
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - November 27, 2019 Mayor Justin Hanson 
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Public Safety Committee Meeting - 11/26/19 - 4:00 p.m. 

Present:  Chairman Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderman Danny Wallace, Mayor Justin Hanson, Alderman Jeff Morris, Alderwoman Johnetta 

Yarbrough, Police Chief Larry Lindsey, Fire Chief Richard Griggs, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, HR Director Tiny Rose,  

Assistant to the Mayor Rebecca Ray 

Chairman Phelps called meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Fire Department Report – Chief Richard Griggs 

• Community Events:  Scare on the Square, Halloween at the Sportsplex, American Cancer Society Hope House Donation of $900 

(from T-Shirt sales) 

• Assistant Chief Channell attended Fire Chiefs Orientation 11/15-11/16 

• Submitted ISO Report (Insurance Services Office) – Classification ISO 2 

• Volunteer Hours for November – 279 

• Discussed County Fire Department Update (Fire fee).  Letters will go out starting Monday 

o Discussed County Fire Department plan 

• Fire Explorer program update.  Mr. Drake will provide resources needed to make this program a success 

• Scarlet Rope Project, 1st quarter of next year (human trafficking) 

• Fire Inspection application for services and update for utility services 

• Alan Carter resigned effective 11/18.  His replacement, Andrew Owen, will start 11/27 

• Firefighter Nick Tindall, Driver Matt Massey passed Fire Officer 1 exam 

• 48 hr. in-service training for 2020 was approved on 11/6/19 

• Run Report 10/17-11/21 submitted.  Total calls for 2019 

• Submitted CARE report 

• Discussed smoke alarms 

• Volunteer recruitment update – 20 applicants 

Mayor Hanson made motion to approve report, Alderwoman Yarbrough 2nd, approved 

 

Police Department Report – Chief Larry Lindsey 

• Personnel 

o Newly Hired Officers Jeff Norton (11/16), Colton Hutcheson (10/26), both certified 

o 6 open positions, 2 will be filled soon, 4 to remain open until July to cover cost for technology upgrades and overtime 

deficit 

o Received letter of retirement for Allen Wilson and letter of resignation from Cavat Bass 

o Discussed deployed officers 

o Property Evidence Specialist, position closed 11/24, 4 applicants 

o Submitted personnel budget and staff reports 

• Monthly Stats  

o Submitted Report – will begin to break it down month to month and YTD 

o Criminal Investigations Division Report – Assigned, Active, Solved, Arrests, Warrants - solve rate 44% 

• Calls for Service Report submitted 

o Discussed report and how # of calls are determined 

• Technology Upgrade Update 

o P.O. has been cut and contract signed for Watson RMS Software 

o Quotes are in for laptops and supporting hardware 

o Waiting on Tipton 911 decision to fund server cost of mobile CAD system 

o TBI has issued ROI number and training scheduled for TAC (Ginn) and ALT TAC (Brooks). Must go to training in Nash-

ville.  Projected live date is March 1, 2020. 

• Property Room will soon be back in compliance 

• Officer Training Update 

o Mario Hall graduated 11/15 from National Forensics Academy in Knoxville, TN.  Mayor Hanson and Chief Lindsey 

attended ceremony 

 

• Submitted Part 1 Crimes – YTD report 

o Seeing a reduction in crime 

 



 Public Safety Committee Meeting- Continued 
 

o Considering training on retail theft 

• Discussion of new police facility 

o Chief would like to start fresh on plans for new building 

o Chairman Phelps and Chief visited Atoka Police Department and it would work for our needs (submitted floor 

plan) 

o With this floor plan, we have room for expansion 

o Would like to develop new facility near Sheriff’s Department 

o Also need kennel for K-9 

o Discussed possibility of also housing 911 service in our building 

o Chairman Phelps discussed benefits of building on that property 

o Chief Griggs asked Tommy Dunavant if funds were available through FEMA and he said there are funds and we 

can apply.  Atoka building was partially funded by those funds. 

o Chairman Phelps would like to speak to general contractors to see what the estimated cost would be from the 

Atoka plans.  Atoka department cost just over $2 million. 

o Mayor Hanson would like this committee to recommend to Finance Committee and then Finance to the full Board 

 

Mayor Hanson motioned to approved Police Department Report, Alderwoman Yarbrough 2nd, discussion about future need for a 

dual-purpose K-9.  Also, working on police department getting accredited.  Risk management cost would be reduced.  It would also 

eliminate any issues we have had with policies, liability, etc.  Report approved. 

 

There being no further business, meeting is adjourned.   

Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

The City of Covington would like to wish you and 
your family a blessed Thanksgiving holiday! 

 
In observance of Thanksgiving, our offices will  

close at noon Wednesday, November 27th   
and re-open at 8:00 a.m. on Monday,  

December 2nd. 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, there will be no trash pickup on 

Thursday, November 28th.  Thursday customers will be picked up  

on Friday and Friday customers will be picked up on Saturday.  

Thank you! 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


Tennessee Governor Bill Lee visited Covington Monday to help Tipton County Mayor Jeff 

Huffman, the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development, and 

Comcast host a digital access forum. It is Comcast’s belief that a digital economy has the 

power to transform lives, strengthen communities, and inspire new leaders. As a part of 

the Tennessee Broadband Accessibility Act, Comcast has just invested $2.4 million to ex-

pand rural broadband availability here in Tipton County. As a result, more than 2,200  

families and businesses now have access to high-speed internet. This will enhance  

opportunities for students and adults when it comes to education, healthcare, and work-

force…just to name a few. Comcast also presented new laptop computers to ten students 

in the Tipton County School system. These students will serve as internet essentials  

ambassadors, providing feedback on internet accessibility. After Monday’s forum, a panel  

of economic development and industry experts shared best practices for broadband  

expansion. Monday afternoon, a “Work from Home” expo helped highlight the digital  

economic opportunities created by the rural broadband expansion here in Tipton County.  



11/29/19, 7:00 p.m. 

Glencliff High School 

160 Antioch Pike 

Nashville, TN  37211 

To purchase tickets, visit: 

https://gofan.co/app/

events/76687 

Thanks Covington High Chargers HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) for dropping by 
the office Monday to talk about your recent campaign to inform and educate about mental health 
and suicide.  This year’s platform is “Refuse to Sink”, and is designed to teach those in the  
community the warning signs of suicide and those struggling with mental illness.  HOSA students 
will be placing hand painted inspirational rocks throughout the city.  They’ll also be hosting a  
suicide prevention community event for those 18 years and older Thursday, December 5th from 
4:30-6:30PM at the Dyersburg State Community College Auditorium.  Professional Care services 
will be available to answer questions about suicide and 
mental health treatment.  Thanks CHS HOSA, PCS, DSCC, 
Drug Free Tipton, and the TN Suicide Prevention Network 
for partnering for this worthy issue!   

Our Chargers are headed to  

the semi-finals! 
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Covington Christmas Parade  

December 3, 2019 – 7pm 

The Covington Christmas Parade is set for December 3, 2019.   
Parade participant forms must be completed and received by the  
City of Covington no later than noon, December 2nd.  Parade night check-in 
begins at 5:30 pm on South College in front of the Covington High School Ath-
letic Field.   Everyone must be lined up and ready to go by 6:45pm.  Parade 
Participant forms can be found on the City’s web page or can be picked up on 
the first floor of the Covington Civic Center, HR Office, Room 108.  For more 
information, you may contact City Events Coordinator, Karen Griffin at 
901.475.7139, email  kgriffin@covingtontn.com  or Fax: 901.475.0213. 

We would like to congratulate Covington  

resident and youth mentor Thomas Adams on 

his new book iSpeak Life.  Members of the 

community attended a book signing on  

Saturday. Mr. Adams has dedicated himself  

to mentoring youth and contributes so much 

to our community.  Thanks for all you do, 

Thomas!  We are proud of you! 

mailto:kgriffin@covingtontn.com






Make plans now to get your Christmas started with a 

magical train ride!  The Polar Express movie will be shown 

at the Covington Civic Center, Thursday, December 5th  

at 6:00 p.m. 
• Get your picture taken at our train before entering the station. 

• Cost of each Golden Ticket is $8.00 for the first child and $5 for 

each additional child. 

• Hot Chocolate and cookies will be served beginning at 5:30 p.m.  

The movie will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

• Pajamas are the preferred attire! 

• Seats are limited!  Tickets can be purchased in advance at the 

Covington Civic Center.  

• For more info call 901-475-7179. 



tnAchieves, the local partnering organization for TN Promise, needs volunteers to serve as 
mentors for the Class of 2020! TN Promise allows any graduating high school senior the  
opportunity to attend a community or technical college tuition and fee free. Many of the  
students will be the first in their family to attend college and may also need some additional, 
non-financial support. tnAchieves provides this support by pairing each scholarship applicant 
with a volunteer mentor. The program needs more than 9,000 mentors across the state!  
Locally, Tipton County needs 133 mentors to support our students! 

tnAchieves mentors spend about one hour per month working with a group of students to  
help eliminate the barriers associated with the transition from high school to college.  Mentors  
remind students of important deadlines, serve as a trusted college resource and, most  
importantly, encourage students to reach their full potential.  The time commitment is small, 
only about one hour per month, but the impact on the students can be life changing.  To learn 
more and apply you can visit www.tnachieves.org/mentors/apply or contact Graham Thomas 
with tnAchieves at graham@tnachieves.org or (615) 604-1306.  
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