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Thoughts and perceptions 

from Mayor Justin Hanson 

 
Hello Friends and Neighbors! 
There’s a saying that says Train your eyes to find the good in everything, and you will find it.  That is absolutely 

true and certainly we have a lot of good things going on in our fine city to “see”.  While I don’t have the time 

nor the space in this newsletter to talk to you about all the good things going on in Covington, I am happy share 

a few of them with you today!  

 

First, let me give kudos to Parks and Recreation Director Joe Mack for receiving a Project Diabetes Grant for 

$232,000 that will be applied over 3 years for a bicycle park AND bicycle playground in Cobb-Parr Park on the 

Newman Property.  This is an example of how hard work and tenacity will pay off!  We are proud of our Parks 

and Recreation for a great many things lately, and this is just one of them.   

 

Also, Public Works Director David Gray was instrumental in planning and implementing Utilities Board 

Training from the State Comptroller’s Office for officials from across West Tennessee here at the Covington 

Civic Center.  The State of Tennessee has recently made this training mandatory for all elected and appointed 

officials regarding the governance of public utilities.  Incidentally, Director Gray carried out his responsibilities 

on the day of training after being up all night dealing with a water main rupture.  Our folks work hard for our 

citizens, let me assure you of that!   

 

You will read in this week’s committee meeting notes that Covington Municipal Airport Director Robin 

Anderson has three grants in the works for that facility.  He has done such a good job there that you may recall 

that our airport was selected in 2018 as TDOT Aeronautics’ Airport of the Year.  Keep up with the news from 

our airport that is reported monthly, and see how much fuels sales are increasing and how much work goes on 

out there.  We are lucky to have a municipal airport in our community and certainly proud of how ours is on a 

continual path of service and improvement.   

 

Codes Enforcement Officer and Building Inspector Lessie Fisher received notification this week that we are 

ready to proceed with round 2 of the blight grant.  In this round, there are 6 structures throughout the city that 

will be eliminated.  This paves the way for investments into our neighborhoods as dilapidated structures are 

removed.   Through this grant, which was submitted by Tipton County on behalf of the City of Covington, we 

are slated to clear over 50 blighted properties across the city.   

 

Through a dedicated effort for improved customer service, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn and her department 

have brought online bill pay to the City of Covington.  This is particularly helpful for all you techies out there, 

and those who live or work out of town.  Online bill pay can be accessed at any time of the day or night and 

provides the opportunity for folks to stay current and avoid late fees or cut offs.   

 

I told you I would not have enough room to state all the good news – because there’s much more!  Please pay 

tribute to our Public Works Department May 19-24 as we celebrate National Public Works Week.  Our folks 

work hard and grass cutting/landscaping season is REALLY about to heat up!  Have you SEEN how many 

opportunities we are offering for summer camps?  Have you noticed all the police on the streets?  Have you 

visited our museum lately?  Have you gone to our pool?  Things are GOOD because we work hard for YOU!   

Justin   
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DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 
“keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city” 

 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Covington Police Department urges all residents to report suspicious activity.  Allow trained safety 

personnel to decipher information and handle potentially dangerous situations – better yet, prevent them 

from happening!  HELP US HELP YOU!  Here are contacts for your convenience: 

o Covington Police Department – 901-475-1261 or call DIRECT at 901- 201-7573 

o Tipton County Sheriff’s Dept. - 901-475-3300  

o Central Dispatch – 901-475-4300 

o Bring your neighbors and attend the Neighborhood Watch informational meeting at the 

Covington Civic Center on March 19 at 7:00 pm 

TBI Tips: 

We welcome tips about possible criminal activity in Tennessee. Our employees will review 

tips as soon as possible and, if appropriate, forward them for further follow-up. Please include 

your contact information in case we have questions or would like to contact you. Please 

note: You may remain anonymous, but information received may be incomplete for follow-up 

and investigative purposes. Tips that result in the capture of any of TBI's Top Ten Most 

Wanted may be eligible for reward money. BY PHONE: 1-800-TBI-FIND.  BY EMAIL: Click Here  

Local Tips: 

Recently, Drug Free Tipton launched the tip411 alert system. This is an interactive way to keep the community connected 

and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts. tip411 also allows the public to report crimes 

and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement by sending anonymous text messages from their cell phone or 

via a free smartphone app. Think about that – when you see or hear of something that makes you concerned for your 

safety and/or the safety of those around you, this is your opportunity to play an active role in STOPPING 

CRIME!  Community members are encouraged to sign up online by visiting www.drugfreetipton.org. 

     The public can also share information on crimes and other suspicious activity by sending an anonymous tip to police. 

While not a replacement for dialing 911 in an emergency, those wishing to share information anonymously with law 

enforcement can simply text “Tipton” and their message to 847411 (tip411) from their cellphone. Think about that!  You 

can send IMPORTANT information directly to police!   

The TIPTON TIPS App and tip411 anonymous text a tip system are 100% anonymous, as the technology removes all 

identifying information before police see the tips and there is no way to identify the sender. This allows YOU to report 

suspicious activity that may PREVENT and/or SOLVE crimes in your neighborhood. Those with questions, or who 

need help signing up for alerts, are asked to Contact Drug Free Tipton at 901.378-0545 or www.drugfreetipton.org, your 

local Police Department (901-475-1261 or 901-476-0243) or the Tipton County Sheriff’s office (901-475-3300) 

 

 

 

Covington Police Chief Buddy Lewis was 

recognized as a “Patriotic Employer” by the 

Department of the Defense.  Representative 

Joe Kyles with the Employer Support of the 

Guard and Reserves presented Chief Lewis 

with a plaque recognizing his role as a 

Patriotic Employer.  This followed Lewis’s 

visit to Fort Irwin, California, to the National 

Training Center.   

 

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/tbi/tbis-top-10-most-wanted.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/tbi/tbis-top-10-most-wanted.html
mailto:TipsToTBI@tn.gov?subject=From%20TBI%20Website
https://www.drugfreetipton.org/tip-411
http://www.drugfreetipton.org/
http://www.drugfreetipton.org/


COVINGTON PUBLIC WORKS: 

 Civic clubs, neighborhood groups, and others interested in planning a clean-up day for any residential 

area, please contact the Director of Public Works for assistance in hauling off refuse and debris. 

 Yard waste should be placed at least five feet away from potential obstacles such as mail boxes, fences, 

walls, water meters, telephone boxes, fire hydrants, and parked cars so our machines can get to it.  

 Building debris, such as lumber, plaster, roofing, brickbats and other debris from construction, repair 

remodeling or demolition of any building or appurtenance, will not be removed by the City. The owner 

must cause such material to be privately moved. 

 IF YOU SMELL NATURAL GAS – CALL US!  901-476-9631 or 901-476-7163 

 Call 901-476-9613 ext 118, ext 127, or ext 146 or 901-237-8165 for questions or concerns 

 

 
 

CPW Hires Rye Engineering to help determine Source of Water 
As part of an exhaustive search by Covington Public Works Department, Rye Engineering was hired to come in 

and use sophisticated listening devices to help determine if there is indeed a water leak along Highway 51 and 

in the Bald Butcher parking lot.  Mike Shephard of Rye was accompanied by several of the CPW crew and 

representatives from TDOT.  They explored all in and around Bald Butcher parking lot and across Highway 51, 

as well.  CPW has worked diligently on this situation and have found no indications of a leak.  It is believed this 

is groundwater and is a result of the high amount of rain we have had since last fall.   

 
Preliminary findings from Rye Engineering indicate 

that the water is groundwater.  They will provide a 

complete, detailed report ASAP.  

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/public-works.html
https://www.ryeengineering.com/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/circ1186/html/gen_facts.html
https://www.ryeengineering.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwie6oeF74fiAhVRaq0KHfLHCLcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://bereadylexington.com/know-whats-below-call-811-before-you-dig/&psig=AOvVaw3woHk4jqqmSwc0wDRaWx3J&ust=1557265142815678


COVINGTON AQUATIC CENTER: 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a six-lane, 25 meter recreational and competition covered pool. 

The pool depth is 3 feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep end. The deep end of the pool houses 

2 spring boards for recreational use. We offer multiple levels of swim lessons for young children 

through adults.  Water aerobics and other fitness classes are also offered, and it is available for swim 

fitness.  The pool is equipped for those with mobility issues by way of an ADA-compliant fixed lift.  

 

 

The Covington Aquatic Center is covered, 

heated, and open all year! You can purchase 

just a pool membership for a substantial 

savings and receive access to all aquatic 

classes.  Our pool is available for private 

rentals for a variety of activities, such as scout 

swim check, birthday parties, company 

outings/parties, family reunions, and church 

events. For more detailed rental information, 

contact Director Mack at (901) 476-3734. 

 

To learn more about swimming, pool rentals, park rentals, youth 
sports, adult sports & fitness, our museum, summer camps, movies in 

the parks, and more - please call 901-476-3734 or click here. 
CODES: 

 Revised sign ordinance AND Sign applications are on the City website 

 Please report all CODES issues to 901-476-9613 ext 146 

 If you know of any violations or what you think is a violation of the City of Covington 

codes/ordinances, please contact the Department of Code Compliance at 901-476-7191 ext 146 or email.  

WE NEED your assistance with ensuring our City is a safe, clean place to live, work, and play and 

greatly appreciate the input from our citizens.   To see the Covington Municipal Code, click here.   
The Dept. of Code Compliance has responsibility for enforcing all construction codes and zoning  

regulations adopted by the City.  

Phone: 901-476-7191 Ext. 146   Fax: 901-476-5056 

Email: planning.building@covingtontn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/codes-division.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/code-compliance.html
mailto:planning.building@covingtontn.com
http://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/code/municipal-code-covington
mailto:planning.building@covingtontn.com


COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Keep up with CFD on our Facebook Page. 

 Please report ANY fire safety concerns you have to the Covington Fire Department at 901-476-2578.  

For emergencies, dial 911.  To learn more about CFD operations, click here.  

 

  

•Three out of five home fire deaths result from fires in properties without working smoke alarms 

•More than one-third (38 percent) of home fire deaths result from fires in which no smoke alarms are present. 

•The risk of dying in a home fire is cut in half in homes with working smoke alarms. If you need smoke 

detectors in your home and you are in the coverage area of the Covington Fire Dept. call 901-476-2578.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/fire.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/fire.html
https://www.facebook.com/Covington-Fire-Department-378574375564775/
http://www.covingtontn.com/about-covington-fire.html
http://volunteerfiretn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TennesseeCommerceAndInsurance/photos/a.234181049964034/2007783739270414/?type=3&theater


PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html


CAMP INSTRUCTOR DATES TIMES AGES LOCATION
Choir Justice  Mack June 3-7 8AM-12PM 5-10 SPORTSPLEX

Flag Football Antonio Gaines June 3-7 8AM-12PM 9-13 FRAZIER PARK

Arts & Crafts Allison Coontz June 10-14 8AM-12PM 5-9 SPORTSPLEX

Boxing Anthony Campbell June 10-14 8AM-12PM 8-16 JC BUILDING 

Softball Jessica Bearden June 10-14 8AM-12PM 5-13 SPORTS CMPLX

Nature Sherl Rose June 17-21 8AM-12PM 10-18 TC MUSEUM

Soccer Maddie Ray & Lily Yates June 17-21 8AM-12PM 7-12 BALTZER FIELD

Swimming Eva Williams June 17-21 8AM-12PM 5-18 CAC- POOL

Baseball Jake Winberry June 24-28 8AM-12PM 7-10 WHITLEY FIELD

Dance Deborah Walker June 24- 28 8AM-12PM 5-18 SPORTSPLEX

Volleyball Caroline Price June 24-28 8AM-12PM 9-14 SPORTSPLEX 

Futsal (Indoor Soccer) Maddie Ray & Lily Yates July 15-19 8AM-12PM 5-12 SPORTSPLEX

Art Barrie Foster July 22-26 8AM-12PM 10-18 TC MUSEUM

Basketball (Boys) Shane Butler July 22-26 8AM-12PM 10-13 SPORTSPLEX

Basketball (Boys) Shane Butler July 22-26 12PM-4PM* 14-18 SPORTSPLEX

Basketball (Girls) Shane Butler July 29-Aug 2 8AM-12PM 10-13 SPORTSPLEX

Basketball (Girls) Shane Butler July 29-Aug 2  12PM-4PM* 14-18 SPORTSPLEX
$55 per camper

MOST camps include breakfast AND lunch

*Lunch ONLY camp

COVINGTON PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS.  

Register on our website or call 901-476-3734. HURRY - camps will fill up quickly!  

 

MUSEUM:  

The Tipton County Museum, Veteran’s Memorial and Walking Trail is an active place!  We have 

events almost daily.  There’s a wide variety of educational materials and we welcome school groups.  

You can rent our grounds and conference room for your events, as well.  Come visit us and visit our 

website.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information and to support our work!  

 

Artist in Residence Debra Howze led Acrylic Pouring Class at Museum  

Art classes are ongoing – for beginners, children, and for all kinds of art styles – don’t miss out! 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


HUMAN RESOURCES & SPECIAL EVENTS: 

The City of Covington Human Resource Department is responsible for the administration of all Personnel and 

Purchasing activities for the city. The Human Resource Department is located on the 2nd floor of the 

Covington Civic Center. They can be reached by phone (901) 475-7170.  

For reservations, scheduling, or information about special events, please call 901-475-7139 

 Job applications are accepted ONLY during the time of a posted vacancy. 

 You can complete an application and email it to our department through the Contact Us button on our website 

or bring it by our office Monday through Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm. 

 Click here to see all available job openings  

 Check out the schedule and other special events for this year’s BBQ Fest.  click here to learn more 

 

 

 

 
Join Mayor Hanson for coffee, goodies, 
and lively conversations… 
  
 
Tuesday, May 28      Sookie’s Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday, June 11    Sookie’s Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday, June 25    Sookie’s Bake Shop on the Square 

 
7:30 am  - 9:00 am 

come and go as you please 

 

City of Covington Offers On-Line Bill Pay  
We have a new payment system to accept 
your online and pay-by-phone payments. 
Click the link to make your payments 
online.  
 
If you would like to call in to make a TAX 
payment by phone, you can dial 844-867-
1859, toll free. REMEMBER you must have 
your receipt number to complete your payment. 
 
To make a UTILITY payment by phone, you 
can call 844-876-2911. You will be asked to 
enter your account number. 
 
These are both fully automated lines. Phone 
payments only accept MasterCard, Discover 
and Visa. If you wish to use PayPal or American 
Express, you will need to make your payment 
online. 

 

 

 
 

click here to access our online options  

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
https://paycovingtontn.com/#/
http://www.covingtontn.com/message-from-mayor.html
https://paycovingtontn.com/#/


General Welfare and Public Relations Committee Agrees to Pay 

Increases for some Parks and Recreation Part-Time Employees 
 

The General Welfare and Public Relations Committee held their regular monthly meeting at Covington City 

Hall on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, with the following present:  Chairman Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, 

Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderman C.H. Sullivan, Airport Director Robin Anderson, Parks and Recreation 

Director Joe Mack, Museum Director Barrie Foster, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Mayor Justin Hanson, and 

Assistant to the Mayor Sara Gangaware.  Also present were Alderman Jeff Morris, Alderman Danny Wallace, 

GIS-IT Coordinator Nic Shaw, Echo Day from The Leader, and Margaret Fleming. 

 

Chairman Bommer called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm with a quorum present and called on Airport Director 

Robin Anderson to make his report.   

 

Robin Anderson: 

 Total fuel sales in April  = 2618 gallons – 1211 gallons of AV fuel and 1407 gallons of jet fuel 

 Three grants open at airport 

o LED lighting project – City’s part for this grant is only 5% - and will provide all LED lighting 

throughout our airport.   

o Airfield Maintenance Equipment – almost all pieces of equipment have been purchased, two 

large mowers are in operation already, and there Anderson stated he has also purchased a large 

sprayer to help keep premises and perimeters sprayed.  This takes a lot of work off the 

landscaping crews at CPW and allows them to focus on other areas in the city.  Anderson 

anticipates using the rest of the grant quickly for the some additional equipment.   

o Tree Survey grant has been approved and Anderson stated he is just waiting on paperwork to be 

approved.  This helps determine trees that may be in important air space as planes come and go 

from our airport. 

 Anderson provided a copy of the Tennessee Airport Directory, which includes information about all 

airports in Tennessee, including the Covington Municipal Airport.   

 Alderman Wallace asked the difference in AV and Jet fuel.  Anderson stated that bigger jets, emergency 

helicopters, and larger planes use jet fuels, and most of that is for private planes.  AV gas is used in 

smaller planes and in most Ag operations.   Keith Anderson’s Ag Service does use jet fuel.   

 Barrie Foster asked about the profit margins on these two kinds of fuels, and Anderson stated we make 

more money on jet fuel because he is buying more jet fuel, therefore getting better process.   

 Mayor Hanson reiterated to the committee that the Covington Municipal Airport is the closest airport to 

the Memphis Regional Megasite, and he hopes this will mean even more improvements and growth for 

us in the future as that site is developed.  

 Anderson reported that our airport was featured in the TDOT Aeronautics Aviation Conference in May.  

Anderson and Mayor Hanson were both interviewed for a promotional video about the Covington 

airport.   

Alderman Sullivan motioned to accept Director Anderson’s report and Alderman Phelps seconded.  Motion 

passed. 

 

Alderwoman Bommer then called on Parks and Recreation Director Joseph Mack for his report.   

 

Mr. Mack used a PowerPoint presentation during his presentation and discussed the following: 

 Outdoor movies coming up this summer – Mack looking for sponsors for these, which will include a 30 

second advertisement that will be shown at the beginning of the movies.  $500 for Community Sponsors 

– this opportunity is for 2 movies – each with your advertisement at the beginning 

https://tnecd.com/sites/memphis-megasite/


 Summer Camps – 15 are scheduled, and they include a wide variety of opportunities from boxing to 

nature, dance, swimming, art, and all kinds of sports.  Mack is seeking sponsors ($500) for summer 

camps as well, which will provide 10 kids to camp, or $250 sponsorships, which will provide camp for 5 

children. 

 Obstacle Course Race – Mack is seeking sponsorships for this event as well.  Sponsors will be 

recognizes on T-shirts and other swag provided to participants.  Movie sponsors will be able to record a 

30 second advertisement that will be shown at the beginning of each movie showing.  Sponsors for 

obstacle course will have signs at each obstacle along the route.  Contact Director Mack for more 

information at 901-476-3734. 

 Parks and Recreation Pay – Mack says we start our part time P & R employees at lower rates than others 

in the general area.  He stated that our lifeguards are employed all year and have greater responsibilities, 

such as opening the pool at early morning hours, requiring advanced certifications, and monitoring 

larger crowds.  They have a very important responsibility for the Aquatic Center, and most importantly 

for providing a safe environment for patrons of the pool.  Mack also asked for consideration for an 

improved starting pay for fitness leaders and groundskeepers and pointed out the long hours, specialized 

training and certifications that are required, and the competition in the local job market.  He asked for 

these positions to have starting pay at $8 rather than the current $7.50.   There was a long discussion 

about this proposal, and Mack did state that he included this raise in his budget proposal this year.  He 

stated that he holds the people in these positions to high standards, requires certifications, and wants to 

be able to recruit, hire, and keep the best individuals for these positions.  Alderman Sullivan motioned to 

accept Mack’s proposal for this increase in pay for these particular part-time positions at the beginning 

of the new budget year, and Alderman Sullivan seconded.  Mayor Hanson reminded the committee we 

are in the middle of a salary study for the City of Covington, and he is looking forward to those findings 

regarding pay for employees throughout the city.  Alderwoman Bommer called for the vote and the 

motion passed unanimously. 

 Director Mack stated we have been selected by the West Tennessee Baseball Association to host a 

baseball tournament in June, and 8 teams from all over West Tennessee are expected.   These games will 

be played at the Covington Sports Complex on Mueller Brass Road.   

 Mack also discussed the concession stands at our ball parks.  They are now accepting credit cards and 

the menu undergoes continual change to provide meals for the entire family.   

 

Mayor Hanson motioned to accept Director Mack’s report, and Alderman Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed.   

Chairwoman Bommer then called on Museum Director Barrie Foster for her report. 

 

Museum Director Barrie Foster: 

 Veteran of the Month reception tonight at Museum honoring Joseph Malone 

 Tea Time at the Museum – June 8 – a fundraiser for the museum expansion.  Mayor Hanson will be one 

of the servers, along with several of our committee members.  June 8 – 10:00 am - $20 in advance and 

$25 at the door. There is limited seating.   

 Mature Camp – June 17 – 21, 8:00 – noon.  Nature Camp is part of the Summer Camp series through the 

Parks and Recreation Department.  Camp will include breakfast, bird watching, learning about 

butterflies, and making crafts.  This camp is for children ages 10 – 18. 

 Art Camp will be July 22 – 26 – 8:00 – noon.  This, too, is part of the summer camp series for kids.  

Participants will do some in-depth studies of various artists and utilize a variety of artistic mediums.   

 Due to inclement weather, MayFest – which was scheduled for the first Saturday in May, was cancelled. 

 Art classes are ongoing for adults and children alike – please check out the museum website for details.   



 Nature Walk and Garden Tour took place on the museum grounds recently.  Several families and 

individuals attended.  This event was free and Foster reported it was well received.  She expects to offer 

this again in the fall.   

 

Alderman Sullivan motioned to accept Director Foster’s report, and Phelps seconded.  Motion passed.   

There being no further business to discuss, the committee adjourned at 4:46 pm.   

 

City Hall Receives New Flags 

 
Neil Bringle of Woodmen Life presented Mayor 

Hanson beautiful new Tennessee State and American 

flags recently.  The Covington Fire Department 

brought the heavy equipment in and hoisted them, in 

front of Covington City Hall where they are proudly 

displayed.   

 
 
Mayor Hanson Reads for Pre-School Story Time at Tipton County Library 

 
Mayor Hanson was pleased to be the special guest reader at the Pre-School Story time at the Tipton County 

Public Library.  This event takes place every Thursday.  Click here to see all scheduled events at our library! 

 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/


Mayor Hanson Reads Proclamation for Public Works Week 

  
Mayor Justin Hanson was pleased to present a proclamation in honor of National Public Works Week at last 

week’s Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting. On hand for the presentation were Public Works employees  

L-R Barry Taylor, Director David Gray, Utilities Manager Calvin Johnson, and Dalton Patrick.  The City of 

Covington will celebrate Public Works Week May 19 – 25. 
 

APWA (American Public Works Association) is proud to announce "It Starts Here" as the theme for the 2019 

National Public Works Week. This theme represents the many facets of modern civilization that grow out of the 

efforts put forth by the public works professionals across North America. What starts here? Infrastructure starts 

with public works... Growth and innovation starts with public works... Mobility starts with public works... 

Security starts with public works... Healthy communities start with public works... The bottom line is that 

citizens' quality of life starts with public works. This year's exciting poster embraces a game board concept that 

puts into perspective the many responsibilities public works professionals take on to build, maintain, and 

support the infrastructure that helps our communities thrive. We invite those in public works as well as the 

general public to celebrate these efforts and the indispensable influence they have on our everyday life.  

 

Covington Parks and Recreation Receives Major Grant 
As reported in a March issue of this newsletter;  

Project Diabetes Grant is State initiative to address the problems of obesity and related illnesses. Major goals 

are to decrease obesity across the State, prevent of delay onset of Type 2 diabetes, educate the public about 

obesity prevention, and promote community, public-private partnerships to solve health problems related to 

obesity and diabetes. Mack has applied for this grant under Performance Goal 1 – Make physical activity 

an integral and routine part of life. Mack’s grant proposal is for a bicycle playground and park for 

children. Parks and Rec will have bicycles for use as well as safety equipment. Mack showed the committee 

several pictures of such parks in various places around the US. The bicycle playground is a safe and 

structured place for learning to ride, is designed for ages 3 – 12, and can be used to develop strength, 

balance, and overall fitness in children. If funded, there is NO local match for this project.  

 

We have received notification this week that Director 

Joe Mack’s proposal was one of the ones selected from 

across Tennessee for this grant.  This is a fabulous 

opportunity for Parks and Recreation to build a one-of-

a-kind bicycle park and playground in Covington that 

will provide safe fun and recreation for children. The 

bicycle park is for all children, while the playground 

will serve ages 3 – 12. 

https://npww.apwa.net/
https://www.apwa.net/Store/detail.aspx?id=PSTR19
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/2019_03-09-15.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/funding-opportunities/RFA_Project%20Diabetes_34347-52419%20Final%20Posting.pdf
https://www.apwa.net/Store/detail.aspx?id=PSTR19
http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html


 

Tipton County Law Enforcement Officers Memorial was Held in 

Memory of Fallen Officers 
First Baptist Church in Covington was the setting for a personal and moving memorial to all the law 

enforcement officers who have died in the line of duty.  Law enforcement officers from across the area joined 

Covington Police Department and Tipton County Sheriff’s Office in the program.   

 
Billy Daugherty of the Tipton County Sheriff’s 

Office welcomed guests.  Sheriff Pancho Chumley 

led the Pledge of Allegiance and introduced speaker 

Dr. K.B. Turner of the University of Memphis.  
 

 
TDOC Director of the Office of Investigations and 

Compliance Donna Turner read all fallen officers’ 

names dating back to 1907.  A single red rose was 

placed on the memorial wreath for each one.   

FALLEN OFFICERS REMEMBERED 
 

 

Charles M. Webb       Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 

David W. Stewart       Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 

Chester A. Doyle        Tipton County Sheriff’’s Office 

Michael W. Erwin      Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 

Richard L. Rose          Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 

 

John W. Delashmit      Covington Police Department 

C. Lanny Bridges        Covington Police Department 

 

Calvin W. Jenks          Tennessee Highway Patrol 

 

 

Covington Police Chief Buddy Lewis and some of 

the officers of the Covington Police Department 

stood by the memorial wreath in memory of fallen 

officers.  Each red rose in the wreath represents an 

officer who died in the line of duty.  

https://www.tn.gov/correction.html


 
 

 
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/8c9941aa001/7e599638-393c-4464-adf5-b987ef6b0554.pdf


 

 
 



 
 



 
For more information, check out KEEP TIPTON COUNTY BEAUTIFUL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tiptonco.com/keep_tc_beautiful/


   

 

 

Stay informed and in the know 

with the Covington-Tipton 

County Chamber of Commerce 

NEWSLETTER. 
 

click here 

 

 
 

ATTENTION ALL TIPTON COUNTY VETERANS AND/OR WIDOWS OF 

VETERANS -YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR VA BENEFITS 
 
A recent court decision has opened the doors to over 190,000 Navy Sailors of Vietnam waters for Veterans 

and/or survivors’ benefits. 

 

If you are one of these Veterans or a Family member of one those please call the Tipton County Veterans 

Service Office for assistance in seeing what benefits are available and filing these claims.  Unlike the 

advertisements by lawyers and other claims agents, the Tipton County Veterans Service Officer is FREE.  NO 

CHARGES EVER.   

 

Additionally, if you are Veteran and/or a Widow of a Veteran you should contact the Veterans Service Office to 

schedule an appointment to see if you are eligible for benefits which you have been missing out on all these 

years.   War Time ERA Widows and Veterans can be eligible up to $2,000.00+. 

 

Please call the office at 901-476-2456.  Office Hours are Monday to Wednesday 8-4 

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/8c9941aa001/57b10bb0-8272-41c4-bb33-523a0cf82ca7.pdf
https://www.thestitchingstore.net/c/new-products.php


Baptist Tipton Recognized Nurses; Celebrated Hospital Week 

 

 

 
Baptist Memorial Hospital Tipton recognized their nurses and showed appreciation for their 

dedication and hard work to the patients they care for during Nurses Appreciation Week.   

  

 
Hospital Administrator Parker Harris held a 

picnic for the staff and Covington Mayor Justin 

Hanson and Tipton County Executive Jeff 

Huffman joined in the celebration. This year’s 

theme is “Rooted in the Community”, which 

is reflected on the staff T-Shirts.    
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aana.com/membership/national-nurses-week


Crestview Elementary Held Career Fair 
Hoping to instill curiosity and ideas into elementary students, Crestview Elementary held a career fair to bring a 

variety of jobs to the children so they could see and ask questions about that which interests them. There were 

booths set up inside the gym and outside.  Students rotated through each one to learn as much as possible!   

 
Covington Police Department with  

Canine Officer, Bella 

 
Mayor Hanson and Jennifer Nolen with the  

City of Covington 

 
Tipton County Sheriff’s Office and Medic One staffs talked to the students about their work and what it takes 

to pursue a career in these fields.   

 

 

 

 

 



 
All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at Covington City Hall 

at 200 West Washington Street.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings 

of each month at 5:30 in the Conference Room on the second floor at Covington City Hall. ALL are open to the public.   

o 1st Tuesdays – Public Works Committee 

 Jeff Morris, Chairman 

 Minnie Bommer 

 Danny Wallace 

o 2nd Tuesdays – General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

 Minnie Bommer, Chairman 

 Keith Phelps 

 C.H. Sullivan 

o 3rd Tuesdays – Finance and Administration Committee 

 C.H. Sullivan, Chairman 

    All aldermen attend 

o 4th Tuesday – Public Safety Committee 

 C.H. Sullivan 

 Johnetta Yarbrough 

 May 18 – Household Hazardous Waste Collection – Brighton High School – 9:00 – 1:00. Click here to learn more 

 May 18 – Music on the Square with New Generation Band.   

 May 25 – A Day of Art studying Eugene Delacroix – Tipton County Museum - click here for details.   

 May 26 – Bull Day at Frazier Park – click here to learn more 

 May 30 – June 01 – BBQ FEST and CAR SHOW 

 June 08 – Tea Time at the Museum – don’t miss this!  click here for details 

 June 13 – New Student Orientation at DSCC – click here for details! 

 June 20 – BUNCO NIGHT!  Click here for more information! 

 

 
City of Covington 

Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 

Tipton County 

Covington Sportsplex                                                                           

Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 

South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 

Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 

Covington Aquatic Center 

Tipton County Museum 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be 

viewed at Covington City Hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, or on our website at 

www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 
         REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING 

 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and Information in 

Covington and Tipton County 

https://www.eugenedelacroix.org/
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.keeptnbeautiful.org/sites/356/uploaded/files/TNLitterLaw.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html


Mayor Hanson Celebrated National Skilled Nursing Care Week 

with Residents and Staff at Local Centers 
Mayor Justin Hanson and the Covington Fire Department celebrated with the residents and staff at Magnolia 

Creek and Covington Care facilities in honor of the nursing and skilled care staff.   

  

  

  

https://www.ahcancal.org/events/national_skilled_nursing_care_week/Pages/default.aspx


City of Covington Hosted Utility Board Training 
The City of Covington welcomed John Greer with the Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury‘s Office to lead a 

State mandated utility board training.  All elected and appointed officials are now required to obtain 24 hours of 

training in regards to the governance of public utilities.  Officials from the City of Covington and across West 

Tennessee participated in this training at the Covington Civic Center.  Covington Mayor Justin Hanson 

welcomed the speakers and guests to this regional event.  

  

 

 

 
 

Austin Peay Elementary Student Council Visits Local Leaders 

 

 

Austin Peay Elementary’s Student Council has 

been learning about leadership and team-building 

skills all school year.  To culminate all of this, they 

visited Covington on a field trip to interview local 

leaders and practice interviewing skills and social 

etiquette.  They visited with Mayor Hanson at 

Covington City Hall (left), as well as County 

executive Jeff Huffman and a police officer.  They 

also checked out Sookie’s on the square for some 

sweet snacks!  The group’s sponsor is Leah Isome, 

a kindergarten teacher at Austin Peay.   

 



 

DON’T MISS OUT! READ THE 4-H NEWSLETTER IN ITS ENTIRETY  
click anywhere on the picture above 

 

 

 

 



CHS Baseball and Softball AND CMS Softball  

Claim Championships 

 
CHS Charger Baseball team claimed Regional Championship by defeating Haywood 6-1. If 

their winning streak continues, they will be headed to State championship playoffs. 

 
CHS Lady Chargers defeated Bolivar to become 2019 Regional Champions! Come watch 

the Lady Chargers play at 6:00 Saturday on their home field behind Crestview Middle 

School – GO CHARGERS!! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!! 



 
CMS Lady Chargers are Large Division Section Champions!  WHOOOP! 

 

 

 

CLICK ON ABOVE TO LEARN MORE! 



 



 



 



 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TO 

SUBMIT ITEMS, OR TO ENTER 

VEHICLES, PLEASE CALL  

901-626-7731 
 

 
 

http://www.memphisclassicchevys.com/


 

 

 

 

Music on the Square 

Band Lineup 
 

APRIL 27  COUSINS BAND 
MAY 4   CROSSROADS BAND 
MAY 11  INFINITY BAND 
MAY 18  NEW GENERATION BAND 

 
Music begins at 7pm and ends at 9pm during scheduled Saturday evenings on our 
historic square.  
 

Non-profit organizations will be on site to provide a variety of concessions. 
 

 
Bring your lawn chairs and come join the FUN! 

 
Call Karen at the Covington Civic Center for more information.  

 901.475.7139  
 



                         2019 

47th Annual 

 Covington “World’s Oldest” BBQ Festival 

                    Events Schedule 
 

 

Thursday, May 30th 

Setup      8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 Park Closure     11:00 pm  

 

Friday, May 31st 

Teams and Vendors Setup    8:00 am  

Meat Inspection Begins   9:00 am 

Mandatory Head Cooks’ Meeting  4:00 pm- Judging Tent 

Sauce Turn-In     4:45 pm     

Anything But Turn-In    5:15 pm 

 Dessert Turn-In              5:45 pm  

Corn Hole Tournament Registration  6:30 pm – Baltzer Field 

Opening Ceremonies    7:00 pm – Main Stage   

Lawn Tractor Pull    7:15pm – Equestrian Arena Cobb Parr Park 

Corn Hole Tournament     7:30 pm –Baltzer Field 

Live Music – Dr. Zarr’s Funk Monsters 8:00 pm–Main Stage  

Quiet Time Begins    12:30 am  

 

Saturday, June 1st 

Quiet Time Ends    6:00 am 

Judges Check-In    8:30 am 

Judges Mandatory Briefing   9:00 am 

Classic Chevy Car Show Registration 8:00 am - Upper & Lower Level Prkg Lots-Cobb Parr Park  

Classic Chevy Car Show Open to Public 9:00 am - Upper & Lower Level Prkg Lots-Cobb Parr Park  

Whole Hog Judging    10:00 am 

Pulled Pork Judging    11:00 am 

Ribs Judging      12:00 Noon 

On-Site Finals Judging Begins  1:00 pm 

Awards Ceremony     5:00 pm –Main Stage 

Demolition Derby    7:00 pm – Equestrian Arena Cobb Parr Park 

 

Corn Hole Tournament      $50 Entry Fee per Team 

Dr. Zarr’s Funk Monster     No Admission Fee   

Lawn Tractor Pull     $10 per Person General Admission – 5 and under FREE  

Demolition Derby           $10 per Person General Admission – 5 and under FREE 

Classic Chevy Club Car Show   No Spectator Admission Fee - $25Entry Fee for Vehicles 
 

After 4:00pm Cooking Teams and Vendors Must Enter West Side of Park. 

Only 1 vehicle will be allowed in the cooking area between 4:00pm, Friday, May 31st and 5:00pm Saturday,  

 June 1st.   Vendor’s vehicles must be parked in designated areas after unloading. Site breakdown is not allowed 

until after award presentations.  

            Call 901.485.3075 for More Information 



  



 
 



 
 



 

Randstad comes to the American Jobs Center in Covington every other Monday from 8:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

for interviews and applications. AJC is located right behind PIZZA HUT in Covington. 

GED TRAINING/TESTING AVAILABLE! 

Click here for details. 

 

 

https://unilever.taleo.net/careersection/external/jobsearch.ftl?iniurl.src=JB-10172


 

 
 

 

https://clients.tsbdc.org/Events.aspx?center=&mode=2&area=Alamo,+TN&topicnum=0&sort=M&layout=0&zip=38019&miles=50&days=30
https://www.cis.tennessee.edu/training-view


NEWS from the  

Tipton County Public Library 
Our library is a beautiful facility with a lot to offer.  Click 

on the link above to access their website.  Click on the 

“Friends” link to the right to support our library. 

 

 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
http://www.tcsuperfriends.org/


 



News from the Tipton County 

Museum, Nature Trail, and 

Veteran’s Memorial  

Click here to read Museum Newsletter  

 

Pay Tribute to your personal hero, 

remember your loved ones, and honor 

those special people in your life by 

purchasing bricks for the museum 

addition. Go visit the museum to see the 

memorial bricks or call 901-476-0242 for 

more information. 
From Director Barrie Foster: 

Thank you for your continued support of the Tipton County Museum!  Please join us for these exciting events: 
 
 

 
 

  

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/spring2019.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/spring2019.pdf


 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 



 

 

Art Classes Continue at Museum – It’s never too late to get Involved!   

 

 
 



 

       Tipton County Museum,           
Veterans Memorial & Nature 

Center 
 

Veteran of the Month   
May 2019 

Joseph L. 

Malone 

 
 

 

Joseph Leno Malone was born on July 27, 1933, in the Mt. Carmel area of Tipton County and grew up 

on a dairy farm.  While still in high school, he felt the need to serve his country; he joined the Navy 

Reserves, where he served from 1950 to 1953.  When he transferred to active duty on January 24, 

1953, his mother cried because she was afraid he would get shot.   During his time in the Navy he was 

an Airman; his duties included taking care of the airplanes and performing rigorous preflight 

inspections.  He was assigned to the USS Coral Sea (CV -43) as a Plane Captain where he was part of 

the Strike Fighter Squadron 11 (VFA 11), more affectionately known as the “Red Rippers”.  

Homeported at Naval Station Mayport in Jacksonville, Florida, they travelled to numerous ports, 

spending a month in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; the Straits of Gibraltar; Naples, Italy; Barcelona, Spain; 

and the Holy Land.  His month in Cuba was punctuated with the fact that Marines with dogs patrolled 

the fences.  One of his most vivid memories is also one of the scariest.  While he and his pilot were 

traveling at altitude over Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana, the plane’s engine failed because of a vapor 

lock.  Franticly he and his pilot jointly worked to correct the problem.  Once his pilot was able to pull 

back on the throttle, the problem was corrected; and they landed safely.  Joseph is very proud of the 

fact that he always followed the rules and regulations of the Navy and was never disciplined for poor 

behavior or performance.  He was honorably discharged on January 13, 1956.  For his service to our 

country he was awarded the National Defense Service Medal.   

 

He returned home after the Navy to work on the family farm, which also included raising beans, corn, 

and cotton.  He met the love of his life, Betty, a schoolteacher; and they married on April 19, 1952.  In 

1957 he and Betty built their home on the family farm in Tipton County, where they raised their 

children, a daughter Melanie and a son Brett.  Melanie lives nearby in Burlison; but sadly son Brett, 

who lived on an adjoining farm, died in 2018 from cancer.  Joe and Betty have four grandchildren: one 

lives in Memphis, and the other three live in Tipton County.  Joe and Betty are members of Pleasant 

Grove Baptist Church in Covington where Joe has served as Deacon for more than 60 years.  Joe was 

nominated for Veteran of the Month at the Tipton County Museum by his good friend H.T. Ray, who 

was Veteran of the Month in August of 2017. 

 



 
Reception Held at Museum honoring May Veteran of the Month 
Family, friends, fellow veterans, and other guests joined Kathy Desjarlais of the Tipton County Veteran’s 

Council and Barrie Foster, Director of the Tipton County Museum, for a celebration in honor of May  

Veteran of the Month Joseph L. Malone 

  

  



 


