
Highlights from the week of 

April 21 – May 01 * 

 

Thoughts and perceptions 

from Mayor Justin Hanson 
Hello Friends and Neighbors, 

     The elephant in the room here is the ongoing discussion about the Covington Police Department.  I hope I 

can say a few things to clear things up – as this is a complicated issue.  First of all, while our police are 

operating out of three different buildings at this time, they are clean, updated facilities that are MUCH improved 

over the former location, which had gone unattended for far too long. While the current situation may not be 

ideal, it does work and it is much better than where they were just a year ago.   

     Secondly, we have absolutely not forgotten our police – far from it!  We have made significant investments 

in the 3.5 years I’ve been mayor, including the current locations, a new officer position has been added to the 

staff, and we’ve provided multiple patrol and undercover cars, SWAT equipment, body cameras, in-car 

computers, and employee raises.  We value our police department and most certainly want to give them what 

they need – and have done that in many aspects.    

     We have gone through proper deliberations, negotiations, and discussions about the next step in this process 

and are making every effort to provide the police department with the building they want, need, and deserve.  

While the initial loan request before the Board was for $6.5 million, the total cost could end up being $10 

million with principle and interest over the lifetime of the loan.  This is way out there at the absolute top end of 

possibility.  The initial loan request for $6.5 million was also at the top end of a total project that would have 

provided many opportunities for the City of Covington - including a new police facility, a new sidewalk along 

Hwy. 51, and improvements to parks and recreation – and that top amount might not even be used.  I share 

Chief Lewis’ frustration that it seems to be continually reported the police facility will cost us $10 million 

dollars.  No, it won’t – and not even $6.5 as that is a top-end estimate the loan would have made available.  But 

whatever the costs, it was the recommendation of the Board of Mayor and Alderman not to proceed with 

securing any loan at this time citing the city’s current debt as a major concern.   

     In total, the City’s current overall general fund debt service is $3,906,105.  What a shame it is the City of 

Covington is strapped with such debt, and this current CPD issue is a perfect example of what problems 

operating at these levels of debt can cause.  It is also extremely unfortunate that much of our inherited debt is 

for lawsuits, facilities that are not operating, and an underfunded pension, all of which are costing us millions of 

dollars, and doing us little – if any – good.    

     As we forge ahead to resolve our issues, perhaps the silver lining of it is that you, the taxpayers of 

Covington, are informed.  This administration has been and will continue to be totally transparent in our 

decisions.  We have seen people get involved in ways they haven’t before.  We have an updated website, open 

discussions, video and meeting minutes available online and in-house, this weekly newsletter, and an 

administration that is open and willing to participate in lively debates for the upward movement of this town.  

We have entered in strategic planning, involved our people in public surveys, held public meetings, and gotten 

people on committees to help guide us.  I urge you to continue to be informed and involved!  Come to our 

meetings, read our website and newsletters, and become part of a team effort for continuous improvement.  No 

one said any of this would be easy, but I’m committed to the daily grind of getting things done that are in the 

best interest for our citizens.   

     Does this mean the police department facility is dead in the water? It is my opinion that nothing is off the 

table.  Just because it has been decided we can’t do something today doesn’t mean it can’t be done in one way 

or another at one time or another.   I believe thoughtful discussions, research, planning, negotiating, sound 

decision-making, and teamwork are the foundations of good leadership and that is how I intend to continue.  I 

urge all citizens to be in regular contact with your Aldermen.  I urge you to be informed by attending our 

meetings and reading our publications.  I welcome you to discuss ideas and strategies with me.  I can assure you 

that I intend to operate this city with a balanced budget and to get us out of debt so that we can afford 

everything we deserve.                                                                     Justin 
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DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 
“keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city” 

HUMAN RESOURCES & SPECIAL EVENTS: 

The City of Covington Human Resource Department is responsible for the administration 

of all Personnel and Purchasing activities for the city. The Human Resource Department 

is located on the 2nd floor of the Covington Civic Center at 100 West Washington Street. 

They can be reached by phone at (901) 475-7170 

 Applications are accepted ONLY during the time of a posted vacancy. 

 You can complete applications and email it to our department through the Contact Us 

button above or bringing it by our office Monday through Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm.  

 Plans are underway for another exciting BBQ Festival.  The festival will take place June 

1-2 at Cobb Parr Park.  We will have opening ceremonies, a popular head-line band, and a 

Corn Hole tournament - all on Friday night. Save the dates! 

 

PUBLIC WORKS AND STREETS: 

 Please call 901-476-9613 ext 113 or 118 if you see water running and suspect a 

leak.  After hours call 901-476-7163.  Our crews will repair them immediately! 

 Help us keep COVINGTON CLEAN!  Please pick up and clean up your area – and call 

us when you need help!   

 

CODES: 

Department of Code Compliance… 

 If you plan on installing anything on your property that will be vertical, you will 

probably need a permit, so please check with us first!  We are here to help you 

work through the permitting process.  Please visit us on the second floor at 

Covington City Hall, 200 W. Washington Ave, call 901-476-7191 ext 146 or email 

planning.building@covingtontn.com.  Same is true for signs, banners, and vehicles.  

Before you put it in your yard, let us help you stay within the ordinances and codes 

of the City of Covington.  

 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 We will provide SUMMER CAMPS for kids.  Please contact Director Joe Mack to 

help support these great summer learning activities for our youth and get your 

children registered ASAP! 

 Sportsplex gets new sign and striping in parking lot!  Check it out! 
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COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

If you live in the City of Covington and own your property (property owners are required 

by law to provide for their renters) and need a working smoke detector installed, please 

contact us at 901-476-2578.   

 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 

 Please report suspicious activity to police immediately – let CPD decipher the 

situation.  Call 901-475-1261 or 901-476-9036. Call 911 in emergencies.   

 

 

Covington Airport Wins Award 

Airport Director Robin Anderson (C) attended the TDOT Aeronautics Division Conference last 

week where he was presented their MOST IMPROVED AIRPORT award.  
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Covington Aquatic Center Posts Swim Lessons Schedule 

Swimming is perhaps one of the most important life skills, and the Covington 

Aquatic Center offers several classes for learners of all ages and competency 

levels at our pool this summer. 

Level 1: Introduction to Water Skills                                                       
Level 2: Fundamental Aquatic Skills 
June 4-8, 2018            9:00-10:00                                                             
June 4-8, 2018           9:00-10:00 
June 11-15, 2018     12:00-1:00                                                                
June 11-15, 2018     12:00-1:00 
June 18-22, 2018     11:00-12:00                                                              
June 18-22, 2018     11:00-12:00 
June 25-29, 2018        9:00-10:00                                                             
June 25-29, 2018       9:00-10:00 
 
Level 3: Stroke Development                                                                   
Level 4: Stroke Improvement 
June 4-8, 2018          11:00-12:00                                                             
June 4-8, 2018          11:00-12:00 
June 11-15, 2018        9:00-10:00                                                             
June 11-15, 2018       9:00-10:00 
June 18-22, 2018     12:00-1:00                                                                
June 18-22, 2018     12:00-1:00 
June 25-29, 2018      11:00-12:00                                                             
June 25-29, 2018      11:00-12:00 
July 9-13, 2018            9:00-10:00                                                             
July 9-13, 2018            9:00-10:00 
 
Level 5: Stroke Refinement                                                                      
Level 6: Personal Water Safety 
June 4-8, 2018         12:00-1:00                                                                
June 4-8, 2018          12:00-1:00 
June 11-15, 2018     11:00-12:00                                                              
June 18-22, 2018       9:00-10:00 
June 18-22, 2018       9:00-10:00                                                              
July 9-13, 2018         11:00-12:00 
June 25-29, 2018     12:00-1:00 
July 9-13, 2018         11:00-12:00 

Level 6: Fitness Swimmer 
June 11-15, 2018     11:00-12:00                                                                 
June 25-29, 2018     12:00-1:00 
 
Pre-School Level 1: Ages 3-5 very minimal water exposure 
July 9-13, 2018     12:00-1:00 
 
Pre-School Level 2: Ages 3-5 moderate water exposure 
July 16-20 2018     11:00-12:00 
 
Pre-School Level 3: Ages 3-5 exposure to water but no 
previous instruction 
July 23-27, 2018     11:00-12:00 
 
Swim School: must complete level 5 and have interest in 
joining swim team 
July 16-27, 2018     8:00-10:00 
 
Parent/Child Aquatics:  
Level 1: 6 months-3 years                                                                     
Level 2: Ages 1-3 
June 11-15, 2018     5:00-6:00 pm                                                       
July 1-20, 2018     5:00-6:00pm 
 
Adult Lessons 
Learning the Basics: June 18-22, 2018     5:00-6:00pm 
Improving Skills: July 23-27, 2018     5:00-6:00pm 

 

 

 

 

901-476-9178      901-476-3734 
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Public Safety Committee Reiterated that the proposed police 

building does NOT carry a $6.5 million price tag. 

 

The Public Safety Committee held their regular monthly meeting Tuesday, April 24, at Covington City Hall at 

1:00.  Present were Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman C.H. 

Sullivan, Assistant Fire Chief Richard Griggs, Police Chief Buddy Lewis, Mayor Justin Hanson , Assistant to 

the Mayor Sara Gangaware, and Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn. Also present were Alderman Jere Hadley, 

Alderman John Edwards, and Echo Day of The Leader.  

 

Chairman McGowan called the meeting to order at 1:00 with a quorum present.  He called on Griggs to make 

the report from the fire department 

 

Assistant Chief Richard Griggs: 

 Sink-hole update at south fire station – work has been completed, thanks to CPW department.  

Landscape looks good – no indications there was ever a problem. 

 ISO (Insurance Services Organization) training next week – CFD has invited water, dispatch, and fire 

departments in this area.  Lunch will be provided.  38 people are registered so far. Event will be held at 

Covington Civic Center – Thursday, May 3.   

 Chief Naifeh is attending Fire Commission meeting in Gatlinburg.  

 Volunteer hours  - 144 hours worked in month of March 

 Volunteer Firefighter update – graduation June 18.  7 volunteers left in class who have put in nearly 200 

hours.   

 Landscaping at both fire stations – Master Gardener Sheryl Rose is helping with landscaping.   

 March 26 – April 23 CFD calls responded to include, but are not limited to…. 

o 50 calls for information 

o 44 sick party calls 

o 26 falls 

o 14 fire alarms 

o 14 persons unconscious 

o 10 control burns 

o 4 overdose calls 

 

Covington Police Chief Lewis: 

 163 arrests made in month of March 

 Responded to 2788 calls (more than Sheriff’s Department) 

 77 arrests made by special crimes unit 

 86 patrol arrests 

 18,760 miles driven 

 Officers of the month  

o February – Sgt Shawn Parker and Corporal David Morgan 

o March  - Officer Amy Brooks 

o Lewis commended new female officers – said they are doing great job. 

 Promoted Officer Morgan to Corporal.  

 Received resignation from Corporal Dowell, who is leaving to go into private business 

 Coordination with CFD and TCSO for SWAT training – thanked council members for appropriation of 

funds for this equipment and training.  



 Chief Lewis will attend Department of Defense training in Fort Irwin, CA.   Lewis was selected as one 

of 6 police chiefs from across Tennessee to get this opportunity, and there is no cost for the City of 

Covington. 

 CPD will be 4 officers short for a month while officers are in National Guard training.   

 

Updates: CPD responded to shots fired call on South College and Boals St. area.  Three subjects were arrested 

and police also recovered two pistols, a shotgun and various forms of ammunition. Also seized were marijuana 

and cocaine.  One suspect had a warrant from Missouri.   

 

CPD was able to be conservative this year in spending, and have been able to purchase some electronic tablets 

for patrol cars.  Others are budgeted for in next year’s budget.  This will allow officers to stay on streets more 

and be more visible.   

 

Chief’s report was approved and accepted by committee.   

 

Chairman McGowan asked Chief Lewis to discuss police facility.  

Lewis: 

 Highly important for CPD to have a home – difficult to operate out of several facilities.   

 Evidence is yet at another un-manned location 

 Need for new facility is high on the list, but this is not all that is needed.  If CFD is going to be serious 

about commitment to public safety in Covington Tennessee, there needs to be major commitment to 

public safety – building is a major start.   

 As it stands now, CPD has to go to another agency to make id tags and in some cases, make copies.  

CPD needs high-tech training facilities.  These kinds of things help us attract high quality officers.   

 We need training, equipment (such as the tablets for officers, and new vehicles).   

 Lewis stated that when school groups and others come to visit police, they don’t even have a place to 

meet with them.   

 

Chairman McGowan asked if there were other questions/comments.  There being none, motion passed to accept 

Lewis’ report.   

 

McGowan stated he wanted to hear from Lewis what police department wants/needs.  He went on to say that 

public safety really is the legitimate purpose of government and he feels we have to have a police force that is 

readily responsive to our people.  McGowan hopes that within next 4-5 years we can move forward to get where 

we want to be with police.  McGowan referenced police officers’ responses to survey Mayor asked them to 

complete, and many of those indicate officers want training, equipment, and updated technology first.   

 

Alderman Edwards asked Chief Lewis if he has any quotes for security for evidence building.  Lewis stated 

they are investigating that currently and hopes to have that finalized quickly.    

 

Alderwoman Bommer stated she feels everyone on the Board wants a new police facility and we (the Board) 

should have looked for land rather than tasking Lewis with that.  She said a lot of time has been spent on 

looking at properties that need work done on them, while there is land (like the property by Krystal) that is 

ready for construction.  She stated impound lot and gun range can STILL be put on ID Board property out on 

South College.  She reiterated that the Board needs to look for some place that is ready to be built on now and 

requires no additional work.   

    

McGowan said he agrees with Bommer in that we may need to look for viable locations for immediate action.  

However, he does not believe ID Board on South College is appropriate location.   

 



Bommer stated she feels we should accept ownership of the ID Board property and place a precinct there along 

with gun range and possibly impound lot, but the main police department needs to be where everybody can see 

it.  

 

McGowan thanked Mayor Hanson for surveying the police officers and sharing their responses with the Board.   

 

Alderman Sullivan stated the conversion process may seem to be a nightmare, but he still feels that grammar 

school property is a great location – easily accessible, easy to see – and we should proceed with conversion.  

However, he feels we simply cannot afford to put 4 million – much less 6 million – into anything at this time, 

and it is prudent to wait this out and plan appropriately.   

 

Chief Lewis said he wants to make sure people know the police department building is NOT 6.5 million dollars, 

and he doesn’t want people upset with him for this. 

 

Alderman Hadley said he has received several calls about the dollar amount on the project.  McGowan stated he 

has received several calls as well, and the fact is that the facility itself is NOT $6.5 million, but that is a top 

estimate for a total project that INCLUDES demolition of the old school – which must be done, a match for a 

sidewalk grant – which is important for City, relocation of tennis and basketball courts - which will provide 

expanded recreation for citizens, moving some old graves on the property – which needs to take place,  AND 

the new police facility.  McGowan went on to say this has been appropriately discussed multiple times in public 

meetings and reported in multiple news outlets.    There is no reason for anyone to think the police building 

costs $6.5 million dollars.    

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   

 

 

UPDATE:  At the regular meeting of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen on Tuesday evening, April 24, the  

Board did not approve to move forward with the loan proposal from Tennessee Municipal League for the 

proposed multifaceted project - that included the new police building - citing city’s debt load as primary reason.  

You can view the official minutes and the video of all Covington business meetings at Covington City Hall, on 

your local Comcast TV channel 19, or on our website.   

 

 

  

 

 

Join us for Coffee with the Mayor 
 

 

Please Join Us for coffee and conversations – 

7:30 – 9:00 

 
Tuesday May 01    Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday May 15  Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday May 29  Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday, June 12  Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday June 26   Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/covington-board-meeting-video.html


 

What a GREAT Day to be in Covington, Tennessee! 
Saturday was a day for families, friends, food, fun, and camaraderie at three big events around town   

 
 

Mayor Hanson welcomed roughly 1000 runners to the 

8th annual GLG race in Covington, along with “spirit 

runners” such as Congressman David Kustoff (R). 

Lucy (C), along with her granddad and cousin, 

helped to make sure everything was in place and 

ready for the race to being.   

  
The Go Lucy Go race began with the Ladybug Fun Run in which the little ones participated 

 
Whole families gathered to race for the Go Lucy Go 

Foundation – which helps families in the worst of 

times – when a child is sick.     

http://www.golucygo.org/
http://www.golucygo.org/


  
The 5K and 10K racers were off and running from the starting point on the square through the beautiful 

Historic District of Covington.  It was a picture-perfect day and there were big smiles on faces of all ages and 

from all places coming together in our fine city for one fine cause – GO LUCY GO!   

  

  
After the race, the fun continued with great food, good music, and perfect weather! 

 

 

http://www.golucygo.org/


  

  

 

 

Saturday was also opening day for 

the Farmers Market!  After the 

official ribbon-cutting, crowds were 

able to peruse a variety of organic 

vegetables, home-made breads and 

desserts, and beautiful live plants, 

among other things.   



  

Mayor Hanson joined Minister Shelia Bryant and the folks from Paradise Church for their 

spring carnival Saturday.   Covington Police and Fire Departments, along with the “crash test 

dummies”, Tipton County Sheriff’s Department, and many others were on hand to inform 

people about safety features, such as seatbelts and smoke alarms. There were family games, lots 

of food, great fun and information for everybody.   

  

  



 
 

 
CLICK ON THE CHAMBER LOGO ABOVE TO READ THEIR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 
Take a look at the upcoming 

programs and events from our 
friends at the  

Tipton County Extension Office. 

 
 

Click here for upcoming events 
and programs hosted by our  

UT Extension Office! 
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Tipton Arts Council and Covington Integrated Arts 

Academy Announce Summer Theater Camp 

 
Pick up applications at CIAA or call BARBARA McBRIDE at  

901-237-4006 

 
 



 
 
The Covington Civic Center is open! We are excited and ready to help you plan your big wedding event.   We are the 
venue of choice whether you have plans for a small, intimate wedding or a large wedding.  Our Tennessean room is 
located on the first floor of the Civic Center and can accommodate three hundred plus guests.  Our rental packages 
include tables, chairs, tablecloths, and tableware and we are flexible enough to accommodate most every bridal party.    
 
Every bride wants a private place at her wedding venue to get dressed on her big day and we have this at the Covington 
Civic Center.  Our bride’s dressing room is just steps away from the warming kitchen, where she and her wedding party 
can catch a last minute snack.  We also have an area for the groom away from the crowd on our second floor.  This area 
provides just the right, out-of-the-way space where he can enjoy time with his groomsmen to relax and share snacks 
before he takes that big step.   There is also a dressing area on the second floor.     
 
Our warming kitchen is just off the Tennessean and allows caterers to serve guests at any rental.  The kitchen has large 
prep counters and is equipped with commercial appliances.  
  
The Covington Civic Center has designated parking just west of our building.  Our main entrance on Washington Avenue 
has a handicapped entrance, including an elevator, to offer assistance for anyone needing it. This entrance allows ease 
of access to the first floor for florists, photographers, bands, and caterers as well.  For more information or to schedule a 
tour, call Karen Griffin, at 901.475.7139. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 May 1 – DEADLINE for non-profits to submit application for City support.   

 May 3 – National Day of Prayer – NOON on Courthouse lawn.   

 May 5 – CASA SuperHero 5-K Run/Walk – Centennial Park – register at racesonline.com 

 May 5 – MAY FEST – Tipton County Museum – 10:00 – 3:00  FREE!  click here for details 

 May 12 – FREE LEGAL CLINIC – Covington First Presbyterian Church – 11:00 – 1:00 

 May 12 – Lifeguard Recertification Clinic – Covington Aquatic Center – 10:00 am 

 May 12 – STORY-WALK at Museum – 10:00-12:00 

 May 15 – Kindergarten Registration for Tipton County Schools 

 May 19 – HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION click here 

 May 19 – Covington Car Show on the square 

 May 24 – Star Wars Trivia at Tipton County Library 

 May 31 – St. Luke Career Day – click here to learn more. 

 June 1-2 – COVINGTON BBQ FESTIVAL! 
 

 

City of Covington 901-476-9613 
Tipton County 901-476-0200 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
901-476-9727 
Covington Sportsplex 901-476-3734                                                                   
Drug Free Tipton 901-476-0200 

Tipton County Schools 901-476-7148 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 901-837-4600 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region  
901-476-0180 
Covington Aquatic Center 901-476-9178 
Tipton County Museum  901-476-0242 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
REPORT LITTER BUGS 

Citizen’s Litter Prevention Hotline 
1-877-8-LITTER (877-854-8837) 

 
 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 
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Dyersburg State Honors Faculty and Staff at Spring Conference 
 

Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) presented outstanding faculty and staff awards to five deserving 

employees at its annual spring conference March 29 at the Student Center on the Dyersburg campus. 

 

The Outstanding Faculty Award, sponsored by Bill and Mary Adcock, was presented to Dr. Brigham Scallion 

of Bells, assistant professor of biology. Dr. Scallion earned a Master of Science degree in Cellular and 

Molecular Biology from the University of Memphis and a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree from the 

University of Pikeville-Kentucky College School of Osteopathic Medicine. He has taught as a full-time 

instructor at DSCC since 2014. Dr. Scallion also serves as DSCC’s chapter advisor for Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 

Honor Society.  

 

The Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award, sponsored by Security Bank, was presented to Toya Howard of 

Dyersburg, adjunct instructor of orientation and early childhood education since 2016. She earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Paralegal Studies from the University of Memphis and a Master of Science degree in Family 

and Consumer Sciences from the University of Tennessee at Martin.  

 

The Ned Cherry Outstanding Maintenance Staff Member Award, sponsored by 

American Paper and Twine, was presented to Terry Lovell of Dyersburg, custodian. Lovell has worked at 

DSCC for the past four years and supports the College’s overall growth and development by providing excellent 

customer service to faculty, staff, students and visitors on campus.  

  

The Administrative Professional of the Year Award, sponsored by Simmons Bank, was presented to Phyllis 

Boone of Friendship, secretary II for the division of business, technology and allied health. Boone has been 

employed at DSCC for approximately eight years. During this time, she has assisted with various events such as 

the annual Spanish Feria and Women’s Conference. She also helps with fundraising activities and is active in 

the Administrative Professional Council where she has served as the Sunshine Friend Chairman for two 

consecutive terms. Boone has also served on the Lay Leadership Committee for Archer’s Chapel United 

Methodist Church for four consecutive years. 

 

The Outstanding Staff Award, sponsored by First South Financial Credit Union, was presented to Sherry Baker 

of Dyersburg, counselor and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator. Baker serves as a board 

member for the Tennessee Rehabilitation Center; a member of the Tennessee Board of Regents Disabilities 

Services; and as a Tennessee Promise mentor. She attends seminars on the Anti-Drug Coalition in our 

community and is involved in the Wo/Men’s Resource and Rape Assistance Program. She has served as chair of 

the DSCC Relay For Life Committee and continues to assist with the annual Relay For Life events.  

 

 

Each year, members of the DSCC faculty and staff 

are invited to submit nominations for the Outstanding 

Faculty and Staff Awards. The recipients are chosen 

by a committee of past winners that represent various 

college departments. Community members and 

representatives from local organizations serve as 

presenters and contribute funds to sponsor plaques 

and monetary awards given to recipients. 

 
Sharon Davidson (left), vice president at First South Credit 
Union, presented the Outstanding Staff Award to Sherry 

Baker (right) of Dyersburg 



 
Terry Lovell (right) of Dyersburg was presented the Ned Cherry 
Outstanding Maintenance Award by Edith Carlton, 
administrative assistant to the president (left) on behalf of 
American Paper and Twine. 

 
Joe Emery (left) of Simmons Bank presented the Outstanding 

Administrative Professional Award to Phyllis Boone (right)  
of Friendship, TN 

 
DSCC’s Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award was presented to 
Toya Howard (center) of Dyersburg, by Megan Brock (left) and 
David Hayes (right) of Security Bank. 

 
Dr. Karen Bowyer (left), president of DSCC, presented the 
Outstanding Faculty Award, sponsored by Bill and Mary 
Adcock, to Dr. Brigham Scallion (right) of Bells. 

 

Special recognition was given to upcoming retiree Roger McDiffett of Coalmont, emergency medical services 

director, for over four years of dedicated service to DSCC. 

 

 

 

Covington, TN National Day of Prayer 2018 
The Covington, TN National Day of Prayer Event will be held at the Tipton County Courthouse on Thursday, 

May 3rd, 2018, at 12 p.m. Alternative location in the event of rain will be the Chamber Center on the court 

square. 

 

 The theme for this year's event is Pray for America - UNITY, based upon Ephesians 4:3 which challenges us 

to mobilize unified public prayer for America, “Making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace. 

 
You can find out more info on the NDP and the Covington event on the NDP website at 

http://nationaldayofprayer.org or by contacting Zach Cook at 901-848-2672.  

 

 



Dyersburg State Offers May Semester Registration 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) is offering 18 courses during its upcoming 

May semester at the Dyersburg campus and the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County. 

May semester begins May 14 and ends May 30. Students have the opportunity to take 

classes required in the engineering systems technology program as well as popular courses 

such as database concepts, English composition, American history, pre-calculus college 

algebra, music appreciation, speech and sociology. Students are encouraged to register 

online at www.dscc.edu. For more information, contact a One Stop Center at 731-286-

3350 (Dyersburg) or 901-475-3100 (Covington).  

 

CHS  FFA Brings Home Honor and Recognition  

Congratulations to CHS FFA on their 3rd place overall finish in the 2017-

2018 West TN FFA Cup of Champions. Students are led by great instructors 

who have fostered their research and competition this entire school year.  

Instructors are Jerry Johnson, Bryan T. Cole and Elizabeth Flanagan. Also, 

those teachers refer to them as an outstanding super group of young people! 

WAY TO GO!  #teachag #hardworkanddetermination #woocrew 
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Tipton Rosemark Academy Kindergarteners visited Covington 

 
 

Mayor Hanson welcomed the students, teachers, 

and parents to Covington City Hall and allowed 

them to “experience” the Board Room.  The group 

also visited the fire and police departments to learn 

more about how these public safety services 

operate.   
 

 

 

Crestview Middle Recognizes Students of the Month 

 
Crestview Middle School acknowledged students who go “above and beyond” in the classrooms and as citizens at 

school.  For the month of March, eighth-grade leaders were Hailee Lee and Tyler Cullum, seventh grade leaders were 
Rebecca Roach and Johnathan Herbert, and sixth grade leaders were Megan McDivitt and Brady Whitehead.  

Pictured with these outstanding students is Principal Steve Maclin 

 



Dumpsters for Businesses are for Private Use Only 
The City of Covington provides dumpsters for businesses in various areas around town.  Examples are 

behind buildings on the square, behind the Post Office, in our parks, at the Riding Club, and behind the 

Covington Civic Center/Police Department.  These have been ordered and paid for by individuals or 

businesses for private use and not available for the public. For anyone else to dump in them is illegal.  

Covington Municipal Code 17-105 and Tennessee Code Annotated 39-14-502, 504, 505, 506, and 507 

specifically address litter and the unauthorized use of any refuse container.  Please be informed that 

these will be monitored and violators will be prosecuted. This could result in a maximum penalty of up 

to $4000 in fines and a Class E felony charge.   

   

  

  
If you need help with your garbage or refuse, or have large items to dispose of, 

please call us for assistance at 901-476-9613 ext 118 or 113  

or call 901-476-9531 ext 127 

https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-39/chapter-14/part-5/39-14-502
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-39/chapter-14/part-5/39-14-504
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-39/chapter-14/part-5/39-14-505
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-39/chapter-14/part-5/39-14-506
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WE THANK OUR PARTNERS AND ARE SEEKING MORE!  PLEASE HELP US PROVIDE THESE VALUABLE SUMMER CAMPS 
FOR OUR COMMUNITY’S YOUTH – WHICH INCLUDE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH!  WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE ARTS, DANCE, 
MUSEUM, AND MUSIC CAMPS.  CONTACT DIRECTOR JOE MACK FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SPONSORING CAMPS  

AT 901-476-3734. 
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Lifeguard 
Recertification 

 

Recertification 
Participants completed the American Red Cross Lifeguard Course May 2016. Participants will receive 

a Direct Link for the online course content. To register, contact the Aquatic Center at (901) 476-9178 

May 12, 2018   10:00 am 

Covington Aquatic Center, 750 Bert Johnston Ave, Covington, TN 38019 

www.covingtontn.com, lturnbull@covingtontn.com 

 
 



DSCC Summer Offerings Include Organic 

Chemistry and Anatomy & Physiology 

 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will offer a variety of high-demand summer 

classes including Anatomy and Physiology I and II, Astronomy, Biology I and II, and Organic 

Chemistry I and II. Students attending other colleges and universities returning home for the 

summer are encouraged to take advantage of these courses.  

 

DSCC will offer additional summer classes including Accounting, Advanced Integrated 

Industrial Technology (AIIT), Art Appreciation, Agriculture, A+ Hardware and Software, 

Business, Criminal Justice, Early Childhood Education, English Composition I and II, 

Information Systems, Mathematics, Networking, Pre-Calculus College Algebra, Psychology, 

Speech and World Literature I. For a full list of summer classes offered on-site and online, visit 

www.dscc.edu, click on ‘Future Students’ and select ‘Class Schedule.’ 

 

Advising and registration for all summer sessions is taking place now. Full-term summer 

session will begin June 4 and end Aug. 8. First-session summer classes will begin June 4 and 

end July 6. Second-session summer classes will begin July 9 and end Aug. 9.  

 

Students are encouraged to go online to make an appointment with an advisor before registering 

for summer classes by visiting www.dscc.edu and clicking on ‘Future Student’ and ‘Make an 

Appointment.’ An appointment can also be made by contacting a One Stop Center at the 

Dyersburg campus at 731-286-3350, the Gibson County Center at 731-855-1419 and the Jimmy 

Naifeh Center at Tipton County at 901-475-3100 
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event 

Saturday – May 19, 2018 

 

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Brighton High School 
 8045 Hwy 51 South, Brighton 

 
Household Hazardous Waste - is defined as 

corrosive, flammable, toxic, or reactive 

materials used in your home, car or truck, or 

garden and lawn that is unwanted/unusable. 

 

Now's your chance... It’s FREE! 
You can dispose of all those left over household chemicals, lawn and garden products 

and automotive materials that you've never known what to do with. 

 
NO Medical Waste, Infectious Waste, Radioactive Waste, Explosives, Ammunition, 

Electronics, Latex Paint, Motor Oil, Alkaline Batteries, or Any Empty Containers.  

 

Waste from NON-household sources such as Businesses, Schools, Farms, Churches, Etc. 

will be accepted BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Call 615-643-3170 to request a price quote 

and schedule an appointment. 
 

 
If you have questions or need additional information, please call 901-476-0254. 

 

Things to Bring:  

Household Cleaners 

Drain openers 

Oven Cleaners 

Wood Cleaners & Polishes 

Metal Cleaners & Polishes 

Toilet Bowl Cleaners 

Disinfectants 

 

Home Maintenance 

Chemicals 

Paint Thinner  
Wood Preservatives 

Paint Strippers & Removers, 

Adhesives 

Oil-based Paint 

 Miscellaneous 

Fingernail Polish Remover 

Pool Chemicals 

Photo Processing Chemicals 

Medicines & Drugs 

Reactive Materials 

Aerosols 

Compressed Gas 

Mercury Thermostats         

Mercury Thermometers   

Fluorescent Light Bulbs  

Needles/Sharps (in container) 

Lead 

 

 

 Lawn & Garden 

Chemicals 

Herbicides 

Pesticides  

Fungicides 

Fertilizers 

 

Automotive Products 

Fuel Additives 

Grease & Rust Solvents 

Air Conditioning Refrigerants 

Starter Fluids 

Body Putty  

Coolants 

Carburetor/ Fuel Injector Cleaners 

 

 

Sponsored by Tennessee 

Department of Environment 

and Conservation 

  



 



 



_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

            
111 West Washington Avenue 

 P.O. Box 523 

Covington, TN 38019 

901-476-0231 phone 

901-476-0249 fax 
 
 

Dear Future 4-H Sponsor,  

 

Youth in Tipton County continues to make the “Best Better” by being involved with 4-H.  4-H is the 

largest youth organization in the world providing youth the opportunity to “Learn by doing.”  Tipton 

County 4-H is offered to the young people within their school.  Tipton County 4-H is reaching over 1,000 

youth within the school system.  

   

4-H Youth in Tipton County have been hard at work this past school year.  Several has participated in 4-H 

activities and events across the county, region, state, and even nationally. Our county has sent youth to 4-

H conferences, participated in horse judging, forestry judging, outdoor meat cookery, consumer decision 

making, and shooting sports contests.    

 

We are asking you to become a sponsor of our Tipton County 4-H Youth Development program to help 

us invest in the youth of Tennessee who will be the future leaders of tomorrow.  We would like to ask you 

to become a 4-H Camp Sponsor to help send 4-Hers to camp this summer. Please consider helping a local 

youth experience summer camp. All donations are eligible for tax exemptions. Your donation will be 

greatly appreciated, as it will help ensure our youth have as many opportunities as possible to develop 

their unique skills and talents to their fullest potential.  

 

If you would like to sponsor a Tipton County 4-Her to attend summer camp you can write a check out to 

the Tennessee 4-H Foundation, and they will deposit the money into our Tipton County 4-H account.  

You can receive a tax letter from the 4-H Foundation if you need one. The sooner we receive your 

donation the sooner we can share the exciting news to a 4-Her.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to reach out to us at any time.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Brigitte Passman 

Extension Agent, 4-H Youth Development  

brigpass@utk.edu 

 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth development, family and consumer science, and resource development. 
 University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture and county governments cooperating. 

 UT Extension provides equal opportunities in program and employment. 

 
 

 



Quotable Quotes 
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2018 
Music on the Square 

Line-Up 

 

 
                 April 28 

                   Amber McCain 
 

             May 5 
               Sierra Rain 

 
            May 12 

               New Generation 
 

           May 19 
             Seth Walker 

 
        May 26 

          Me & Ce 
 

Music on the Square is a family, free, fun event that takes place on Covington’s beautiful 

downtown historic square Saturday evenings in late April and May.  Music begins at 7:00 pm 

and ends at 9:00 pm.   If it should rain, the music will take place inside the Covington Civic 

Center.  
 

BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS! 

 

 



DSCC to Offer ACE Review for Nursing Applicants 
 

Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC’s) Division of Nursing and the Division of 

Continuing Education have announced a nursing Acceleration Challenge Examination (ACE) 

review for students testing in May and June 2018. The review will take place Wednesday, 

April 11, 2018, from noon – 5 p.m. inside the Learning Resource Center, room 142, on the 

Dyersburg campus. The cost of the review is $50 per student. 

Applicants must make a grade of 75 or higher on the ACE exam and successfully complete 

English Composition I, General Psychology, and Anatomy and Physiology I before the 

application deadline in order to be eligible for the LPN to RN Fast Track Program. DSCC’s 

Testing Department will post ACE test dates in April.  

Students can access additional information regarding the LPN to RN Fast Track Program, ACE 

testing guidelines and directions to pay for the exam and review at  

http://www.dscc.edu/node /2936.  

The application for the May 2019 LPN to RN Fast Track Program will be posted after July 1, 

2018, with an application deadline of Dec. 31, 2018.  

 

Students who have attended any other colleges or universities other than DSCC will need to 

forward an official copy of their transcripts to DSCC and to the Division of Nursing. 

  

 

 

 

http://www.dscc.edu/content/ace-review-offered-nursing-applicants
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DSCC’s Next Paramedic-to RN Program to be Held at  

Dyersburg Campus Fall 2018 and in Covington in 2019 
 

Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will begin its Paramedic to RN fast 

track program at its Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County in spring 2019 with 

an application deadline of Sept. 1, 2018. 

For more information, contact Jackie Cherry at 731-286-3390 or email cherry@dscc.edu. 

  
 

 

DSCC to Implement Year-Round Pell Grant 

Beginning this Summer Semester 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) has announced that it will implement the year-round 

Pell Grant beginning this summer semester. Eligible students will receive a full Pell Grant for 

summer semester even if they received a full Pell Grant during the fall 2017 and spring 2018 

semesters. Students must be enrolled in at least 6 credit hours to take advantage of this opportunity. 

To apply for the Pell Grant for summer 2018, students must complete the 2017-2018 Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.gov. DSCC’s School Code is 06835. Students 

must also complete the 2018 Summer Financial Aid Request – PELL form. To complete this form, 

students must log in to the MyDSCC student portal, click on the “Student” tab, click on “2018 

Summer Financial Aid Request – PELL” under the “Student Quick Links” box, then follow the steps 

to complete the form. 

Students who do not meet the eligibility requirements for the Federal Pell Grant may request a student 

loan to help pay for summer courses. Students must be enrolled in at least 6 credit hours to be eligible 

for a student loan. To complete the Student Loan Request Form, students must log in to the MyDSCC 

student portal, click on the “Student” tab, click on the “2018 Loan Request Form – Summer” under the 

“Student Quick Links” box, then follow the steps to complete the form.  

Registration for summer classes begins March 19. DSCC encourages all students to take advantage of 

the year-round Pell Grant and other financial aid opportunities this summer to finish your degree 

faster. The Financial Aid Office will begin posting summer 2018 awards to students’ MyDSCC 

accounts in or around April 2018. Students must have all verification paperwork submitted to be 

considered for financial aid. 

For more information, contact the Financial Aid Office at 731-286-3350 or financialaid@dscc.edu. 

mailto:cherry@dscc.edu
http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/registered-nurse/salary
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/registered-nurse/salary


 
Covington Integrated Arts Academy 

760 Bert Johnston Avenue 

Covington, TN  38019 

901-840-9150 

 

tanderson@tipton-county.com    sbeasley@tipton-county.com 

bwright@tipton-county.com      lawilliams@tipton-county.com 
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The Library Corner 

 

Library Services 

Events Calendar 

 

 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/services/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/events/


Don’t Miss these FUN Events at the Tipton County Library! 

 



 
 



 
 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

Want to know background information about exhibits at the Tipton County 

Veteran’s Memorial Museum?  Check out their new section called “Beneath the 

Dirt” that explains all the back story!  https://beneaththedirtsite.wordpress.com 
 
 

Read the Museum Newsletter by Clicking Here 
 
 
 

 

 

Last Thursday, Girl Scouts 

from Troop 13804 toured the 

Tipton County Museum. They 

were able to see the Red Tails 

Exhibit and the Chalmers Parr 

Exhibit, before they are taken 

down next month. They also 

learned about the Artist Series 

for Kids program and the 

upcoming summer camps 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY
https://beneaththedirtsite.wordpress.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/spring2018_calendar.pdf
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Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

 
Presents 

 

Veteran of the Month 
April, 2018 

 

   Charles Lee Kennedy 
 

Born on April 23, 1960 in Houston, Texas, Charles Lee Kennedy enlisted in the United States Navy at AFEES 

in Richmond, Virginia, after graduating from Liberty High School in Bedford, Virginia.  He saw the world from 

his various duty stations:  USS MIDWAY (CV-41), USS CARL VINSON (CVN-70), USS NIMITZ (CVN-68), 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN-72), and the USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65).  He worked in one of the 

world’s most dangerous jobs - the flight deck of aircraft carriers – where he served as both Fly Deck and Crash 

and Salvage Leading Petty Officer.  Looking for a change, he jumped on an opportunity to change ratings to a 

less dangerous job - Master at Arms.  Charles fought in Operation Desert Storm (also known as The First Gulf 

War) , Operation Praying Mantis (the retaliation for Iranian mine-laying operations that resulted in damage to 

and death aboard USS SAMUEL B. ROBERTS (FFG-58), and Operation Earnest Will (the escort and 

protection of tankers in the Persian Gulf).  For his exemplary service he was awarded the Navy Achievement 

Medal (2), Navy Unit Commendation (2), Meritorious Unit Commendation (2), Battle “E” (4), Good Conduct 

Medal (5), National Defense Service Medal (2), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (3), Southwest Asia 

Service Medal with Bronze Star, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon (9), Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait), 

Overseas Service Ribbon, Navy Expert Rifle Marksmanship Medal, Navy Expert Pistol Marksmanship Medal, 

and the Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist Breast Insignia.  Charles loved the time he spent in the Navy and 

comes from a patriotic heritage – his father served four years in the Marine Corps. 

 

After retiring from the Navy in August of 2003, he spent twelve years at the Memphis Airport as a dispatcher 

for their in-house police force.  In 2008 he opened his own business in Burlison, CK’s Home and Office 

Maintenance, which has earned numerous high ratings from Home Advisor and the Better Business Bureau. 

 

 

 

Charles and his wife Donna live in 

Burlison and are members of Beaver 

Baptist Church.  Charles’ stepson and 

two grandchildren live in Germantown.  

He leads a men’s outreach basketball 

ministry on Monday nights.  He was 

nominated for Veteran of the Month by 

his niece Angie Childers. 



 

 
The Tipton County Veteran’s Council along with the 

Tipton County Museum, Veterans’ Memorial, and 

Nature Trail hosted a reception honoring April 

Veteran of the Month Charles Lee Kennedy.  The 

conference room was full of fellow veterans, family, 

friends, and girl scouts, who provided refreshments.   
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