
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - October 25, 2019 
Mayor Justin Hanson 
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Public Safety Committee Meeting – 10/22/19 – 4:00 p.m. 

Present:  Chairman Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderman C.H. Sullivan, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Alderman Danny Wallace, 

Alderman Jeff Morris, Police Chief Larry Lindsey, Fire Chief Richard Griggs, Mayor Justin Hanson, Tina Dunn, Tiny Rose, Rebecca Ray, 

Margaret Fleming, Olean Anderson 

Covington Fire Department Report – Chief Richard Griggs 

Community Events for Fire Prevention Week, October 6-12 

Charleston 9 Event at DSCC 

123 Firefighters, elected officials, and community members present 

Chief Griggs attended Firehouse Expo on October 10th 

Met with several vendors on new air compressor 

Chief Griggs attended the EMAT Conference October 14-16 in Knoxville 

Volunteer Hours – 366 hours for November 

Fire Explorer Program Update  

Introduces young adults to fire service 

Promotions 

Jeremy Channell to Assistant Chief 

Baker McCool to Lieutenant 

Volunteer Firefighter Zach Moffett to Full Time Firefighter 

Firefighter Nick Tindall and Driver Matt Massey attended week 1 of Fire Officer One October 14-17 

Lt. Burrow and Lt. Channell Completed Fire Officer 3 program – now commissioned Fire Officer 3’s 

40-hour Inservice training for 2020 was submitted and we are awaiting approval 

Submitted Run Report for September 20-October 17.  Total calls for 2019 is 1591  

Submitted CARE Report 

Discussed free smoke alarm program 

Volunteer Recruitment update, have 20 applicants now 

November 15th Fair Labor Standards Class – surrounding municipalities will be in attendance 

ISO Satisfaction Survey came in Monday, but no score was attached.  Should know something next week 

 

Alderman Sullivan motioned, Alderwoman Yarbrough 2nd to accept report, motion carries 

 

Covington Police Department – Chief Larry Lindsey 

Personnel  

1 Certified Officer started October 14th 

Former Officer returning on October 28th 

1 Certified Officer slated to be hired withdrew from consideration 

3 non-certified applicants have completed written test and we are moving forward 

Requesting 1 civilian for property room and other duties, DUI seizures and what money can be recouped, also discussed 

narcotics seizures 

Submitted Monthly Stats 

Citations #’s should go up 

Chief believes in aggressive traffic enforcement  

Submitted CID (Criminal Investigations Division) Report 

Submitted Call Total Report – January 2019-December 2019 

Chief’s plan is to expand data that this Committee receives 

Until now, this department has not been good at data collection 

Will improve over time. 

 

Continued on next page 



Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

Public Safety Committee Meeting - Continued 

 

Computer and Software Costs 

Data Driven, Watson RMS Software – Licensed per officer 

GeoConex, CAD Software – Installed on laptops, allows officers to be connected to dispatch 

Met with 9-1-1 Board and requested that they pay for CAD Software Dispatch portion ($12,961).  Board was interested be-

cause they are looking to hire additional dispatchers and this software will help defer that cost 

Total cost $98,172 and $17,000 per year in maintenance costs 

System will make us much more efficient, 20% decrease in workload, much more info available to officers right from their 

car. 

Chairman Phelps discussed not filling 2 officer positions that are open in order to offset cost of software/hardware 

Mayor Hanson would like to add this to agenda for tonight’s Board meeting 

Alderwoman Yarbrough clarified that 2 officer positions would not be filled, thus leaving those budgeted funds available.  

Alderman Sullivan asked about overtime hours, Chief Lindsey is watching overtime closely and we should be fine. 

Alderwoman Yarbrough asked about incentive packets for new officers.  Chief Lindsey and Tiny are working to complete 

those packets. 

 

Alderman Sullivan motioned to authorize Chief to make these upgrades, Alderwoman Yarbrough 2nd, Mayor Hanson suggested mak-

ing this an addition to tonight’s Board agenda for approval so that we do not have to wait 3 weeks.  Per Chief Lindsey, TBI has to issue 

us an ORI # and we may not get those until mid-December.  Recorder Tina Dunn will complete this meeting’s minutes for Board 

meeting tonight.  No further discussion, so moved 

 

Alderman Sullivan motioned to accept report, Alderwoman Yarbrough 2nd, so moved 

 

Alderman Sullivan motioned to adjourn, Alderwoman Yarbrough 2nd, so moved, meeting adjourned 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system as a way to interactively keep the community  

connected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts.  Tip411 also al-

lows the public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending  

anonymous text messages from their cell phone via a free smartphone app.  Simply text “Tipton” to 

847411 from your cell phone or download the tip411 app.  This service is 100% anonymous! 

Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901-378-0545 or visit www.drugfreetipton.org 

Congratulations to Zach Moffett, one of our 
volunteer firefighters, who was promoted to 
full time status. He has been with the CFD 
since 2015. Welcome, Zach! 

Covington Police   901-475-1261 

Supervisor   901-201-7573 

Central Dispatch  901-475-4300 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.drugfreetipton.org/
http://www.volunteerfiretn.org/
http://volunteerfiretn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Police-Department-1420689951501331/


This week, Mayor Hanson joined 

Governor Bill Lee and TNECD (TN 

Economic & Community Development) 

Commissioner Bob Rolfe in Nashville, 

along with hundreds of state and local 

officials, business executives and  

economic development professionals  

to learn more about TNECD’s  

strides in business recruitment,  

job creation and the programs  

helping to support strong  

Tennessee communities. 



CLICK ABOVE FOR MORE INFO ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE! 

https://www.facebook.com/tiptoncountymuseum/photos/a.208593422485900/3275773665767845/?type=3&theater




The 8th Annual Go Lucy Go Foundation Benefit Dinner is 

rapidly approaching and we hope you are making plans to  

attend.  This is going to be a night you won’t want to miss!    

We will celebrate the work of the Go Lucy Go Foundation 

with dinner and dancing to the best live band in Memphis.   

Over the past 8 years we have seen this event become one 
of our most important fundraisers of the year. We hope you 
will join us this year as we continue to support families in 

medical crisis. 
 

You can find our more about the Go Lucy Go Foundation and 
purchase your tickets at http://golucygo.org  

https://golucygo.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f00bc7c73fd08ca12970056b&id=902b3faf6f&e=51a1f7c260


Art Exhibit by Cole and Simpson on Display through Nov. 5 
Artist reception scheduled for Oct. 29  
 

An art exhibit by Jo Byrd Cole and Addie Byrd Simpson, is on display at the  
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton 
County through Nov. 5. The exhibit is located throughout the Ripley Power 
and Light Company Lobby inside the Learning Resource Center. An artist  
reception will be held Tuesday, Oct. 29, from 6:30-8 p.m. inside the Lobby. 
 

Since devoting time to painting in 2007, Jo Byrd Cole has trained extensively 
through classes and workshops, in-depth studies, and experimentation with a 
range of media and subjects. Her work and first love is to create a new image 
imbued with imagination and the vision of what she sees in this wonderful 
world. A native of Tipton County and a 1986 DSCC alumna, Jo resides in Dyers-
burg with her husband, Dr. Barry Cole. Jo has dedicated this exhibit to all 
those who graciously became part of her life and inspired her…both two and 
four-legged wonders. 
 

Addie Byrd Simpson is 11 years old and is a sixth-grader at Brighton Elemen-
tary School. She began taking art classes in the first grade from Mrs. Barbara Flowers McBride. Having painted 
in all mediums, she prefers acrylics. Addie says she enjoys the art of painting because it lets her be creative 
and express herself.  She especially likes to paint horses. Addie resides with her parents, Amanda and Shan-
non Simpson, her sister Savanna, her dog Winnie and horse, Daisy. 
 

DSCC and the Tipton Art League are sponsoring this exhibit. For more information, contact Barbara Flowers 
McBride at 901-237-4006. 

You’re Invited to have 

Coffee with Mayor Hanson 
 

Where:   Pappy & Jimmie’s 

Time:   7:30-9:00 a.m. 

Date:    October 29th  
    

Come and go as you please! 

Pappy and Jimmie’s is located at 749 N. Main St. 

https://extension.tennessee.edu/Tipton/Documents/tai chi tipton %28002%29.pdf
https://extension.tennessee.edu/Tipton/Documents/tai%20chi%20tipton%20%28002%29.pdf
https://extension.tennessee.edu/Tipton/Documents/tai%20chi%20tipton%20%28002%29.pdf




Learn more about 

us by visiting our 

Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/Tipton-County-Community-Chorus-824216811250705/
https://www.facebook.com/TheRuffinTheater/
https://www.facebook.com/Tipton-County-Community-Chorus-824216811250705/?epa=SEARCH_BOX




 

STATE BOUND 
 

Congratulations to the Covington High Chargers Boys Cross Country 
Track Team and to Na’Kya Gilliam and Hailey Landers!  They are 

headed to STATE on November 2nd!!   

Stay tuned for details about a sendoff celebration! 



(Click on the 

picture to 

watch the 

TCCA Dancers 

on YouTube!) 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=dancing+in+tipton






FREE FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE IN Tipton COUNTY NOVEMBER 19 CONTACT: Buffie Nelms 

Statewide Free Flu Vaccination Event to “FightFluTN”     901-476-0235  
            Buffie.Nelms@tn.gov  

 
(CITY), Tenn. – The Tipton County Health Department is offering flu vaccines at no charge to the community during a 

special “FightFluTN” vaccination event November 19.  

 

“Getting a flu vaccine is the best way to protect yourself, your family and others from the flu and help keep our commu-

nity healthy,” said Tipton County Health Department Interim Director Christie Morris. ”The flu can make you very sick, 

keep you away from work, school and other activities, put you in the hospital or even take your life. We urge everyone 

in Tipton County who has not received a flu shot yet to get one now, and this event is a great time to do it.” 

 

The Tipton County Health Department will provide flu shots November 19 at no cost to anyone who wishes to receive 

one at Tipton County Health Department from 9:30 to 12:30.  

 

Seasonal influenza activity is spreading in Tipton County and across Tennessee and is expected to continue for 

months, so it’s important for anyone over six months of age who hasn’t had a flu shot this flu season to get one now. 

The flu vaccine is especially important for infants, young children, pregnant women, adults over age 50 and those with 

chronic medical conditions. The flu shot remains the best protection against influenza. 

 

For more information about the flu and getting a flu vaccine, contact your health care provider, call the Tipton County Health 
Department at 901-476-0235 or visit tn.gov/health/fightflu.  

mailto:Buffie.Nelms@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/immunization-program/ip/flu-in-tennessee/influenza-immunization.html


Click Here to Learn More! 

www.tnachieves.org  

http://www.tnachieves.org



