
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - September 20, 2019 
Mayor Justin Hanson 
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mailto:alderwomanbommer@gmail.com
mailto:aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com
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Finance and Administration Committee Meeting - 9/17/19 - 4:00 p.m. 

Present:  Chairman Alderman CH Sullivan, Alderman Danny Wallace, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough,  

Alderman Jeff Morris, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Mayor Justin Hanson, David Gray, Tina Dunn, Calvin 

Johnson, Rebecca Ray, Nic Shaw, Rachel Witherington, Lessie Fisher, David Gwinn, Tracy Fearnley, Suez, 

Margaret Fleming, Harold Morris, Lauren Fletcher, Echo Day 
 

AMI Metering System 

• Tracy Fearnley gave quick overview of system as presented to the Public Works Committee 

 Asset Management Program with Preventative and Corrective Maintenance 

• Showed examples of manual-read water meter compared to smart water meter 

• 100% warranty for 15 years, 20 years on network 

• Recommending ACLARA Star AMI System 

• Covers water and gas 

• FCC Licensed 

• Submitted Cost Justification, Annual Financial Benefit of $516,165 per year 

• Can spread cost over 5, 7, or 10 years 

• Delay billing for one year from date of contract 

• David Gray stated that he understands that this is an expensive proposition, but it would streamline 

customer service, maintenance, etc.   

• Nic explained network architecture and the way the data is transmitted.  This design is far superior to 

other systems, in his opinion.   

• David Gray recommends 5 year plan   

• Reflected in municipal fund balance in year 2021 

• Alderman Wallace asked about how savings would be reflected  

Per David, we have 2 meter readers, 2 trucks.  It will take a year to implement system.  We will 

continue to read meters during this time. 

Meter readers would eventually be moved into other positions so no positions are lost 

• Motioned made by Alderman Sullivan to recommend to Board to proceed, 2nd by Alderwoman Bom-

mer, approved 

• Will go to full Board on September 24th 
 

Moratorium and Design Review Commission Discussion  

• Per Lessie Fisher, City officials have received calls re: Hwy 51 corridor.  Planning Commission has decid-

ed to update zoning. 

• Per Attorney Witherington, Planning Commission voted in August to recommend to the Board of Mayor 

and Alderman that they pass a partial temporary moratorium for 6 months for parcels along Hwy 

51.  Current zoning is very broad, and the zoning districts are irregular.  Have looked at other towns‘ 

zoning and uses permitted.  Reason for moratorium is to temporarily halt building along Hwy 51 corri-

dor while zoning change process, which is a lengthy  

• This does not stop a new business from coming in to an existing building, just developing a new lot, re-

zoning a parcel.   

• Any application or site plan that has already been approved with not be affected.  

• Alderman Sullivan stated that this is a continuation of our strategic planning. 

Continued on next page 



Finance and Administration Committee Meeting - 9/17/19 Cont’d 

• Alderman Morris stated that he is concerned about a moratorium.  Some property owners may have 

someone who has an interest, and this may keep them from making a decision. 

• Per Alderman Sullivan this will tighten up aesthetics 

• Citizen Harold Morris stated that he feels like Codes Department needs the funds and tools to do what it 

needs to do.  Also, if this moratorium is put in place, this hinders citizens like him from making a living 

selling lots to incoming businesses. 

• Alderwoman Yarbrough wanted clarification on the reason for hesitation. Alderman Wallace stated that 

he feels like we are causing more red tape for incoming business. 

• Mayor Hanson asked if there is another way to go about this to address it in a way that allows for pro-

gress to a certain point.  Attorney Witherington stated that generally, yes, there is a way to address it 

without a moratorium.  The problem with making changes without a moratorium can create a change in 

zoning during the process, which could cause major issues for new businesses. 

• Alderman Wallace suggested that the Codes Department review fewer items instead of the all ordinances 

at once, not imposing a moratorium 

• Lessie Fisher discussed similar issues in other municipalities.  We all want the city to look better and pros-

per.  Looking at strategic plan, citizen concerns, this is something we need to do.   

• Lauren Fletcher (Chamber) and Harold Morris spoke on barometer of what they are hearing about Hwy 

51 corridor 

• Alderman Wallace asked if we can make changes without moratorium.  Attorney Witherington said we do 

not have to have a moratorium to make changes.   

• Per Attorney Witherington, biggest risk is that there could be a rush to file applications under existing reg-

ulations before changes are made.  

• Alderman Wallace stated that he is favorable to cleaning up Hwy 51 corridor but is not favorable to 

putting a moratorium in place and forming another review committee. 

• Attorney Witherington gave the committee information about forming a Design Review Commission that 

would create guidelines for the exterior appearance of nonresidential property, multifamily residential 

property, and any entrance to a nonresidential development within the municipality. Planning Commis-

sion can be designated as the Design Review Commission or a separate commission can be created. 

• Per Attorney Witherington, there would be a Design Review manual for non-residential development, 

separate from zoning ordinance.   

• Planning commission must go by zoning ordinances 

• Per Attorney Witherington, zoning changes take time and the effects are far reaching 

• Per Alderman Sullivan, we must get this right.  But we don’t want to lose new business coming in.   

• No decision was made regarding this 
 

Delinquent Tax Sale – September 20, 2019 

• 410 N. Maple St., minimum bid $3,000, City would only have to pay county taxes owed on the property 
for 2016 and 2017 

• Alderman Sullivan made motion for city to bid the property into Chancery Court if it does not sell at the 
delinquent property tax sale on 9/20, Alderman Wallace 2nd, approved 

 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned  



 

 

CONSTITUTION WEEK 

 

On Tuesday, River City Chapter DAR invited Mayor 

Hanson, Tipton County Executive Jeff Huffman,  

and Brighton Mayor Sarah Crocker to celebrate 

Constitution Week.  Tuesday marked the 232nd 

anniversary of the signing of the U.S. Constitution.  

A proclamation was read to recognize all who  

are born in the U.S., or by naturalization, have  

become citizens. 

 

 

 

 

DSCC LADY EAGLES SOCCER 

 

Coach Robert Luttrell and the Dyersburg State 

Community College Lady Eagles Soccer Team  

visited City Hall on Wednesday before they  

headed south to play SW Mississippi Community 

College in Summit, MS.  We are so proud of these 

ladies for how they represent our DSCC Jimmy  

Naifeh Center here in Covington on and off the 

field.  Go Eagles! 

 

 

 

 

COVINGTON ROTARY 

 

Mayor Hanson was invited to be the guest  

speaker at Thursday’s Rotary Club meeting.   

The Rotary Club does so many things to improve 

our community and Mayor Hanson took the  

opportunity to speak with them about all the  

wonderful things going on in Covington right now 

and coming up in the near future.  We appreciate 

the partnership we have with Covington Rotary! 



COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Covington Police   901-475-1261 

Supervisor   901-201-7573 

Tipton Co. Sherriff  901-475-3300 

Central Dispatch  901-475-4300 

Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system as a way to interactively keep the community  

connected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts.  Tip411 also allows 

the public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending  

anonymous text messages from their cell phone via a free smartphone app.  Simply text “Tipton” to 

847411 from your cell phone or download the tip411 app.  This service is 100% anonymous! 

Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901-378-0545 or visit www.drugfreetipton.org 

https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.drugfreetipton.org/
http://www.volunteerfiretn.org/
http://volunteerfiretn.org/
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CHARGER  

PRIDE 

You’re Invited to have 

Coffee with Mayor Hanson 
 

Where:   Pappy & Jimmie’s 

Time:   7:30-9:00 a.m. 

Date:    October 1st  
    

Come and go as you please! 

Pappy and Jimmie’s is located at 749 N. Main St. 

http://www.covingtonchargerfootball.com/
mailto:clay@dscc.edu




CLICK ABOVE FOR MORE INFO ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE! 

https://www.facebook.com/tiptoncountymuseum/photos/a.208593422485900/3275773665767845/?type=3&theater


Click Here to  

Visit Our  

Facebook Page! 
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https://www.facebook.com/events/889301601433439/


http://www.amandasway.org/


VF Corporation to Expand in Lauderdale County,  

Locate New Facility in Tipton County 

Last week, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, Tennessee Department of Economic and  

Community Development Commissioner Bob Rolfe and VF Corporation officials  

announced that the company will expand its footprint in West Tennessee.  

VF plans to expand its current Workwear operations in Henning and locate a new 

manufacturing facility in Covington, investing nearly $7.5 million and creating over 

220 new jobs in West Tennessee. VF will be expanding its manufacturing facility in 

Henning, where it will create 162 new jobs, and locating a new distribution facility 

in Covington, where it will create 66 new jobs.  

 

To apply for these jobs visit volt.com and search zip code 38019  

or visit jobs4tn.gov.  

https://www.facebook.com/BillLeeTN/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDIVOR1tFNHLbdXTSQdeD8f-fBZ_lYaeFho2hx01K86otrqZGlQ5RglL4OXJChA0BMvWlF7OpHhWMFD5bjQiXytpTHZAH4rsT-F4YzIUE8fZnAbUHNz50PRSLvj5Y-CGvOcm3jrjpzuelEyE6wLr4lzqHxUh3rBkRGG9Q6q9mlsz4p4rJjJITR5BIubbILG_ANBgJ3Gplsnj
https://www.facebook.com/tnecd/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDIVOR1tFNHLbdXTSQdeD8f-fBZ_lYaeFho2hx01K86otrqZGlQ5RglL4OXJChA0BMvWlF7OpHhWMFD5bjQiXytpTHZAH4rsT-F4YzIUE8fZnAbUHNz50PRSLvj5Y-CGvOcm3jrjpzuelEyE6wLr4lzqHxUh3rBkRGG9Q6q9mlsz4p4rJjJITR5BIubbILG_ANBgJ3GplsnjBvmr
https://www.facebook.com/tnecd/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDIVOR1tFNHLbdXTSQdeD8f-fBZ_lYaeFho2hx01K86otrqZGlQ5RglL4OXJChA0BMvWlF7OpHhWMFD5bjQiXytpTHZAH4rsT-F4YzIUE8fZnAbUHNz50PRSLvj5Y-CGvOcm3jrjpzuelEyE6wLr4lzqHxUh3rBkRGG9Q6q9mlsz4p4rJjJITR5BIubbILG_ANBgJ3GplsnjBvmr
http://www.volt.com
http://www.jobs4tn.com


Learn more about 

us by visiting our 

Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/Tipton-County-Community-Chorus-824216811250705/
https://www.facebook.com/TheRuffinTheater/
https://www.facebook.com/Tipton-County-Community-Chorus-824216811250705/?epa=SEARCH_BOX


Click here to  

visit our  

FB page! 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a 6-lane, 25 meter  

recreational and competition covered pool.  The pool depth  

is 3 feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep end.  The 

deep end of the pool houses 2 spring boards for recreational 

use.  We offer several levels of swim lessons for young 

children to adults!  Water aerobics and other fitness classes 

are also offered.  The pool is equipped for those with mobility 

issues by way of an ADA-compliant fix lift.  The Aquatic  

Center is covered, heated, and open all year! 

https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonaquatics/


A Community Affair 

Tipton County 3rd Annual Community Health Fair 

Sponsored by: 

The Covington Clinic, PC 

St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church 

Pastor Dexter Moragne 
 

October 12, 2019, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church 

632 St. Luke Rd. 

Covington, TN  38019 

 

Diabetic Screenings, Blood Pressure Screenings, Flu Vaccines, Lifeblood,  

Demonstrations, Patient Education Materials, Door Prizes and much more! 










