
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - August 23, 2019 
Mayor Justin Hanson 
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Finance and Administration Committee Meeting 8/20/19 - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Alderman C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Alderman Jeff Morris,  

Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Mayor Justin Hanson, David Gray, Chief Buddy Lewis, 

Chief Richard Griggs,  Tiny Rose,  Nic Shaw, Tina Dunn, David Gwinn, Lessie Fisher, Walt Downing (USDA),  

Pat Harcourt (A2H), Dawn McGee (Regions), Hall Gardner (Regions), Margaret Fleming, Echo Day 

 

USDA Community Facility Grant Discussion - Pat Harcourt & Walt Downing  

• Distributed handout for new police facility, estimate $7.75 million 

• Combination of grant and loan.  Must spend the loan portion first, grant portion last 

• 40 years - 3-1/2%, ask for entire amount and then scale back project to fit dollar amount 

• This is a rare opportunity for this type project 

• Walt Downing suggested we get application in very quickly and not wait until deadline which is 9/30 

• Discussed affordability of loan, Board felt that $4 million is doable 

• Still waiting on conversion process 

• Alderman Sullivan suggested we ask for $4 mil in loan and $3.75 in grant 

• Several payments coming off in upcoming budget years, per Tina Dunn 

• Walt clarified that we are not obligated to do anything until we take the first draw, which has to be within 

24 months 

• Grant amount is determined off of total project cost 

• Per Pat Harcourt, there are several items that could be scaled back to save on project cost 

• Alderman Wallace motioned $4mil loan request and the rest in grant request 

• Approved 

 

All plans, discussions, cost estimates, etc. are by no means final or binding.  This is a preliminary discussion on 

the feasibility of moving forward with a new police facility and determining how many grant dollars are  

available for this project.   

 

Regions Bank 

• Discussed Account Overview, performance of assets, returns 

• Asset allocation:  Equity, Fixed Income, Alternative Investments, Cash and Equivalents 

 

No further business, meeting adjourned 

Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


As part of the effort to remove vacant and abandoned properties in the City of Covington, here 
are several facts you should know about the Blight Eradication process which continued this 
week: 

• The Grant focused on vacant properties. The Grant dollars have been spent to prioritize va-
cant, single family homes because the cost to demolish those structures is much less expen-
sive than demolition of commercial properties. 

• Property owners of identified properties contacted the City regarding voluntarily participating 
in the program. 

• Public hearings and informational meetings were held to answer any questions the property 
owners and/or public had. 

• Property owners voluntarily signed and had notarized an Authorization for Demolition form. 

• Property owners that voluntarily participated in the program retain ownership of the property 
and no lien for the demolition cost is recorded against the property. 

• Demolishing these properties increases property value and inhibits criminal activity. 

 
As always, the City of Covington is happy to answer any questions the public may have  

regarding this or any other program.  Give us a call at 901-476-9613. 

Blight Eradication  



Covington Police Department Chief Buddy Lewis was honored with a reception 

held at City Hall on Thursday, August 22nd.  Chief Lewis has been in law  

enforcement for 47 years.  He has served not only as a trooper with the  

Tennessee Highway Patrol and a deputy Sheriff in Tipton County, but also as  

Tipton County Sheriff before coming to the Covington Police Department in  

2013.  He was once named Tennessee Sheriff of the Year and is well respected 

across the State.  We thank Chief Lewis on his years of service to the State of  

Tennessee and most especially to our community.  We wish him all the best in 

his future endeavors as he continues to serve others. 



https://www.facebook.com/events/353933165507426/


Click here to  

visit our  

FB page! 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a 6-lane, 25 meter  

recreational and competition covered pool.  The pool depth  

is 3 feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep end.  The 

deep end of the pool houses 2 spring boards for recreational 

use.  We offer several levels of swim lessons for young 

children to adults!  Water aerobics and other fitness classes 

are also offered.  The pool is equipped for those with mobility 

issues by way of an ADA-compliant fix lift.  The Aquatic  

Center is covered, heated, and open all year! 
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Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system as a way to interactively keep the community  

connected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts.  Tip411 also allows 

the public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending  

anonymous text messages from their cell phone via a free smartphone app.  Simply text “Tipton” to 

847411 from your cell phone or download the tip411 app.  This service is 100% anonymous! 

Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901-378-0545 or visit www.drugfreetipton.org 

Click below to learn more! Click here to 

find us on 

Facebook! 

Covington Police   901-475-1261 

Supervisor   901-201-7573 

Tipton Co. Sherriff  901-475-3300 

Central Dispatch  901-475-4300 
Click here to learn more 

about Heat Related Illness 

https://www.drugfreetipton.org/
http://volunteerfiretn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/warning.html


 

Click Here to  
get more  

Museum Info! 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
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There was a reception honoring the Lyons Brothers of Tipton County at the Tipton 

County Museum on Tuesday, August 20th.  All seven of the Lyons brothers served in  

the military dating from the early 1960’s until 2010 when the last brother retired from 

the Navy.  Miraculously, all returned home safely after their service.  Friends and family 

gathered to celebrate and thank them for their service to our Country.  While all the 

brothers could not attend, several brothers were able to travel back to Covington for 

the ceremony.  They were presented with a proclamation from the City of Covington.   

 

The Tipton County Museum will host an exhibit honoring these hometown heroes  

from August 20th - November 30th.  The exhibit not only reveals the Lyons Brothers’ 

incredible service, but also shows the support of their  

parents, their six sisters, and various other family members.   

 

Come by the museum and learn more about this amazing 

family and the sacrifices they made in service to our  

Country! 

A Time to Honor:  The Lyons Brothers of Tipton County 



Save the Date! September 11, 2019 

More Information Coming SOON! 

You’re Invited to have 

Coffee with Mayor Hanson 
 

Where:   Pappy & Jimmie’s 

Time:   7:30-9:00 a.m. 

Dates:    September 3 

   September 17 
    

Come and go as you please! 

Pappy and Jimmie’s is located at 749 N. Main St. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2472319636381740/
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Did you know that more people annually die by suicide than by homicides or 

car accidents? QPR is aimed at anyone who is in contact with humans! QPR is 

just like CPR, but for suicidal thoughts. The fact is that even the most “normal” 

& “happy” people can be affected by suicide BUT anyone can prevent the trag-

edy of suicide. To attend this training get your free ticket by clicking HERE.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/qpr-question-persuade-refer-suicide-awareness-training-tickets-69761425301








https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/tennessee-hepatitis-a-outbreak.html

