
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - September 6, 2019 
Mayor Justin Hanson 
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Public Works Committee Meeting - 9/3/29 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Alderman Jeff Morris, Chairman, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, 

Director David Gray, Director Lessie Fisher, Tina Dunn, Rachel Witherington, Nic Shaw, Rebecca Ray, Calvin 

Johnson, Echo Day, Tracy Fearnley (Suez) 

 

Public Works Report 

• Discussed cost factor, AMI Metering (submitted packet), Tracey Fearnley explained 

• Did propagation study 

• Annual financial benefit $516, 165 

• Discussed budgetary pricing, Annual Fees, timeline (estimate 1 year after signing), technical  

 systems, licensing 

• Alderman Morris and Mayor Hanson motioned to move to Finance Committee in September 

• Motion carries 

 

City Paving to begin possibly this week 

 

Director Gray spoke to TDOT regarding Hwy 51 Paving 

• One bid submitted again but was lower this time 

• Bid was accepted 

• Will know approximate start date soon 

 

Bids for lawn mowers 

• 2 bids in from Wooten and John Deere 

• Committee approved bid from Wooten to purchase 2 Kubota mowers 

 

CDBG Grant  

• Open bid was 8/29 for rehab on Hwy 51 sewer  

• 2 bids, White Construction and Thomas Marbry 

• Bid will be sent to Mattie Cushman 

• Motion carries to accept White Construction bid and send to Mattie Cushman and full Board 

 

First Utility Regulator Station Replacement 

• Corner of Hwy 179 and Hwy 54 

• Texas Gas is upgrading station, proposing to build regulator station  

• City pays 25% ($20,906.25) 

• Requesting to use funds from the asset account 

• Alderman Morris made motion to approve, motion carries 

 

Speed Limit Hwy 54 toward Brownsville 

• State has no objections to raising speed limit to 45 between Hwy 179 and 4-way stop 

• Alderman Morris motioned recommending to raise to 45 to keep it consistent, motion carries 
 

Continued on next page 



Public Safety Committee Meeting - 9/3/19 Cont’d 

 

Speed Limit Hwy 51 S. heading south 

• TDOT would like to do a speed study 

• Per Alderman Morris, would like to look at lowering speed if study does not cost us anything 

• Motion made to ask Mayor to draft a letter to look into study, motion carries 

 

Wireless Communication Agreement 

• Current carriers on water tank 

• Agreement is basically the same, just updated 

• Motion made for Mayor to sign new contract, 10 year term, renewable 5 years, motion carries 

 

Code Division Monthly Report 

•     Training going well 

•     Working property maintenance concerns, addressing issues before they become blight issues 

•     Started working on goals for Code Enforcement in the strategic plan, brought forth previously by  

 Pinnacle Group 

Hwy 51 corridor, entryways into the City 

Need to shore up ordinances 

Attorney Witherington states: 

Zoning for Hwy 51 corridor, all parcels of real estate touching Hwy 51 

Mostly zoned B-2, some R-1, some R-2 

Planning Commission has recommended to the Board that zoning on the Highway 51 corridor be 

  studied and amended, and while doing so to pass a resolution putting a temporary, partial 

  moratorium on any zoning changes in the corridor 

Would like the Board of Mayor and Aldermen to pass a partial, temporary moratorium on  

 approving any new development, re-zoning, text amendments or variances for 6 months in 

 the B-2 district and in R-1 and R-2 districts that are contiguous to Highway 51 in order to study 

 changes in zoning and amend the zoning ordinance 

Would like to look into creating Design Review Commission 

This would not affect any new development or zoning changes in these districts that has already 

  been approved by the planning commission 

Nothing for the Public Works Committee to do at this time, just providing information on the  

 moratorium before going in front of full Board 
 

Round 3 of Blight Eradication will begin shortly 

 

The 2018 Home Grant Public Meeting was held on August 26 at 4:00 pm.  The meeting was well attend-
ed.  The deadline for applications to be turned in is September 16, 2019 by 4:00 pm to the Code Compliance 
Department.  

 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned 

Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


You’re Invited to have 

Coffee with Mayor Hanson 
 

Where:   Pappy & Jimmie’s 

Time:   7:30-9:00 a.m. 

Dates:    September 17 
    

Come and go as you please! 

Pappy and Jimmie’s is located at 749 N. Main St. 

Mayor Hanson was invited to speak to Brighton High 
School’s Broadcasting class last Friday.  Thank you to 
Laura Drew Holmes for allowing the Mayor to visit with 
these great students.  We can’t wait to see what the  
future holds for them! 

As per rules that went into effect on July 1, 2015, the City of Covington 

Utilities Department is strictly enforcing due dates, cutoff dates, and 

late/reconnect fees for our utility customers.  Please refer to this chart: 

 

 

 

 

Our office hours are 8:00 am-4:30 pm Monday-Friday.  All payments must be made BEFORE  

4:30 pm on the last day.  Any payment received after 4:30 pm on the last day to pay will be subject 

to a $50 charge.  This charge must be paid in order to ensure services are not disconnected or to  

re-connect services in the event that they have been disconnected.  THERE WILL BE NO 

EXCEPTIONS TO THIS.  For your convenience, we offer 4 easy ways to pay: 
 

Pay at City Hall Drive thru and Office Hours are 8:00 am-4:30 pm Monday - Friday 

Pay by Phone Call 1-844-876-2911  (You must provide your account number) 

Pay Online  Visit www.covingtontontn.com and click the blue “Online Bill Pay” circle 

Automated Draft Form must be filled out at the Utility Department at City Hall 

BILL DUE DATE LAST DAY TO PAY DISCONNECT DATE 

13th of the month 23rd of the month 24th of the month 

24th of the month 3rd of the month 4th of the month 



Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system as a way to interactively keep the community  

connected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts.  Tip411 also allows 

the public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending  

anonymous text messages from their cell phone via a free smartphone app.  Simply text “Tipton” to 

847411 from your cell phone or download the tip411 app.  This service is 100% anonymous! 

Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901-378-0545 or visit www.drugfreetipton.org 

Click below to learn more! Click here to 

find us on 

Facebook! 

Covington Police   901-475-1261 

Supervisor   901-201-7573 

Tipton Co. Sherriff  901-475-3300 

Central Dispatch  901-475-4300 
Click here to learn more 

about Heat Related Illness 

https://www.drugfreetipton.org/
http://volunteerfiretn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/warning.html


Click here to  

visit our  

FB page! 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a 6-lane, 25 meter  

recreational and competition covered pool.  The pool depth  

is 3 feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep end.  The 

deep end of the pool houses 2 spring boards for recreational 

use.  We offer several levels of swim lessons for young 

children to adults!  Water aerobics and other fitness classes 

are also offered.  The pool is equipped for those with mobility 

issues by way of an ADA-compliant fix lift.  The Aquatic  

Center is covered, heated, and open all year! 

https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonaquatics/


https://www.facebook.com/events/353933165507426/


CHARGER  

PRIDE 

http://www.covingtonchargerfootball.com/
mailto:jamesmoore@bgchrr.com


Fall Shopping Expo has something for  
everyone!! The first 25 guests get “happy bags” 
from Scarlett Events! Hourly door prizes pro-
vided by our amazing vendors! Dj, caterer, and 
shopping! As always, our guests’ admission is 
FREE!!!   September 14, 9am-2pm 
Click here to view this event on our Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2472319636381740/
https://www.facebook.com/events/155378095389993/
https://www.facebook.com/events/155378095389993/


https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/events/details/covington-tipton-co-heritage-festival-43
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Click Here to  
get more  

Museum Info! 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

Veteran of the Month September 2019 

Willie Elbert Dyson 

 

 The Tipton County Museum Veteran of the Month for September 2019 is Willie Elbert Dyson, who was 

born in Covington, Tennessee, in 1960.  After graduating from Covington High School in 1978, he moved to 

Michigan to live with his sister and attend community college.  His love of Country and a strong feeling of patri-

otism, however, soon overwhelmed him; and he felt the need to serve his country.  In September of 1979 he 

enlisted in the United States Army and attended basic training in Fort Dix, New Jersey, followed by additional 

schooling in Aberdeen, Maryland.  He spent a year and a half in Fort Stewart, Georgia, as a Track Wheel Vehicle 

Mechanic.  He then transferred to D Company, 122nd Maintenance Battalion, US Army Europe in Butzbach, 

West Germany, where he worked as a Battery Shop Operator, a Generator Mechanic, and a Forward Support 

Track Wheel Mechanic for the next three years.  In November of 1984 he was Honorably Discharged as an E–4 

promotable.   For his service to our country he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 

Overseas Service Ribbon, and M-16 Marksman Rifle badge.   

 With Army life behind him, he was now ready to begin a new chapter in his life.  He returned home to 

Covington, where he began a fruitful career with Delfield on February 6, 1985.  He is currently a Line Facilitator 

there, although he has worked in many areas of the plant over the years.   

 In addition to serving his country, Willie has been serving the Lord for many years.  While stationed in 

Germany, he was blessed to pastor a local church there.  For the past 26 years he has been pastor of Pilgrim 

Rest Baptist Church in Henning, Tennessee.  Family is very important to him, and he is grateful to have both his 

daughters, Cassandra Dyson and Chandra Dyson Somerville, each having 2 children, living nearby in Covington.  

 Willie was nominated for Veteran of the Month by his good friend and May 2015 Veteran of the 

Month, John McBride. 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/shattering-the-silence-whatever-it-takes-to-prevent-suicide-tickets-62160521794


Did you know that more people annually die by suicide than by homicides or 

car accidents? QPR is aimed at anyone who is in contact with humans! QPR is 

just like CPR, but for suicidal thoughts. The fact is that even the most “normal” 

& “happy” people can be affected by suicide BUT anyone can prevent the trag-

edy of suicide. To attend this training get your free ticket by clicking HERE.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/qpr-question-persuade-refer-suicide-awareness-training-tickets-69761425301









