Newsletter - April 17, 2020

Mayor Justin Hanson

You may contact your
Alderman/Alderwoman by
clicking on the email links below.

District 1

Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough
Alderwoman Minnie Bommer

1122jwyatt@gmail.com
alderwomandist1@gmail.com

District 2

Alderman Jeff Morris
Alderman Keith Phelps

aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com
kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com

District 3

Alderman C.H. Sullivan
Alderman Danny Wallace

aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com
aldermanwallace@gmail.com

1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee
Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace
2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee
Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan
3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee
C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend
4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee
Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough
All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at
Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St. All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor
at Covington City Hall. ALL are open to the public. Official meeting minutes and agendas can be
found by visiting www.covingtontn.com.

Continued on next page

No cost drive-through testing for COVID-19
will be available THIS SATURDAY, April 18th
from 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Brighton High School
8045 Highway 51 S.
Nurses and/or National Guard medics will be on site to collect nasal swabs
from those who want to be tested. Test results may be available within 72
hours after the samples arrive at the lab, depending on lab volume. Those
who come for testing can remain in their vehicles throughout the process.
For more information on COVID-19 testing visit www.tn.gov.

Tipton County Health Department has a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site on Mueller
Brass Road in Covington. The National Guard has been deployed to assist with
testing and supplies. The testing site will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Although anyone can drive-thru, not everyone will be tested. Each
person will be asked a series of questions and a determination will be made on
whether the individual is tested or not.
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In order to further protect our employees and our community,
effective immediately, all City buildings will be closed to the
public until April 30th. Also keep in mind the following:
•
•
•
•

All payments (utility bills, citations, fire fees, etc.) will be accepted through our two
drive-through lanes, not in the lobby at City Hall.
Many payments can be made via our website at www.covingtontn.com or by calling
844-876-2911.
Business that requires face-to-face visits will be done by appointment only. To make
an appointment, please call 901-476-9613.
Job applications and many other forms can be obtained from our website at
www.covingtontn.com

We want you to know that we are still here to serve you! Avoid crowded spaces,
wash your hands, and if you are not feeling well, please stay home. We expect the
number of confirmed cases to rise, but by putting these things in place, hopefully
we can slow the spread.

HELPFUL RESOURCES
Baptist Hospital - Tipton
Tipton County Health Department
Tennessee Department of Health

901-476-2621
901-476-0235
https://www.tn.gov/health.html

COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
101 Tennessee Avenue - Covington, TN 38019 - 901-476-2578

Visit us on our Facebook page

In an effort to keep our employees safe, please do not drop fire fees off at
the Covinngton Fire Department. Please use the following options:
By Mail: 101 Tennessee Ave., Covington, TN 38019
Online: Covingtontn.com
Or visit the drive-thru at City Hall, 200 W. Washington Ave.

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Visit us on our Facebook page

This week, April 12-18, is National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. We
dedicate this week to the men and women of 911 Dispatch who are rarely seen
but always heard. We thank them for their service as a vital link between the
community and fire, medical, and law enforcement agencies!

to Covington Police
Call 901-475-1261 or 901-475-4300
In an emergency dial 9-1-1

Ten communities to take part
in seventh round of downtown
revitalization program
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Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development Commissioner Bob Rolfe today
announced the 10 Tennessee communities selected to participate in the seventh round of the Tennessee

Downtowns program. The communities selected include Collinwood, Covington, Decaturville, Dunlap, Halls,
Hartsville, Madisonville, Somerville, South Pittsburg and Whiteville.
“TNECD remains focused on strengthening rural Tennessee, and for many communities, that means ensuring
their historic downtowns are vibrant,” Rolfe said. “The Tennessee Downtowns program is an essential part of
our rural development strategy, and we look forward to working with these ten new Tennessee Downtowns as
they develop sustainable renewal efforts in their commercial districts.” TNECD provides the Tennessee
Downtowns program to communities that want to pursue the Main Street America approach to downtown
revitalization. Fifty-eight Tennessee communities have participated in the program since 2010. The Tennessee Downtowns program helps local communities revitalize traditional commercial districts, enhance community livability, spur job creation and maintain the historic character of downtown districts. The two-year
program coaches selected communities and their steering committees through the steps of launching
effective renewal efforts. Tennessee Downtowns includes community training in the Main Street America
program and a $15,000 grant for a downtown improvement project.
“We are proud to welcome ten new communities into the Tennessee Downtowns program and look forward
to working with them on their goals for downtown revitalization,” Main Street Program Director Nancy Williams
said. The ten newly selected communities all have downtown commercial districts established at least 50
years ago and demonstrated their readiness to organize efforts for downtown revitalization according to Main
Street America principles. The highly competitive selection process was based on historic commercial
resources, economic and physical need, demonstrated local effort, overall presentation and probability of
success. Tennessee Downtown communities that complete the program are eligible for Commercial Façade
Improvement Grants as well as Main Street designation. To date, six Tennessee Downtowns have advanced
to the Main Street program. Each application was supported by the community’s senator and representatives
in the Tennessee General Assembly.

For more information on the TDECD Downtowns Program visit
https://www.tn.gov/ecd/rural-development/tennessee-main-street/tennessee-downtowns.html

Dyersburg State Announces $2000 Registration Blitz Giveaway for Students
Dyersburg, Tennessee – Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will award $100 to 20 students in a random drawing during its April Registration Blitz. To qualify for the award, 1,400 students must register for
May, summer or fall classes by April 30.
Students are encouraged to make an appointment to meet with their advisor online before registering. Online
appointments can be made through the Navigate app, which can be downloaded at https://
dscc.navigate.eab.com. An online appointment can also be made by visiting www.dscc.edu, clicking on
“Current Students,” then “Make an Appointment.” Current spring semester students who are not working toward a degree do not need to meet with an advisor.
The DSCC website, www.dscc.edu/register, provides information on how to register, along with registration requirements. The website also includes information regarding financial aid and majors available such as
Computer Information Technology, Criminal Justice, Early Childhood Education, AEMT, EMT and EMTParamedic, Engineering Systems Technology, Health Information Management, Nursing, Paramedic to RN,
and more. Also available are transfer programs such as Teaching K-6, Business Administration, Chemistry,
Pre-Physical Therapy and Pre-Occupational Therapy. More majors and certificate programs can be found
online at www.dscc.edu/programs-of-study.
Current and potential students may seek assistance with advising and registration by calling the Karlgaard One
Stop in Dyersburg at 731-286-3350 or emailing mjones@dscc.edu; the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County
One Stop at 901-475-3100 or emailing ross@dscc.edu; or the Gibson County Center One Stop in Trenton at
731-855-1419 or emailing penn@dscc.edu.
###

Shop Online - Even though our merchants are not open to
shoppers inside their stores, many are giving the option to
purchase online. Call the store to see what your options are!

Purchase a Gift Card - Mother’s Day, birthdays, a “happy” for
an elderly family member… why not purchase a gift card as
a present to be used when stores re-open? Our merchants
need sales right now and a gift card is a way to support
them now with a gift that can be used later!

Like and Share - One of the best ways to show your support
without spending a dime is to Like and Share small business
posts on social media. This greatly increases their posts’
reach!

Have it Delivered - Do you see something you like on a small
business website or social media page? Ask the merchant
about delivery options or curbside pick up. Many stores are
offering free delivery during this time!

Happy Friday to

