
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 
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Finance and Administration Committee Meeting - 7/21/20 - 4:00 p.m. 

Present via Virtual Meeting:  Chairman CH Sullivan, Mayor Justin Hanson, Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderman 

Jeff Morris, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman Danny Wallace, Tiny 

Rose, Tina Dunn, David Gray, Lessie Fisher, Attorney Rachel Witherington, Chief Larry Lindsey, Chief Richard 

Griggs, Joseph Mack, Echo Day, Rebecca Ray 

 

Mayor Hanson discussed funding requests.  Also discussed expected revenue. 

   

Alderman Phelps discussed funding of police vehicles.  Chief Lindsey and Tina Dunn discussed costs. 

 

Discussion of State Grant Funding – Covington Police Department 

- 1st Project, Purchase of five Flock Safety Cameras for high crime areas 

o Cost of project will be $13,750 with additional 12-month commitment of $12,500 for 2021 

- 2nd Project, Installation of alarm and video system at Police Department Criminal Investigation Divi-

sion (CID) office 

o Relocate Property and Evidence Room to more secure location 

o Cost will be $8,150 and monthly monitoring fee covered by department budget funds 

 

Motion to move forward with expenditures as amended and discussed today, 2nd, roll call, discussion, so 

moved.  

 

Discussion for the sale and use of fireworks 

- Fireworks were significant issue this year 

o 121 complaint calls totaling 37 hours in call time 

o $4,000 in overtime to ensure sufficient coverage 

- Officers assaulted with fireworks while responding to calls for service and traffic stops 

- Large mortar round struck an officer in area of Wooten St.  

- Separate incidents of mortar rounds fired at officer during a traffic stop 

- Chief’s recommendation that this Committee should take the necessary steps to outlaw the sale and 

use of fireworks within the city limits 

Motion  made to ban sale and use of fireworks within city limits, 2nd, discussion 

- Special events and professionals would need to come before Board for permit 

- Attorney Witherington suggested the language include the requirements for the permit and the per-

son requesting has certain licensing and is bonded.  Will research municipal codes regarding fire-

works. Suggests how to deal with minors caught shooting fireworks. 

- Director Fisher and Director Gray have drafted some language and will forward to Attorney Withering-

ton. 

- Chief Griggs gave stats on fireworks issues over the last 3 years, overtime, equipment, and personnel 

being fired upon 

- Alderwoman Bonner asked about citations.  Chief Lindsey did not have that info readily available.  

Chief will have that info by next week’s Public Safety Committee meeting 

- Mayor Hanson commended Committee on their work on this issue 

- Motion on the floor, roll call, motion carries 

Continued on next page 



Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

Finance and Administration Committee Meeting Continued 

 

Discussion on sale of vacant City property 

- This is coming from last General Welfare Public Relations Committee meeting 

- Director Mack discussed Anderson Field property (co-owned with Tipton County).  Attorney Wither-

ington spoke to the County.   

- Attorney Witherington discussed vacant lot on Valley St. 

- Need to discuss process for selling these properties 

- Director Fisher discussed sandwich shop property and agreement with Farmer’s Market 

- Chairman Sullivan asked Alderman Morris on best way to sell property.  Alderman Morris suggested 

putting it out to bid. 

- Attorney Witherington discussed proceeds split between City and County 

- Director Gray discussed sewer main that runs between fields and rectifier bed for gas line, which 

would have to be relocated 

- Attorney Witherington stated it would be beneficial to have policy on selling large pieces of property 

- Alderwoman Bonner would like to get questions answered and clarity on Main St. property and dis-

cuss at next committee meeting. 

- Motion made to take request for proposals to list Valley St. property, 2nd, roll call, so moved. 

 

Discussion on the requirement of training for a temporary beer permit 

- $250 is charged for temporary permit 

- Discussed specific language for temporary permit holders, not to put additional burden on them 

- Motion made to use restrictive language moving forward, 2nd, roll call, so moved 

 

There being no further business, meeting is adjourned. 

http://www.covingtontn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/courtsquarefarmersmarketTN


The Tennessee Pledge was developed by Governor Lee, the Unified 
Command Group (UCG) and Tennessee’s Economic Recovery Group 
(ERG) with input from health experts, state and local partners and 
business and industry leaders. It includes specific recommendations 
which enable most businesses to reopen responsibly without the 
burden of heavy mandates. This will be a gradual process, with room 
to adjust as data is evaluated. For links to all of Governor Lee’s 
guidelines, please visit our website at www.covingtontn.com. 

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee’s Economic Recovery Group (ERG) has devel-

oped the TN Strong Mask Movement, partnering with more than 30 flagship 

brands to distribute close to 300,000 free or low-cost cloth face coverings, at a 

projected value of more than $3 million, across the state. Now, residents can 

stay safe while wearing brands synonymous with Tennessee from the worlds 

of sports, education, and business.  

 Each business will distribute branded cloth face coverings at little to no cost across their own channels or 

with the help of the State of Tennessee, which could include employees, fans or nonprofit partnerships. Com-

panies can visit https://tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/mask-movement for additional infor-

mation. The general public can also visit the link above to order a TN Strong branded mask.  

Participating brands include: • Amazon • Austin Peay State University • Belmont University (courtesy Dickens 

Family) • BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee Foundation • Bridgestone • Bristol Motor Speedway • Chevro-

let • East Tennessee State University • FedEx Express • Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge and Sevierville of Sevier 

County • Gibson Brands • Graceland • Jack Daniel’s • Lipscomb University (courtesy Ezell Foundation) • 

Memphis Grizzlies • Middle Tennessee State University • Nashville Predators • Nashville SC (courtesy Ingram 

Charities, distributed in partnership with United Way of Greater Nashville) • Ryman Hospitality Properties, Inc. 

• SomethingInked • Tennessee Bankers Association • Tennessee Farm Bureau Health Plans • Tennessee 

Tech University • Tennessee Titans • Tractor Supply Company • TriStar Health • Union University • University 

of Memphis • University of Tennessee, Knoxville (courtesy The Boyd Foundation) • Unum Group • Vanderbilt 

University • Volkswagen Chattanooga  

NEW COVID TESTING SITE TIMES! 

Beginning Monday, July 20th, the drive-up 

COVID-19 testing site at the Tipton County 

Health Department will be giving FREE tests 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  The 

Tennessee National Guard is on hand to  

administer the tests.  You can drive through and 

get your free test regardless of symptoms.   

Tipton County Health Department is located at 

4700 Mueller Brass Rd. 

http://www.covingtontn.com
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/mask-movement








to Covington Police 

Call 901-475-1261 or 901-475-4300 

In an emergency dial 9-1-1 

As parents, teachers, and administrators continue to be con-

cerned about re-entry into the schools this Fall, the Tipton County 

School Board met to discuss and decide on a plan for the start of 

the school year.   

To view the meeting, click here. 

To read the Re-opening plan, click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3ZyDs74Wik&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2N0G_4AegB2IHJS64M67HcC_QyYa_a3pYve37VH-vulFsmnXAzcBT7ws8
https://4.files.edl.io/b1d4/07/10/20/034608-386fda5c-a70c-41bd-bc0b-df277ce909f9.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0SecT0SQ2f1HLORhZTd_M4PHdVXiObOVCgaKO54zjG94vhhNNguYLTUMM


Despite continued uncertainty, we have once again been made aware that 
our local economy remains strong --- thanks to YOU! On Monday, we  
received our monthly local option sales tax report and we are happy to  
report sales tax numbers from May 2020 as compared to May 2019 are UP 
11.9% ($40,000). That puts the City of Covington’s year to date local option 
sales tax up 4.3% ($148,000). 
 

These numbers serve as a reminder of just how many people – prior to the COVID-19 pandemic – 
spent their dollars outside Covington. With people closer to home these days, more of you are 
keeping your dollars here, supporting our local businesses! Please continue to do so. The money 
you spend here stays here allowing us in city government to continue to provide the best essential 
services possible including public safety, public works, and parks and recreation – thus continuing  
to improve your overall quality of life! Keep shopping local! We appreciate it!  

This week a mural dedicated to the memory of Christi Davis and  

Rodger Beasley was painted on the wall of the Historic Ruffin Theater.  

Christi and Rodger believed in the power theater has to transform 

lives and strengthen communities.  They both did so much for The 

Ruffin and they are greatly missed.  The “Spread Your Wings” mural 

was made possible with donations from the community and was de-

signed and painted by Mr. Lyn Jones.  The mural includes “In Memory 

of Christi Davis and Rodger Beasley” and also includes #covingtontn so 

that The Ruffin and the community can be tagged and promoted on 

social media.   

If you were at the Parks & Rec Bike Park Grand Opening last week, you 

saw Chase Fowler (orange shirt) win a mountain bike donated by our 

friends at Bike the Planet.  Chase was very excited, not because he 

needed a bike, but because his friend Daniel (red shirt) needed a bike 

and he couldn’t wait to give the new one to him!  Chase, you are an 

incredible young man and we can’t wait to see you riding around your 

neighborhood with your friend! 



Visit us on our Facebook page 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Covington Police Department would like to thank Covington 

Assembly of God Church for care packages for our officers!  

We have an awesome community and we thank you for your 

thoughts and prayers! 

Congratulations to the new Covington-

Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 

Board of Directors who were sworn in 

by Mayor Hanson on Tuesday, July 

21st.  Parker Harris, CEO/Administrator 

of Baptist-Tipton was sworn in as  

President-Elect.  Also sworn in were  

Dr. Rebekah Byrd, Brian Dickey,  

Stephen Shopher, Tony Capps,  

Stephanie Pugh, and Halie Steward.   

 

Thank you all for your willingness to 

serve! 

https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Police-Department-1420689951501331


B I C L Y C L E  P A R K   

G R A N D  O P E N I N G  

KNOCK SMOKING / KNOCK VAPING OUT OF THE PARK 

HOMERUN DERBIES 







http://www.tiptoncountymuseum.com/


COVINGTON CIVIC CENTER 

 

Stay up to date on upcoming events 

at the Civic Center!   

 

Visit our Facebook Page 

or 

Visit our Website! 

Do you have an announcement that 

you would like to include in your  

newsletter?  Click HERE  to email  

your info to Rebecca Ray! 

https://my2020census.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/civiccenter100westwashington
http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
mailto:rray@covingtontn.com







