
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 

Newsletter - August 9, 2019 
Mayor Justin Hanson 
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Public Works Committee Meeting 8/5/19 
 

Present at the meeting:  Alderman Jeff Morris, Chairman, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman Danny Wallace, Mayor Justin  

Hanson, David Gray, Calvin Johnson, Lessie Fisher, Johnetta Yarbrough, Tina Dunn, David Gwinn, Nic Shaw, Rebecca Ray, Echo Day, 

Margaret Fleming, Tracy Fearnley and Joe Kelly, Suez 
 

Presentation from Suez on AMI Metering – Mr. Tracy Fearnley 

Video shown regarding smart meters, meter replacement program 

Joe Kelly discussed AMI (Advanced Metering Infrastructure) being affordable for small communities and how system is managed. 

Value proposition 

Sole service offering – no 3rd party vendor 

Suez owns maintenance program 

Designed for small to mid-size utilities 

Suez assumes all technological risks, protects from obsolescence 

Continuous supervision & failure investigation 

Software updates and training 

24 reads per day vs. 12 reads per year – provides greater analytics 

Alderman Wallace inquired about features and options, for example, remote disconnect 

Utilities Dept. submitted to David Gray reasons why automated meters would be a benefit 

Alderman Morris inquired about feedback on system.  Per Suez, residents easily adapt to new system. 

Improves customer service when customer calls, utility rep will have more accurate information. 

System can read both water and gas 

David Gray to move forward in gathering info needed and collaborating with Suez on details 
 

Highway 51 Paving 

Supposed to be done in June 

One bid submitted to State and came in too high 

State decided to change bid packet and rebid 

Bid opens 8/9 

David should have update next week 

Our paving, 3rd week of August, possibly September, should take about a week to be completed 
 

Water Treatment Plant Aerators 

Aerator 2 completed and back online 

Aerator 1 should be online by the end of the week 
 

Sanitation Rates 

July 1, sanitation rates increased 1.9% 

Shared dumpsters, inventorying them now, some discrepancies realized 
 

Gasification Update 

Southern Environmental Services met with the State Tuesday 

Expect about 50 days for permit 

Use of existing building and possibly addition to building already at site 

Discussing lease with Rachel Witherington 

Once permit is in place, would like to be up and running in 5 days 

Possibly 25-35 employees needed 

Alderman Wallace inquired about several pieces of equipment at plant.  Per David Gray, we could possibly offer it for sale or  

auction. 

Waste Water Plant and Water Treatment Plant has seen great improvements 



Cont’d - Public Works Committee Meeting 8/5/19 
 

 

Water Main Extension S. College / Hastings Way 

Completed and should be under budget 

Water pressure and fire protection will be greater 

 

Water Main & Gas Main across town creek replacement 

Design did not go under town creek, went over the creek.  

Will have to bore 10” water main & 4” gas under creek and out other side 

Money will come from asset account instead of from budget 

Approx. $20K on water side, Approx. $12K on gas side 

Alderwoman Bommer made motion to allow David to proceed not to exceed $35,000. Approved. 

 

First Utility and Main gate regulator stations replacement 

This item tabled until next meeting 

 

CDBG Sewer Grant Update 

$550K grant for sewer repair 

Line needs replaced along Hwy 51 

Plans sent to state and approved 

Prebid 8/21, open bid 8/29, work starts shortly after 

That will close out 2018 grant 

We are eligible for grant every 2 years (2020) 

 

Motion to accept report, passed. 

 

Code Division 

Round 2 blight removal today 

1 on S. Maple came down today (Tuesday), one possibly tomorrow 

Waiting on asbestos abatement for commercial properties 

Several more residential properties coming down in 3rd round 

Regarding new car wash near Burger King – Robbins/Hwy 51.  Will have to go to Board of Appeals on pay stations.  Reps from 

Century car wash were very complimentary of Codes Dept.  

Mr. Edwards request for street naming, 30-day review comment time, first reading on August 13th.  

Zaxby’s working out details with property owners.  Located on parcel across drive from Murphy Oil at Walmart 

Local doctor, Joe Freeman opening practice in Covington, at Baptist Tipton physician building 

 

Committee discussed improving properties on Hwy 51, working with business owners to make improvements to lots and buildings. 

Alderwoman Bommer would like to encourage business owners to make improvements. 

 

Nothing further, meeting adjourned 

Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Get Involved! 

Support your Covington Chargers by  

attending the 4th Annual Car Show on  

Saturday, September 7, 9:00am - 3:00pm.  

There will be food, music, raffle, crafts and 

more!  For more info, visit their Facebook 

page by clicking HERE! 

Join the celebration of the life and  

accomplishments of Tipton County’s  

own Isaac Hayes on August 17th,  

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm at Frazier Park.   

Live entertainment, food, vendors, bounce 

house, and admission is free! 
Click for more info! 

Tipton County Museum will honor the  

August 2019 Veteran of the Month  

Gaetano “Guy” Critelli on August 13th  

at 6:30 p.m. Please join us at the museum 

for this wonderful reception! 

Click for more info! 

Come to witness the homecoming of Tonya 
Renee Dyson! This concert kicks off the 

Isaac Hayes weekend and we will be honor-
ing other artists that have left Covington and 
made an impact in the music world. Tickets 
are 10.00 and on sale now! All ticket pro-
ceeds will go to The Boys and Girls Club, 
The Tipton County Commission on aging 

and The Carl Perkins Center. 

An Evening 

with Tonya 

Renee  

Dyson 

August 16th 

7:00 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/353933165507426/
https://www.facebook.com/events/353933165507426/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2329698383732127/
https://www.facebook.com/tiptoncountymuseum/


On Saturday, August 3rd, Mayor Hanson partnered with Chef David Bennett of 

Baptist Tipton to film a series of Healthy Cooking video spots for Team Tipton 

Healthier Tennessee initiative.  Thank you Baptist Tipton, Children Family Ser-

vices and Tipton County Health Department for your help with this project! 

(Look for these videos on YouTube and Facebook soon!) 

Mayor Hanson, Covington Police Department 

and Covington Fire Department greeted  

students at Covington Integrated Arts Academy  

for their first full day of school.  Thanks to 2nd 

Grade Teacher Taryn Lee Anderson and the  

entire staff at CIAA for the invitation!   

We wish all of our children, parents, faculty, 

and staff a wonderful school year! 

https://www.facebook.com/TarynAnderson?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDQcjk6zTw3kJEiegxu0pANX4-xE9gezUT8cNczYWvLpbPwPQ7jtFltHrBm9WIdwRTtkf04eM0220uu&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA3SZwCFFGY4XhJPil1unR_f6gNXWdJqL_Qd3Ljwk0R50CMLhQKyiIvR3SqkhvmI7uHVbQxLhJmzZPuBYuey0Bjd2Dw


BLIGHT ERADICATION GRANT 

Round two of blight eradication has begun 

here in the City of Covington.  Tearing down 

these structures not only improves public 

safety but also curb appeal.  We encourage all 

of our residents to take pride in their property 

by keeping the lawn cut and litter picked 

up.  Neighborhood stabilization and beautifi-

cation is a big priority.  In all, 54 structures 

(residential and commercial) on and off High-

way 51 are included in this demolition pro-

cess.  We look forward to continued progress 

and thank Tipton County Executive Jeff Huff-

man and the Tipton County Commission for 

their partnership and support!   

This week, several officers from the Covington Police Department attended L.E.A.D. (Law  

Enforcement Against Drugs).  This program provides leadership, resources and management 

to ensure law enforcement agencies have the means to partner with our educators,  

community leaders, and families by providing proven and effective programs to deter youth 

and adults from drug use, drug related crimes, bullying and violence. Thank you to Drug Free 

Tipton for coordinating this event in our community. Click on the picture above to learn more 

about L.E.A.D.! 

https://leadrugs.org/


Click here to  

visit our  

FB page! 

Covington Parks and Rec 

welcomes Dee Rogers to 

our team!  Dee will serve 

as the new Fitness  

Coordinator for the 

Sportsplex.  Check out 

her new classes! 

https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/


Click below to learn 

more about Covington 

Youth Sports or to  

register your child for 

Fall Sports Programs!  

http://www.covingtontn.com/covington-youth-sports.html


August is just around the corner! If you’re looking to have a  
“Back to School Party” or a birthday party, act now! 

 
Available August Dates as of 7/25: 

08/18, 08/23, 08/25 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a 6-lane, 25 meter 

recreational and competition covered pool.  The pool 

depth is 3 feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep 

end.  The deep end of the pool houses 2 spring boards 

for recreational use.  We offer several levels of swim les-

sons for young children to adults!  Water aerobics 

and other fitness classes are also offered.  The pool is 

equipped for those with mobility issues by way of an ADA-

compliant fix lift.  The Aquatic Center is covered, heated, 

and open all year! 

Click below to visit 
our Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/covingtonaquatics/


 

Click Here to  
get more  

Museum Info! 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


Veteran of the Month August 2019 

Gaetano “Guy” Critelli  
 
 

The Tipton County Museum Veteran of the Month for August 2019 is Gaetano “Guy” Critelli.  He 

was born in Niagara Falls, New York and at age 10 he and his family relocated to the Sunshine State of 

Florida.  There he joined the Navy right out of high school on the buddy system as an undesignated 

Fireman in September of 1988.  His buddy went to Norfolk for duty, but he went to the Philippines 

onboard the USS STERETT (CG-31).  He was assigned to the Boiler Room where he struck for and suc-

cessfully became a Boiler Technician.  For the next 20 years, he traveled the world with sea tours 

onboard the USS NASSAU (LHA-4), onboard USS KEARSARGE (LHD-3) where he was a plank owner and 

part of the commissioning crew, and USS ESSEX (LHD-2).  His shore duty assignments were varied and 

included tours as a member of the Security Police in Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan and recruiting du-

ty in Buffalo, New York where he was selected as Classifier of the Year for Region North.  During his 

tour in Buffalo the Navy eliminated the Boiler Technician rating and force converted Guy into the Ma-

chinist Mate rating.  His final tour was with Port Operations at Naval Station Pearl Harbor where he 

was in charge of the USS ARIZONA Navy Detachment and the Pacific Region Ceremonial Guard.  He 

retired from the United States Navy in September 2008 as Machinist Mate Chief Petty Officer.   

To read more of Veteran Guy Critelli’s story, click HERE to visit our Facebook page. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tiptoncountymuseum/


Click below to learn more! 

Click here to 

find us on 

Facebook! 

Covington Fire Department  

and Covington Police Department 

participated in National Night Out 

on Tuesday, August 6th.  This 

event is meant to increase 

awareness about public safety  

programs, drug prevention, 

neighborhood watch, and other 

anti-crime efforts. 

http://volunteerfiretn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/


Coffee with the 

Mayor 

Tuesday August 20 

Pappy & Jimmie’s 
 

Tuesday September 3 

Pappy & Jimmie’s  
 

Tuesday, September  17 

Pappy & Jimmie’s  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Come and go as you please. 

Pappy & Jimmie’s is located at 749 N. Main St. 

Save the Date! 
September 11, 2019 

More Information Coming SOON! 

Click on the  
picture to watch a 
short video about 
the Community 

Chorus 

https://www.facebook.com/824216811250705/videos/867430993630906/


Tipton County was 7 of just 7 counties 
from across the state that experienced  
a 7% increase or more in tourist  
spending during 2018.  According to  
the big announcement from Governor 
Bill Lee and Commissioner Ezell with 
the Tennessee Department of Tourist  
Development, all counties saw and  
increase in travel generated tax  
revenue.  Click HERE to view the lat-
est TN travel expenditures data and 
the economic impact that tourism has 

on the communities in our great state!  

https://industry.tnvacation.com/industry/research?fbclid=IwAR0YUG6veLP79yUqmt3xIfoxOZ5S40yAOxSrYL1HIEd0qolMer62gd78KcA
https://www.facebook.com/events/490368761792920/


https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/events/details/covington-tipton-co-heritage-festival-43
https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/events/details/covington-tipton-co-heritage-festival-43
https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/events/details/covington-tipton-co-heritage-festival-43


https://www.facebook.com/tnAchieves/photos/a.266989776747795/2326447414135344/?type=3&theater




Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system as a way to interactively keep the community  

connected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts.  Tip411 also allows 

the public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending  

anonymous text messages from their cell phone via a free smartphone app.  Simply text “Tipton” to 

847411 from your cell phone or download the tip411 app.  This service is 100% anonymous! 

Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901-378-0545 or visit www.drugfreetipton.org 

City of Covington     Tipton County Schools 

Covington-Tipton Chamber of Commerce Tipton County 

South Tipton Chamber of Commerce  Drug Free Tipton 

Covington Aquatic Center    Tipton County Museum 

Covington Sportsplex      

Boys & Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 

Congratulations to Covington’s  

Music on the Square for being voted  

“Best Place to Hear Live Music”  

by the Leader’s Readers’ Choice Awards! 

https://www.drugfreetipton.org/
http://www.covingtontn.com/
https://www.tipton-county.com/
https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
https://www.tiptonco.com/
https://www.southtipton.com/
http://www.drugfreetipton.org
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
http://www.bgchrr.com


Click the picture above to visit Paws and Claws Facebook Page! 

https://www.facebook.com/PawsandClawsPhotographyTiptonCountyAnimalShelter/





