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Thoughts and perceptions from 

Mayor Justin Hanson 

 

Hello Friends! 

 

ALL departments in any city are important.  They all carry out important activities that make our lives safe, 

comfortable, healthy, and entertaining.  We all enjoy places to live, work, and play that are clean, safe, and 

dependable.  As your mayor, I am focused on providing all of this for our citizens and have taken great strides 

to put department heads in place who are well trained, smart, creative, and who are doing things on a regular 

basis to improve the living conditions for all the citizens of our fine city.  I have great respect for all our 

departments, all the leadership we have in our departments, and all the hard work our employees are engaged in 

daily.  It truly is amazing and I am humbled by their loyalty and dedication to our city.   

One way our departments work is to respond to the citizens.  Our Parks and Recreation Department provides 

opportunities for people based in large part on what the people want and ask for.  Public Works does a great 

deal of regular and preventative maintenance, but they also respond and work overtime when called for a 

sudden leak or inclement weather.  Our Personnel, Codes, and Financial Departments work diligently to 

consistently monitor, abide by internal controls, and educate and inform the public and respond to our 

employees for a safe, fair, and healthy working environment.  Let’s face it, however, none of these things are 

possible without public safety.  We all need to know that our public safety officials are constantly on watch, 

ready to respond when called, and properly trained and outfitted to take care of any myriad of needs we may 

have.  For this reason, the Covington Police and Fire Departments receive the lion’s share of our annual budget 

– and rightfully so.   

Because these are taxpayers’ dollars and public safety is something that weighs heavy on our minds, I want to 

invite all of you to attend a Public Safety Forum at the Covington Civic Center on October 1st at 5:30.  You will 

hear directly from law enforcement experts from the federal to the local level.  You will also hear from school 

and church leaders who also work to ensure the safety and well-being of our community.  You will hear all of 

these public safety servants answer questions about their respective positions and what progress is being made 

in our community.  You will learn some of the ways the City of Covington is working to ensure your safety on a 

daily and regular basis.  For example, Covington officers are trained and certified through an accredited police 

academy – usually the Tennessee Law Enforcement Training Academy (TLETA) in Donelson, TN or the 

Memphis Police Academy.  Our officers are outfitted with up-to-date equipment, including body cameras.  We 

have been recognized state wide for these cameras and how we use them to protect the public.  We have a 

SWAT team specifically trained to operate when called upon.  Our department is diverse with women and men 

from various backgrounds and experiences, and they work in each of our Covington schools, as well as the 

Boys and Girls Club to monitor safety procedures, get to know the people, and help administer certain 

programs.  Our Chief of Police has a deep and diverse background in law enforcement, including serving as 

Sheriff of Tipton County from 1989 to 2006 and with the Tennessee Highway Patrol from 1978 to 1989.  He is 

recognized across the State in the law enforcement community and currently serves as Chairman of the 

Tennessee Corrections Institute Board which regulates, governs, and inspects all jails in the State.  He is also on 

the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Association of Chiefs of Police.  We want to have high standards, great 

expectations, and good results.  We want you to be informed and assured that you are adequately being served 

in the most professional way.  Please join us Monday night and learn even more! 

 

                                                                                                                                   Justin 
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DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 

“keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city” 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES & SPECIAL EVENTS: 

The City of Covington Human Resource Department is responsible for the administration of all Personnel and 

Purchasing activities for the city. The Human Resource Department is located on the 2nd floor of the 

Covington Civic Center. They can be reached by phone (901) 475-7170. For reservations, scheduling, or 

information about special events, please call 901-475-7139 

 Applications are accepted ONLY during the time of a posted vacancy. 

 You can complete applications and email it to our department through the Contact Us button above or bringing 

it by our office Monday through Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm.  

Career Opportunities 

 
GIS/IT Coordinator 
Lifeguard 
Police_Dept 
Fitness_Leader 

 

COVINGTON AQUATIC CENTER: 

The Covington Aquatic Center offers a six-lane 25 meter recreational and competition covered pool. The pool 

depth is 3 feet in the shallow end and 12 feet at the deep end. The deep end of the pool houses 2 spring boards 

for recreational use. We offer multiple levels of swim lessons for young children through adults.  Water 

aerobics and other fitness classes are offered, and it is available for swim fitness.  The pool is available for those 

with mobility issues by way of an ADA-compliant fixed lift. 

The Aquatic Center also offers a 1.5 feet deep wading pool for children age 6 and under. This pool is covered, 

heated, and open all year, and you can purchase just a pool membership for a substantial savings and access to 

all aquatic classes.   

Covington Aquatic Center is available for private rentals for a variety of activities: scout swim check, birthday 

parties, company outings/parties, and church events. Cost for pool rental is $125.00 for 2 or 3 hours. For more 

detailed rental information, contact Director Mack at (901) 476-3734 
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 Join us at the SPORTSPLEX for WALK with the MAYOR each Friday at noon through October 19.  We walk for a 

little over a mile through the beautiful park and walking trail.  It’s a great way to enjoy your lunch break!  Bring 

the babies in the strollers, fur babies, young walkers, friends, neighbors and loved ones!  Walk at your own pace! 

 October 18 Health and Wellness Fair – Sponsored by Baptist Tipton partnering with Covington Parks and 

Recreation. Fitness classes will be conducted outside in Cobb-Parr Park adjacent to the Sportsplex.  The day will 

end with an evening 5K called the Monster Dash.  Covington Parks and Recreation will time the race 

 Pick ‘em Here college football “just for fun” will be sponsored by our sportsplex. Prizes will be provided for the 

winners.    

 Director Mack is working on fall movies in the park – look for information on this soon.   
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COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Keep up with CFD on our Facebook Page. 

 Please report ANY fire safety concerns you have to the Covington Fire Department at 901-476-2578.  

For emergencies, dial 911.  To learn more about CFD operations, click here.   

 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Covington Police Department urges all residents to report suspicious activity.  Allow trained safety 

personnel to decipher information and handle potentially dangerous situations – better yet, prevent them 

from happening!  HELP US HELP YOU!  Here are contacts for your convenience: 

o Covington Police Department – 901-475-1261 or 901-476-0243 blewis@covingtontn.com 

o Tipton County Sherriff’s Dept. - 901-475-3300 sheriff@tiptonco.com 

o Central Dispatch – 901-475-4300 

 Chief Lewis reminds everyone there is a Tennessee law prohibiting the use of cellphones in school 

zones.  Some of our school zones have been moved, and a new one was added in the vicinity of Tipton 

Christian Academy.  Covington police will monitor all our school zones.   

 

TBI Tips: 

We welcome tips about possible criminal activity in Tennessee. Our employees will review 

tips as soon as possible and, if appropriate, forward them for further follow-up. Please include 

your contact information in case we have questions or would like to contact you. Please 

note: You may remain anonymous, but information received may be incomplete for follow-up 

and investigative purposes. Tips that result in the capture of any of TBI's Top Ten Most 

Wanted may be eligible for reward money. BY PHONE: 1-800-TBI-FIND  

BY EMAIL: Click Here    

CODES: 

 13-104. Overgrown and dirty lots. (1) Prohibition. Pursuant to the authority granted to municipalities 

under Tennessee Code Annotated, 6-54-113, it shall be unlawful for any owner of record of really 

property to create, maintain, or permit to be maintained on such property the growth of trees, vines, 

grass, underbrush and /or the accumulations of debris, trash, litter, or garbage or any combination of the 

preceding elements so as to endanger the health, safety, or welfare of other citizens or to encourage the 

infestation of rats and other harmful animals.  

 If you have concerns about overgrown areas, please contact us (901) 476-7191 ext. 146  

 

BE IN THE KNOW! 

Click here to learn more about applications, fees, and policies. 

Click here to learn more about zoning maps and regulations 

Click here to read our sidewalks ordinance 

 
 

MUSEUM:  

Updates and News from The Tipton County Museum, Veteran’s Memorial, and Nature Trail: 

 Isaac Hayes exhibit opened at the Tipton County Museum on August 18 and is still on display. 

Tennessee Waters:  Shaping Our Land, Our Lives, and Our Future is a traveling exhibit that will be on 

display at the Tipton County Museum September 18 through November 12. Tim Henderson, Executive Director 

for Humanities Tennessee, and Paul McCoy, Program Officer for Humanities Tennessee, delivered the traveling 

http://www.covingtontn.com/fire.html
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exhibit Tennessee Waters:  Shaping our Land, Our Lives and Our Future to the Tipton County Museum.  This 

exhibit will be on display from September 18 through November 10.  This exhibit is presented by Humanities 

Tennessee, Tennessee Historical Society, and the Albert Gore Research Center.  The exhibit reception will take 

place Friday evening, October 19 from 5:30 to 7:00.  There will be a lecture with discussion presented by Dr. 

Robert Cogswell on Saturday morning October 20 at 10:00.  The exhibit, reception, and lecture are all free to 

the public. 

 Upcoming Programs and Lectures: 

o October Gardening Series every Saturday morning in October at 10:00.  There will also be a 

garden lecture in the conference room. 

o Artist Series for Kids – Auguste Renoir will be the focus artist on Saturday, October 6 from 

1:00 – 3:00 

o Go with the FLOW – Acrylic pouring workshop with Debra Howze Saturday, October 27 from 

1:00 – 3:00 

 

COVINGTON PUBLIC WORKS:  

 

 Starting October 15, leaves raked into piles and windrows will be picked up by the City using vacuum 

machines. 

 Please don’t place Yard waste in drainage ditches, on the street, or on a side walk. 

 Yard waste should be placed at least five feet away from potential obstacles such as mail boxes, fences, 

walls, water meters, telephone connection boxes and parked cars so our machines can get to it.  

 Building debris, such as lumber, plaster, roofing, brickbats and other debris from construction, repair 

remodeling or demolition of any building or appurtenance, will not be removed by the City. The owner 

must cause such material to be privately moved. 

 

 

Left, Public Works crews worked through the 

rain and into the night Monday to repair a 

water leak on South College Street.   

 

Be PREPARED to detour around the 

MEULLER BRASS RAILROAD 

CROSSING beginning at 6:00 am 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1st through 

OCTOBER 4th while the crossing is 

repaired. 
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Public Safety Committee working on Incentive Pay for Certified Officers 
The Public Safety Committee held their regular monthly meeting at Covington City Hall on September 25 at 

1:00.  Present were Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, CPD Chief Buddy Lewis, CFD Chief Michael Naifeh, 

Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman CH Sullivan, Mayor Justin Hanson, City Attorney Rachel 

Witherington, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, and Assistant to the Mayor Sara Gangaware.  Also present were 

Alderman John Edwards, Echo Day, and Margaret Fleming. 

 

Chairman McGowan called the meeting to order at 1:00 with a quorum present and called on Chief Michael 

Naifeh to make his presentation. 

 

 Update on Compliance Engine – all preliminary work being done, we are set to “go live” September 26.   

 Combination rescue tool purchase – combination spreader/cutter – bought used for about $9600 with full 

warranty.  This is improvement over what CFD had, and Naifeh reported he is still on the lookout for 

additional tools.   

 New pumper-tanker is in service – this vehicle replaced our old tanker and it also has a pump.  The old 

tanker was sold for $67,500 and has been delivered.  Alderwoman Bommer asked what happens when 

someone fails under Compliance Engine.  Naifeh stated they will send a 2nd and 3rd notice.  Sprinkler 

systems and venta-hood systems in restaurants have required inspections, and those will be followed-up 

on.  Naifeh stated these inspections really fall more under responsibility of State Fire Marshall’s office 

and they will cooperate with them and share data.  Naifeh went on to say Compliance Engine also does 

inspections for Codes Department, as well. 

 Volunteer hours for month of August were 474.  Naifeh expects these hours to continue to rise as we 

have new volunteer firemen.   

 CFD responded to a total of 251 calls from August 28 through September 24.   This includes, but not 

limited to: 

o 23 fire alarms 

o 43 sick parties 

o 12 persons unconscious 

o 7 motor vehicle crashes with injuries 

o 13 medical alarms 

o Alderwoman Bommer asked Naifeh how many overdoses they respond to, and he reported about 

1-2 a week.  Naifeh stated this is not a change, but is about what they usually experience. 

 Two students will re-take the paramedic tests and Naifeh has full confidence they will pass.  He expects 

all students to be operating as paramedics by mid-October.   

 Naifeh provided the committee members with the CARE report that included 

o 22 welfare checks 

o Monthly inspections of fire equipment 

o Installation of 4 smoke alarms at Children and Family Services 

o Issued and installed twenty smoke alarms in other places 

o Attended tipton County Anti-Drug Coalition 

 

 

There being no further information from Naifeh nor questions from the committee, Alderwoman Bommer 

motioned to accept Naifeh’s report and Alderman Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chairman McGowan then called on CPD Chief Buddy Lewis for his report. 

 

Chief Lewis: 

 Officer Taylor is to graduate from TLETA (Tennessee Law Enforcement Training Academy) in 

Donelson, TN Friday, and Lewis plans to attend. 

 Officer Stephens remains in MPD academy in Memphis.   

 Shelia Wynn is back at work after being on medical leave for several months 

 3-4 officers with CPD will be deployed with US military at some time this year – no exact dates yet.   

 Overtime hours worked since July 1 is 3792 and Lewis expects this to continue as we are experiencing a 

shortage in manpower.  

 One of our officers-in training was sent home from MPD academy, and just this week, Lewis received a 

call from the academy in Donelson stating one of our candidates had failed out of that academy as well.  

Sadly, CPD has invested thousands of dollars in these officers-in-training that we cannot recoup, and we 

remain four officers short at this time.  Lewis stated this is why we need some kind of incentive for 

attracting officers that are already certified.    

 Chief Lewis then called on Attorney Rachel Witherington to explain the draft they have been working 

on for this purpose.  

o Witherington distributed draft agreement to committee members, which states that city is 

prepared to pay a $3000 signing bonus for certified officers, which would be distributed over a 

period of 3 years.  Witherington went through the draft copy with committee members and 

highlighted terms of the agreement.  There was discussion among committee members as to how 

this would be distributed and the committee asked Witherington to continue to work with labor 

attorney, Ted Yeiser, for clarification.  Mayor Hanson motioned to have this discussion moved to 

F & A committee meeting in October and Alderman Sullivan seconded.  Chief Lewis stated the 

whole purpose of this is to attract certified officers to our department.  Alderman McGowan 

stated we also need to address pay-scale for Covington Police Department. Attorney 

Witherington stated she is also working on agreement for newly hired officers we pay to train to 

keep them on staff for a period of time.  Witherington stated she will being a draft of that 

agreement in October as well. Motion was then voted on and did pass.   

o Chief Lewis stated he is currently working with Personnel Director Tiny Rose to create new pay 

scale for Covington police officers, and further stated this is a major issue in the Covington 

Police Department.   Alderman Edwards thanked the committee for moving forward with signing 

bonus and stated he feels it will be much better for CPD to have a means by which to incentivize 

certified officers to come work for us.  Bommer reiterated the faster Chief Lewis can bring a 

draft pay scale to the committee, the faster we can work to get this into next year’s budget.  

Bommer told Chief Lewis to present something ASAP so details can be hammered out so we can 

get it approved.  Lewis stated police is a para-military organization and pay must be according to 

rank structure.  Lewis stated he appreciates Attorney Witherington’s work on this and looks 

forward to getting this ironed out and approved. 

 Lewis gave August stats, which included, but not limited to: 

o 18,374 patrol miles driven 

o 101 citations 

o Responded to 2152 calls including, but not limited to 

 37 EMS calls 

 21 domestic violence 

 10 motor vehicle crashes with injury 

 19 noise complaints 

 6 shoplifting 

https://www.tn.gov/commerce/law-enforcement-training.html
http://www.joinmpd.com/the-police-academy/


 13 calls for shots heard 

 11 suspicious vehicles 

 Made 332 traffic stops 

 

Updates: 

 

CPD has made arrests of one adult and two juveniles in regards to home burglaries on Swan and Sunset Streets.   

 

CPD made weekend saturations in Covington with additional officers on streets – rain kept activity down, but 

Lewis stated CPD was present in the neighborhoods.  Only one “shots fired” complaint was called in.  These 

saturations will continue, and do include command staff officers.   

 

Munford Cleaning Services gave CPD a quote for cleaning - $250 for initial service, and $150 every other week 

following initial service.  Lewis stated he wants this service so officers can focus all energy on safety in 

neighborhoods.   

 

Department of Homeland Security launched first “If you SEE something, SAY something” Awareness Day.  

This calls on citizens and national public and private-sector partners to participate in activities related to this 

campaign. Lewis stated it is important for the public to report to police to help provide important information.  

For more information, go to https://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something 

 

Alderman Edwards asked if our insurance will cover the cars that were flooded at our impound lot.  Lewis 

stated all those vehicles are seized vehicles and Dunn stated there’s a $5000 deductible and she didn’t believe 

there was that much damage to any one of them.   

 

Edwards suggested unmarked vehicles in patrol so criminals will be paranoid of who’s looking.  Lewis stated 

CPD uses unmarked cars in some investigations, but he also wants marked cars and uniformed officers present 

in all neighborhoods so people will know we are looking.  Edwards stated we need both of them.  Lewis said 

that he has both and stated CPD has 7-8 unmarked cars that operate in our city.   

 

There being no further questions or discussion, Alderwoman Bommer motioned to accept Lewis’s report and 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

 

 

https://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something


 



 
 

 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html


2018 Heritage Day and Farm to Table Dinner Beautiful and Delicious 
A little rain did not stop the shopping and fun at this year’s Heritage Day and Farm to Table Dinner 

The Farm to Table Dinner at Mt. Carmel Manor was a sold out event! 

 

  

 

 

  



  

  

  



 

  

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jackson Hughey honored at Boy Scout Recognition Breakfast 
Jackson Hughey, cancer survivor and sophomore at Covington High School, was honored at the inaugural West 

Tennessee Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America breakfast hosted by Mayor Justin Hanson, Bill McClain, 

Charlotte Kelley, Sandy Burgess, Greg Benjamin, Tom Fitzhugh, Joseph Mack, and John Pate.  Mayor Hanson 

was the emcee for the event that was held Wednesday at Covington First United Methodist Church 
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Covington Police Officer Graduates Tennessee Law  

Enforcement Training Academy 
A hearty congratulations to Christopher Taylor of the Covington Police Department for graduating from the 

Tennessee Law Enforcement Training Academy in Donelson, TN on September 28.  Covington Mayor Justin 

Hanson, Police Chief Buddy Lewis, Assistant Chief Cavat Bass fellow officers Andrew Hefner, Tony Ginn, and 

Jay Black along with Taylor’s family and friends were on hand for the graduation of class 1846.  

 

  
 

 



 
 



 
 

 
Click here to read the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce Newsletter 

 

 
 

                             
 

 
 

 
    “Team Tipton”  

Walk with the Mayor/Elected Officials Schedules 
 

Covington: 
Location: Covington Sportsplex @ 12:00 noon 

September 21, 2018 (Kickoff) 
October 5, 2018 

October 12, 2018 
October 19, 2018 

https://healthiertn.com/
http://files.constantcontact.com/8c9941aa001/0515721e-f744-43ed-bdad-d6f52c1f869b.pdf
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/


Munford: 
Location: Centennial Park @ 5:30 p.m. 

September 13, 2018 (Kickoff)  
September 20, 2018 
September 27, 2018 

October 4, 2018 
 
 

Brighton: 
Location: Brighton City Park @ 6:30 p.m. 

September 17, 2018 (Kickoff) 
September 24, 2018 

October 1, 2018 
October 8, 2018 

 
             Atoka 

Location: Pioneer Park @ 6:30 p.m. 
October 4, 2018 (Kickoff) 

October 11, 2018 
October 18, 2018 
October 25, 2018 

 
 

Like our Team Tipton Facebook Page: @teamtiptonhtn 
 

 

https://healthiertn.com/communities


 



DSCC’s Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society to Host Car Show Oct. 20 
 

Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) is set to host a car show Saturday, Oct. 20, from 8:30 a.m. 

to 3 p.m., at the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County. The DSCC Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor 

Society is sponsoring this event with proceeds benefiting PTK activities and program needs. Participants 

may check-in from 9-11 a.m. 

 

Registration is $20 for the public and $15 for DSCC students. Judging will take place at 11:30 a.m. with 

awards announced at 2:30 p.m. 

 

For more information, contact Emily Camp at 901-562-3048 or ecamp1@my.dscc.edu, or Brigham 

Scallion at 901-475-3119 or scallion@dscc.edu.  
 
 

 
 

 
Join Mayor Hanson for coffee, goodies, and 
conversations… 
Tuesday  October 02      Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
Tuesday  October 16      Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
Tuesday  October 30      Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
Tuesday  November 13  Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
Tuesday  November 27  Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
Tuesday  December 4    Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
Tuesday  December 18  Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty  
                            7:30 am  - 9:00 am 
                      come and go as you please 
 

 

 

It’s SQUARECROW time! 

 

Click here for SQUARECROW information and  

click  here for packet.   

 

An entrance fee of $25 is due at the time you pick up a packet and 

frame. Please Make Checks Payable to CEDC (Covington Economic 

Development Corporation) 

 

Thank you for choosing to participate in this fun annual contest! We 

encourage you to be environmentally conscious and recycle items to 

fit with the theme of your squarecrow. 
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Mayor Hanson joins Healthier Tennessee Panel Discussions at the 

Western Regional Conference at University of Tennessee – Martin 
Mayor Justin Hanson served as a panelist at the West Tennessee Regional Conference of A Healthier Tennessee Thursday in 

Martin, TN.   He shared ideas with other regional partners in regards to engaging local leaders in' "Healthier Tennessee" 

initiatives. Currently, 28.4% of Tennesseans report no physical activity, 34.8% of Tennesseans are obese, and 22.1% of 

Tennesseans smoke. Our annual cost of preventable disease stands at $5.3 billion. Let's all continue to work together to lower 

these numbers. Join Team Tipton Healthier TN as we walk together and participate in other ways to live a healthier life! 

  

http://www.amandasway.org


 

 

 



 

 

http://www.covingtonanimalrescueeffort.com/


 



 

 

 
 

 October 01 – Public Safety Forum – Covington Civic Center – 5:30 

 October 02 – Coffee with the Mayor – Little Jimmy’s – 7:30 – 9:00 

 October 02 – Public Works Committee Meeting – 1:00 at Covington City Hall 
 October 02 – Boys and Girls Club annual STEAK and BURGERS dinner and fundraiser.  Click here to read all about it! 

 October 04 – WRAP Proclamation against Domestic Violence – 9:30 – Tipton County Courthouse steps 

 October 04 – Industrial Appreciation Golf Tournament  

 October 05 - Walk with the Mayor – noon - Covington Sportsplex 

 October 06 – CAR SHOW benefitting AMANDA’S WAY at Brighton High School  

 October 6 – 28 – Vesta Home Show – featuring landscaping and decorating by CHS students!  Buy your tickets at 
COVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL. 

 October 09 – General Welfare and Public Relations Committee Meeting – 1:00 at Covington City Hall 

 October 09 – Board of Mayor and Aldermen – 5:30 at Covington City Hall 

 October 11 – Roctober on the Square – 5:00 – 9:00 

 October 12 - Walk with the Mayor – noon - Covington Sportsplex 

 October 13 – Health Fair at St. Luke’s Church – 9:00 – 1:00 

 October 13 – CAR SHOW at Covington High School – 9:00 – 3:00 

 October 16 – Finance and Administration Committee Meeting – 1:00 at Covington City Hall 

 October 16 – Tipton County Library OPEN HOUSE celebrating 80 years of service. 5:00 – 7:00 

 October 16 – Nov 6 – Matisse Art Classes – Tipton County Museum.  Click here for more information 

 October 18 – Monster Dash – Family Fun Run and 5K – Cobb-Parr Park 

 October 19 - Walk with the Mayor – noon - Covington Sportsplex 

 October 20 – CAR SHOW at DSCC Covington.  click here for more information 

 October 23 – Public Safety Committee Meeting – 1:00 at Covington City Hall 

 October 23 – Board of Mayor and Aldermen – 5:30 at Covington City Hall 

 October 27 – Acrylic Pouring Class at Tipton County Museum.  Click here to learn more.  

 October 27 – CASA Dinner and Fundraiser – Liberty Hall – 6:00 

 November 2-4 – Havoc on the Hardwood Basketball tournament at the Covington Sportsplex.   

 November 02 – Authors & Artisans Reception – Tipton County Museum – 5:30 – 7:00.  Click here for details 
 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City Hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  
The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

 
REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING 

Keep up with News, Events, and Information in 

Covington and Tipton County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/city-hall-information.html
http://www.amandasway.org/
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Covington High Design and Landscape Teams 

Worked for this year’s Vesta Home Show  

 
Members of the CHS Design Team met with 

designers at Magnolia Lighting (above) while 

designing for the 2018 Vesta Home Show  

in Piperson, TN.   

Below, Design Team members Leah Beasley, Jillian 

Hunter, Aaliyah Smith, Steven Ennis, Decadent 

Avenue Interior Designer, and Kelsey Caudle discuss 

plans and look at dimensions of rooms.  

 
Tickets are for sale at CHS for $13 per ticket; Senior 

Citizens $10. CHS gets a portion of the proceeds, so 

please buy tickets here and support the Chargers!!!  

2018 Vesta Home Show is October 6th-28th. The 

Covington High Design and Landscaping teams 

played a BIG role!! 

 

 
CHS Landscaping Team worked on the homes at the 2018 Vesta Home Show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vestashow.com/
http://www.vestashow.com/


Mayor Hanson visited with Capstone Class at  

Covington High School 

 
Mayor Hanson met with the Covington Capstone 

class Monday morning to encourage them to stay 

focused on their education, set goals, make good 

decisions, and speak and write correctly.    

 

Capstone is a career readiness/career exploration 

class for high school seniors that incorporates soft 

skills, interview techniques, and skills to navigate 

the post-secondary path.  Speakers from many 

businesses and organizations in the community 

volunteer as presenters to our students.  The class 

is sponsored by HTL Advantage, and is facilitated 

by our REDI college access mentors Katherine 

Markley, Brandon Armstrong, and Mario 

Hayslett, HTL Advantage CEO Duane Lavery, 

and Tipton County workforce development 

coordinator Robin Sealy.  Anyone interested in 

participating can contact one of these facilitators.  

 

DSCC Announces Nursing Information Sessions 

 

Dyersburg State Community College will host nursing information sessions for new and potential nursing 

students at each of its locations in October. These sessions will provide students with more information on 

DSCC’s LPN to RN Fast Track, Paramedic to RN Fast Track and Traditional Nursing programs. It will also 

provide students with information on the application process, deadlines and an opportunity to speak one-on-one 

with nursing faculty and staff.  The first session will take place at the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton 

County Tuesday, Oct. 2, at 3:30 p.m., inside the Jimmy Naifeh Building, rooms 141 (Traditional program), 

145 (Paramedic to RN program) and 160 (LPN to RN program). See below for more information: 

 

 



 

The Covington Court Square Farmer’s Market strives to provide 

the Tipton County community with the area’s freshest produce, 

value-added food products, plants, and hand crafted items. 

 

 

During season, the Market is open on 

 

Tuesdays 8:00am – 2:00pm 

Thursdays 12:00pm – 6:00pm 

Saturdays 8:00am – 2:00pm  

 

Click on picture to learn about the benefits of 

shopping at your local farmers market!  

 
 

 

http://www.besthealthmag.ca/best-eats/healthy-eating/20-benefits-of-shopping-at-a-farmers-market-vs-the-supermarket/


 

 

Support CHS Charger Band 

Enjoy your Saturday 

THAT’S A REAL WIN-WIN! 

 

 



Over $5000 Donated to Lebonheur from 

Covington schools through GO JIM GO 

  
Memphis Meteorologist Jim Jaggers made his annual bicycle ride through Covington Thursday and 

stopped to eat lunch at Burnett’s Family BBQ and accept donations from three schools.   

Students from CHS, TCA, and TLC collected donations and presented them to Jim and his fellow riders 

to benefit LeBonheur. He also visited Austin Peay and other Tipton County schools.  Visit 

https://www.facebook.com/gojimgoforlebonheur/ to see all of this travels and donations!  GO JIM GO! 

  

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/gojimgoforlebonheur/


 
This will be fun, delicious, entertaining, and most importantly – will support CASA! 

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) volunteers are appointed by judges to watch over and advocate for 

abused and neglected children, to make sure they don’t get lost in the overburdened legal and social service 

system, or languish in inappropriate group or foster homes. Volunteers stay with each case until it is closed and 

the child is placed in a safe, permanent home. For many abused children, their CASA volunteer will be the one 

constant adult presence in their lives. 

 

Mission: The National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association, together with its state and local member 

programs, supports and promotes court-appointed volunteer advocacy so every abused or neglected child in the 

United States can be safe, have a permanent home and the opportunity to thrive 

 

CASA of Tipton County 

 

 
 

https://www.tncasa.org/location/locationDetail/casa-of-tipton-county.html


 



 
 

Dickens on the Square 

 

Mark your calendars and be ready to join us for an old fashioned “Dickens on the Square” 

in Covington on December 8, 2018 

https://www.facebook.com/DickensOnTheSquare/


 



 

 



 

Tipton County Public 
Library News  

Check out what's in store for you at our local 
Library this month!  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 
  

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/services/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/services/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from the Tipton County 

Museum, Nature Trail, and 

Veteran’s Memorial  

 

Pay Tribute to your personal hero, 

remember your loved ones, and honor 

those special people in your life by 

purchasing bricks for the museum 

addition. Go visit the museum to see the 

memorial bricks or call 901-476-0242 for 

more information. 
 

From Director Barrie Foster: 

Thank you for your continued support of the Tipton County Museum.  Please join us for these exciting events: 

 October Gardening Series:  Every Saturday morning in October at 10.   More details to follow. 

 Saturday, October 6 from 1 to 3 p.m.:  Artist Series for Kids:  Auguste Renoir.  Open to adults and children age 
10 and up. 

 Beginning October 16: ‘ Henri Matisse:  The Art of the Interior’ with Artist in Residence Richard Reed.  Four 
Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m.   

 Saturday, October 27 from 1 to 3 p.m.:  ‘Go with the FLOW!’  An acrylic pouring workshop. 
 
Please call the Tipton County Museum at (901) 476-0242 to register for a course or if you have any questions.  
 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 



 

 
 

 



 
Grab a few friends and join us at the Tipton County Museum, 751 Bert Johnston Avenue, 

Covington, Tennessee, for an exhilarating afternoon of art!  Debra Howze will show you how 

easy and fun it is to create beautiful and unique artwork with this technique.   No 

experience is required and we provide all the painting supplies! 
 

Program Fee:  $40 for Museum Members, $45 for Non-Members 
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Tipton County Museum 

Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 
 

Veteran of the Month 
         August 2018 

 

Douglas Perry Ward 
 

 
 

Born September 21, 1935 in Holcomb, Mississippi, Doug Ward enlisted in the United States 
Army a year after graduating from high school.  After completion of Basic Training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, he was sent to Korea where he served for 16 months with the 32nd 
Regiment, 7th Division.  His unit served along with several other United Nations units including 
troops from Ethiopia, Italy, and Turkey.  All the troops fought using machine guns; but the 
Ethiopians also carried spears, and the Turks carried Kilij’s – their traditional curved swords.  
According to Doug, the Turkish troops were the toughest he had ever seen as going barefoot in 
the snow during the Korean winter did not seem to bother them.  Once back in the U.S., he 
attended the NCO Academy and trained to be an Army Ranger.  He learned hand to hand 
combat, trained with various weapons including handguns, rifles, and machine guns.  For the 
next three years he served with the Army Rangers in Georgia.  Doug enjoyed his career in the 
military.  In addition to being honored by being decorated by Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie, 
for his service to our country he was awarded the National Defense Service Medal and the 
Good Conduct Medal.   
 
After an Honorable Discharge on April 12, 1957, he returned home to Memphis, Tennessee 
where he began a fruitful career as an insurance adjustor until his retirement at age 65.  He 
married his sweetheart, Billie Sue Hannah, who sadly passed away at a young age.  He met his 
current wife, the former Shirley Johnson, in 1965 when she worked a secretary for an insurance 
company he was required to visit once a week as an insurance adjuster.  She had planned to 
meet several of her coworkers for dinner one evening, and Doug was going to join them.  
However, due to unfortunate circumstances, each of her coworkers had to back out at the last 
minute, leaving Shirley and Doug as the only two diners.  Her coworkers had orchestrated the 
whole thing!  It obviously worked, for they were married in January of 1966.  Shirley was just 19 
years old and said that Doug was, and is, the love of her life.  They were blessed with two 
children, Jeff Ward and Lee Ann Jones, and two grandchildren.  They are members of First 
Baptist Church of Munford where Doug has served as a Deacon.  Doug was nominated for 
Veteran of the Month by his wife, Shirley. 



Reception was held at Museum to Honor September  

Veteran of the Month Doug Ward 
Family, friends, fellow veterans and others gathered at the Tipton County Museum Tuesday night to honor this 

month’s veteran of the month.  As always, Girl Scout troop 13804 was on hand to help with refreshments.   

 

 
 

 

Kathy Desjarlais, Chairman of the Tipton County 

Veteran’s Council (L) and Museum Director Barrie 

Foster (R) presented Mr.Ward with his certificate.   

Honoree Ward and his wife Shirley were visited by 

one of the girl scouts whose troop helps with the 

receptions each month.   

 
Ward is congratulated by fellow veteran  

Andy Dunavant 

 
These Girl Scouts help with all of the Veteran of the 

Month receptions at the Museum 

 

 



 
 


