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Mayor’s Desk 
From the  

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

We were reminded this week of the wonderful things that can be accomplished when we work  
together, support each other, and lift one another up in times of need.   
 
I had the great pleasure of presenting a “Key to the City” to Coach Brad Warmath and our State 
Champion Covington High Charger Baseball Team during Tuesday night’s Board of Mayor and  
Aldermen meeting.  I listened as Coach Brad spoke to his team, our Board, and the entire commu-
nity about how humbled he is by the outpouring of love and support that has been shown to his 
family.  Over these past months we have rallied around this team, this Coach, this school and 
cheered them on as they faced great adversity.  We can all be proud to be part of such an incredi-
ble community.  Congratulations again, Chargers!  We are so proud of you! 
  
Also during the Board meeting Tuesday night, Mr. Richard Griggs was voted as Chief of Covington 
Fire Department.  During the process of selecting a new Fire Chief, one thing was confirmed again 
and again:  Covington Fire Department is highly regarded and very much respected by other  
municipalities as a leader in the industry.  Chief Griggs is committed to continuing to move us  
forward and I look forward to serving with him. 
  
I pray that you have been able to enjoy the beautiful weather this week.  Cooler temps in the  
middle of July are not usually the norm for West Tennessee and it has been a nice reprieve from 
the summer heat we are all used to this time of year.  Before the busy-ness of the school year 
takes hold in a couple weeks, spend some time enjoying your family and the great amenities our 
city has to offer.  As you are out buying school supplies and new clothes for the upcoming school 
year, remember to support our local businesses.  When we shop local, it benefits us all! 
  

 

           -Justin 



Click here to  

visit our  

FB page! 

TUESDAY AUG. 6TH AT DARK   

Frazier Field 

https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonparksnrec/




We are hiring Lifeguards! 

If you are at least 16 years old and are interested  

(or you know someone who may be interested), 

give us a call for all the details.  901-476-9178 

August is just around the corner! If you’re looking to have a  
“Back to School Party” or a birthday party, act now! 

 
Available August Dates as of 7/25: 

08/18, 08/23, 08/25 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a 6-lane, 25 meter recre-

ational and competition covered pool.  The pool depth is 3 

feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep end.  The 

deep end of the pool houses 2 spring boards for recreational 

use.  We offer several levels of swim lessons for young chil-

dren to adults!  Water aerobics and other fitness classes 

are also offered.  The pool is equipped for those with mobility 

issues by way of an ADA-compliant fix lift.  The Aquatic  

Center is covered, heated, and open all year! 

Click below to visit 
our Facebook page! 

Please Note! 

School Year Open Swim Hours will 

change to 3:30 - 6:00 p.m.  

beginning August 7th. 

https://www.facebook.com/covingtonaquatics/


OPEN STUDIO 
Many people have been enjoying 
Open Studio on Saturdays in July  
at the Tipton County Museum in 
Covington.  The light is perfect in  
the conference room, there is an 
extensive art library, and refresh-
ments are available all day.  The  
best part is, it is free! 

 

Click Here to  
get more  

Museum Info! 

It has been a great week of Art Camp at the Tipton County 

Museum!  The campers learned about several famous 

artists, Plein Air (painting outdoors), portraits, perspective 

and much, much more.  We had 14 participants and it was a 

great success! 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Click below to learn more! 

Click here to 

find us on 

Facebook! 

Mr. Richard Griggs was voted as new Chief of 

Covington Fire Department at the Board of 

Mayor and Aldermen meeting on Tuesday,  

July 23rd.  We congratulate you, Chief Griggs, 

and look forward to serving together with you 

and the department! 

volunteerfiretn.org
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/


Coffee with the 

Mayor 

Tuesday, August 6 

Pappy & Jimmie’s 
 

Tuesday August 20 

Pappy & Jimmie’s 
 

Tuesday September 3 

Pappy & Jimmie’s  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Come and go as you please. 

Pappy & Jimmie’s is located at 749 N. Main St. 

Click above to visit our Facebook page! 

https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/events/details/covington-tipton-co-heritage-festival-43
https://www.facebook.com/courtsquarefarmersmarketTN/




Tipton County Advisory Board hosted Annual Back to School Fest  

at Covington High School 
 Board members have for several months been collecting school supplies from  

community partners and were able to pass those out to students and families as  

we approach the beginning of the school year. 
 

Community Donors and Vendors 

  Covington High School  Tipton Co. Health Department 

  UT Extension   Tipton Co. Public Library 

  Covington Fire Department Dyersburg State Community College  

  Walmart Vision Center  Keep Tipton Beautiful 

  Cannon Chiropractic  Professional Care Services 

  Drug Free Tipton   Amerigroup 

  Tennessee Voices of Children UT Martin (Healthy Starts) 

  TN Dept. of Human Services Fatima #30 

  Mayor Justin Hanson  Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough 

  TN Dept. of Children Services Covington Public Works 

  Reese Family Dental  Advanced America 

  Cash Depot    Shelter Insurance 

  Old Town Hall Café  State Farm Insurance 

  TOPS 



Advising and registration for fall semester is open for all current and prospective students at Dyers-
burg State Community College (DSCC). Students who have not done so already may apply to 
DSCC by visiting www.dscc.edu and clicking on the red ‘Apply Now’ button. Students are encour-
aged to meet with an advisor before registering and can do so by visiting www.dscc.edu and clicking 
on ‘Future Students’ and ‘Make an Appointment.’ Students are advised to sign up for classes early 
for best class selection.  
 
The DSCC website www.dscc.edu provides information on registration requirements, financial aid 
and degrees and programs available such as Agriculture, Computer Information Systems, Criminal 
Justice, Early Childhood Education, EMT-Paramedic, Engineering Systems Technology, Health In-
formation Management, Nursing and more. Also available are popular transfer programs such as 
Teaching K-6, Business Administration, Chemistry, Pre-Physical Therapy and Pre-Occupational 
Therapy. Several programs can be completed within a year or less. To view DSCC’s “careers in a 
year or less” options, visit www.dscc.edu/careerinayear. 
 
Students are encouraged to visit an Academic Success Center (ASC), located at each DSCC loca-
tion, for assistance. The ASC provides free tutoring, preparation for and testing out of learning sup-
port classes and assistance in strengthening reading, writing and math skills. This free service is 
available to students year-round. For more information regarding the ASC, contact Kayci Henline, 
coordinator of the academic success center, at henline@dscc.edu.  
 
For more information regarding advising and registration, students may visit or contact a  
One Stop Center at the Dyersburg campus at 731-286-3350, the Gibson County Center in Trenton 
at 731-855-1419, or the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County at 901-475-3100. 

http://www.dscc.edu
http://www.dscc.edu/careerinayear


Click anywhere above to visit TCAT Covington’s website! 

http://www.tcatcovington.edu/




CLICK HERE TO VISIT TIPTON CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY ONLINE! 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/


Covington Police Department urges all residents to report 

suspicious activity.  If you SEE something, SAY something! 

Covington Police  901-475-1261 

Supervisor  901-201-7573 

Tipton Co. Sherriff 901-475-3300 

Central Dispatch 901-475-4300 

Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system as a way to interactively keep the community con-

nected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts.  Tip411 also allows the 

public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending anonymous 

text messages from their cell phone via free smartphone app.  Simply text “Tipton” to 847411 from 

your cell phone or download the tip411 app.  This service is 100% anonymous! 

Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901-378-0545 or visit www.drugfreetipton.org 

Attention City of Covington Utility Customers!   

 

You will only receive ONE notice to pay your utility bill.  

There will be a $50 charge and your service will be dis-

connected if not paid by 4:30 p.m. on the date specified 

on your bill.  No checks will be accepted on cut-off day. 

 

New Business Hours are 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

To make a utility payment by phone, call 844-876-2911. 

Click HERE to pay online. 

https://www.drugfreetipton.org/
https://paycovingtontn.com/#/


Governor of Tipton County, TN Gangster Disciples Pleads Guilty 
to RICO Conspiracy 

 

Memphis, TN – Robert Elliott Jones, 39, a/k/a/ "Lil Rob," a/k/a/ "Mac Rob" has pled guilty to 
conspiracy to participate in a racketeering enterprise. U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant announced 
the guilty plea today. 

According to the superseding indictment, the Gangster Disciples is a highly-organized criminal street 
gang with nationwide reach. In addition to Tennessee, the gang reportedly operates in more than 35 
states. The Gangster Disciples were organized into different positions, including board members, 
and governor-of-governors who each controlled geographic regions; governors, assistant governors, 
chief enforcers and chief of security for each state or regions within the state where the Gangster Dis-
ciples were active; and coordinators and leaders within each local group. 

During the change of plea hearing, Jones admitted that he was the Governor of Section 4, which co-
vers Tipton County, TN, including Covington. The superseding indictment that Jones entered a 
guilty plea to indicates that as Governor over a region he was responsible for supervising the crimi-
nal activities of the members and associates of the Gangster Disciples enterprise; issuing orders to 
kill rival gang members and subordinate gang members who he believed had violated Gangster Dis-
ciple rules of conduct; and presiding over Gangster Disciple meetings where criminal activity was 
discussed, proceeds were collected and beatings of fellow gang members were administered. 

The superseding indictment further alleges that Jones declared Covington, TN as "GD Land" and is-
sued a green light to a subordinate gang member to kill rival gang members in Covington, TN.; he 
issued an order to kill a subordinate gang member whom the Gangster Disciples believed had coop-
erated with law enforcement; and sent a photograph of the Treasurer of Section Four who stole 
$2300 from the Regional Enforcer for the State of Tennessee who was "looking for all money steal-
ers". 

Sentencing is set for October 17, 2019, before U.S. District Court Judge John T. Fowlkes, Jr., where 
Jones faces a possible sentence of up to life imprisonment, $250,000 fine and 5 years of supervised 
release. There is no parole in the federal system. 

U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant said: "Despite Lil Rob’s declaration, Covington is not and will 
not be ‘GD Land.’ We are fighting to reclaim our cities, towns, and neighborhoods from the gangs, 
and are effectively dismantling their leadership and influence. Lil Rob will now pay for his violence 
and racketeering that has terrorized Tipton County, and the citizens are safer for it." 

This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, Drug Enforcement Administration, Tennessee Bureau of Investigations, 
Jackson Police Department Gang Enforcement Team, Memphis Police Department, Shelby County 
Sheriff’s Office, 28th District West Tennessee Drug Task Force, 26th, 25th, and 30th Judicial District 
Attorney’s General Offices, Sheriff’s Offices for Tipton, DeSoto, Madison and Fayette Counties, Po-
lice Departments of Bartlett, Germantown and Columbia. 

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Beth C. Boswell and Annie Christoff of the Western District of Tennessee 
and Trial Attorney Shauna Hale of the Criminal Division Organized Crime and Gang Section are 
prosecuting this case on behalf of the government. 







Please note: If you are unable to secure one of these items, please contact the  
principal of your child's zoned school for assistance in enrolling your student. 



All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm  

in the Lower Level Conference Room at Covington City Hall  

at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen 

meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of 

each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor  

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official 

meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting 

www.covingtontn.com. 

1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 

 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 

 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 

 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

City of Covington     Tipton County Schools 

Covington-Tipton Chamber of Commerce Tipton County 

South Tipton Chamber of Commerce  Drug Free Tipton 

Covington Aquatic Center    Tipton County Museum 

Covington Sportsplex      

Boys & Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 

covingtontn.com
http://www.covingtontn.com/
https://www.tipton-county.com/
https://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
https://www.tiptonco.com/
https://www.southtipton.com/
http://www.drugfreetipton.org
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
http://www.bgchrr.com


Public Safety Committee Meeting - 7/23/19 - 4:00 p.m. 

 

In attendance:  Chairman Keith Phelps, Mayor Justin Hanson, Alderman Jeff Morris, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Alderman Danny Wallace, 

Chief Richard Griggs, Assistant Chief Cavat Bass, Nic Shaw, Kristin Mathis, Rebecca Ray, Echo Day 

 

Alderman C.H. Sullivan was unable to attend.  

 

Chief Griggs Report: 

 Fire Dept. participated in several community events including Unity in the Community and water days at Boys & Girls Club and 

Krayola Learning Academy. 

 Jason Jenkins now certified Fire Inspector with ICC, NFPA, and TN Fire Commission 

 384 Volunteer hours worked 

 Run report submitted for June 20-July 18.  1090 total calls YTD 

 Chief Piercy honored with Life Saving Medal by Tipton Co. Fire Chief’s Assoc. 

 5 applications submitted for driver’s promotional process.  Practical exam 8/6, written exam 8/8 

 On 7/16 fire truck struck a retaining wall.  Unable to get fixed locally. Accident report will be forwarded to Tina Dunn.  

 Care Report submitted 

 Volunteer recruitment class October or November.  8 or 9 individuals already registered. 

 New turnout gear was budgeted for ‘19/’20.  It will be a bid process and manufacturing is approx. 3 months out.  Chief Griggs 

requested permission to start bid process.  Committee voted and it was approved.   

 Alderman Wallace questioned run report and how 911 calls play into it.  Chief Griggs explained process of how calls are received 

through 911.  Most of the time CFD is not aware of false calls.  They are reported as false alarms if they know about them.  

 

Chief Lewis was not in attendance so Asst. Chief Cavat Bass submitted report: 

 July 4th holiday very calm and went well 

 Unity in the Community, great turnout, response from community was very positive 

 Personnel update - hiring 1 non-certified officer.  Currently 6 officers down. Chairman Phelps asked why we are so many officers 

down.  Asst. Chief Bass stated various reasons including officers leaving industry, going to other municipalities, and retirement.  

Mayor discussed issue with Legacy plan and stated there is a conference call scheduled for 7/31 with Drew Freemen.  Chairman 

Phelps stated that he would like to better understand what we have and what options are available.  The Mayor suggested we 

get Drew Freeman to come and explain it all. 

 Alderman Wallace asked if we currently conduct exit interviews, which we do not.   

 Currently 4 officers are at Leadership Training in Millington 

 Overtime report was submitted 

 June statistics: 97 arrests, 82 citations, 2085 calls, 17,084 miles driven 

 Addition to agenda, discussion of Flock cameras.  Flock would like to present to the Board.  Chairman Phelps suggested they pre-

sent to this Board and then a recommendation would be made to Finance.  Flock is more reasonable than SkyCam.  Drug Fund 

can be used for 1st year.  Board approved for Flock to present at next Public Safety Committee meeting. 

 National Night out  / Incredibles movie 8/6 in Frazier Park.  Working with Drug Free Tipton 

 Alderman Wallace asked Asst. Chief Bass why it appears Covington has approx. 50% more calls than other municipalities.  Does it 

have to do with the way we report?  Asst. Chief Bass stated that he will work to clarify the reporting process.  

 

Alderman Morris gave information on SRO Grant Program.  We can apply for grant that will provide $35,000 with 25% match.  The 

deadline to submit application is July 29, and submitting application does not obligate the City to use funds.  Alderman Morris sub-

mitted example letter of intent, needs Board approval.  Mayor discussed Governor’s safety initiative but no info on finals details yet.  

Board approved to explore SRO grant application as long as it does not obligate us to move forward.  Chairman Phelps stated that this 

needs to be brought before the full Board due to next public safety meeting being 8/6, after application deadline.  Board agreed to 

bring it before the Board of Mayor and Aldermen tonight 7/23/19. 

 

No further business, meeting was adjourned.   


