
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the week of 

March 28 – April 1, 2016 

 

  

  
 

Basketball goals went up last week in Frazier Park. Covington Parks & Recreation Department and  

Covington Public Works teamed up to get the goals operational and ready for outdoor activities! 

 

Monday 

It’s budget time!  Mayor Hanson has been busy for the past several weeks on preparing the budget for next fiscal year.  

Department heads have been asked to submit their proposed budgets, and now he is sitting with each of them 

hammering out the details. 

 

Mayor Hanson goes over budget details with Fire Chief Michael Naifeh and Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn. 



 

VBLOC (Volunteers for Building Lives in Our Communities) is a grass-roots mentoring initiative supported by The 

City of Covington that works with middle school students after school hours to help them set goals, define a 

path for their future, build self-confidence and self-control for making good decisions.  This work is intended 

to help students build a good life for themselves and improve the workforce in our community for future 

employers.  Special guest this week was Justin Jamerson.  Mr. Jamerson is a Memphis native, Harding 

Academy graduate, and works with the Memphis Region of the Tennessee Department of Economic and 

Community Development.  He shared his “story” and words of wisdom with the mentees.   

 

 
Justin Jamerson with the Memphis Region of the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development 

was guest speaker with students in an after school mentoring program at CMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday  

City of Covington employees from all departments were represented in liability training at City Hall Tuesday.  Facilitator 

and trainer Paul Chambliss led the informative session which covered such topics as negligence, harassment, torts, and 

liability.  Based out of Jackson, Tennessee, Mr. Chambliss is a law school graduate and served as assistant to the Mayor 

of Jackson.  He is a consultant for the Tennessee Municipal League (TML) and provides risk management services across 

the State.  He holds an RMPE (Risk Management for Public Entities) certification sponsored by The Insurance Institute of 

America.   

 

 

 
Paul Chambliss with Tennessee Municipal League addresses City of Covington Employees in a  

training session Tuesday at City Hall. 
 

 

 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Safety Committee was held Tuesday in the Lower Level Conference Room 

at City Hall.  Covington Chief of Police Buddy Lewis reported he had received a letter from the National Law Enforcement 

Officers Memorial Fund stating that Sgt John Delashmit’s name will be placed on the memorial wall in Washington DC.  

His name will be called out in a candlelight vigil held on May 13 in Washington.  Chief Lewis and Wilson will attend this 

ceremony representing Covington Police Department.   

 

 



Chief Lewis also reported he and Assistant Chief Bass recently attended a training at DSCC regarding working with local 

churches.  The CPD plans to increase their visibility on church properties and drive through during peak times, such as 

Sunday mornings.  Officers are allowed to go inside and participate in services, as well. 

 

Covington Police Department is continuing an investigation into a shooting that occurred recently on Haynie Street in 

Covington. The person shot was grazed in the neck and not seriously injured.  Police are gathering information and 

evidence.  

 

Chief Buddy Lewis has been reappointed to the Tennessee Corrections Institute Board of Control.  This board regulates 

all jails in Tennessee.  Lewis was appointed to this position by Governor Haslam.   

 

Chief Michael Naifeh of the Covington Fire Department reported that call volumes are trending upward, which also 

increases the number of responses.   

 

Covington is scheduled to take delivery of the new aerial truck on May 2 and the CFD is working on a christening 

ceremony for this state-of-the-art vehicle.  Before being delivered to Covington, this vehicle will be on display at the 

FDIC in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Chief Naifeh will attend this conference. He is also scheduled to attend the Fire 

Commission and Fire Chiefs conference in Gatlinburg in April.   

 

Covington Fire Department will be on hand at the Paradise Church Carnival on April 9.  They will have a trailer on site to 

teach children how to escape a fire in the home.  The Red Cross is also bringing volunteers.  CFD will canvass the 

neighborhood during this time to help people with their fire alarms and fire safety training.  

 

Baker McCool is the only CFD employee who has stepped forward at this time to get involved in paramedic training. He 

should complete the program in the summer.  Chief Naifeh wants his next 3 hires to be paramedic certified.   

 

 

 

Tuesday evening, Mayor Hanson joined pianist Bill Kelley from Ripley and harpist Bill Butner from Memphis in a musical 

tribute to the late Tim Sloan.  Mr. Sloan was an instrumental figure in the growth and development of Covington.  He 

served as an alderman for the city and also served on the Tipton County Commission.   Mayor Hanson (R) is pictured 

with fellow musicians Bill Butner (L) and Bill Kelley (Middle). 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

 
The Special Events Committee met to work on plans for upcoming events in Covington such as  

Music on the Square, The Bar-be-Que Festival, and Art on the Square.   

 



 
Mayor Hanson, Parks and Recreation interim director Karen Griffin, along with Matt McDaniel of the  

Tipton County Department of Public Health and others from Covington and Tipton County attended  

an informative meeting in Covington with Syrena Flowers of Governor Haslam’s Foundation for Health and Wellness.   

The group discussed StartNow – a call to come together as proud Tennesseans – citizens, employers, schools,  

and congregations - to reach a shared goal of becoming a healthier state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 

 

Mayor Hanson, Covington Police Chief Buddy Lewis, and Covington Fire Chief Mike Naifeh visited with First Graders from 

Tipton-Rosemark Academy Thursday morning.  The students, parents, and teachers stopped first at Covington City Hall 

to learn more about government.  They then traveled to the Covington Police and Covington Fire Departments where 

they learned more about public safety.   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember… 

 

 April 23 – 30 – Clean up/Fix up Covington.  

 April 30 – GO LUCY GO 5K race 

 April 23 – May 28 - Music on the Square on Saturday nights 

 May 3 – Lifeblood at City Hall   

 June 2-4 – Bar-Be Que Festival in Cobb-Parr Park 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.golucygo.org/


 

The Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial & Nature 

Center 

Presents: 

 

2016 Artist in Residence 

Peggy Kunkel 

Artist in Residence Peggy Kunkel is a calligrapher with over 25 years of experience and has 

taught calligraphy extensively throughout the Memphis area.  She is a past President of the 

Memphis Calligraphy Guild and is a member of the Tipton Art League.  Her exhibition, “This and 

That”, is on display in the Conference room of the Tipton County Museum.   She and her 

husband Keith live in Covington. 

March 22 Reception:  Come out and meet Peggy!  6:30 p.m., Free 

June 4 Lecture:  “Rock, Paper, Stone, plus a Demon” The History of Calligraphy, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Free 

to Members, $5 Nonmembers 

July 23 Workshop:  “Improve Your Handwriting”, 10 a.m. – Noon, 

 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 

August 13 Workshop:  “Celtic Knots Simplified”, 10 a.m. – Noon 

 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 

Oct. 27 Host:  “Museum Merchant Gala”, Meet local artists, 6 – 8 p.m., 

 Free and Open to the Public 

Nov. 19  Lecture:  “The St. John’s Bible”, The 1st handwritten, illuminated Bible in 500 years, 10 – 11:30 

a.m., Free to Members, $5 Nonmembers 

Sept. 6, 20, 27,  Calligraphy Class:  “Italic Hand”, Tuesday nights, 6 – 8 p.m. 

Oct. 4, & 18     $60 Museum Members, $65 Nonmembers for the 5 week class 

Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

751 Bert Johnston Avenue 

Covington, TN  38019     (901) 476-0242 

 



The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

Presents:  

Summer Lecture Series 2016 
Saturday mornings in June 

10 – 11:30 a.m.,  

Free to Museum Members 

$5.00 General Public 

June 4 “Rock, Paper, Stone, plus a Demon; the History of Calligraphy.”  Peggy Kunkel,  

Artist in Residence 

June 11 “World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893; American Ingenuity on Display Then and Now.”  Nancy 

Fosheé, Award Winning Author 

 

June 18 “A Visual Voyage:  The Art & Life of Claude Monet.”  Tipton County Museum Director Barrie 

Foster (Optional art class, “Painting with Monet” to follow in the afternoon.  Separate 

registration required.) 

June 25 “Everyday Art for Everyday Folk; how to incorporate discarded or reclaimed objects into 

artwork.”  Frank Lilly, folk artist & Vietnam Veteran  

 

Refreshments will be served.   

Museum memberships start at $25 and are available at the door. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 

 

     Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

751 Bert Johnston Avenue 

Covington, TN  38019   (901) 476-0242 


