
City of Covington Newsletter  
Highlights from  

August 19 - 25 * 

 

Isaac Hayes Day was a “HIT” in Frazier Park 

Covington held its first Isaac Hayes Day to celebrate the birthday of the legendary singer, songwriter, 

and actor who was born here in Tipton County.  The life-size cut-out of Hayes was a great photo 

opportunity for participants. There were celebrations and dedications throughout the day, along with 

vendors, and good music, food, and fun for everybody.   

  

  



  

  

 

 

 



 

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE ABOUT IT IN  

THE MEMPHIS FLYER 

 

https://www.memphisflyer.com/blogs/WeSawYou/
https://www.memphisflyer.com/blogs/WeSawYou/


Public Safety Committee Discusses Police and Fire Issues 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Public Safety Committee was held at Covington City Hall on August 22 at 

1:00 with the following present:  Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, CPD Chief Buddy Lewis. CFD Chief 

Mike Naifeh, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman John Edwards, Alderman Jere Hadley, Alderman C.H. 

Sullivan, Mayor Justin Hanson, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Assistant to the Mayor Sara Gangaware, The 

Leader Managing Editor Echo Day, Margaret Fleming, and Laura Fleming. 

 

Alderman McGowan called the meeting to order at 1:00 with a quorum present, and he called on Chief Buddy 

Lewis to begin with his report from the Covington Police Department 

 

CPD Chief Buddy Lewis: 

 CPD moved over the weekend and are in the two temporary locations – the former library building on 

Church Street and the former First Baptist Church office on South Main Street.  Chief Lewis stated they 

are pleased with the buildings and thanked the committee for making this possible for them. 

 New officers have started –Sara Maclin, Amy Brooks, and Ben Stanifer.  They are with current officers 

and are getting settled in and progressing very well.  Chief Lewis wants to bring them to the next 

committee meeting so Board members can meet them.  Lewis reported the force is at full staff now.  

Alderwoman Bommer asked Lewis to explain full staff, and he said there are 36 on staff. 

 Fireworks – discussion started at last meeting.  Lewis reported he has not had opportunity to research 

how other cities are dealing with this issue, and asked how much sales tax is generated from these sales.  

Lewis stated that the high velocity of some of the fireworks are very powerful and can be dangerous.  

Some of those may need to be limited and also limit the times for fireworks so they are not going off at 

all hours.  Lewis stated that as long as fireworks are monitored by adults and are used at fun family 

events, he doesn’t want to eliminate them all together.  Alderman CH Sullivan stated he has received a 

call as recent as last week from a citizen who said that fireworks are still going off.  Chief Naifeh stated 

that the State Fire Marshall inspects every fireworks stand that sets up in the city limits and all fireworks 

sales are monitored by TDOT and State Fire Marshall.   The committee discussed this issue and decided 

much of the concerns may fall under the noise ordinance, and the next logical step may be to limit the 

hours/days fireworks can be used in the city limits.   Chairman McGowan suggested having a draft 

ordinance prepared for consideration at next month’s committee meeting. 

 SRO update – Lewis has received a lot of positive feedback about the new School Resource Officer at 

CHS – Officer Ronald Brody – and Lewis stated he is proud of the work Brody is doing. 

 CPD is still in an active investigation about a shooting at Broad Meadow Apartment Complex in which 

someone was shot in the leg.  Alderwoman Bommer stated we cannot have shootings going on and she 

encouraged CPD to catch this perpetrator and prosecute.  Chairman McGowan stated he has received 

concerns from residents at Covington Housing Authority (CHA) stating they received safety cameras, 

but they have not been set up yet. McGowan asked Chief Lewis to make contact with Christy Billings of 

the CHA and work with them to get these cameras in place.  Alderman Edwards asked Lewis if they 

track locations of public nuisances or great numbers of crimes reported.  Lewis stated that is tracked 

through the Attorney General’s office, but said they can get data on how many calls they respond to in 

certain areas throughout the city.  Lewis stated he has already discussed this issue with his staff.  

Alderman Edwards stated he wants owners to be concerned that some of their properties are problems in 

the neighborhoods where they exist.  Mayor Hanson stated he and Chief Lewis have met with 

management at Sunrise and encouraged them to use security services and/or cameras.  Chairman 

McGowan suggested tightening up on Codes to hold owners responsible for keeping properties clean 

and safe for their residents.  Chairman McGowan asked about an Environmental Court and Mayor 

Hanson stated this would have to be established through Tipton County Commissioners and Mayor 



Huffman.  Alderman Hadley suggested the management at troublesome areas seek grants for safety 

equipment, such as security cameras that CHA has received.  Alderwoman Bommer reiterated her desire 

for Chief Lewis to find the shooter and have him arrested.  Mayor Hanson motioned to accept Lewis’s 

report and Bommer seconded – motion passed. 

 

CFD Chief Mike Naifeh: 

 Lightning strike claim is in the works and should be cleared up soon – have met with adjuster and will 

need to update phone service.   

 Flyers and promotional materials have been ordered for volunteer recruitment program.  If you are 

interested, please call 1-844-865-8366.  CFD has received 12 applications so far.  

 Volunteer hours for month of July = 270 hours worked by CFD volunteers 

 Apparatus committee is traveling to Greenfield, TN and Paris, TN Thursday to continue evaluation of 

tankers/pumpers.  CFD wants to move forward on replacing their current tanker. 

 CFD and Professional Care Services (PCS) collected back-to-school supplies and consequently 

distributed 156 backpacks to needy children in the community.   

 State Fire Commission (including Chief Naifeh) will be in Milan and Munford for next several days 

doing audits. 

 Run report for calls from July 25 through August 21 showed 230 total fire department calls including: 

o 47 sick parties (non-specific) 

o 22 fire alarms 

o 19 respiratory difficulties 

o 13 falls  

o 10 persons unconscious 

 CARE Report was submitted for the month of July and included: 

o 20 Welfare Checks 

o AHA Heartsaver, AED, & First Aid CPR recertification classes for CPW managers 

o Attended civic and municipal meetings, including Drug Free Tipton and Tipton County Health 

Council.   

 Naifeh reported that in recent weeks, the Covington Fire Department was called to a fire in Mason (22 

minute run) and Covington was the first fire department to respond. They also responded to a truck fire 

in Mason and CFD was the only fire department to respond.  Naifeh stated that the County Commission 

has named John Piercy as the County Fire Chief and he is expected to be on the job by the end of this 

month.  Naifeh believes he will put together a plan for staffing a full time fire department for Tipton 

County, and Chief Naifeh is looking forward to working with him.   

 

Alderman Sullivan motioned to accept Chief Naifeh’s report and Alderwoman Bommer seconded. Motion 

passed. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   DSCC pins college’s first Paramedic to RN Class 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) honored 16 graduates from the College’s first-ever Paramedic to 

Registered Nurse (RN) Fast Track Nursing Program with a pinning ceremony Friday, Aug. 4. The College’s 

57th pinning ceremony took place inside the Baptist Memorial Health Care Academic Building Auditorium at 

the DSCC Jimmy Naifeh Center in Covington. Over the past 36 years, 1,609 nursing students have graduated 

from DSCC’s nursing programs. 

The ceremony began with nursing graduate Donald Johnson of Memphis leading the invocation. Amy Johnson, dean of 
nursing, opened the ceremony with an introduction of nursing staff and faculty. DSCC President Karen Bowyer 
acknowledged the graduates and congratulated them on their accomplishments.  
 
“As I speak with hospital administrators and nursing directors they always tell me how much they appreciate the nurses 
from Dyersburg State,” stated Dr. Bowyer. “They are impressed with the skills and positive attitudes of our graduates. 
You have a great tradition to follow but I know you’re up to the challenge.” 
 
Nursing instructor Tammy Hines introduced class officers including Michelle Hulbert of Martin, president, Donald 
Johnson of Memphis, vice president, Brian Hawkins of Dyersburg, historian, Billy Casey of Coldwater, Mississippi, 
secretary, and Stephanie Eden of Waverly, treasurer. 
 
Donald Johnson addressed his fellow classmates, shared his favorite motivational quotes, and thanked the DSCC faculty 
and staff for what he called the best nursing program in the State of Tennessee. 
 
Dr. Bowyer presented the Friend of Nursing Award, chosen by the nursing students, to custodian Xavier Parham.  

The Scholastic Award, presented to the student with the highest grade-point average (GPA), was presented to nursing 
graduate Donald Johnson, who graduated with a 3.5 GPA.  

The Clinical Practice Award, selected by members of the nursing faculty, was presented to nursing graduate Michelle 
Hulbert of Martin. This award is given to nursing graduates who demonstrate qualities such as the practice of nursing as 
a humanistic art and science, the recognition of each person as a unique individual and acceptance of legal and ethical 
professional accountability. 
 
Michelle Hulbert presented the Friendship Award, chosen by class members, to fellow classmate Billy Casey.  

Amy Johnson, DSCC dean of nursing, presented class pins to the graduates. Following tradition, each nursing graduate 
received a ceramic replica of the lamp carried by Florence Nightingale, a pioneer in the nursing profession. Nursing 
graduates lit the lamps and recited the Nightingale Pledge.  
 
The graduates of DSCC’s August 2017 Paramedic to RN Fast Track Nursing Program included: 
 

Ashland, Missouri – Christopher Thompson 

Coldwater, Mississippi – Billy Casey 

Cordova – Marlon Harris 

Dyersburg – Brian Hawkins, Chad McNeill 

Eads – Chris Stoner 

Hernando, Mississippi – Stephen Sinn 

Humboldt – Sheral McMullen 

Jackson – Eric Leath 

Martin – Michelle Hulbert 

Memphis – Donald Johnson, Malcolm Robinson, 

Kevin Vincent 

Millington – Thomas McDermott 

Ripley – Anthony Delmonico 

Waverly – Stephanie Eden 

 



         DSCC Offering Help with Online Classes 
Dyersburg State Community College will offer several orientation sessions designed to help students taking online 
classes this upcoming semester. The sessions will provide basic information regarding how online and hybrid classes 
work and what to expect. There will be a short question and answer session for those that have specific questions or 
concerns.  
 
Online orientation sessions will be held for those who cannot attend in person Sunday, Aug. 27, from 4-5 p.m. or from 5-
6 p.m. Students attending the orientation online should log in to https://dscc.zoom.us/j/853984155 or by telephone at 
1-646-558-8656 or 1-408-638-0968. The meeting ID for this session is 853984155. An additional online orientation 
session will be held Monday, Aug. 28, from 4-5 p.m. Students should log in to https://dscc.zoom.us/j/559507277 or call 
1-408-638-0968 or 1-646-558-8656. The meeting ID for this session is 559507277. Please contact the DSCC Help Desk at 
helpdesk@dscc.edu to request access to a virtual session. 
 
Students can attend an in person orientation session at the Dyersburg campus Tuesday, Aug. 29, from 2-3 p.m., inside 
the Learning Resource Center, room 134; the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County Wednesday, Aug. 30, from 2-3 p.m., 
inside the Jimmy Naifeh Building, room 141; and at the Gibson County Center Thursday, Aug. 31, from 2-3 p.m. inside 
the computer lab, room 108. 
 
For more information, contact Dennis Anderson, director of Distance Education, at 731-286-3292 or 
danderson@dscc.edu. 

 

Covingtonians joined the rest of the U.S. as we viewed the 2017 

Solar Eclipse with Excitement and Wonder 

Solar eclipses have always been - by all accounts - events of wondrous and magical proportions. Today, of course, we 

understand eclipses very well. We know how and why they happen, and when and where they happen. We have seen eclipses 

from space, and we have even used eclipses to probe the laws of physics and to discover new worlds outside the Solar System. 

Still, eclipses of the sun hold their ancient magic and are fascinating to watch. In 1970, the March 7 total solar eclipse in South 

Carolina became the last total solar eclipse to be viewed in the continental United States until 47 years later last Monday, 

August 21, 2017.  Mayor Hanson joined eclipse viewers young and old at the Tipton County Library and at CIAA.   

  

https://dscc.zoom.us/j/853984155
https://dscc.zoom.us/j/559507277
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
mailto:danderson@dscc.edu


  

 
 

 

 
The looks on these faces show how excited people were 

to experience almost totality!  

 



 
 

 

http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/heritagefestival/


 
 
 
 



Tipton Rosemark Academy Seniors  
Visited with Mayor Hanson  

 
These TRA seniors visited with Mayor Justin Hanson this week to get ideas for volunteering.  They are 

required to do community service for senior projects.  He suggested they check out the Boys and Girls 

Club, the Covington Sportsplex, The Carl Perkins Center, and the Tipton County Museum, among 

others.   

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitjrLzpenVAhVJwlQKHW4rB1kQjRwIBw&url=https://sites.google.com/a/curtishs.org/home/community-service-1/communityservice&psig=AFQjCNG6ACEP8z9HR2mN12eNHKP7CiEd5Q&ust=1503438032046536


Tennessee Vying for Toyota Manufacturing Plant 

In a recent article in The Tennessean, it was outlined that at least a dozen states, many in the south – including 

Tennessee – are competing for a large Toyota manufacturing facility that could employ up to 4000 people.  The 

writer outlined several states and talked about the strengths and challenges of each.  Here is what the article said 

about Tennessee – read the entire article HERE: 

Tennessee: 

Why it could win: Significant, growing automotive sector; perfect location for logistical purposes; strong 

business climate. 

Why it could lose: If the automakers decide there aren’t enough workers. 

Tennessee has been waiting for this moment. A decade ago, the state purchased land with the specific 

purpose of landing a Toyota plant that never came. 

“There will be a lot (of) people fighting hard for that plant, and we intend to be at the lead,” Tennessee 

Gov. Bill Haslam told the Associated Press. 

Hoping to lure the Toyota plant that eventually went to Blue Springs, Miss., Tennessee acquired property 

dubbed the Memphis Regional Megasite. The site, which remains unused, is 4,100 acres situated 32 miles 

east of Memphis on vacant farm land along Interstate 40. 

Site selection consultants said it’s one of Tennessee’s leading candidates for industrial investment. 

Tennessee already has spent more than $140 million on the Memphis Megasite, building roads and water 

and sewer lines. 

Click below to learn more about the Tennessee Megasite 

 

 

http://www.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/story/money/cars/2017/08/17/toyota-mazda-auto-plant/573213001/
http://www.tnecd.com/sites/memphis-megasite/


Congressman Kustoff visited Area Farmers 
Monday, Congressman David Kustoff met with the Tipton County Farm Bureau Board in Covington to discuss the Farm 
Bill & the agriculture community in his district. 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENTAL TIDBITS 
keeping you up-to-date with what’s going on in our city 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES: 

 Excitement is in the air in the HR Department about the upcoming move to 

our offices at the Covington Municipal Center (CMC).  Things are shaping up 

& boxes are being packed.  The move is on schedule to be first of 

September.  The multi-use facility there is shaping up, as well, and will soon 

be available for rent. This week, the mirrors were hung in the bride’s room 

and the dance floor was laid in the banquet room.  For information about 

rental availability and fees, call Karen Griffin at 901-476-9613 ext 109. 

 Christmas Parade date has been set.  The Covington Christmas Parade will 

be Monday night, November 27
th

.  The parade will begin at 7pm, with line up 

beginning at 6:00.  Parade information will be available soon.       

  With brisk air coming in, we can feel that fall is on the way, so be on the 

lookout for new flags on our Downtown Square.  

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

 ADULT SOFTBALL - We are still accepting teams to participate in our Adult      

softball league.  Contact the Sports Coordinator at 901-476-3734 or email 

cweston@covingtontn.com 

 Get Fit 5K - September 23, 2017 @ 8AM.   ONLY $30.   Military $25     

18 and under $20.  Sign up before September 3rd for a chance to win a 

FREE one year Water & Weights membership.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS AND STREETS: 

 The Street Department has been working on some much needed drainage 

improvements on Baxter, North Tipton, and Union Streets. We hope you find 

these improvements helpful.  

 The ground maintenance workers have been very busy this week trying hard 

to catch up on grass cutting. These employees are responsible for cutting 

approximately 275 acres of grass.  

 Utilities Department started the week out repairing a big ten-inch water 

main that was damaged by a private contractor, so please call 811 before 

you dig and wait for locate when digging around utilities. It’s the Law. 

 The arrival of our New Sewer Flush Truck came this week, it will take the 

place of a 1994 Truck that has seen better days, but served us well for the 

past 23 years.  

mailto:cweston@covingtontn.com


COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 CPD is glad to be in our new “temporary” locations – the former library 

building on Church Street and on South Main across from the US Post Office.  

These facilities are refreshed, clean, and comfortable.  We appreciate the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen for taking care of us.  We are looking forward 

to our new facility on the corner of Church and College Streets.   

 Officers from the Covington Police Department participated in the Spirit 

Ride when it came through Covington last Thursday.  Officer Amy Brooks 

had a speaking role in the ceremony.  Please move over when you see 

emergency vehicles working along our roadways.  It’s the law.   

 

COVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

 At the Public Safety Meeting on Tuesday, Chief Naifeh reported to 

committee on a number of issues including 233 calls for service in the last 

30 days 

 The Apparatus Committee traveled to Greenfield and Paris to continue the 

process of looking at Tanker/Pumpers 

 On Duty Crew participated in the Spirit Ride to bring awareness to the TN 

“Move Over” Law. Assistant Chief Richard Griggs spoke on behalf of the 

Covington Fire Department. 

 As we approach the season in which vegetation begins to die back, we 

encourage all to be aware of laws governing open burning both in the city 

and county. If anyone has question they can contact the fire department at 

901-476-2578. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 August 26 – WWII Living History – 9:00 – 2:00.  Tipton County Museum – FREE! 

 August 31 – Tipton County Veterans Service OPEN HOUSE – scroll down for more info…… 

 September 8 – Party with the Pollinators at the Tipton County Museum – 6:00 – 8:00 

 September 09 – Story Time at the Library! 10:00 am.  Scroll down for more information. 

 September 11 – LUKE’S DINER – trivia and more!  Tipton County Library – 5:00 

 September 14 – F-Body Nationals Parade on Highway 51 in Covington 1:30…scroll down…. 

 September 15-17 – F-Body Nationals at Memphis International Raceway 

 September 19 – LifeBlood at Covington City Hall – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 September 19 – Banned Book Jeopardy – Tipton County Public Library – 2:00 

 September 21 – 23 – COVINGTON – TIPTON COUNTY HERITAGE FESTIVAL  

 September 22 – Gift Shop Gala – Tipton County Museum – 5:30 – 7:00 

 September 22 – Local author Helen Henderson will sign her books at the Tipton County Museum 

 September 23 – Tipton County Commission on Aging YARD SALE!  Scroll down for information…. 

 September 28 – Annual Industrial Appreciation Golf Tournament – Covington Country Club 

 

 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

http://www.fbodynationals.com/
http://www.lifeblood.org/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/heritagefestival/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/heritagefestival/
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://files.constantcontact.com/8c9941aa001/e7d4fb73-6c18-401b-b666-5d2f3b5a4f4e.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRjdjI77vVAhXhrlQKHQ-BC3UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mdsenate.com/&psig=AFQjCNFFhBZjMltzmfT_dprp9oyBigs-tQ&ust=1501877413956544


 
 



 

 

 



 



             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

   

WORLD WAR II  

LIVING HISTORY 
Presented By: 

World War II Reenacting Society Memphis Area 

 

AUGUST 26, 2017 

9:00 AM TO 2:00 PM 
TIPTON COUNTY MUSUEM 

751 BERT JOHNSTON AVENUE 

COVINGTON, TN 38019 

 

Free to the Public! 

Demonstrations and Speakers throughout the day! 
 



Memphis Classic Chevy Club Bringing  

Classics to Covington & Memphis 

September 15-17, 2017 - Memphis International Raceway 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 

THE CAMARO AND 

FIREBIRD 

 

 

F-BODY NATIONALS – EARLY BIRD CRUISE WILL BE 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 AT 1:30 DOWN HIGHWAY 51 

THROUGH COVINGTON TO DON BASKIN’S CAR MUSEUM 

HIGHWAY 51 NORTH – ACROSS FROM TACO BELL AND 

TRACTOR SUPPLY 

To enter or get more information, click HERE 

http://www.fbodynationals.com/
https://www.fbodynationals.com/giveaways.html


 

 

Keep up with Tipton County Pulse 

 
Tipton County Museum Director Barrie Foster interviewed Master Gardener Sherl Rose in the Museum’s Herb 

Garden for the latest edition of “Tipton County Pulse”.  Sherl talked about the pollinators, what they do, and 

how we can help them.  During the filming, there was lots of butterfly activity in the pollinator garden!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQICAeXsiEk


 

 
 

 

Annual Industrial Appreciation 

Golf Tournament  

scheduled for Thursday, September 28th  

at the Covington Country Club  

 

Click here for the registration form!  
-------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Superman is alive and well and working in  

Covington, Tennessee 

 

 

 

Mild mannered Clark Kent works in the 

Covington Public Works Department and 

was named the Employee of the Year by 

his colleagues at the City of Covington. 

He works for his fellow man, truth, 

justice, and the American way! Of course, 

he is also fondly referred to as 

SUPERMAN!   

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001I3AbUFDzVvIzLSRLXzUhewk6oegrKYowRL6_JJuEs6p3CInpbQ_Ju5RbQghaCaRliNR7wG_Qjl-LaMj4vRcVJuPybXFeqv97R5Ie5D8maJqTgmeUwE5wmtpNYyiQzwIY3T7mjLJkKBMihc21DiNjI7n-BejvWbWEgfLNdRGBI-cnniIVEwl6maU7S86eGzsfPXL5ANDD8dPAjU1Zth0t7F9ug4us9javKqMzWZTs_Sc=&c=RZ-mzznpqFEYryp5CbN-bypmxuVHQ9PavHMcrfbhySWz7-12x9Ot_w==&ch=dxRwnAggxijtKnhSP3CUHK_EmPk60DaKlmkptEc0QB_Lq0EF5uPsbg==


SPIRIT RIDE STOPS IN COVINGTON 

The Spirit Ride rallies Americans to SLOW DOWN and MOVE OVER 

 

First Responders gathered in Covington on August 24 for the Spirit Ride in Covington to honor members of the 

emergency services who have been killed while working on the roadsides.  The ceremony featured songs that 

pay tribute to fallen first responders performed live by singer-song-writer Mike Corbin and a ceremonial casket 

that was hand painted by wrecker-artist Cecil Burrows and featured images of tow operators and other first 

responders at risk on the highway.  The Spirit Ride ceremony was followed by a procession of tow-trucks, 

emergency medical trucks, police cruisers and led by Tim’s Towing Service, Inc.  The mission of the Spirit 

Ride is to promote public awareness of the state’s Move-Over law, which REQUIRES vehicles approaching 

flashing lights on the roadside to slow down and move over one lane.   

For more information, please visit atspiritride.com 

 

 
Mike Corbin passed the spirit stick around to the first responders gathered in Cobb-Parr Park in Covington for 

the Spirit Ride Ceremony remembering all those who lost their lives in the line of duty. 

  
Asasistant Fire Chief Richard Griggs and Police Officer Amy Brooks had speaking parts in the ceremony.   

 

 

http://atspiritride.com/


 

TOTAL Leadership Programs 

Accepting Adult and Youth Applications NOW! 
 

The South Tipton Chamber of Commerce and Covington - Tipton County Chamber of 
Commerce have partnered together to host the next class of TOTAL Adult and TOTAL Youth 

Leadership programs! 

 

Click here for the TOTAL Youth Leadership Requirements, Schedule, and 
Online Application! Deadline to apply is August 23rd! 

 

Click here for the TOTAL Adult Leadership Schedule and Online 
Application! Deadline to apply is August 31st! 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Stay Informed with the Tipton County App 
Living in the Information Age has its advantages – news, information, directions, and connections 

with family and friends are all at your fingertips. Now, Tipton County has an app outlining all the 

places to go and things to do in our fine county. Area mayors and Chamber of Commerce 

representatives got together (below) at the South Tipton Chamber of Commerce to download the 

app and explore it.  Get yours and stay informed!   VISIT TIPTON COUNTY 

  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E1axrsJpgu63wq2So8DjOgaF6kGE9HyjvMBX8SJuYe4Kbtc8bXXBeLZDYJN1Os8_M9_3CZ-Im21IcAg-6MfC5sehlQsIgrGerMD8hUgfFrNPZE1GuhVfMYUqxARNUDrTtVhFNAdGBCzcq06gmQnk-TglJVb1caq0&c=-FOAOEEEeNJczwOg74Zvn9A5mAJgOt1Q5bgIyFUi-wPiLViTgOnTxg==&ch=iuU31WF7mTFVoVnpEICzrnID4UkMtyeDenZlcTTy6gt2stlPxwjgIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E1axrsJpgu63wq2So8DjOgaF6kGE9HyjvMBX8SJuYe4Kbtc8bXXBeLZDYJN1Os8_tPDLDhV42nzwUJs7WfwXljBFLwQkfoqdONFErOi38cgYB4sDia1iSNCkl80dltkz5Ur5j9KZsgJPhPSX_AIgyLnl6KFUaJ69&c=-FOAOEEEeNJczwOg74Zvn9A5mAJgOt1Q5bgIyFUi-wPiLViTgOnTxg==&ch=iuU31WF7mTFVoVnpEICzrnID4UkMtyeDenZlcTTy6gt2stlPxwjgIg==
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.visitapps.southtiptoncounty


TCAT Covington Holds Pinning Ceremony for Nursing Graduates 

 
 

 
 

 

People were all smiles and quite joyous at the pinning of 
Licensed Practical Nurses graduating from the Covington 
Tennessee College of Applied Technology.  The ceremony 
was led by Director Youlanda Jones (top left) and included  
TCAT faculty and staff as well as the proud graduates 
surrounded by admiring families.  Above, Demetria 
Williams’ dad, who is blind, made his way down the aisle 
to bring her flowers.  Christine Carodine (L) is happy to 
have made it through and graduated. TCAT works with all 
students on job placement, as well.  The enrollment for 
the next PN class will Sept 5, 2018. The first step to 
getting the PN program would be to take the HESI 
exam.  Those interested will need to study math and 
reading comprehension.  The next date for the HESI will be 
in January.  Call TCAT Covington at   901-475-2526 for 
more information.   

 



Tims and Fain Presented DSCC Outstanding Alumni Award  
Kristol Sentell, president of the DSCC Alumni 
Association, and Dr. Karen A. Bowyer, president of 
DSCC, presented Stephanie Tims and Gary Fain 
Outstanding Alumni  Awards in front of over 200 
faculty and staff during the College’s fall update. 
 
Tims graduated from St. Louis University in Baguio 
City, Philippines, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Commerce, majoring in Banking and Finance in 2002. 
She earned an Associate of Applied Science degree in 
Nursing from DSCC in 2007 and a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing from The University of Tennessee at 
Martin in 2011. Tims is currently working on a 
doctorate in Nursing Practice-Family Nursing Program 
at The University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
in Memphis with an anticipated graduation date of 
May 2019. 
 
Tims began her nursing career working as a nurse 
intern at Baptist Memorial Hospital-Tipton in 2006. 
Upon earning her nursing degree at DSCC, she worked 
in the hospital’s emergency room and critical care 
services departments. She was later employed as a 
registered nurse (RN) in the medical surgical unit and 
emergency room at Lauderdale Community Hospital. 
She became house supervisor at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital-Tipton in 2011, where her role evolved from 
nursing informatics to quality director and risk 
manager. She has served as the chief nursing officer 
since September 2016. 
 
Fain graduated from DSCC with an Associate of 
Applied Science degree in Justice Services in 1994 and 
then earned several continuing education 
certifications in criminal justice from both The 
University of Memphis and The University of 
Tennessee. 
Fain began his career in criminal justice at the 
Lauderdale County Sheriff’s Department followed by 
the Ripley Police Department as a patrol officer for 
several years. He then served as an intensive 
probation officer for at-risk children at the West 
Tennessee Community Service Juvenile Court in 
Lauderdale County. He has been employed as a 
criminal justice teacher with the Lauderdale County 
Board of Education since 1997. 
 
Alumni that are interested in joining the DSCC Alumni 
Association should contact Amy Finch, director of 
public information and alumni coordinator, at 731-
286-3347 or finch@dscc.edu. 

 
Stephanie Tims (c) is a recipient of this year’s Outstanding 
Alumni Award from Dyersburg State Community College.  
She stated, “DSCC has been a strong foundation not only for 
my nursing profession, but also in adapting to American 
culture,” stated Tims. “During my DSCC days, I felt that the 
professors and ancillary staff were welcoming, and they 
provided guidance and support to their students. From 
admissions to graduation and until now, I am a very proud 
DSCC alumna.” 
 
 

 
Gary Fain (c) is also a recipient of this year’s Outstanding 
Alumni Aware from Dyersburg State Community College.  
While attending DSCC, he was a member of Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society. “My experience at Dyersburg State 
Community College was absolutely amazing,” stated Fain. 
“The staff were warm, friendly and eager to help in any 
situation. The school had a friendly atmosphere that allowed 
me to flourish in my studies.” 
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Coffee with the Mayor 

Please join Mayor Hanson for coffee and 

conversation on the following dates from 7:30 – 9:00 

 

Tuesday, September 05                Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, September 19            Sookies Bake Shop on the Square   

Tuesday, October 3     Little Jimmy’s Lunch Box 

Tuesday, October 17     Little Jimmy’s Lunch Box 

Tuesday, October 31     Little Jimmy’s Lunch Box 

Tuesday, November 14    Little Jimmy’s Lunch Box 

Tuesday, November 28    Little Jimmy’s Lunch Box 

Tuesday, December 12    Little Jimmy’s Lunch Box            

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

City of Covington is providing televised City News 

and Announcements on Comcast Ch 19 
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              Stop by and find out what's in season at the 

               Covington Court Square Farmers Market!               

   The Covington Court Square Farmers Market is open                   
 

 Tuesdays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 Thursdays 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
 Saturdays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

 
          Those interested in becoming a Farmers Market Vendor can call 
           901 476 9727 or email lauren@covington-tiptoncochamber.com       
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http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 

Tipton Family Association sets October 

date to meet in Covington.   

 

Plan to join in for this historical 

conference about Tipton County 

from the decedents of General 

Jacob Tipton 

Y’all Come to Tipton County, Tennessee! 
The date is set. Plans and arrangements have been made! The 2017 meeting is taking 

place on October 7th in the Tipton County Public Library, Building C on the campus of the 

Dyersburg Community College at 3149 Highway 51 South in Covington, TN. With the 

assistance of Susan Cheairs, Director of the Library, and a scheduled welcome from Dr. Karen 

Bowyer, President of the College, the meeting place is reserved.  

The Tipton Family Association of America invites all TFAA members to come to 

Covington. Tipton County borders Shelby County, Tennessee to the north. Memphis is in 

Shelby County making a major US airport convenient to the meeting place. Meeting in 

Covington also makes it convenient for TFAA members in Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, and 

states west of the Mississippi River who might come by auto as well as those to the east.  

Driving from Interstate 40 in Memphis to Covington takes approximately one hour.  

For information about travel accommodations or other matters when visiting Covington,  

Contact the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce at Post Office Box 683, 

Covington, Tennessee 38019 or by phone at 901-476-9727 or online at www.covington-

tiptoncochamber.com 

 

 
 

http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/tipton_family.pdf
http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/


The Library Corner 

The Tipton County Library was the place to be for eclipse viewing as 

they held an “eclipse party” on their patio that was free and open to 

the public.   
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FREE MOVIES AND REFRESHMENTS AT OUR LIBRARY 
CHECK THESE SELECTIONS OUT FOR MAY 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

Isaac Hayes Exhibit at Museum through November  

 
The Tipton County Museum’s new Isaac Hayes 

exhibit is on display through November 30.  This 

exhibit includes pieces from Isaac’s private 

collection that are rarely accessible to the 

public.  See you at the Tipton County Museum! 

 
 
 

Flu Lecture Encouraged being Proactive by Getting the Flu Shot 

 
Dr. Stephan Foster lectured about the flu at the Tipton County Museum Saturday morning.   

He shared some history of the flu and encouraged everyone to get a flu shot.   

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception Held to Honor  

August Veteran of the Month H.T. Ray 

 

 
August Veteran of the Month H.T.Ray inspected Old 

Glory (left) at his reception at the tipton County 

Museum and Veteran’s Memorial Tuesday night.  He 

was inducted by Kathy Desjarlias of the Tipton County 

Veteran’s Council, and Museum Director Barrie Foster 

(above) who paid tribute to Mr. Ray for his service and 

presented him with a flag and certificate.  

Friends, family and fellow veteran Andy Dunavant 

(right), were on hand to honor Mr. Ray and Brownie 

Troop 13804 served refreshments. The Tipton 

County Museum, Veteran’s Memorial, and Nature 

Trail honors a Veteran of the Month each and every 

month.  CLICK HERE to download a Veteran of the 

Month nomination form.    
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The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 
 

Presents 

Introduction to Oil Painting 
With Mike Elkins 

 

September 2 & September 9, 2017, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 
In this workshop, award winning artist Mike Elkins will introduce participants to the 
fundamentals of oil painting, including grades of oil paint, color theory, “fat on lean” rule, 
applications, and more!  Each day Mike will cover the fundamentals of oil painting, give easy 
to understand demonstrations, and lead the class in creating a beautiful painting.  All 
materials will be provided, as well as a catered lunch.  This workshop is available to all 
people ages 14 and up, regardless of their residency, and no previous art experience 
required! 
 

CALL 901-476-0242 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER 



 

 

 

 

This little pollinator was found 

to be hard at work sipping 

nectar and inadvertently 

pollinating Red Salvia at the 

Museum.  

 Join the Pollinator Party to 

learn more about the 

important work they do…and 

it’s not just for the flowers!   

 



 

 

 

 



The Tipton County Veterans 
Council and the Tipton 

County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature 

Center 
Veteran of the Month for August, 2017 

 
Homer Thurl Ray 

  
 

Retired Aviation Structural Mechanic – Hydraulics Chief Petty Officer Homer Thurl Ray was born on Dec. 5, 
1939 at Portales, Roosevelt County, New Mexico, the first child of Harris T. and Annie Louise Ray.  He joined 
the U. S. Navy on Jan. 29, 1959 in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and went to Boot Camp in San Diego, Calif.  His 
first duty station was Patrol Squadron 22 (VP-22), homeported at Barbers Point, Hawaii, but soon deployed to 
Kodiak, Alaska with the squadron.  He was sent to Aviation Structural Mechanics, Hydraulics “A” School at 
NATTC Memphis where he graduated as honor-man with a GPA of 92.6.  On his way to Utility Squadron 8 (VU-
8), he spent 60 days at the receiving station in Charleston, S.C., because the Caribbean was spawning one 
hurricane after another.  He was assigned to the Drone Department at VU-8, where, in addition to the normal 
duties of a Structural Mechanic, he learned to pack parachutes for the KDA and Q2C drones.  His next stop was 
back to NATTC Memphis for Class “B” school where he graduated as honor-man with a GPA of 89.6 before 
being transferred to the Pacific Missile Range Calif.  In the spring of 1965, he was honored as the Sailor of the 
Quarter for the Pacific Missile Range.  In 1967, he was attached to Attack Squadron 196 (VA-196) homeported 
in Whidbey Island, Wa.  During a three year cycle of operations, VA -196 spent 27 months aboard the USS 
Constellation (CVA-64) and USS Ranger (CV-61), most of which was deployed as a part of Task Force 77 in the 
Tonkin Gulf, and affectionately known as the Tonkin Gulf Yacht Club.  In September of 1970, he graduated as 
honor man from the Instructor Training Course NATTC Memphis where he taught at the Airman Preparation 
Course, AMH “A” School and AMH “B” schools.  In March 1975, he reported aboard the USS John F Kennedy 
(CV-67) where he served in the Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department, Mechanical Division, as AIMD 
IM2 Division Chief.  On March 28, 1978, HT retired from the U. S. Navy, and returned to Memphis with sixty 
days leave in his “pocket,” thinking that he would just kick back and enjoy a vacation.  In less than a week, he 
was called by the State Technical Institute at Memphis, where the chairman of The Industrial Maintenance 
Department was looking for an instructor in hydraulics and pneumatics.  After 26 years of teaching, he retired 
as the Engineering Division Chairman and he is still trying to work in the 60-day vacation which was his original 
plan in 1978. 
HT Ray is a Life member of the Tipton County Veterans Council, VFW Post 4840, Volunteer Chapter 414 

National Sojourners, Dunham Lodge 150, Tipton Lodge 226 and The Scottish Rite of Free Masonry.  He has 

been a volunteer for several years at the Tipton County Museum.  He was nominated for Veteran of the 

Month by Henry Leslie Billings.  HT lives with his dog Petey in Brighton. 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php

