






































































 

                                                          “Serving – Protecting- Caring” 

 

 
Donna Turner 
Chief of Police 

Covington Police Department 
                 211 South Main Street   Covington, TN 38019 

Telephone (901) 475-1261 
(c) 901- 444-1047 

Fax (901) 313-9359 
dturner@covingtontn.com 

 
          28 August 2024 
 

Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Law Enforcement Agenda  

 
July 2024 

 
 

• Personnel 
• Training 
• Monthly Activity  
• July Press Releases 
• July Major Expenses 
• Total Calls for Service 
• Traffic Stops Totals 
• K9 Statistics 
• July 2023 Statistics 

 
 

 Personnel 
 
The CPD currently has seven (7) vacant positions. July – August 2024 staffing changes: 
 
Command Staff and Analyst conducting backgrounds on 2 candidates (6 interviewed by 
panel) 
 
Intel Analyst Katherine Ferrell resignation – Relocating to Nashville with family / job. 
Executive Assistant to the Chief Keyoeacha Boyle transferred to Evidence Technician / 
Records Clerk. 
Evidence Technician / Records Clerk Jennifer Stubblefield transferred to Executive 
Assistant to the Chief. 
 
Officer Barnes, Officer Olive, and Officer Dowell will be attending TLETA training in 
September. 
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Training 
 
07/15: Lt McCurry, Cpl Robertson, Ofc Smith, Officer C. Taylor attended a Enhancing 
School Safety Threats Seminar hosted by the US Secret Service in Millington, TN. 
 
07/16-07/18: K9 Officer Gill attended Criminal/Drug Interdiction in Gallatin, TN. 
The course gave an understanding of the current patterns and trends of contraband 
smugglers, how to make the initial traffic stop and then into criminal interdiction arrest. 
Learned how and when search techniques should be escalated, etc.  
 
07/22-07/26: Sgt. Jermale Taylor attended FAA Part 107 – Certified Remote Pilot in 
Millington, TN. This five-day course is designed to equip attendees with knowledge 
needed to obtain a drone certification.  
 
07/25: Officer Brooke Moore attended a Safety Awareness Training in Jackson, TN. 
This course illustrates providing law enforcement with perspective for a safer tomorrow. 
 
07/19: Sgt. Templeton attended Sovereign Citizen Training Course hosted by the 
Madison County Sheriff’s Office in Jackson, TN. This course is designed to provide 
attendees with a comprehensive understanding of Sovereign Citizen. Their history, 
ideology, tactics, and investigative techniques.  
 
 
Monthly Activity 
 
07/02 – Covington Police Department and Tipton County Sheriff’s Office staff met with 
employees of Sonic Drive-In. Appreciation certificates presented to staff. 
07/04 – 06 - Patrol Division performed a THSO traffic enforcement saturation across the  
                  city.  
07/05 – CPD command staff attended Waffle House soft opening. 
07/08 – Chief Turner and command staff attended Waffle House ribbon cutting. 
07/10 – Command Staff attended a RMS Watson Computer Update meeting at hosted by  
            the Atoka Police Department. 
07/11 – Chief Turner attended Drug Free Tipton planning meeting hosted by BMH  
            Tipton. 
07/11 – Covington Police Department Command Staff attended a webinar with Andrew  
            Weiman for updated K9 Unit software.  
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07/11 – Chief Turner and Command Staff attended a virtual demo from City Guard  
            Demo with Bill Sweeney. 
07/11 – Chief Turner and SRO staff attended the Tipton County School Board meeting  
            where the SROs were recognized for their service. 
07/12 – CPD staff presented materials at a booth at the Broadmeadows Summerfest  
            Event.  
07/15 – Lt Avery presented information regarding Identity Theft to the staff at TCAT in  
            Covington. 
07/16 – Chief Turner attended the monthly Tipton County Beautiful board meeting.  
07/17 – CPD staff assisted in escorting the runners across Covington from the St. Jude  
            to Peoria, ILL Fund Raiser.  
07/17 – CPD staff and IT Shaw participated in a Jim Derry computer demonstration for  
            in car computers. 
07/19 – Juvenile Court YSO Pattat hosted a luncheon for SROs at the Criminal Justice  
            Complex. 
07/20 – CPD Command Staff attended the sign reveal and tarp giveaway at the Tipton  
            County Landfill hosted by Tipton County Beautiful. 
07/20 – Violent Crimes Unit conducted multiple warrant checks for fugitives in  
            Covington. 
07/22 – Covington Police Department joined Tipton County Sheriff’s Office in a meet and  
            greet with Singer Daryl Worley at their new firing range.  
07/23 – CPD Command Staff attended an Computer Software Atlas One demo. 
07/25 – Chief Turner and Command Staff attended a demonstration from MPS Safety  
            Sticks for illegal parking and overtime parking solutions. 
07/25 – Chief Turner and Command Staff participated in an Active Shooter Tabletop  
            Exercise at TCSO. All Agencies who would respond to an incident were  
            represented at the exercise including CFD. 
07/26 – CPD staff collected school supplies to support the Cannan Baptist Church School  
            Supplies Drive and made a donation.  
07/30 – Lt Dillingham attended a meet and greet for the incoming Principal at CHS. She  
            presented safety information to attendees. 
 
 
Monthly Press Releases: 
 
07/05 - Fourth of July celebrations lead to the tragic loss of a home and narrow escape 
by family.  
07/05 - Arrest made in Motel 6 vehicle theft and Bradford Pharmacy burglary in 
Covington. 
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07/16 - CPD “Baits” July 4th “Catfishing” Scheme Suspect in the Sunrise Apartments. 
07/26 – Public relations video release of new headgear (Cowboy hats) for Class B 
Uniforms. The hats were donated by Mike Moore, owner, of the Buckaroo Hatters on the 
Square in Covington. 
 
July 2024 Major Expenses: 
 
110-42100-946 | Yearly Maintenance/Contract: $28,869.00 

- Renewing yearly contracts with the new fiscal year beginning.  
 
July Statistical Graphs and Totals: 
 

• July 2024 / Total calls for service – 1551 
 

• July 2024 / Traffic stops – 123 
 

• July 2024 / Statistics Patrol including and CID. 
 

• July 2024 – Social Media Outreach – 57,172 
 

Vendor presentation:  
 
MPS Safety Stick staff will present a demonstration of parking violation solutions as 
discussed in previous meetings. 
 
Grant status: 
 
The 2024 OJJDP Byrne Discretionary Community Project Grant has been approved for 
spending of 100,000.00 in the Frazier Park Community and Boys and Girls Club areas. 
The grant includes cameras, lighting, and landscaping improvements to increase security 
within the community.  
 
The 2025 OJJDP Byrne Discretionary Community Project Grant ($100,000.00) has been 
applied for and pending approval. The grant includes cameras, lighting, and landscaping 
improvements to increase security within the community.  
 
The 2025 State of Tennessee School Resource Officer (SRO) Retention Grant has been 
applied for and pending approval. This grant provides $75,000.00 for salary and benefits 
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for each SRO. We currently have 4 assigned as SROs. The cost to CPD is $86,000.00 per 
officer. Total grant monies – $300,000.00. 
 
The State of Tennessee Violent Crime Intervention Fund (VCIF) Formula Grant is 
beginning year 2 of $156,000.00. Purchase of 12 license plate readers (LPRs) is 
budgeted. 
 
The State of Tennessee Violent Crime Intervention Fund (VCIF) Collaborative Grant is 
beginning year 2 of $1,400,000.00. We partnered with the Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 
in launching a Violent Crimes Unit. The grant includes salaries and equipment. Purchase 
of additional license plate readers (LPRs) is budgeted. 
 
The Ballistic Vest Reimbursement Grant is pending approval. The grant is a 50 / 50 
match to purchase ballistic equipment for CPD. 
 
The 2025 application has been submitted for the Tennessee Highway Safety Office 
(THSO) grant. The grant is for $30,000.00 in overtime for traffic enforcement and 
impaired driving. 
 
Traffic Trailer surveys: 
 
Turner Lane at Tennessee Avenue 
Highway 179 at Hwy 141 (Cotton Top) 
 
New Building Project: 
 
The FEMA/TEMA Saferoom Grant Proposal has previously been reapplied for with 
updated costs and percentages reducing the original estimated cost from the 
75%/25% to 90%/10% (5% TEMA and 5% City of Covington) The timeline was 
established through TEMA that it would be 2 years instead of 3 years. The total amount 
for the grant is $4,991,441.96, TEMA cost is $249,572.11. The City of Covington 
projected cost is $249,572.11. A virtual meeting was attended on 19 August 2024 as 
requested by FEMA/TEMA. The meeting was to review our documents and answer 
questions as the process is moving forward. Photographs were submitted of the current 
status of the building for their historical assessment and reporting for the required 
regulations.   
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Donna Turner 
Chief of Police 

Covington Police Department 
                 211 South Main Street   Covington, TN 38019 
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  PRESS RELEASE       16 July 2024 

 
*For Immediate Release* 
 

CPD “Baits” July 4th “Catfishing” Scheme Suspect in the Sunrise Apartments. 
 
On 04 July 2024 at approximately 11:00 PM, Covington Police Department officers were 
flagged down at Save-A-Lot located at 843 Hwy 51 in Covington. While on the scene, officers 
spoke to the victim that stated he was involved in a relationship with a female he met on 
“Facebook”. According to the victim, he was in Covington for a planned date with a person that 
used the Facebook profile name of “Ariel”.  
 
The victim was supposed to pick up his date at the Sunrise apartment located at 1150 
Simonton St. in Covington and celebrate the night enjoying the 4th of July festivities. Once the 
victim advised Ariel that he was in the apartment complex, a male subject wearing all black 
with a black hoodie, jumped into the victim’s vehicle and displayed a gun. The male subject 
advised the victim to send him $500.00 to his “Apple Pay”, and the victim complied with 
request. The male subject then ran away from the car in an unknown direction.  
 
To make matters worse, after the incident, the male subject continued to text the victim and 
advised the victim to send $500.00 every day via Apple Pay. The subject even sent pictures of 
the victim’s home and advised he would seriously hurt the victim if the victim did not comply 
with his wishes. Covington Police Department detectives and crime analysts were able to use 
special technology to identify the suspect and pinpoint his location.  
 
On 12 July 2024, Covington Police detectives made contact with the alleged suspect, Demarieo 
Howard of 27 of Covington, Tennessee on Shelton St. While speaking to Howard, detectives 
called the number from the incident and Howard’s phone rang. Howard was then transported 
to the Covington Police Department’s Criminal Investigation Division. Howard denied being a 
part of the scheme; however, the investigation revealed a different story.  
 
Howard was formally charged by detectives with Aggravated Robbery, Theft under $1,000.00, 
and Aggravated Assault with no injury. Howard was transported to the Tipton County Jail with 
a bond of $150,000.00. Howard is slated to appear in Court before General Sessions Court 
Judge M.O. Eckel, III on 06 August 2024.  
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“This scam did not work out for the suspects involved in this violent incident. The victim did the 
right thing and immediately notified the authorities. This quick notification provided a chance 
for detectives to identify this coward hiding behind a false identity and robbing our victim. We 
are thankful our victim was not injured in the incident.” said Chief Donna Turner “We continue 
to caution people who agree to meet someone in unfamiliar areas under nontraditional 
conditions. Meet new friends and people in public places or safe spaces where the chances of 
becoming a victim are reduced to help ensure everyone’s safety.” 
 
If anyone has information in this investigation or thinks they are a victim of a scheme or fraud, 
please contact the CPD Criminal Investigations Division at 901-475-1261. Tips can be sent in 
through Facebook messenger Covington Police Department or the City of Covington website. 
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                        PRESS RELEASE        05 July 2024  

                       
*For Immediate Release* 

 
Fourth of July celebrations lead to the tragic loss of a home and narrow escape by 
family.  
 
On 04 July 2024 at approximately 11:30 pm, CPD officers, Covington Fire Department, Garland 
Fire Department, Brighton Fire Department, and Baptist Priority Ambulance responded to 711 
Best Street, Covington, TN regarding a house fire. Officers and Firefighters were advised that a 
person was potentially trapped inside the home during this time. Upon arrival, the home was 
engulfed with heavy fire and smoke. All first responders were able to confirm that the residents 
exited the home safely.  
 
CPD officers spoke with the residents who advised they were in bed and heard fireworks. Upon 
looking outside of the home, they observed smoke. CPD officers, detectives, and CFD retrieved 
witness statements from occupants in the area who advised that fireworks started the fire. 
Officers were notified that a red vehicle had been in the area and the occupants were shooting 
fireworks from the vehicle. CPD detectives and CFD Arson Investigators are currently working 
to identify the vehicle and occupants involved in this case. This is an ongoing investigation. The 
residents of the home were transported to Baptist Tipton Memorial Hospital for further 
evaluation due to heavy smoke inhalation. At this time, the home has been deemed a total 
loss.  
 
Officers will strictly be enforcing the curfew for the remainder of the holiday weekend and 
summer. Our curfew is for anyone under the age of 18 years of age not accompanied by a 
parent or guardian after 10 pm during the week and 11 pm on the weekend. The curfew for 
each age group is attached below. The violators will be cited into Tipton County Juvenile Court 
and parents will be notified where to pick up their children. 
 
“This is a tragic reminder of why we have an ordinance prohibiting the shooting of fireworks in 
Covington without a permit. This reckless incident resulted in an innocent family being injured 
and losing their home and the contents. CFD Arson Investigators and CPD Detectives are 
continuing to follow up on leads in the case to identify who was responsible for shooting the 
fireworks. CPD will continue to be aggressive for those who are recklessly shooting fireworks 
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from vehicles and in our community,” said Chief Donna Turner “I want to commend all of the 
first responders who responded from the County and City to control this scene. Our thoughts 
and prayers continue to go out to the family involved as they begin to rebuild their lives and 
recover medically. The family is working with the American Red Cross for services and housing 
during this time.” 
 
If anyone has any information on the suspects involved, please call the Covington Police 
Department’s Criminal Investigation Division at 901-475-1261 or tips can be sent through the 
Covington Police Department’s Facebook messenger.  
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PRESS RELEASE         05 July 2024 

  
  *For Immediate Release* 

 
Arrest made in Motel 6 vehicle theft and Bradford Pharmacy burglary in Covington. 
 
On 01 July 2024 at 12:05 AM, Covington Police Department officers responded to Motel 6 
located at 901 Hwy 51 N in Covington in reference to a stolen vehicle complaint. While on the 
scene, officers spoke to the victim who stated her black 2016 Nissan Maxima had been stolen. 
The vehicle’s tag number was broadcasted by Covington Police officers to surrounding 
agencies. 
 
Later on that morning, at approximately 4:52 AM, Covington Police officers were dispatched to 
Bradford’s Pharmacy located at 1500 Hwy 51 S where officers upon arrival observed the 
window on the front west facing side of the building had been broken out as well as the interior 
door. Covington Police officers cleared the building and found no one inside but knew a 
business check had recently been conducted while patrolling. Officers began checking the area 
for vehicles which may still be in the area. 
 
Thankfully, both the Motel 6 and Bradford’s Pharmacy had functioning surveillance cameras 
and responded to assist in identifying the suspects. CPD detectives responded to assist officers, 
process the crime scenes, and were able to view video surveillance at both locations and link 
the stolen vehicle to the pharmacy break-in. Detectives determined the specific items which 
included controlled narcotic medicines stolen during the break-in from the pharmacy during the 
burglary. 
 
During the investigation CPD detectives were able to identify one suspect as Troy Stephens, 40 
years old, of Memphis, Tennessee, formerly of Munford, Tennessee, and another male subject, 
whom has not been identified, allegedly steal the black Nissan Maxima from the Motel 6 and 
later burglarize Bradford’s Pharmacy. 
 
CPD Detectives executed a search warrant at a residence that was occupied by Stephens in 
Memphis, Tennessee on 03 July 2024. Covington Detectives were able to locate the clothes and 
shoes Stephens was allegedly wearing during the crime spree. Also, on 03 July 2024 CPD 
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detectives provided information resulting in the stolen Nissan Maxima being recovered by the 
Memphis Police Department in its jurisdiction. 
 
On 05 July 2024, Covington Police detectives conducted an interview with Troy Stephens at the 
Covington Police Department’s Criminal Investigation Division. Stephens denied being the 
suspect in the investigations but changed his story multiple times. Stephens was formally 
charged with Burglary, Vandalism, and Theft of a Motor Vehicle. Stephens is slated to appear in 
Tipton County General Session’s Court before Judge M.O. Eckel, III on 26 July 2024 and is 
currently being housed at the Tipton County Jail on a $150,000.00 bond. 
 
Stephens is no stranger to the criminal justice system in Shelby County. Detectives confirmed 
at the time of his arrest he is on Federal Probation for eight (  attempted murder convictions. 
Detectives are seeking revocation of his probation with Federal Authorities. This is still an active 
police investigation, and additional charges are expected. 
 
“This is an example of the proactive investigations our detectives are continuing to conduct and 
locating the suspects quickly who think they can come in, make quick hit, and get away. The 
suspects are not stopping at the County lines and we are not stopping either. I appreciate the 
assistance the Shelby County authorities gave our detectives.” said Chief Donna Turner “The 
use of technology partnered with the businesses having good surveillance cameras proved to 
be the break we needed. I commend our CPD team who are sending the message – not in 
Covington!!” 
 
If anyone has information in this investigation, please contact the CPD Criminal Investigations 
Division at 901-475-1261. Tips can be sent in through Facebook messenger Covington Police 
Department or the City of Covington website. 
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