
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - May 1,  2020 Mayor Justin Hanson 

http://www.covingtontn.com/
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Continued on next page 

Public Safety Committee Meeting – 4/28/20 – 4:00 p.m. 

Present and via virtual meeting: Chairman Alderman Keith Phelps, Mayor Justin Hanson, Alderman Jeff Mor-

ris, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman CH Sullivan, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Alderman Danny 

Wallace, Chief Richard Griggs, Chief Larry Lindsey, Rebecca Ray, Tina Dunn, Echo Day 

 

Covington Police Department – Chief Larry Lindsey 

Disposition of Ordered vehicles 

- Both vehicles purchased under 2019-2020 budget are now in service 

Personnel  

- The new property room specialist was terminated.   

- Two newest members of the department will graduate Memphis Police Academy on May 8.  No cere-

mony due to COVID-19 

- K-9 Bella retired. New K-9 Arco will be assigned to Officer Perry.  Both are attending training 

 

Equipment 

- Body Cameras are in and are being used 

- Axon Tasers came in Friday, inventorying now 

- Technology 

o Laptops are delayed, expect delivery June 1st.  This also delays CAD (Computer Aided Dis-

patch) upgrade 

o Reporting system will go down for 24 hours on the 30th to transfer info 

- Waiting to get quote on new smart phones, FirstNet System instead of Verizon 

 

Statistics 

- Downward trends due to policies in place because of COVID-19 

 

Move to accept Report, 2nd, roll call, accepted 

 

Covington Fire Department – Chief Griggs 

Community Events 

- Human Trafficking Awareness, Boy-Scout Planning Luncheon, Community Support during pandemic 

- Annual Inservice is complete 

- Volunteer Hours 393 for months of February and March 

- Storm Spotters (National Weather Service) April 2nd cancelled 

- Drug Free Tipton BBQ Lunch, served 300 lunches 

- Run Report for February 20-April 28th, 230 calls, 492 calls for 2020 

- Intersection study Rialto/Hwy 51, TDOT Jason Moody, Chief Engineer, will be in Tipton Co. this week 

conducting a preliminary survey of this intersection 

- Barry Brady Act – Extended the 7/1/20 deadline for cancer screenings to 10/1/20 

- Chief Griggs elected to serve a Chairman of the EMS Advisory Board for DSCC 

- No Care Report 

- CFD was able to secure a boat from Arlington Fire Department 

-  

 



BE A COVINGTON VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER 

Click below to learn more! 

Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

Discussed Free Smoke Alarms 

COVID-19 Update 

-  Inspector Jenkins is making sure restaurants are complying with safety procedures  

-  Many restaurant dining rooms are remaining closedWill be checking occupancy loads for other busi

 nesses starting Wednesday 

 -  Alderman Phelps asked about if there is a standard occupancy per square feet.  Chief Griggs stated 

 that there is a formula used.   

-  Alderman Phelps suggested that businesses post occupancy level on the door 

Volunteer Recruitment 

-  We have backed off on recruitment at this time 

USDA Grant Update 

- Community Facilities Grant, will use to purchase equipment 

Safer Grant 

- Personnel Grant 

Grants Portal 

-  We are now registered 

Motion to approve report, 2nd, roll call, approved 

 

There being no further business, meeting is adjourned 

to Covington Police 

Call 901-475-1261 or 901-475-4300 

In an emergency dial 9-1-1 

http://volunteerfiretn.org/
http://www.covingtontn.com/


On Friday, May 1st Governor Bill Lee's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives has released guidance  
for our faith based communities on gathering together in houses of worship.    



Please see the document below that was signed and released by Gov. Bill Lee on 
Wednesday, April 29th.  The prohibition of non-emergency dental services is being 
extended to Wednesday, May 6, to allow more time for the Tennessee Dental As-
sociation, the Tennessee Dental Hygienists' Association, and the Tennessee Board 
of Dentistry to continue work on guidance for safe reopening and practice.  



On Tuesday, April 28th Gov. Bill Lee announced that gyms and fitness facilities will be allowed to 
reopen May 1.  The announcement also asked that pools remain closed so unfortunately, we will 
not be reopening the Covington Aquatic Center at this time.  Also, basketball courts, racquetball 
courts, and other park areas where large crowds may gather are to remain closed.  All youth and 
adult sports leagues are also to remain closed and inactive.  We will be reopening the Covington 
Sportsplex at some point the week of May 4th.  We have ordered digital thermometers and are 
waiting on them to arrive before we open our doors to the public.  We will reopen under normal 
business hours using very strict guidelines outlined by the Governor's office.    

https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/exercise-facilities-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/exercise-facilities-guidelines.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/2020/4/16/gov--lee-establishes-economic-recovery-group-to-reboot-tennessee-economy.html


On Friday, April 24th Gov. Bill Lee issued his guidelines for reopening restaurants on 4/27 

and retail establishments on 4/29.  We are waiting further guidance regarding churches 

and medical procedures.  Your patience and understanding are appreciated as we all 

move through this together!  For a complete look at the State of Tennessee’s plan to reo-

pen our economy, click HERE. 

https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery.html?fbclid=IwAR3xT3fNvu4l2l2c4U5kk2-E9RyubNdChKjx9LV_ahFV7PuPzeC1ptuADVg


Due to the concerns related 
to the Coronavirus and our 

efforts to keep everyone safe, 
the 2020 BBQ Festival has 
been cancelled.  Mark your 

calendars for June 3, 4, and 5, 
2021! 

https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov


In order to further protect our employees and our community, 

effective immediately, all City buildings will be closed to the 

public until further notice.  Also keep in mind the following: 
 

• All payments (utility bills, citations, fire fees, etc.) will be accepted through our two 

drive-through lanes, not in the lobby at City Hall. 

• Many payments can be made via our website at www.covingtontn.com or by calling            

844-876-2911. 

• Business that requires face-to-face visits will be done by appointment only.  To make 

an appointment, please call 901-476-9613. 

• Job applications and many other forms can be obtained from our website at 

www.covingtontn.com 
 

We want you to know that we are still here to serve you!  Avoid crowded spaces, 

wash your hands, and if you are not feeling well, please stay home.  We expect the 

number of confirmed cases to rise, but by putting these things in place, hopefully 

we can slow the spread. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

Baptist Hospital - Tipton    901-476-2621 

Tipton County Health Department  901-476-0235 

Tennessee Department of Health  https://www.tn.gov/health.html  

Tipton County Health Department has a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site on Mueller 

Brass Road in Covington.  The National Guard has been deployed to assist with  

testing and supplies.  The testing site will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 

through Friday and Saturdays 9:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m. Anyone can drive-thru and be 

tested regardless of whether or not they are exhibiting any symptoms.     

Photo Courtesy of The Leader 

https://www.tn.gov/health.html


Tennessee Unemployment Insurance 

 This video may help you understand the process:  

How to Complete Certifications on Jobs4TN  

In an effort to keep our employees safe, please do not drop fire fees off at 

the Covington Fire Department. Please use the following options: 
 

   By Mail:   101 Tennessee Ave., Covington, TN  38019 

   Online:   Covingtontn.com 

Or visit the drive-thru at City Hall, 200 W. Washington Ave. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVa7cLnw02E&list=PL1pIr4KR0SQ5eKB0IMmpdv-uVfTuF4rva&index=3
https://paycovingtontn.com/other.html?fbclid=IwAR2pU9IgjNCwZee6vcuwe8N2uXxyiKRjzlSvhiFawLq0Fq9bZeTl39wJLJA#/


https://my2020census.gov/






http://www.tn.gov/tema/news








https://www.facebook.com/courtsquarefarmersmarketTN

