
City of Covington Newsletter  
Highlights from the week of 

October 28 – November 3 * 

 

Congratulations Tipton County! 

 
Tipton County awarded Tennessee’s 3-Star Award 

http://www.tn.gov/ecd/topic/threestar-about 
CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU! 

The City of Covington celebrated with Tipton Co. Mayor 

Jeff Huffman, Workforce Development Coordinator Robin 

Sealy, the Covington - Tipton County Chamber of 

Commerce, and the South Tipton County Chamber of 

Commerce on bringing home the Tennessee Department of 

Economic and Community Development Three-Star Award 

again this year! This is Tennessee’s stamp of excellence.   
 

 

CHS Boys’ Cross-Country Headed to State! 

 
CHS Boys’ Cross-Country finished 2nd in the regional in Large 

Class and will attend the State Cross-Country Meet this Sat at 

Warner Percy State Park.  

Lady Charger Soccer team may have 

been first, but never-the-less, the Boys’ 

Cross-Country Track Team has 

qualified for State competition as well, 

and will be heading to Murfreesboro in 

the coming days.  We had 4 boys finish 

in the top 20:     

Sheldon Walker, AJ Wellentin, Justice 

Mack and Mario Hayslett.  Other 

runners are Chance Shellhart, Colin 

Haynes, and Micheal Shevlin.  If 

people would like to make donation to 

help fund our trip they can send 

donations to Covington High in care of 

Cross-Country.  

 

RUN CHARGERS RUN! 

http://www.tn.gov/ecd/topic/threestar-about
https://www.facebook.com/jeff.huffman.7?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/robin.sealy?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/robin.sealy?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/CovingtonTiptonCountyChamberofCommerce/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/CovingtonTiptonCountyChamberofCommerce/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/southtiptonchamber/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/southtiptonchamber/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/tnecd/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/tnecd/?fref=mentions


 

DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 

“keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city” 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES & SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 Cleaning took place at the Covington City Center this week – Tipton County 

Commission on Aging has been given the GREEN LIGHT to move in their NEW place!  

Look for lots of activity in this fine new facility and please attend our open house on 

Friday, December 15.   

 Thanksgiving Luncheon for City employees will be November 17th from 11:00 – 1:00 in 

the Tennessean Room at the Covington City Center.     

 The Christmas Parade is scheduled for November 27th.  Line up begins at 5:30.  For 

more information, go to the city web site or call Karen Griffin at 901-475-7139.  

 Career Opportunities 
Fitness_Leader 
Lifeguard 
Police_Dept 
Grounds_Maintenance_Keeper 
Grounds_Maintenance_Full Time Worker 

 

PUBLIC WORKS AND STREETS: 

  

Public Works has the street sweeper out  

cleaning the streets.  Call us if you need leaves or debris 

removed at 901-476-9613 ext 118 or 113 

The Grounds Maintenance crew removed weeds and 

debris at City Hall and The Covington Aquatic 

Center.  

http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/fitness_leader__2_.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/lifeguard.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/police_dept.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/grounds_maintenance_keeper.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/grounds_maintenance_worker.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/public-works.html


 
Utilities crews have been working on sewage repairs. 

For issues or concerns, please call 901-476-9613 ext 113 

Or Director Gray at ext 127.  

 
Christmas lights have been placed around the square 

in preparation for Christmas Open House next 

weekend!  

 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 The first Boot Camp (Outdoor Super Circuit) class last Saturday was a blast! The 

next Boot Camp is scheduled for Veterans Day Saturday November 11th @ 12PM. 

Bring a battle buddy or two and come join in the fun.  

 

 The Covington Sportsplex and Covington Aquatics Center now offer SilverSneakers 

and Prime.  Sportsplex and Pool memberships are available FREE through 60+ 

health plans for SilverSneakers members.  Prime members can enjoy Sportsplex 

and Pool memberships at little or no cost as well.  Check your health plan to see if 

you are eligible for SilverSneakers or Prime today and stop by the Sportsplex to 

enroll. 

 

 Adult Basketball-Covington Adult Sports will be offering basketball.  Sign up online 

(scan below) or at the Sportsplex. Games will start in January.  Teams are 

only $450 per team. Free agents can sign up to play for only $45 per player.   
             

 Youth Basketball - Covington Youth Sports has teamed with the Memphis 

Grizzlies again this year. All of our players receive a reversible JR Grizzlies Jersey 

and a ticket to a Grizzlies game all for only $45.  Church teams are only $450 per 

team Open to ages 5-17.   Sign up online (scan below) or in person at the 

Sportsplex. The season will start the 2nd week in January.   

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html
https://www.silversneakers.com/
http://www.primemovers-exercise.com.au/


 
 

MUSEUM: 

 Last Saturday morning, Sherl Rose wrapped up the October Gardening Series with 

“Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden.” 

 Thursday, November 2, The American Legion held their regular meeting in the 

conference room of the museum. 

 On Thursday evening, the Girl Scouts held their Silent Auction Fundraiser at the 

museum.  They are raising funds to help displaced families in the community 

through a program called Stand Beside Her.   

 Reminder:  The Veterans Day Parade will take place on Friday, November 10 at 

10:00 a.m. on the Court Square in Covington. 

 

CODES: 

 9-208. Loud noises and speaking devices. No permittee, nor any person in his 

behalf, shall shout, cry out, blow a horn, ring a bell or use any sound amplifying 

device upon any of the sidewalks, streets, alleys, parks or other public places of 

the municipality or upon private premises where sound of sufficient volume is 

emitted or produced therefrom to be capable of being plainly heard upon the 

adjacent sidewalks, streets, alleys, parks or other public places, for the purpose of 

attracting attention to any goods, wares or merchandise which such permittee 

proposes to sell.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please Join Us for coffee and 

conversations – 7:30 – 9:00 

 
 

Tuesday, November 14  Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
 

Tuesday, November 28  Little Jimmy’s 511 E. Liberty 
 

Tuesday, December 12 Little Jimmy’s 511 E.  Liberty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.girlscoutshs.org/en/events/stand-behind-her-movement.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/codes-division.html


 

 

Girls Scouts Supports “Stand Besided Her” 
Girl Scout Cadettes from Troop 13804 met with Mayor Hanson to discuss ways the 

program Stand Beside Her! The mayor and girls had a great conversation on ways 

to identify hunger and homelessness in our community and initiate change so ALL 

girls are supported and encouraged and have their basic needs taken care of.  

 

 

 

Mayor Hanson also spoke at 

the Girl Scouts program at 

the Tipton County Museum 

November 2nd.  They held a 

silent auction to raise money 

for the Stand Beside Her 

program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/justinmhanson
http://www.girlscoutshs.org/en/events/stand-behind-her-movement.html


Governor Haslam Announces Lowest Unemployment Rate in History 

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam and Department of Labor and Workforce Development Commissioner Burns Phillips 

today announced the state unemployment rate fell to 3 percent in September, marking the lowest it has been since the 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics began tracking the information in January of 1976. 

Tennessee first marked a historic low unemployment rate in June at 3.6 percent, which was bested by the July rate of 

3.4 percent, and then fell even lower in August to 3.3 percent. 

“Since June, the state’s unemployment rate has been on a steady, record-breaking decline. Behind these history making 

figures are real working Tennesseans – people who get up and go to work each day to provide for their 

families,” Haslam said. “As a state, we have invested in our workforce through education programs like Tennessee 

Reconnect and Tennessee Promise, creating a workforce prepared to fill jobs and increasing the number of high-skilled 

Tennesseans.” 

While Tennessee’s latest unemployment rate dropped by 0.3 percentage points, the rate for the United States dropped 

by 0.2 percentage points to 4.2 percent. The national rate is down 0.7 percentage points from September 2016 while 

Tennessee’s seasonally adjusted rate for September 2017 is down 1.9 percentage points from the previous year. 

“The fact the unemployment rate is down nearly 2 percentage points from a year ago is great news,” Phillips said. “But 

if you look back to January of 2010, when the rate was above 10 percent, you can clearly see the progress Tennessee 

has made since then.”   Click Here to read entire article… 

 
 

 

 
 
 

https://www.tn.gov/workforce/news/53940
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifjPDHnJ7XAhWE1IMKHRQeAWIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cannoncourier.com/haslam-announces-lowest-unemployment-rate-in-state-history-cms-16729&psig=AOvVaw3H7lx5vz7s6-N_iH73HmDs&ust=1509654780956198
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu29Tw1KDXAhVI5YMKHcLBB4oQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tn.gov%2Fdidd%2F&psig=AOvVaw2zlruvDw4oCCXlgejEDQ34&ust=1509738544861085


TOP 10 REASONS TO SHOP LOCAL 
When you support local businesses, you are also supporting your town.  Businesses pay taxes to the city and 

county were they are located.  Stray into a big-box or chain business elsewhere and the money you spend 
there doesn’t benefit your community at all – in fact, it supports other places!  Plus, local tax money is used to 
support public schools, parks, roads, sidewalks, and lighting, as well as fund public services such as police and 

fire protection - something ALL of us want and need.  

1. Significantly More Money Re-circulates in YOUR Hometown. When you shop at locally owned, independent 

businesses more money is kept in the community because local businesses often purchase from other local 

businesses, service providers, and farms. Buying locally helps grow other businesses as well as your city's tax 

base. 

2. Non Profits Receive Greater Support. Non-Profits often receive greater support from local business owners, 

sometimes as much as 250% more money, than they do from non-locally owned businesses. Plus, when local 

budgets maintain intact or grow, Non-Profits stand to gain even more support because the money is more 

readily available to help them.  

3. Unique Businesses Are An Integral Part Of Our Distinctive Character. The unique character of your local 

community is what attracts people – both residents and visitors. Local tourism businesses also benefit, 

because your place doesn't look like everyplace else. According to Richard Moe, President, National Historic 

Preservation Trust, “When people go on vacation they generally seek out destinations that offer them the 

sense of being someplace, not just anyplace.”  

4. Environmental Impact Is Reduced. Local businesses make more local purchases requiring less transportation 

and usually set up shop in town centers rather than on the fringe. This generally means contributing less to 

sprawl, congestion, habitat loss, resource depletion and pollution. 

5. Most New Jobs Are Provided By Local Businesses. Small local businesses are the largest employers nationally. 

6. Customer Service Is Often Better. Local businesses often hire people with more specific product expertise and 

they invest in their employees for better customer service. 

7. Local Business Owners Invest In Our Community. Local businesses are owned by people who: A. Live in the 

community; B. are less likely to leave; and C. are more invested in the community's future. They KNOW they 

are investing in their community and their community is investing in them – and they’ll work to raise YOUR 

property values!   

8. Put Your Taxes To Good Use. Local businesses in city and town centers require comparatively little 

infrastructure investments, add more to your tax base, and make more efficient use of public services. Local 

taxes pay for local investitures.  Plain and simple – this is our bread and butter.   

9. Competition And Diversity Leads To More Consumer Choices. A marketplace of thousands of small 

businesses is the best way to ensure innovation and lower prices over the long-term. 

10. A growing body of economic research shows that in an increasingly homogenized world, entrepreneurs and 

skilled workers are more likely to invest and settle in communities that preserve their one-of-a-kind 

businesses and distinctive character. 

 

https://ilsr.org/why-support-locally-owned-businesses/


 
CALL SPECIAL EVENTS FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK AN EVENT AT 901-475-7139 

 
 



DON’T MISS THEATER EVENTS! 

 

 

Interested in events coming up at our local  
Historic Ruffin Theatre? 

Check it out here!  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LkXoS8FHJ5pwX5lo_O8x7Xk-HrxZvwhAie4rbjNyPGO5BQ6m_QCUO5BM5LLyQN3XG0baYi8B6NzFq_kNHHMAR0rxptlwoktCz7Ti4ygR8fGLEllzV1gvIN3B03kPW9FcO_XHaHG3W8THX4uWxBnjft-vpllttjC4UZaCa_WkruMIEkxCM5tobTa7-yBNpvv_bM6_ZhO4Z3cAlEejuQXgBn53mWVe6CwsuhKpy8bXSno=&c=E2Wyxi43JTxYTKBPlX-CKwxmC9-W444UFHbFOxFiRbq3xExAinD3nA==&ch=gO9-344JGj1GKeWd13TJJszEDKZGR1nlqLXIyHxc90le-9kONEUhkA==


 

 

 



 

 November 4 – Go for the Green Golf tournament – Forest Hill Golf Course - scroll down for more info 

 November 4 – NAACP Gala – 6:30 – First United Methodist Church Family Life Center  
Scroll down for more information…. 

 November 5 – Lip Synch Contest – Ruffin Theater – 2:00 - $10  GO HAVE SOME FUN! 

 November 6 – Public Meeting to discuss conversion of land on South College Street for police 

facility – 5:30 – Covington City Hall Board Room – 2nd floor. 

 November 7 – City of Covington Strategic Planning Meeting – DSCC Community Room – 5:30 

 November 9-10-11 – Christmas Open House on the Square 

 November 10 – CITY OFFICES CLOSED for VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE 

 November 10 – Veteran’s Day Parade on Covington Square – 10:00 

 November 11 – GO LUCY GO Benefit Dinner – CLICK here for information and tickets 

 November 18 – A Day of Art – Tipton County Museum – scroll down for more info…… 

 November 18 – Covington-Tipton Co Chamber Gala, Dinner, and Awards – 6:00 scroll down for info. 

 November 27 – Christmas Parade in Covington 7:00 pm see parade guidelines above….. 

 December 09 – Hughey Strong Flag Football Tournament – CHS – call 901-485-7019 for information 

 December 09 – DICKENS on the SQUARE   10:00 – 7:00 

 December 12 – 14 – Disney’s MULAN at Covington Integrated Arts Academy – scroll down for more. 

 

 

 

City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/go-lucy-go-foundation-7282189983
http://movies.disney.com/mulan
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTz7LrjtLWAhVCyGMKHVrRBe8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.bardsdaleumc.org/mark-calendar/mark-your-calendars-march-2017/&psig=AOvVaw29nSSGJslzHOsmAFHcCLQp&ust=1507039779978890


 

 



 
 



 



 

 



 
 



 

 

 

2017 GO LUCY GO Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction at Spring Creek Ranch 

sponsored by the  

Go Lucy Go Foundation 
 

https://www.springcreekranch.org/
http://www.golucygo.org/


 
 

 
 



 



 



 
As part of Jackson's 3rd annual Christmas-In-The City, this is a wonderful event to kick off the 

Holiday Season on Saturday December 2, 2017, thanks to the Jackson Chamber and the West 

Tennessee Farmers Market. The HubCity Chili Cookoff benefits the Exchange Club – Carl 

Perkins Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse. We are inviting all kinds of cooking groups 

to form a chili-cooking team and show the community their stuff! The categories include 

Amateur and Professional (licensed eatery) and the entry fee is only $50. Awards will be given 

by a panel of judges in both professional and amateur categories along with a People's Choice 

winner selected by the crowd! Please review the Rules and Regulations for all requirements.  

 
The public can also join in the fun for only $5.00 each to receive an armband and spoon. Your 

armband allows entry to the Cookoff and sampling of all the chili you can handle. Each team is 

vying for The People's Choice award. If you like a particular team's chili, simply vote by 

making a donation to the team's jar at their booth. The amateur and professional teams with 

the most in donations at the end of the competition wins The People's Choice award in their 

respective category.  

 
 
 
 

Register Your 

Team 

Purchase Tickets 

Now 

http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-j/
https://www.facebook.com/hubcitychili/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-t/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-i/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-t/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-t/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-t/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-i/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-t/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-i/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-i/
http://campaign.younger-associates.com/t/d-l-utmtrt-iutiqjhi-i/


 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DickensOnTheSquare/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/


 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz6dPy5fXWAhVkjVQKHZcBDd8QjRwIBw&url=http://thatmomentin.com/2016/05/25/moment-mulan-choice/&psig=AOvVaw311wKYjES5r7TY_1AHaQDS&ust=1508265743615461


 

 



 

The Library Corner 

 
 
 
 

Tipton County Public Library News 

Check out what's in store for you at our local 
Library this month!  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

http://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LkXoS8FHJ5pwX5lo_O8x7Xk-HrxZvwhAie4rbjNyPGO5BQ6m_QCUO5BM5LLyQN3XEnlPfKKD8vW4jayaO8UkdTeSnB_4pjD4SkdO8t4_qqnP6W0UlZRA-eXSSXyvOFMAO3hffB-YDcQefJZAOgP0GXJ7GYykDeWtlkXDfiNIBHFlWCfcLDVEKnJnrHquljteBYJhwptZ4KYhD4VCwRDDJ37-aluJk1rLIsQM6e8j-Kc=&c=E2Wyxi43JTxYTKBPlX-CKwxmC9-W444UFHbFOxFiRbq3xExAinD3nA==&ch=gO9-344JGj1GKeWd13TJJszEDKZGR1nlqLXIyHxc90le-9kONEUhkA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LkXoS8FHJ5pwX5lo_O8x7Xk-HrxZvwhAie4rbjNyPGO5BQ6m_QCUO5BM5LLyQN3XEnlPfKKD8vW4jayaO8UkdTeSnB_4pjD4SkdO8t4_qqnP6W0UlZRA-eXSSXyvOFMAO3hffB-YDcQefJZAOgP0GXJ7GYykDeWtlkXDfiNIBHFlWCfcLDVEKnJnrHquljteBYJhwptZ4KYhD4VCwRDDJ37-aluJk1rLIsQM6e8j-Kc=&c=E2Wyxi43JTxYTKBPlX-CKwxmC9-W444UFHbFOxFiRbq3xExAinD3nA==&ch=gO9-344JGj1GKeWd13TJJszEDKZGR1nlqLXIyHxc90le-9kONEUhkA==


 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY


 
 



Fall Gardening Series Ended with Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden 

 

 

 
 

  

 

The Tipton County Museum hosted a gardening series of interesting and informational lectures every Saturday 

in October.  On Saturday, October 28th, Sheryl Rose ended this year’s series with her presentation on Grandpa’s 

Vegetable garden.   She explained what heirloom seeds are and why they are historical. She reviewed many 

heirloom vegetables that are easy to grow in our area. Also, many folks brought plants from their gardens to 

share with others. 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju0tmf-ZjXAhUB9mMKHfWJA2AQjRwIBw&url=http://countrysidenetwork.com/daily/growing/fruit-vegetable-garden/hybrid-vs-heirloom-seeds/&psig=AOvVaw2NjOhzx7i-06vjzCODwTLJ&ust=1509473495670085


 

 

 

 



 
The Tipton County Veterans 

Council and the Tipton County 
Museum, Veterans Memorial and 

Nature Center 
Veteran of the Month for  

November, 2017 

 

Jerry Eugene Beckley 

 
 
     Born on Christmas Eve, 1933 in Bakersfield, California, Jerry was a child of the depression, spending his 

youth in Texas as well as California.  On July 21, 1948, a tender but mature 14 year old Jerry enlisted in the 

U.S. Army in Fresno, California.  His parents helped fudge his records so they would have one less mouth to 

feed.  

 Discharged from the Army on May 12, 1951, he enlisted in the Navy on October 4 as a Gunner’s Mate.  

In 1954 he qualified in fleet snorkel submarines as one of the last Gunner's Mates to be accepted into the 

Submarine Service.  He served onboard USS PERCH (ASSP-313) and at Guided Missile Unit #90.  After his 

conversion to Nuclear Weaponsman in 1959, he served onboard USS GRAYBACK (SSG-574), USS 

BARBERO (SSG-317), and USS HALIBUT (SSG(N)-587).  While onboard GRAYBACK, he became part of 

the “Two-Man-Rule”, the two people who would arm nuclear weapons should the unthinkable happen.  Jerry 

was deployed on GRAYBACK in October 1962 when he was called to the Wardroom and informed that 

DEFCON had changed from the normal DEFCON 5 to DEFCON 3 and that he was to open the sealed 

Emergency War Orders.  In the last few years, documents that detail how close we came to the unthinkable in 

October 1962 have begun to be declassified.  It was men like Jerry who saw us precariously perched on the 

brink of a devastating war that was, thankfully, avoided; and who carried on, never able to share the knowledge 

of how close we really were to wiping out life as we know it. 

          Upon appointment to Warrant Officer, he served as Special Weapons Officer aboard USS HUNLEY (AS-

31) and as Weapons and Diving Officer at Norfolk Naval Shipyard.  With an eye to the future, he pursued his 

education, earning an Associate Degree in Criminal Justice from Palmer College in 1973, a Bachelor of Science 

Degree from Baptist College in Charleston in 1974, and a Master of Arts Degree from Central Michigan 

University in 1976.   

          Jerry earned numerous medals during his career including the Silver Star, Purple Heart, Navy “E” 

Ribbon, Navy Good Conduct Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, and Korea Service Medal.   

         After retiring from a fruitful Naval career in 1978, he served twenty years in Federal Civil Service at the 

Polaris Missile Facility, retiring as a GS-14 from the Submarine Launched TOMAHAWK Cruise Missile 

Project Office.  He taught at various colleges from Washington, D.C., to Virginia, to Tennessee.  He has a long 

history of volunteering and giving back through the Shriners, Masons, Wounded Warrior Project in San 

Antonio, and his church.  He is the patriarch to 9 children, 9 grandchildren, and 8 great-grandchildren.  Jerry’s 

family understands service over self.  Not only Jerry, but also his father, 3 sons, and one grandson have signed 

the check promising to give all - up to and including their lives - to protect and serve our country.  Jerry and his 

wife Connie live in Munford.   He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by Sean Hamilton.   


