
City of Covington Newsletter  
Highlights from the week of 

January 6 - 12 * 

 

Thoughts and perceptions 

from Mayor Justin Hanson 

 
Hello Friends and Neighbors, 

January is a month of reflection, new beginnings, and a time to look forward and prepare – to get better, 

stronger, and be proactive.  However, in doing all those great things, we still have to maintain the business at 

hand and deal with daily situations.  For example, the extreme cold weather led to several water main breaks all 

over town, and our crews had to brave the elements to get those repaired quickly.  Public Works Director David 

Gray is not only responding and repairing, but also researching to see how we can replace all those old cast iron 

pipes so prone to breakages. We have salt and equipment ready to go in case of inclement weather.  We are 

preparing the ball fields for summer and scheduling summer camps at the Sportsplex and museum.  We are 

booking our new civic center for weddings and many other events throughout the year.  Several projects that 

were “up in the air” are being woven together on a daily basis as we take the necessary and required steps.  We 

are being proactive. 

 Perhaps one of the most important proactive things we do is develop the next year’s budget.  I have 

asked department heads to prepare their requests and be ready to submit and discuss these with me by March 

5th.  I plan to meet and tweak with department heads throughout March and have a preliminary budget to submit 

to the Finance and Administration Committee by April 17.  Dates I have set for budget hearings are May 15, 22, 

29 and June 05 with the first reading of the 2018-19 budget scheduled for June 12. I intend to begin the City of 

Covington’s new fiscal year on July 1 with a budget that is ready for State approval.   

 I believe planning and preparing – or being proactive – is one of those “best practices” and I encourage 

our department heads and managers to think and act this way, as well.  Another example of this is our current 

strategic planning initiative.  Many of you have taken our survey and met with us at DSCC in Covington to 

identify top concerns and areas for improvement throughout the city.  This is a grand effort to hear from our 

people and to focus our attention on the areas citizens say are most important to them. This will give us a 

framework we can use to develop priorities for moving forward.  As you may know, public safety came out on 

the top of these lists, so we are making strong efforts to grow and improve here.  Public safety’s major focus is 

on police, but really spans all of our departments, as we want the public to be safe in all areas of our city.    

 So how are we doing this? Obviously, we are working diligently to build our police department a new 

facility that will accommodate their needs and meet standards now and for many years in the future.  We have 

22 Advanced EMT’s and 2 paramedics already in our fire department, with 4 currently in school seeking 

certification by August, 2018. Training is a major focus for our civic center and the new police facility, as 

ongoing training is vital to providing the best protection.  We are listening to our citizens, being responsible and 

smart with our budget dispersion, and seeking outside consultation, thinking ahead, and asking questions all 

along the way.  We need your support, as well.  Talk to us - report suspicious activity to police immediately 

(901-475-1261), and call customer service (901-476-9613 ext 118) or (901-233-4925) when service needs arise. 

Call your city council representatives and come to our meetings. Ask questions.  Become informed and support 

us as we work together to make Covington the #1 town of choice for businesses and families in Tennessee!  

Come see me and we can talk more about it!   

            

Justin 
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Public Works Committee Votes to Raise Gas Rates 

The Public Works Committee held a make-up meeting at Covington City Hall on January 9, 2018, at 11:00 am. 

 

Present were Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, Public Works Director David Gray, Utilities Manager 

Calvin Johnson, Alderman Drew Glass, Mayor Justin Hanson, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Codes 

Enforcement Officer Lessie Fisher, Streets & Sanitation Manager James Dowell, and Assistant to the Mayor 

Sara Gangaware. Also present were Alderman Jere Hadley, David Gwinn, and Margaret Fleming. 

 

Chairman McGowan called the meeting to order at 11:00 stating that this is a rescheduled committee meeting 

with a quorum present.  McGowan shared a compliment he had received from a citizen who noticed the 

diligence of our crews as they dealt with water leaks during extreme coldtemperatures, then called on Director 

David Gray to make his report.  

 

Public Works Director David Gray: 

 Eric McGee’s truck was rear-ended on Highway 51.  Driver was cited and Gray is in negotiations with 

other driver’s insurance company.  Two estimates have been received, with the lowest estimate coming 

in at $6500.  This truck could be totaled out, as it is a 2010 model with 98,000 miles on it.  Gray is 

waiting on adjuster to determine payment.  Committee decided truck is worth repairing and getting back 

on the streets and asked Dunn to reach out to insurance company to get this expedited asap.   

 

 Gas rates – Gray distributed Steve Wyatt’s (MTAS consultant) report with recommendations after his 

internal study of our gas rates.  Gray stated he has been monitoring the revenues and expenditures and 

stated that at the end of December, gas numbers were negative $290,250.  Gray discussed purchasing 

procedures and storage costs, which aren’t recuperated until the next year’s budget cycle.  Gray has 

researched and plans to store gas differently this year.  He referred to chart (in his handout) showing 

how increases would affect revenues.  Gray reiterated the increase in 2000 was last time the City 

increased customer rates, although we have experienced increases in operating costs.  Wyatt’s 

suggestion is to spread the rate increases across the board, including commercial, industrial, and 

residential.  Gray’s recommendation, based on Wyatt’s report and the budget deficit, is to raise the rates 

10% across the board.  Chairman McGowan motioned to raise gas rates 10% across the board as 

recommended by Director Gray, and to include a cost of living adjustment to begin in the new fiscal 

year (18-19), which will require an ordinance.  Alderman Glass seconded.  After some discussion, a vote 

was taken and the motion passed unanimously.   

 McGowan asked Gray about the recent water main breaks due to extreme cold weather, and Gray stated 

these have occurred in cast iron pipes.  He has begun research on replacing all of the cast iron in the City 

of Covington. 

 Glass asked Gray about striping on newly paved streets and Gray stated this will take place as soon as 

temperatures rise.   

 Mayor Hanson motioned to accept Director Gray’s report and Glass seconded – motion passed.   

 

Codes Enforcement Officer Lessie Fisher: 

 Fisher began by asking the committee what kinds of information they want each month and she’ll 

provide that via spreadsheets in her monthly reports.   

 Glass asked for constant updates on blight grant dispersal and how the blight eradication project is 

proceeding.  Several properties have been tagged and the next step is a certified letter from Mayor 

Hanson.  Fisher reported that she has had no negative responses from these letters, but she has worked 

with several owners who wish to rehabilitate their properties.  Fisher reported there are still several steps 



to take place before any actual eradication begins.  She anticipates this in the spring of this year.  

Chairman Glass reiterated that in the new ordinance, residents can initiate action in their neighborhoods 

by petitioning the city.  Fisher stated there has been none of that to this point.   

 McGowan asked for continued reports on all aspects, including graphs or other means by which to track 

data over time.   

 Fisher reported there are new efforts to finish Wooten Street and to connect with Wortham Street.  Gray 

stated he expects asphalt for this to be less than $10,000.   

 Hanson motioned to accept Fisher’s report, and Glass seconded.  Motion passed and meeting was 

adjourned.   

 

 

Jr. Grizzlies Basketball kicking off at Sportsplex  

Next weekend with 200 youth on 21 Teams 
The General Welfare and Public Relations Committee held their regular meeting at Covington City Hall on 

January 9, at 1:00 

 

Present were Chairman Alderman Drew Glass, Parks and Recreation Director Joe Mack, Airport Director Robin 

Anderson, Museum Director Barrie Foster, Alderman Jere Hadley, Alderman CH Sullivan, Mayor Justin 

Hanson, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Assistant to Mayor Sara Gangaware, Echo Day, Rebecca Ray. 

 

Chairman Glass called meeting to order at 1:00 with a quorum present and called on Director Robin Anderson 

to proceed with his report. 

 

Airport Director Robin Anderson: 

 2166 gallons of fuel sales for December.  Year-end total fuel sales 36,521. Compared to last year, this is 

about 2000 gallon decrease.  Monthly average of 3044 – Anderson stated pretty good year in moving 

fuel at our airport last year.   

 LED Lighting Project – Anderson projects getting the grant executed this month 

 Barge, Waggoner Sumner and Canon is now Barge Design Solutions – airport consultants.  

 Chairman Glass asked how new pavement is holding up at airport, and Anderson stated it is doing great.   

 Mayor Hanson asked what is done at our airport if icing takes place.  Anderson stated if icing gets bad, 

and he cannot get runways cleared, they will close the runways.   

 Mayor Hanson motioned to accept Director Anderson’s report and Alderman Hadley seconded – motion 

passed. 

 

Parks and Rec Director Joseph Mack: 

 Mack informed the committee about sportsplex renovations, which include new tile in showers, added 

some tile flooring, painting in men’s and women’s locker rooms, and have added mirrors and will 

replace countertops.  New cardio equipment is in and people are very pleased with these machines.  

Glass asked if lockers were included in the renovation, and Mack stated the old lockers are anchored in 

the concrete walls and would require major demolition. He anticipates dealing with this next year.  

 Glass also asked about landscaping in front – which has been cleaned out and created much better 

visibility.  Mayor Hanson also stated new lighting has improved here, as well.  Alderman Sullivan stated 

our landscape crews have also cleaned out beside and behind the pool and it looks so much better 

 Spring Soccer (ages 4-13) – registration is open and games are scheduled to begin first week in April.  

$45 per player until March 1st – then $55.   



 Summer camps are taking shape and there are several camps that have been confirmed, including 

baseball, futsal, softball, soccer, flag football, basketball, volleyball, dance, art and band.   

 Tipton County Sports Hall of Fame – rescheduled meeting for January 11 at 6:00 at Covington City 

Hall.  Submissions have been accepted and the committee will vote on Jan 11. 

 Thermal blanket has gone into production for our pool and we anticipate it being installed by end of 

month.  Three new heaters are keeping inside warmer and helping us to keep water warm, as well.  

Memphis Pool will provide training for using the blanket.   

 Vandals sliced into pool dome material and tried to break in.  Cut has been repaired and motion lights 

and a camera have been installed.   

 Research indicates that for facilities similar to ours close when the temperature goes below 40 F for over 

a 24 hour period.  Mack and Aquatic Center Director Liz Turnbull are monitoring water temperatures in 

relation to outside temperatures and the amount of energy needed to heat the water.  They will determine 

if and when pool needs to be closed due to cold temps.   

 Basketball season kicks off this Saturday with 21 teams.  (CHANGED TO JANUARY 20) 

 Sponsorships are available for soccer teams and summer camps. 

Chairman Glass motioned to accept Director Mack’s report and Alderman Hadley seconded – motion passed. 

 

 

Museum Director Barrie Foster: 

 January Veteran of the Month ceremony tonight 

 New exhibit Feb 1st – Tuskegee Red Tails:  Wings for this Man – grand opening ceremony at 5:30 on 

Feb 1st.  

 Garden series every Saturday in February – new presenter this year is Jim Crowder, former manager at 

Dan West Garden Center, who is scheduled for February 10.   

 Barbara McBride teaching intro to acrylics on Friday mornings beginning January 19 

 2018 Artist Series for Kids kicks off February 10 with Edouard Manet 

 Tipton County Pulse filmed Jan 12 with Luke Weathers III 

 Museum is celebrating 20 year anniversary this year = special anniversary celebration will be Friday, 

November 9 at 5:30. 

 Foster still selling commemorative bricks for museum expansion 

 A Day of Art – Berthe Morisot – March 3, 10:00 – 4:00 

 

Rebecca Ray asked if she and her husband could continue to operate concession stands for baseball and softball.  

They hire 10 – 12 kids to run concession stands to help those kids earn money for summer camps, etc.  She 

would like to continue to do this as they do run concession stands effectively and do not make a lot of money 

doing this – but want to help the teams and the children in the community who can and want to work.  Mr. 

Mack stated the City of Covington is not getting into the concession business at this time and encouraged Mrs. 

Ray to get in touch with the baseball and softball parent leadership committees and to attend a baseball meeting 

tonight at the Sportplex.   

 

Mrs Ray also asked if volunteers were needed for basketball, and Director Mack stated they are always needed 

and welcome.   

 

Chairman Glass motioned to accept Director Foster’s report and Mayor Hanson seconded – Motion passed. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 



DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 
“keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city” 

HUMAN RESOURCES & SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 Daddy-Daughter Dance is scheduled for February 24 at the Covington Civic Center.   

Call 901-475-7139 for information. 

 Career Opportunities: 
 

Lifeguard 
Police_Dept 
Ground_Maintenance_Worker_Full_Time 
Ground_Maintenance_Worker_Part_Time 

 

PUBLIC WORKS AND STREETS: 

 Please call 901-476-9613 ext 113 or 118 if you see water running and suspect a 

leak.  After hours call 901-476-7163.   

  

 

Public Works crews braved the frigid 

temps to repair a gas leak (top) on North 

main Street just off the square last week. 

The picture left shows them in several 

inches of water as they repaired one of 

the 5 cast iron water pipe breakages we 

experienced during the extreme cold.  

Director David Gray is researching ways in 

which we can replace those old cast iron 

pipes to avoid these kinds of problems in 

the future.  Our crews are trained and on 

call 24/7 to handle emergencies such as 

those pictured here.  Please report 

anything that may be a leak or other 

problem.   

http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/lifeguard.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/police_dept.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/ground_maintenance_worker_full_time.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/ground_maintenance_worker_part_time.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/public-works.html


PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 Jr. Grizzlies basketball that WAS SCHEDULED to begin THIS WEEKEND will be 

postponed until January 20 due to possible inclement weather.   

 Register youth for summer softball AND baseball at the Sportsplex during Jr. 

Grizzlies basketball games on Saturdays beginning January 20.    

 Spring Soccer and Flag Football registration is now open – click here for more 

information  

 Summer Camps will be held again this year, and they are being scheduled.  If you 

have ideas or wish to sponsor one, please call Director Mack at 901-476-3734 

 

COVINGTON AQUATIC CENTER: 

 All classes will be held at the Aquatic Center unless the temperature becomes too 

cold.  Please check the FB page regularly or call 901-476-9178 for updates. 

 

COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

 Space heaters account for 4 out of 5 home heating fire deaths.  Click here to learn 

how to use them safely.  

 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 Please report suspicious activity to police immediately – let us decipher the 

situation.  Call 901-475-1261 or 901-476-9036. Call 911 in emergencies.   

 Dacavius “Tank” Fayne was apprehended 01/08/18, without incident. Fayne is a 

suspect involved in a recent shooting in Covington. Fayne faces multiple charges. 

 Jodeci Young was apprehended 01/09/18 without incident.  Young is a suspect 

involved in a Christmas day shooting and faces multiple charges.  Both men are 

being held without bond.   

 

MUSEUM:  

 January Veteran of the Month Charles Joseph Raggo was honored with a reception 

at the museum Tuesday night by the Tipton County Veterans Council, his family, 

and friends.  Click here to read more.   

 Introduction to acrylics art classes with Barbara McBride will begin at museum 

Jnauary 19 at 10:30.  Click here to learn more.   

 2018 Artist Series for Kids has been announced – click here to see the lineup! 

 February Garden Series has been rescheduled for 2018!  Click here to learn more.  

 

ALL CITY OF COVINGTON OFFICES, SPORTSPLEX, 

AND POOL WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY  

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/covington-youth-sports.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonaquatics/
http://www.covingtontn.com/fire.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UXLRvu61Gc
http://www.covingtontn.com/police.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHjNnNs87YAhUS2FMKHcK1C_YQjRwIBw&url=http://www.monroesportscenter.com/holidaytennisclinics/mlk-tennis-camps-clinics/&psig=AOvVaw1rTowsYMhMqF9F7Au_D4pE&ust=1515708149848161


Annual Sea of Blue held January 5 to Honor 

State Trooper Calvin Jenks 
On January 6th eleven years ago, Tennessee Highway Patrolman Calvin Jenks was killed in the line of 

duty on Highway 14 in Tipton County.  Ever since then, local police have gathered to remember him and 

focus on the work of all those who serve and protect.  This year’s event was no expection with people 

coming from near and far to participate.  The caravan began at the Tipton County Justice center and 

proceeded to Jenks’ memorial site on Highway 14 in Tipton County.   

 
District Attorney Mark Dividson, Mayor Justin 

Hanson, US Attorney for Western Tennessee Mike 

Dunavant (above), along with Tipton County 

 
Deputy Chief Shannon Beasley, Covington Police Chief 

Buddy Lewis, and State Representative Debra Moody, 

and officers from all over the mid south joined in this 

year’s Sea of Blue.   

 
Covington Fire Department displayed a giant American Flag as the processon passed. 

  



 

Join us for Coffee with the Mayor 

 

 

Please Join Us for coffee and conversations – 

7:30 – 9:00 

 

             Tuesday, January 23 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main 
Tuesday, February 6 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main  
Tuesday, February 20 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main  
Tuesday, March 6 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main 
Tuesday, March 20 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main 
 
Tuesday, April 3  Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday, April 17 Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday May 1 Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday May 15 Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

  

 

 

 

NO PAYMENT  

NO INSURANCE 

 

Just get yourself vaccinated! 

 

Call Tipton County Health 

Department at 901-476-0235 

  

 

 

FedEx in Memphis is hiring part time 

workers.  They will hold a job fair at the 

World Hub at 2874 Business Park Drive, 

Building D, in Memphis this Saturday, 

January 13, from 8:00 – 3:00 

Applicants must be at least 18 and 

provide 2 forms of ID.   

Call 901-434-8100 for more information 
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City of Covington business offices, 

Sportplex, and Aquatic Center will be 

closed Monday, January 15, in 

observance of  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.   
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DSCC Announces Fall 2017 Dean’s List and Honor Roll 
 

Dr. Tamara Daniel, Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) vice president for the College, recognizes 

students for their scholastic achievements each semester. To be included on the Dean’s List, a student must 

complete at least 12 semester hours of college level courses during the semester and earn a grade-point average 

(GPA) of 3.5 or higher for the semester. Those making the Dean’s List for fall 2017 from TIPTON COUNTY 

are: 

 

 Atoka - Madison Brown, Mary Brown, Noah Cina, Erin Clark, Jesica Crowder, Emily Gray, Briana 

Jensen, Austin Kiernan, Erika Lambert, Melissa Lynch, Steven 

Maglothin, Mary Mallery, Alexia Mars, Tanner McCoy, Emily Melton, Cortnee Montroy, Dakota 

Perrigo, Dustin Pindell, Essex Ramsey, Jordan Tims, Brianna Turner and Karen Willis   

 Brighton - Erin Billings, Jessica Billingsley, Robert Bouchie, Tiffany Bryan, Kayla Bryant, Naresha 

Campbell, Dawson Carver, Darion Field, Madison Fulcher, Alex Johnson, Emily Kaesberg, Taylor 

Lane, Taylor Marbry, Mayleigh McDivitt, Jason McDonald, Andrew Webb, Melina White Sherron and 

Abby Woods   

 Burlison - Felecia Barnett and Benjamin Wallace   

 Covington - Adam Austill, Michelle Barnes, Lexis Bradfield, Tykendria Burnett, Faith Conley, Cody 

Faulk, Ashli Ford, Jessica Gershon, Kelsey Holt, Kenzie Hubbard, Caroline Price, Natassja Rudd, Mary 

Grace Simonton, Blanton Smith, Lauren Smith, Brooklyn Terry and Hannah Turner   

 Drummonds - Abigail Garrett, Tabitha Landrum, Tayler Pannell, Chase Reinberg and Peyton 

Tomaszewski  

 Munford - Brady Allen, Kyle Barnes, Bailey Baugues, Kelly Carlton, Katlyn Curry, Samantha Khattar, 

Abigail Lodholm, Gabriel McDermott, Mitchell Phelps, Makenzie Pugh, Shania Walker, Heather 

Walters and Kimery Wilson   

 

Also honored for their achievement are those on the Dyersburg State Honor Roll. To be included on the Honor 

Roll, a student must complete a minimum of 12 semester hours of college level courses during the semester and 

earn a grade-point average (GPA) between 3.0 – 3.49 during the semester. Students named to the Honor Roll 

for the fall 2017 semester from TIPTON COUNTY are: 

 

 Atoka - Damon Boddie, McKenzie Dunn, Andi Heustis, Javan Mashburn, Christopher Miller, Dylan 

Niepoetter, Kaitlyn Ragghianti, Evan Reece, Gabrielle Richardson, Jessica Salter, Alexandrea Sutphin, 

Nicholas Ward, William Wicker and Mary Woodard 

 Brighton - Jeri Berryhill, Tannah-Bene Countess, Rebecca Davis, Zackary Downs, Brianna Goodwin, 

Constance Howell, Jason Knight, Amanda Macdonnchadh, Matthew Payne, Jodi Porter, Olivia Reames, 

Dora Scott, James Taylor, Rebekah Timbs and Kristen Walker 

 Burlison - Matthew Baltimore, Kristin Burgess, Breanna Grassie, Michelle Harris and Roxie Hopkins 

 Covington - Alyssa Abrams, Auburn Davidson, Kristin Gardiner, Matthew Gardiner, Lee Hadley, Torie 

Martin, Andrew Owen, Kaitlynn Poole, Carly Price, Brianna Reed, Lamaris Simon, LaShonda Smith 

and Nakyla Wilks 

 Drummonds - Nathan Smith 

 Mason - Anthony Blackwell 

 Munford - John Bowman, Zenia Brown, Alexia Clark, Sally Downing, Kathryn Etheridge, David 

Hampton, Jessica Lindsey, Tamira Montgomery, Dustin Motes, John Sykes, Yolanda Ulanday and 

Glenda Williams 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 January 16 – Tasty Tuesday – Mid South BBQ at Duke’s Café at DSCC Covington – noon 

 January 19 – MLK luncheon at DSCC – Dyersburg – call 731-286-3300 for info 

 January 19 and 26 – Intro to Acrylics by Barbara McBride – scroll down for more info……… 

 January 22 – Interactive Workshop for Small Businesses – Instagram – 11:00 – 1:00 – DSCC call 

the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce for more info at 901-476-9727 

 January 23 - Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 January 25 – TRIVIA NIGHT at Library – 6:30 scroll down for details…. 

 January 27 – Family Story Time – 11:00 – Library scroll down for more information…… 

 February 01 – Tuskegee Red Tails exhibit opens at Museum – Reception at 5:30 

 February 03 – February Garden Series begins at Museum scroll down for more info……… 

 February 06 - Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 10 – Artist Series for Kids begins at Museum - scroll down for more info……… 

 February 10 – Chocolate Tour on the Square in Covington – 10:00 – 4:00  

 February 20 - Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 20 & 27 – Foundations of Drawing – 6:00 – 8:00 pm scroll down for more……. 

 February 24 – Daddy-Daughter Dance – Covington Civic Center – 901-475-7139 
 

 

City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 
 

   
 

 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTz7LrjtLWAhVCyGMKHVrRBe8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.bardsdaleumc.org/mark-calendar/mark-your-calendars-march-2017/&psig=AOvVaw29nSSGJslzHOsmAFHcCLQp&ust=1507039779978890


 
 

 

FEBRUARY 24, 2018 

 
100 West Washington Street 

 

Call 901-475-7139 for more 

information 
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Mayhue-Greer Scheduled to Speak at 

DSCC’s MLK Luncheon 

 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) and the Dyersburg/Dyer County Chamber of Commerce have 

announced that Estella Mayhue-Greer, president and chief executive officer (CEO) of Mid-South Food 

Bank, will be the guest speaker during the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Luncheon at noon, 

Jan. 19, inside the E.H. Lannom, Jr. Gymnasium on the Dyersburg campus. 

 

Tickets for the luncheon are $10 each and must be purchased in advance by Jan. 10 at the Dyersburg/Dyer 

County Chamber of Commerce or at the DSCC Business Office located in the Eller Administration Building. 

 

Estella Mayhue-Greer became president and chief executive officer (CEO) of the Mid-South Food Bank Jan. 1, 

2011. She began her employment there in 1996 as an agency relations director. She was promoted to director of 

programs in 2002 and became senior vice president and chief operating officer (COO) in 2004. Mayhue-Greer 

started the Kids Cafe and Food for Kids Backpack programs to address childhood hunger. She also began the 

Mobile Pantry program to increase distribution of food to rural counties and increased both the quality and the 

quantity of food distributed to partner agencies to fight hunger in the Mid-South Food Bank’s 31-county service 

area.  

 

Before joining the Mid-South Food Bank, Mayhue-Greer was a lecturer at Christian Brothers University while 

maintaining her own public relations and marketing firm. Prior to this, she was employed as an adjunct 

instructor at the University of Memphis, a partner in JEL Communications, and worked in marketing and public 

relations with the City of Memphis, Methodist Health Systems and Regional Medical Center.  

 

Mayhue-Greer is a graduate of Leadership Tennessee Class IV and Leadership Memphis. She is active in 

Kiwanis Club of Memphis; Justice, Unity, Generosity, Service International, Memphis Chapter; and The Links, 

Memphis Chapter. She currently serves on the Trezevant Manor Board of Directors and the University of 

Tennessee Health Science Center Community Advisory Board. 

 

Mayhue-Greer was recognized for her many accomplishments in 2015 with the Memphis City Council 

Humanitarian Award. She was named one of Memphis Business Journal’s ‘Super Women in Business’ in 2015; 

a ‘Woman of Courage’ by Dress for Success in 2013; a ‘Corporate Woman of Excellence’ by Grace Magazine 

in 2013; and ‘50 Women Who Make a Difference’ in 2007. She was also featured in Memphis Magazine’s 

‘Who’s Who in Memphis’ and as a ‘Power Player’ in Memphis Business Quarterly. 

 
 

For more information regarding the event, contact Edith Carlton at 731-286-3300 or carlton@dscc.edu. 
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Covington Applying for Tennessee Main Street Grant 
It became an official campaign Tuesday night at the Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting when the Board 

passed a resolution supporting Covington’s application for Tennessee Main Street. The Main Street movement 

has been transforming the way communities think about the revitalization and management of their downtowns 

and neighborhood commercial districts for decades. Specifically, Main Street is three things: a proven strategy 

for revitalization, a powerful network of linked communities, and a national support program that leads the 

field. The National Main Street Center is a subsidiary or the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The Main 

Street Four-Point Approach is a unique multi-faceted economic development tool that enables communities to 

revitalize their downtowns by leveraging local assets - from historic, cultural, and architectural resources to 

local enterprises and community pride. Covington-Tipton County Chamber Director Maleia Evans will submit application 

in March for this prestigious honor.   

 

 
L-R Alderman Mac McGowan, Alderman C.H. 

Sullivan, Chamber Director Maleia Evans, 

Mayor Justin Hanson, Alderman Jere Hadley, 

Alderman John Edwards, and Alderman Drew 

Glass signed the resolution for the City of 

Covington to apply for Tennessee Main Street 

Program.  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer was 

out sick.    

 

 

Mayor Justin Hanson, and Police Chief 

Buddy Lewis visited with US Attorney 

for Western Tennessee Mike Dunavant 

in his offices in Memphis this week.  

Hanson and Lewis discussed sending 

criminal cases from Covington to the 

Federal level for longer sentencing. We 

appreciate Attorney Dunavant’s 

commitment to collaborate with us as 

we work to keep Covington residents 

safe! 

 
 

https://www.tn.gov/ecd/rural-development/tennessee-main-street/tennessee-main-street.html


 
 

 

 

Museum Director Barrie Foster 

met with Luke Weathers III 

concerning the new exhibit 

coming up in February about the 

Tuskegee Red Tails.  Look for 

this interview in the new edition 

of TIPTON PULSE.   Mr. 

Weathers’ father is one of the 

Red Tails and he has offered 

several artifacts for the exhibit.   

 



 



The Library Corner: 

 

Library Services 

Events Calendar 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/services/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/events/


What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY


 
 

 
 

 

Want to know background information about exhibits at the Tipton County 

Veteran’s Memorial Museum?  Check out their new section called “Beneath the 

Dirt” that explains all the back story!  https://beneaththedirtsite.wordpress.com/ 
 

https://beneaththedirtsite.wordpress.com/


 



 
 

 

 

ART CLASSES by 

BARBARA McBRIDE 

FOR KIDS OF ALL 

AGES! 

 

Call 901-237-4006 for 

information 

 

 
 
 



 



 
 

The Tipton County Veterans 
Council and the Tipton 

County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature 

Center 
Veteran of the Month for January, 

2018 
 

Charles Joseph Raggo 
  

           

          Born on September 19, 1933 in Arcadia, Missouri, Charles Joseph Raggo enlisted in the United States 
Navy in 1951 at age 17 shortly after completing high school.  During the Korean War he served as a Third Class 
Machine Repairman with Boat Unit One based at Camp McGill, Japan.  He was honorably discharged in June 
1954 and used his G.I. bill to attend trade school to study diesel and engine mechanics.  As a private citizen he 
enjoyed his job at a machine shop in Phoenix, Arizona; but he didn’t remain a private citizen for long.  He 
moved back to Missouri in 1957 and reenlisted in the Navy.  For the next three years he served as a machine 
repairman aboard the USS BETELGEUSE (AK-260) then the USS CADMUS (AR-14).  In 1963 he was transferred 
to Machine Repairman B School in San Diego, California.  After completing school he spent several years 
aboard the USS VULCAN (AR-5) and the USS ALTAIR (AKS-32).   During that time he was assigned two separate 
three month temporary tours of duty in Ethiopia as an advisor to Emperor Haile Selassie’s grandson Prince 
Alexander Desta.   
          In February of 1968 he was transferred to Vietnam where he spent a year as a maintenance officer for 
the River Division.  In 1969 he was transferred to Service School Command in Great Lakes, Illinois, as head of 
Engineman School, before heading off to Naples, Italy in 1971 for three years.  In July of 1974 he accepted his 
final set of orders to Naval Air Station Millington as a Discipline Officer.   
         Chuck’s numerous medals and ribbons include the Bronze Star Medal with Combat V, Navy Achievement 
Medal, Navy Good Conduct Medal with three Bronze Stars, National Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, 
Korean Service Medal with two Bronze Stars, United Nations Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with three Bronze Stars, Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Combat Action 
Ribbon, Republic of Korea War Service Medal, Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, and 
Vietnam Campaign Medal with 1960 Device. 
          After his retirement from the Navy in 1976, he returned to Missouri and worked in the mines for two 
years before enjoying a prosperous career with General Electric.  In 1983 he accepted a job teaching 
vocational education at the VoTech School.  He and his wife Mary celebrated 50 years of marriage in October 
of 2005, but sadly she passed away from cancer in May 2006.  In 2008 he moved to Brighton and married 
Faye, who had lost her husband.  Chuck is a member of the Tipton County Veterans Council and has been a 
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars for over 40 years.  When not traveling the country visiting family, old 
shipmates, and friends, he and Faye attend Holly Grove Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  He was nominated 
for Veteran of the Month by H.T. Ray. 
 



First Veteran of the Month for 2018 Honored at Reception 
January 2018 Veteran of the Month Charles Joseph Raggo was surrounded by family, friends, and fellow 

veterans during his reception at the Tipton County Veterans Museum Tuesday night in Covington. Raggo was 

presented Veteran of the Month certificates by Kathy Desjarlais of the Tipton County Veterans Council. 
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MTAS CONSULTANT STEVE WYATT’S REPORT 

 
 


