
City of Covington Newsletter  
Highlights from the week of 

January 1 - 5 * 

 

 

Thoughts and perceptions 

from Mayor Justin Hanson 

 
Hello Everyone!  I wanted to add this section to our newsletters so I could have the chance to talk to my 

constituents.  Of course, my door is always open to you, but adding a column to the newsletter gives so many 

the opportunity to read and be informed.  So, let’s start 2018 off by talking about something that was in the 

headlines as we put 2017 to rest – the new facility for our police. 

 

First and foremost, our police were operating out of a substandard facility that did not meet their needs spatially 

and was damaged and in disrepair.  The Board of Mayor and Aldermen approved moving them out to more 

suitable conditions as quickly as possible.  We were able to “fix up” a couple of buildings the City owned and 

place the department in them on a temporary basis.  Because the police are “essential services”, there are 

specific requirements for their facilities.  The new and improved buildings are better than where they were, but 

they do NOT meet the requirements for them to stay there.  Therefore, something else must be done. 

 

I knew early in my administration the police department building was failing and did research to determine how 

to proceed.  In October, 2016, Police Chief Buddy Lewis, Personnel Director Tiny Barton, and I attended a 

Board approved seminar at the Center for Public Safety (CPS) in Orlando, Fla.  The Center for Public Safety is 

an organization dedicated to research, planning, and assisting first responders, including law enforcement, in the 

process of obtaining new or expanded facilities. They are one of the most widely recognized planning experts in 

this highly specialized field, and have been involved with over 200 facility assessments, many of which have 

been constructed and are currently serving a vital role in their communities. As a result of what we learned at 

this event, we recommended to the Board that one of their representatives come to Covington to give us an in-

depth evaluation.  The Board approved this and the evaluation was completed in February of 2017 by Stockton 

Reeves, the Executive Director for the CPS.  Mr. Reeves received his Bachelor of the Arts degree in Political 

Science from the University of Florida, his M.B.A. from the Crummer Graduate School at Rollins College, and 

he is a member of The International Association of Law Enforcement Planners. As a result of his 2 day 

evaluation in Covington, he submitted a report recommending the type of facility we should have.   

The people of Covington responded to our recent Strategic Planning survey in overwhelming support of public 

safety.  We consider Mr. Reeves a very well trained, experienced, and reliable consultant and are trying to move 

forward with the kind of facility his organization recommends for us now and in the future.  The Board has 

approved the site on College/Church Streets as the new location for the police facility as this is property the city 

already owns, is centrally located and near Highway 51, and will take the place of the existing crumbling 

building that was the old Covington Grammar School.  It is a good project that serves the people of Covington 

in multiple ways.  It’s not just a police building, but a project that provides multiple improvements to our city in 

one svelte swoop.  I believe it is the right thing to do, the best thing to do, and I will work diligently to see that 

we move forward with this project.  Come see me and we can talk more about it!   

           Justin 

http://centerforpublicsafety.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJy4CoysHYAhUh24MKHc9jBYgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.paularonsohn.com%2Fcategory%2Fwritings%2Fmayors-corner&psig=AOvVaw2kNAZrnu0irfiIJc1ex64q&ust=1515267313942645


DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 
“keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city” 

 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES & SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 

 

 

The Covington Civic Center is open and 

ready for all kinds of events!  Call 901-

475-7139 for more information.   

 

 

 

PUBLIC WORKS AND STREETS: 

 Public Works has been extremely busy in the cold weather.  Several water mains 

have required repairs due to the very cold temps.  They are still picking up leaves 

and trash and also preparing for inclement weather.    

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/public-works.html


PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 NEW cardio equipment is in!  Come by and check this out! 

 Soccer AND flag football registrations are open – ages 5 – 17 - call 901-476-3734 

 Locker Room renovations are in progress – please pardon the mess while we 

improve! 

 

COVINGTON AQUATIC CENTER: 

 Water aerobics and water Zumba are offered year-around, along with open swim 

hours and swim team practice.  A thermal blanket has been ordered for the pool to 

help keep the water warm. Visit the pool’s Facebook page for constant updates.   

 

COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

 The Covington Rotary Club is collecting gently used and new coats for kids this 

holiday season, and Covington Fire Department is proud to participate in this effort. 

You can drop off your donated coats at our North Station, 101 TN Ave. or call  

901-476-2578 if you have any questions. 

 During extremely cold temps, please practice safety when heating your home.  

Click here for recommendations from the National Fire Protection Association.   

 Smoke detectors save lives.  If you have them, change batteries annually.  If you 

need them, please call us!   

 Think you know the TOP causes of fire?  Click here to see if you are right! 

 

COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 Please check the CPD Facebook page regularly.  They post current crime 

information, including pictures of those most wanted.  

 Help us help you - don’t let crime go unreported!  Call tip hotline at 901-476-9036 

 

MUSEUM:  

 The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center, in partnership 

with the Tipton County Veterans Council, selects a military veteran to honor 

monthly. Nominations for “Veteran of the Month” are accepted at the Tipton County 

Museum at any time. CLICK HERE for nomination form.   

 Art classes and informational lectures have been added to the 2018 schedule for 

adults and children.  Please visit the museum website or call 901-476-0242 for 

more information.   

 The February Garden Series schedule has been announced – sessions begin Feb 3 

 New Exhibit Tuskegee Red Tails: Wings for this Man opens February 1st with a 

reception that evening at 5:30 – the public is invited.   

 Tipton County Extension Master Gardeners are now accepting applications for the 

upcoming 2017 Extension Master Gardner Program. The classes begin January 10, 

2017. Call 901-476-0231 for more information.  

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
https://www.facebook.com/covingtonaquatics/
http://www.covingtontn.com/fire.html
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causes-of-fire/Heating/Heating-safety-tips
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causes-of-fire/Heating/Heating-safety-tips
http://www.covingtontn.com/police.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/veteran_of_the_month.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


Join us for Coffee with the Mayor 

 

 

Please Join Us for coffee and conversations – 

7:30 – 9:00 

 
Tuesday, January 9  Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main Street  

             Tuesday, January 23 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main 
Tuesday, February 6 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main  
Tuesday, February 20 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main  
Tuesday, March 6 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main 
Tuesday, March 20 Pappy & Jimmie’s 749 N. Main 
 
Tuesday, April 3  Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday, April 17 Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday May 1 Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 
Tuesday May 15 Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

 

 

2018 WestStar Class kicked off at UT-Martin 
 

 

UT Martin’s WestStar Leadership 

kicked off their 2018 class schedule 

with a program on campus where new 

class members met, dined, and 

mingled with graduates.  WestStar 

graduates Mayor Justin Hanson, 

CARE Officer Mark Heaston, Fire 

Chief Michael Naifeh, and Children & 

Family Services Director Mary Jones 

were there to support the new class, 

and particularly Assistant Fire Chief 

Richard Griggs, who is part of the 

2018 class.   

 

Chief Naifeh congratulates and 

supports Griggs as he gets started in 

the leadership program.   

 
 

https://www.utm.edu/departments/weststar/


 

 
 



 

 

 January 9 – Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 January 11 – New Student Orientation at DSCC 

 January 11 – Millennial Meet-up – Danno’s Grill – 5:30 – scroll down for more info…….. 

 January 11 – TRIVIA NIGHT at Library – 6:30 - scroll down for details…. 

 January 12 – Public Meeting to discuss Sewer Grant – Covington City Hall – 10:00 

 January 16 – Tasty Tuesday – Mid South BBQ at Duke’s Café at DSCC Covington - noon 

 January 19 and 26 – Intro to Acrylics by Barbara McBride – scroll down for more info……… 

 January 22 – Interactive Workshop for Small Businesses – Instagram – 11:00 – 1:00 – DSCC call 

the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce for more info at 901-476-9727 

 January 23 - Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 January 25 – TRIVIA NIGHT at Library – 6:30 scroll down for details…. 

 January 27 – Family Story Time – 11:00 – Library scroll down for more information…… 

 February 01 – Tuskegee Red Tails exhibit opens at Museum – Reception at 5:30 

 February 03 – February Garden Series begins at Museum scroll down for more info……… 

 February 06 - Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 10 – Artist Series for Kids begins at Museum - scroll down for more info……… 

 February 10 – Chocolate Tour on the Square in Covington – 10:00 – 4:00  

 February 20 - Coffee with the Mayor at Pappy and Jimmy’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 20 & 27 – Foundations of Drawing – 6:00 – 8:00 pm scroll down for more……. 
 

 

City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTz7LrjtLWAhVCyGMKHVrRBe8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.bardsdaleumc.org/mark-calendar/mark-your-calendars-march-2017/&psig=AOvVaw29nSSGJslzHOsmAFHcCLQp&ust=1507039779978890


DSCC Plans January Orientation for New Students 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will 

host several orientation events in January before the 

upcoming spring semester. All new students are 

required to attend an orientation event. They may 

complete this requirement either in person or by 

using the online orientation option located inside 

their MyDSCC portal. Students should be reminded 

that spring semester classes begin Jan. 16.  

 

New student orientation will be held at the Dyersburg 

campus Tuesday, Jan. 9, from 2-4 p.m., and at the 

Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County Thursday, 

Jan. 11, from 2-4 p.m. 

 

Students will be able to meet with advisors and 

instructors, get information about financial aid, tour 

the campus, learn about academic programs offered, 

obtain student IDs and parking passes, and learn 

about student life and organizations. Students, 

parents and legal guardians are welcome to attend.  

 

For more information, please contact Sherry Baker at 

731-286-3242 or sdbaker@dscc.edu. 

  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Save the Date!  
Tipton County Young Talent Initiative - Next Millennial Meetup event 

 

 

mailto:sdbaker@dscc.edu


 

 



CHS Charger Basketball Bringing home Wins & 

Preparing for Tournament Play 

 
Lady Chargers begin District tourney play next week! 

 
(L) The Lady Chargers (11-7) won the Bartlett Stagecoach 

Classic. Tia Bland & Lamia Udley made the all-

tournament team & were named Co-MVPs of the 

tournament. The Charger boys’ basketball team won the 

Illinois Holiday Classic (above). 

 

 

 



 
 

 



Mayhue-Greer Scheduled to Speak at DSCC’s MLK Luncheon 
 

Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) and the Dyersburg/Dyer County Chamber of Commerce have 

announced that Estella Mayhue-Greer, president and chief executive officer (CEO) of Mid-South Food 

Bank, will be the guest speaker during the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Luncheon at noon, 

Jan. 12, inside the E.H. Lannom, Jr. Gymnasium on the Dyersburg campus. 

 

Tickets for the luncheon are $10 each and must be purchased in advance by Jan. 10 at the Dyersburg/Dyer 

County Chamber of Commerce or at the DSCC Business Office located in the Eller Administration Building. 

 

Estella Mayhue-Greer became president and chief executive officer (CEO) of the Mid-South Food Bank Jan. 1, 

2011. She began her employment there in 1996 as an agency relations director. She was promoted to director of 

programs in 2002 and became senior vice president and chief operating officer (COO) in 2004. Mayhue-Greer 

started the Kids Cafe and Food for Kids Backpack programs to address childhood hunger. She also began the 

Mobile Pantry program to increase distribution of food to rural counties and increased both the quality and the 

quantity of food distributed to partner agencies to fight hunger in the Mid-South Food Bank’s 31-county service 

area.  

 

Before joining the Mid-South Food Bank, Mayhue-Greer was a lecturer at Christian Brothers University while 

maintaining her own public relations and marketing firm. Prior to this, she was employed as an adjunct 

instructor at the University of Memphis, a partner in JEL Communications, and worked in marketing and public 

relations with the City of Memphis, Methodist Health Systems and Regional Medical Center.  

 

Mayhue-Greer is a graduate of Leadership Tennessee Class IV and Leadership Memphis. She is active in 

Kiwanis Club of Memphis; Justice, Unity, Generosity, Service International, Memphis Chapter; and The Links, 

Memphis Chapter. She currently serves on the Trezevant Manor Board of Directors and the University of 

Tennessee Health Science Center Community Advisory Board. 

 

Mayhue-Greer was recognized for her many accomplishments in 2015 with the Memphis City Council 

Humanitarian Award. She was named one of Memphis Business Journal’s ‘Super Women in Business’ in 2015; 

a ‘Woman of Courage’ by Dress for Success in 2013; a ‘Corporate Woman of Excellence’ by Grace Magazine 

in 2013; and ‘50 Women Who Make a Difference’ in 2007. She was also featured in Memphis Magazine’s 

‘Who’s Who in Memphis’ and as a ‘Power Player’ in Memphis Business Quarterly. 

 
 

For more information regarding the event, contact Edith Carlton at 731-286-3300 or carlton@dscc.edu. 

mailto:carlton@dscc.edu


 

 



The Library Corner: 

 

Library Services 

Events Calendar 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/services/
https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/events/


What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY


 
 

 



 



 
 

 

 

ART CLASSES by 

BARBARA McBRIDE 

FOR KIDS OF ALL 

AGES! 

 

Call 901-237-4006 for 

information 

 

 
 
 



 



 
 

The Tipton County Veterans 
Council and the Tipton 

County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature 

Center 
Veteran of the Month for January, 

2018 
 

Charles Joseph Raggo 
  

           

          Born on September 19, 1933 in Arcadia, Missouri, Charles Joseph Raggo enlisted in the United States 
Navy in 1951 at age 17 shortly after completing high school.  During the Korean War he served as a Third Class 
Machine Repairman with Boat Unit One based at Camp McGill, Japan.  He was honorably discharged in June 
1954 and used his G.I. bill to attend trade school to study diesel and engine mechanics.  As a private citizen he 
enjoyed his job at a machine shop in Phoenix, Arizona; but he didn’t remain a private citizen for long.  He 
moved back to Missouri in 1957 and reenlisted in the Navy.  For the next three years he served as a machine 
repairman aboard the USS BETELGEUSE (AK-260) then the USS CADMUS (AR-14).  In 1963 he was transferred 
to Machine Repairman B School in San Diego, California.  After completing school he spent several years 
aboard the USS VULCAN (AR-5) and the USS ALTAIR (AKS-32).   During that time he was assigned two separate 
three month temporary tours of duty in Ethiopia as an advisor to Emperor Haile Selassie’s grandson Prince 
Alexander Desta.   
          In February of 1968 he was transferred to Vietnam where he spent a year as a maintenance officer for 
the River Division.  In 1969 he was transferred to Service School Command in Great Lakes, Illinois, as head of 
Engineman School, before heading off to Naples, Italy in 1971 for three years.  In July of 1974 he accepted his 
final set of orders to Naval Air Station Millington as a Discipline Officer.   
         Chuck’s numerous medals and ribbons include the Bronze Star Medal with Combat V, Navy Achievement 
Medal, Navy Good Conduct Medal with three Bronze Stars, National Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, 
Korean Service Medal with two Bronze Stars, United Nations Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with three Bronze Stars, Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Combat Action 
Ribbon, Republic of Korea War Service Medal, Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, and 
Vietnam Campaign Medal with 1960 Device. 
          After his retirement from the Navy in 1976, he returned to Missouri and worked in the mines for two 
years before enjoying a prosperous career with General Electric.  In 1983 he accepted a job teaching 
vocational education at the VoTech School.  He and his wife Mary celebrated 50 years of marriage in October 
of 2005, but sadly she passed away from cancer in May 2006.  In 2008 he moved to Brighton and married 
Faye, who had lost her husband.  Chuck is a member of the Tipton County Veterans Council and has been a 
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars for over 40 years.  When not traveling the country visiting family, old 
shipmates, and friends, he and Faye attend Holly Grove Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  He was nominated 
for Veteran of the Month by H.T. Ray. 
 



 

 

 


