
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from  

July 31 – Aug 04 *  

 

Public Safety Committee Takes Fireworks Code under Advisement 
The regular monthly meeting of the Public Safety Committee took place at Covington City Hall on July 25, 

2017 at 1:00 with the following present: Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, 

Alderman C.H. Sullivan, Alderman Jere Hadley, Alderman John Edwards, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, 

Mayor Justin Hanson, CPD Chief Buddy Lewis, Assistant Fire Chief Richard Griggs, and Codes Enforcement 

Officer and Building Inspector Lessie Fisher.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman McGowan with a 

quorum present and Chief Lewis was asked to make his report.   

 

Chief Lewis reported that Officer Colbert and Officer Robertson graduated from the Memphis Police Academy 

on July 21, and several Covington officials, including Chief Lewis and Mayor Hanson, were in attendance.    

Background checks are in progress for the three new CPD hires.  The second quarter stats were presented 

showing 6,322 calls, 258 citations issued, and 284 arrests made.  Progress is being made on the two temporary 

locations for the Covington Police Department until the new facility can be built.  Those locations include the 

former Tipton County Library building on Church Street and the former First Baptist Church office building on 

South Main Street.  The work should be completed by the end of August.   

 

Discussion began on the current fireworks code and Mayor Hanson motioned for the committee to take the code 

under advisement and be prepared to suggest ideas at next month’s meeting.  This was seconded by Alderman 

C. H. Sullivan and the motion passed. 

 

Motion was made by Mayor Justin Hanson to accept Chief Lewis’s report and seconded by Alderman C.H. 

Sullivan.  Motion passed.    

 

Assistant Fire Chief Richard Griggs reported the official announcement of the promotions for Lieutenants and 

Drivers would take place at the Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting at Covington City Hall Tuesday night, 

July 25th. The North Fire Station has received lightning damage and this resulted in extensive damage to 

multiple electronic devices.  The total estimated cost for this is $15,000 and Chief Naifeh will meet with an 

adjuster. 

 

The Volunteer Recruitment Grant has started.  Griggs reported that the volunteer hours worked in the month of 

June is 387 hours.  The report for June 27 through July 24 was distributed and showed 230 calls were made.  

The CFD is currently partnering with Professional Counseling Services for a school supplies drive.  The school 

supplies drive will take place at Professional Counseling on August 5 from 9:00 to noon.   

 

The motion was made by Alderman CH Sullivan to accept Assistant Chief Griggs’s report and seconded by 

Alderwoman Bommer.  Motion passed.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:55 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 



Two Covington Officers Graduated Memphis Police Academy 

  

 

 
Memphis Police Director Michael Rallings (top left) 

welcomed graduates and guests to the Memphis Police 

Training Academy graduation on July 21st. CPD Chief 

Buddy Lewis was honored to pin Officer James 

Robertson (top right) and officer Terrence Colbert (left). 

CFD CARE Officer Mark Heaston, Captain Jay Black, 

Mayor Justin Hanson, Chief Buddy Lewis, Sergeant 

Andrew Hefner, and Personnel Director Tiny Barton 

attended in support of the graduates.   

 

 



Discussions have begun on new Police Department Plans 

 

 

Covington Police Chief 

Buddy Lewis, along with 

Captain Jay Black, Assistant 

Chief Allen Wilson, and 

Sergeant Andrew Hefner 

met with representatives 

from A2H Engineering along 

with Mayor Justin Hanson 

to discuss plans for the new 

Covington Police 

Department facility.  The 

Board of Mayor and 

Aldermen recently approved 

the site at 401 South College 

Street in Covington for the 

new location.   

Mueller Fittings presented check to Lions Club 

 

 

Mueller Fittings Plant 

Manager Kevin Gay and 

Accountant Kim Turner 

presented a $1500 check to 

the Covington Lions Club 

during this week’s meeting 

where Mueller had the 

program. Accepting on 

behalf of the Lions Club are 

Program Chairman Joey 

Caldwell and Lions President 

Walter Black.   

http://www.a2h.com/


 

Mayor Hanson Inspects what he Expects 

 

Mayor Hanson visited with James Mason, Chief Operator 

of the Covington Waste Water Facility, to see how the 

new bar screen is working.  The Public Works 

Committee approved the purchase of the equipment 

earlier this year.  Mason (above and left) showed Hanson 

how it is operating as well as other areas of the treatment 

facility.   
 

 

The Covington Waste Water Plant is a science lab 

that requires constant monitoring.  Left, Charles 

Grant, lab technician, is in the process of conducting 

tests as water goes through several stages of 

treatment. Water is carefully monitored as it goes 

through the plant and out to the Hatchie River.  The 

Tennessee Department of Environment and 

Conservation along with the Tennessee Clean Water 

Network monitor the Hatchie River regularly.  It is 

important our technicians are vigilant.  Read more 

about it here and here.   

 

http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/environment/2017/05/02/state-prison-fined-polluting-hatchie-river/101169570/
http://riverlink.org/protecting-tennessee-hatchie-river/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwid8qj-3rvVAhUJ22MKHQ-YBSIQjRwIBw&url=http://cumberlandriverbasin.org/recreation-and-ecotourism-resource-library/&psig=AFQjCNFMTEo-FZRU5ETiSROQgS4ctmaDVw&ust=1501872709298361


Tipton County Museum has been recognized as a Monarch Waystation 

 

With the help of the Master Gardeners, The 
Tipton County Museum is now a “Certified 
Monarch Waystation.”   The Museum 
provides milkweed, nectar sources, water 
and shelter needed to sustain monarch 
butterflies as they migrate through North 
America twice each year.  This migration is 
one of the most profound and interesting 
on Earth as these tiny insects travel 
thousands of miles from Mexico to Canada 
and back to the same forest in Mexico.  The 
same individual butterfly never makes the 
entire journey, yet the species seems to be 
able to pass the information on to several 
generations of offspring throughout the 
migration.  Read more about it by clicking 
these links:  aqua.org   US Forest Service 
monarch-butterfly.com  flight of butterflies 

 

  

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://aqua.org/blog/2014/november/monarchs-ultimate-race?gclid=Cj0KCQjwqvvLBRDIARIsAMYuvBFy5oDx1CkmmiIjz9-d_qLRd5lKdYfgjBDNvIJwVG5Jth0WPn-r5MQaAk6nEALw_wcB
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/Monarch_Butterfly/migration/
http://www.monarch-butterfly.com/monarch-migration.html
http://www.flightofthebutterflies.com/epic-migrations/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8yqzB_b3VAhUT8mMKHZYFDskQjRwIBw&url=http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/monarch-butterfly/&psig=AFQjCNEtCr_Qfofj8kBH0qJwHBX_499fuQ&ust=1501949871067251
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9mu___b3VAhVI9mMKHVEZCg8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.nfwf.org/monarch&psig=AFQjCNEtCr_Qfofj8kBH0qJwHBX_499fuQ&ust=1501949871067251
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8yqzB_b3VAhUT8mMKHZYFDskQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/pearlxgg&psig=AFQjCNEtCr_Qfofj8kBH0qJwHBX_499fuQ&ust=1501949871067251


 

 

Annual Industrial Appreciation 

Golf Tournament  

scheduled for Thursday, September 28th  

at the Covington Country Club  

 

Click here for the registration form!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001I3AbUFDzVvIzLSRLXzUhewk6oegrKYowRL6_JJuEs6p3CInpbQ_Ju5RbQghaCaRliNR7wG_Qjl-LaMj4vRcVJuPybXFeqv97R5Ie5D8maJqTgmeUwE5wmtpNYyiQzwIY3T7mjLJkKBMihc21DiNjI7n-BejvWbWEgfLNdRGBI-cnniIVEwl6maU7S86eGzsfPXL5ANDD8dPAjU1Zth0t7F9ug4us9javKqMzWZTs_Sc=&c=RZ-mzznpqFEYryp5CbN-bypmxuVHQ9PavHMcrfbhySWz7-12x9Ot_w==&ch=dxRwnAggxijtKnhSP3CUHK_EmPk60DaKlmkptEc0QB_Lq0EF5uPsbg==


 

 

 August 05 – School Supply Drive – Boys and girls Club – 10:00 – 2:00 scroll down for info….. 

 August 07 – Tipton County Schools - Students first full day 

 August 10 - DSCC Open House and New Student Orientation – 2:00 – 4:00 – JNC – Covington 

 August 12 – Van Gough art class for Kids – 10 am – noon – Tipton County Museum…scroll down…. 

 August 14 – Breastfeeding Educational Luncheon – Baptist Hospital Tipton – scroll down….. 

 August 15 – Extended deadline for nominations to the Tipton County Sports Hall of Fame.   

 August 15 – Tasty Tuesday at Old Town Hall Café on the Square.  12:00 – 1:00  Scroll down for info 

 August 17 – Third Thursday – Wyatt Earp’s Steakhouse – 5:00 – 6:00 

 August 18  - Navy Day on Museum grounds 

 August 19 – Flu Seminar – 10:00 – noon – Tipton County Museum.  Scroll down for information 

 August 19 – Isaac Hayes Day in Frazier Park.  Music, family fun & games, food, and vendors  

FREE and OPEN to the Public.  10:00 – 5:00 

 August 19 – Celebrate Munford 5K Run, Stroll and Roll….scroll down for info….. 

 August 21 – Solar Eclipse!  Scroll down for more information………… 

 August 22 – DSCC Open House and New Student Orientation – 2:00 – 4:00 – JNC – Covington 

 August 25 – DSCC Golf Tournament - Contact DSCC at 731-286-3349 for rules and regulations 

 August 26 – WWII Living History – 9:00 – 2:00.  Tipton County Museum – FREE! 

 September 19 – LifeBlood at Covington City Hall – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 September 22 – Local author Helen Henderson will sign her books at the Tipton County Museum 

 September 28 – Annual Industrial Appreciation Golf Tournament – Covington Country Club 

 

 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 
 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

https://www.bgchrr.com/
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/tipton_county_sports_hall_of_fame_nomination_form_and_rules.pdf
http://www.lifeblood.org/
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://files.constantcontact.com/8c9941aa001/e7d4fb73-6c18-401b-b666-5d2f3b5a4f4e.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRjdjI77vVAhXhrlQKHQ-BC3UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mdsenate.com/&psig=AFQjCNFFhBZjMltzmfT_dprp9oyBigs-tQ&ust=1501877413956544


 

Covington’s Hydratrek  

Shipping Vehicles to China 

  

 

Last June, Land Tamer partners from China 

(Beijing Brunt Technologies Co, Ltd), came to 

Covington to complete business transactions 

and inspect the first order of amphibious 

vehicles specially manufactured for them at 

Covington’s Hydratrek. Above left are JD 

Martin, Hydratrek VP of Engineering and 

Product Development; Patrick Miller,  former 

owner of PFM Manufacturing, Caixia Chen, 

General Manager of Beijing Brunt 

Technologies; Allan Rose, Hydratrek 

President; Michael Hu, Vice GM at Beijing 

Brunt Technologies; and Craig Simonton, VP 

of Sales and Marketing at Hydratrek. 

 

Hydratrek VP of Sales and Marketing, Craig Simonton, stated, "As previously mentioned, Hydratrek, Inc. 

acquired PFM Manufacturing, Inc. and its Land Tamer brand of amphibious vehicles in September 2016. The 

first Land Tamer order was received in late February 2017 for a quantity of four LT 8x8 XHD units. This 

order came from an existing Land Tamer partner in Beijing, China, and these vehicles will be used in the oil 

& gas industry to transport people and supplies in and out of remote pipeline job sites. The manufacturing of 

these units was completed this week, and they are scheduled to ship via 40' containers in the coming days. 

Once the vehicles arrive in China, clear customs, and transport to their final destinations, representatives from 

Hydratrek will travel overseas for in-service, training, and additional marketing efforts. A second order for 

three LT 8x8 XHD units was received from China in June 2017. These vehicles are scheduled to ship the first 

week of October." 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjaodLV8L3VAhVjyFQKHWyfCI0QjRwIBw&url=http://sweet-home-carolina.com/way-to-go-kiko/&psig=AFQjCNHfOHEsa4HhJcdk7ZHlP6Td-fG7dQ&ust=1501946044320866
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjaodLV8L3VAhVjyFQKHWyfCI0QjRwIBw&url=http://sweet-home-carolina.com/way-to-go-kiko/&psig=AFQjCNHfOHEsa4HhJcdk7ZHlP6Td-fG7dQ&ust=1501946044320866
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjaodLV8L3VAhVjyFQKHWyfCI0QjRwIBw&url=http://sweet-home-carolina.com/way-to-go-kiko/&psig=AFQjCNHfOHEsa4HhJcdk7ZHlP6Td-fG7dQ&ust=1501946044320866


South Tipton Chamber’s First Friday Coffee 
On the first Friday of each month, the South Tipton Chamber of Commerce holds First Friday at  

Munford First Methodist Church.  There was a large crowd present August 4 to hear about the  

Phase III at Green Meadows.  Munford Mayor Dewayne Cole and  

Covington Mayor Justin Hanson also addressed the people 

  

 

 

 

  
 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 
 

DSCC to Hold Cheer Team Tryouts 
 

Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will hold additional cheer team tryouts for the 2017-2018 coed 

cheer squad. A limited number of male and female positions are available. Successful candidates will be 

awarded a scholarship. Applications are available online at:  

http://www.dscc.edu  /athletics/cheerleading/tryouts.  
Completed applications should be submitted to the Office of Student Services on the Dyersburg Campus, faxed 

to 731-286-3245 or emailed to fultz@dscc.edu. Tryouts are open to all new and current students and can be 

scheduled by contacting Coach Kate Thompson at 731-285-5100 or coachktiv@gmail.com or  

Dean Larenda Fultz at 731-286-3234 or fultz@dscc.edu. 

 



 

New Covington-Tipton County 
DayTrippin' & Quality of Life Video  

Chamber Executive Director Maleia Evans will be issuing a "Casting Call" soon to 
invite you to star in our new video promoting tourism and business development 

featuring many of the great things our community has to offer!  Stay tuned!   
Premier Night and Release Party in November!  

 

Local videographer and new Chamber Member, Downing Productions, has partnered with the 
Chamber on this exciting project.   

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/181572330


 

 
 

 
 



Rare Total Eclipse of the Sun Coming this Month 

On August 21, 2017, people across the United States will see the sun disappear behind the moon, turning 

daylight into twilight, causing the temperature to drop rapidly, and revealing massive streamers of light 

streaking through the sky around the silhouette of the moon.  On this day, America will fall under the 

path of a total solar eclipse.  This will darken the skies all the way from Oregon to South Carolina along a 

stretch of about 70 miles wide.  People who will watch this are in for an unforgettable experience.  It will 

begin here at about 11:50 am and last roughly two hours.  Anyone planning to view the total solar eclipse 

should get a pair of solar viewing glasses.  REMEMBER – looking directly at the sun, even when it is 

partially covered by the moon, can cause serious eye damage and even blindness.  Viewing glasses can be 

picked up at the Tipton County Library on the DSCC campus in Covington. The next total eclipse will be 

in 2024 in Mexico and Texas.  Check out the activities regarding the eclipse at the Tipton County Library 

at 901-476-8289.  Follow these links to learn more:  space.com     NASA    ABCnews 

 

 

 

 

https://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
https://www.space.com/33797-total-solar-eclipse-2017-guide.html
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2016/preparing-for-the-august-2017-total-solar-eclipse
http://abcnews.go.com/US/total-solar-eclipse-2017-upcoming-celestial-event/story?id=48859509
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRlJzJ6rvVAhVIh1QKHcuiDK0QjRwIBw&url=http://news.wisc.edu/how-to-take-in-the-solar-eclipse-tips-from-uw-space-place/&psig=AFQjCNEgUp31Ssm5TFSiU3i-74Esf6fwvQ&ust=1501875953052626
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwtPfImJbVAhVK3IMKHREFC_wQjRwIBw&url=https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-101&psig=AFQjCNFdlzevYgTF-VkDph1YG6Rz0iA17w&ust=1500582725129977


 

 
 



 
 

 

 



August is National Health Center Month 
Celebrating 50 years of increasing Access to Affordable, Cost Effective, High Quality Care 

For the last 50 years, community health centers have delivered comprehensive, high-quality preventive and primary health 

care to patients regardless of their ability to pay. In 1965, the Health Center Program started with just two clinics—today, 

there are over 1,300 health centers serving nearly 23 million medically underserved individuals.  

In 50 years, community health centers have become the provider of choice for essential primary care services for millions 

of Americans, including some of the nation’s most vulnerable populations. By overcoming geographic, linguistic, cultural 

and socioeconomic barriers to care, health centers provide a medical home to one in fourteen people living in the United 

States.  

Health centers nationwide are meeting some of the highest standards of care. In 2014, 98% of all health centers met or 

exceeded at least one national benchmark goal for quality of care. As they have been for the past 50 years, health centers 

are leaders in improving the health of millions of people in thousands of communities across the nation. 

 

Stanton Health Center will hold an event  
Wednesday, August 9th from 11 am- 1 pm. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://healthcenterweek.org/


 
 

 



             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

   

WORLD WAR II  

LIVING HISTORY 
Presented By: 

World War II Reenacting Society Memphis Area 

 

AUGUST 26, 2017 

9:00 AM TO 2:00 PM 
TIPTON COUNTY MUSUEM 

751 BERT JOHNSTON AVENUE 

COVINGTON, TN 38019 

 

Free to the Public! 

Demonstrations and Speakers throughout the day! 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 



Coffee with the Mayor 

Please join Mayor Hanson for coffee and 

conversation on the following dates from 7:30 – 9:00 

 

Tuesday, August 8     Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, August 22     Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, September 05                Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, September 19            Sookies Bake Shop on the Square              

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi18bOk7bvVAhXkslQKHXZhAeoQjRwIBw&url=http://weather.gov/cae/eclipse&psig=AFQjCNEgUp31Ssm5TFSiU3i-74Esf6fwvQ&ust=1501875953052626


 
 

 
 

click anywhere above to link to Tipton County Schools calendar 

 
 
 

 

https://1.cdn.edl.io/HlNMysJzCQxkJYMWoyfF9o7wijyJGRItqSn78jyHBnAGT0N8.pdf


 

              Stop by and find out what's in season at the 

               Covington Court Square Farmers Market!               

   The Covington Court Square Farmers Market is open                   
 

 Tuesdays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 Thursdays 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
 Saturdays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

 
          Those interested in becoming a Farmers Market Vendor can call 
           901 476 9727 or email lauren@covington-tiptoncochamber.com       

 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:lauren@covington-tiptoncochamber.com


 



 

 



 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 

Tipton Family Association sets October 

date to meet in Covington.   

 

Plan to join in for this historical 

conference about Tipton County 

from the decedents of General 

Jacob Tipton 

Y’all Come to Tipton County, Tennessee! 
The date is set. Plans and arrangements have been made! The 2017 meeting is taking 

place on October 7th in the Tipton County Public Library, Building C on the campus of the 

Dyersburg Community College at 3149 Highway 51 South in Covington, TN. With the 

assistance of Susan Cheairs, Director of the Library, and a scheduled welcome from Dr. Karen 

Bowyer, President of the College, the meeting place is reserved.  

The Tipton Family Association of America invites all TFAA members to come to 

Covington. Tipton County borders Shelby County, Tennessee to the north. Memphis is in 

Shelby County making a major US airport convenient to the meeting place. Meeting in 

Covington also makes it convenient for TFAA members in Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, and 

states west of the Mississippi River who might come by auto as well as those to the east.  

Driving from Interstate 40 in Memphis to Covington takes approximately one hour.  

For information about travel accommodations or other matters when visiting Covington,  

Contact the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce at Post Office Box 683, 

Covington, Tennessee 38019 or by phone at 901-476-9727 or online at www.covington-

tiptoncochamber.com 

 

 
 

http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/tipton_family.pdf
http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/


The Library Corner 

 

 

 

 

http://tiptoncountylibrary.com/


 

FREE MOVIES AND REFRESHMENTS AT OUR LIBRARY 
CHECK THESE SELECTIONS OUT FOR MAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

 

 

Museum Archivist Sherri Onorati met with 

Stax Museum Executive Director Jeff Kollath 

on Thursday afternoon to tour the museum 

and to look at their Isaac Hayes artifacts. Stax 

Museum has graciously agreed to loaned 

several artifacts to the Tipton County 

Museum for their upcoming Isaac Hayes 

exhibit which will be on display starting 

August 19, Isaac Hayes Day. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Members of the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 

Dyersburg toured the Tipton County Museum last week. 

Archivist Sherri Onorati (L) gave them the grand tour and 

provided time for questions.  Affectionately known as 

“Keenagers”, they also toured the Covington Square and met 

Mayor Hanson and Sheriff Chumley.  

  
 

 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY


 
 

On July 22, Tipton County Museum Archivist 

Sherri Onorati presented her second lecture about 

genealogy at the Tipton County Museum. She 

explained what it was, how to seek sources of data, 

explained terminology, guided the participants 

with helpful hints, and so much more!  She also 

showed how she is a second cousin to Mark Twain 

(R). 

 

 
 

 
 



The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 
 

Presents 

Introduction to Oil Painting 
With Mike Elkins 

 

September 2 & September 9, 2017, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 
In this workshop, award winning artist Mike Elkins will introduce participants to the 
fundamentals of oil painting, including grades of oil paint, color theory, “fat on lean” rule, 
applications, and more!  Each day Mike will cover the fundamentals of oil painting, give easy 
to understand demonstrations, and lead the class in creating a beautiful painting.  All 
materials will be provided, as well as a catered lunch.  This workshop is available to all 
people ages 14 and up, regardless of their residency, and no previous art experience 
required! 
 
Mike will cover the basics both days, so if you can only attend one day, that’s not a problem! 
 

Fee:  $50 per day for Museum Members, $70 per day for Non-Members 
 
The workshop will be held in the conference room of the Tipton County Museum, which is 
located at 751 Bert Johnston Ave. in Covington, Tennessee.  Their phone number is (901) 
476-0242. 
 
Space is limited, so please register early!  To secure your spot in this course, complete the 
registration form BELOW and mail it, along with your check or money order to:  

 

The Tipton County Museum 

P.O. Box 768 

Covington, TN  38019 

(901) 476-0242 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Participant’s Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________________State:  ____________Zip:  _____________ 

 

Daytime Phone:  __________________________Email:  _________________________ 

 

Age:  _______Sex:  ______ County of Residence:  ____________________________ 

 

Race:   ______ White             ______ Black or African American      

           ______American Indian or Alaskan Native              ______ Asian 

  ______ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

  ______ Hispanic or Latino 

 

A person with a disability is defined by the ADA as a person having a physical or mental 

impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a person who has a 

history or record of such an impairment, or a person who is perceived by others as having 

such an impairment. 

 

Do you have a disability?  ______ Yes            ______No 

            

Please register me for “Introduction to Oil Painting” on: 

 

September 2 ______     September 9   _______   Both Days:  _________ 

 

Enclosed is my check: 

For 1 workshop day: 

    ____$50 - I AM a Member         ____ $70 – I am NOT a Member 

 

____ $75 – Register me for the workshop AND sign me up as an       

                           Individual/Military/Senior Member (circle one). 

For both workshop days: 

 ____$100 - I AM a Member ____$140 – I am NOT a Member 

 

 ____$125 – Register me for the workshop AND sign me up as an 

           Individual/Military/Senior Member (circle one) 

 



 

Representative Debra Moody held a reception for Speaker of the Tennessee House of 

Representative Beth Harwell at the Tipton County Museum last week.  Pictured above are  

(L-R) Representative Moody, Nancy Peeler, Speaker Harwell, and Pastor Fred Bailey. 

 

 

 
Participants also learned about Ancient Rome, Romulus 
and Remus, and painted the Roman Forum.   On the last 
day they learned about the famous Dome in Florence, 
Italy, and painted it in the medium of their choice. 

During the second Art Camp and the last of the summer 
camps offered by the Covington Parks and Recreation 
Department, Museum Director Barrie Foster led the 
children on the nature trail to observe. They saw deer, 
frogs, dragonflies, and more. After hiking the trail, they 
spent the rest of the morning learning about different 
artists, techniques, mediums, and ultimately creating 
paintings.  



 

 
Artist Series for Kids: 

Vincent van Gogh 

 

Saturday, August 12, 2017 from 10 a.m. until noon.  Program Fee is $20 for Museum Members, $25 

General Public.  Sibling Discount:  $15 for Members, $20 General Public.  Ages 10 and up.  A snack 

will be provided. 

 

Tipton County Museum Director Barrie Foster will introduce Vincent van Gogh to your children!  The 

children will learn where van Gogh was born and raised, and that he only sold one painting in his 

lifetime!  They will then paint one of van Gogh’s own paintings in oil pastels.  All materials will be 

furnished.   

 

Contact the Museum for Membership information or any questions (901) 476-0242. 

Complete form below to register now 

 

 



 

To secure your spot in the Van Gough kids workshop, complete the registration form and mail it, 

along with your check or money order to:  The Tipton County Museum, P.O. Box 768, Covington, TN  

38019. 

 

Registrations must be received August 2, 2017. 

Space is limited, so please register early! 

 
Detach and Mail with Your Payment 

“Vincent van Gogh” with Director Barrie Foster 

Saturday, August 12, 2017 
 

Child/Children’s Name & Age: _________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________________State:  ____________Zip:  ________________ 

 

Food allergies:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone:  __________________________Email:  ____________________________ 

 

Please register my child for “Vincent van Gogh”. Enclosed is my check.   The fee is $20 Member rate 

and $25 Nonmember rate for the first child, and $15 Member rate and $20 Nonmember rate for 

each sibling.  If you are not a member and would like to sign up now, please add $25 for your 

Museum Membership. 

  

Make Checks payable to:  Tipton County Museum 

P.O. Box 768, Covington, TN  38019 

(901) 476-0242 

 



 

 

 

 



The Tipton County Veterans 
Council and the Tipton 

County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature 

Center 
Veteran of the Month for August, 2017 

 
Homer Thurl Ray 

  
 

Retired Aviation Structural Mechanic – Hydraulics Chief Petty Officer Homer Thurl Ray was born on Dec. 5, 
1939 at Portales, Roosevelt County, New Mexico, the first child of Harris T. and Annie Louise Ray.  He joined 
the U. S. Navy on Jan. 29, 1959 in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and went to Boot Camp in San Diego, Calif.  His 
first duty station was Patrol Squadron 22 (VP-22), homeported at Barbers Point, Hawaii, but soon deployed to 
Kodiak, Alaska with the squadron.  He was sent to Aviation Structural Mechanics, Hydraulics “A” School at 
NATTC Memphis where he graduated as honor-man with a GPA of 92.6.  On his way to Utility Squadron 8 (VU-
8), he spent 60 days at the receiving station in Charleston, S.C., because the Caribbean was spawning one 
hurricane after another.  He was assigned to the Drone Department at VU-8, where, in addition to the normal 
duties of a Structural Mechanic, he learned to pack parachutes for the KDA and Q2C drones.  His next stop was 
back to NATTC Memphis for Class “B” school where he graduated as honor-man with a GPA of 89.6 before 
being transferred to the Pacific Missile Range Calif.  In the spring of 1965, he was honored as the Sailor of the 
Quarter for the Pacific Missile Range.  In 1967, he was attached to Attack Squadron 196 (VA-196) homeported 
in Whidbey Island, Wa.  During a three year cycle of operations, VA -196 spent 27 months aboard the USS 
Constellation (CVA-64) and USS Ranger (CV-61), most of which was deployed as a part of Task Force 77 in the 
Tonkin Gulf, and affectionately known as the Tonkin Gulf Yacht Club.  In September of 1970, he graduated as 
honor man from the Instructor Training Course NATTC Memphis where he taught at the Airman Preparation 
Course, AMH “A” School and AMH “B” schools.  In March 1975, he reported aboard the USS John F Kennedy 
(CV-67) where he served in the Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department, Mechanical Division, as AIMD 
IM2 Division Chief.  On March 28, 1978, HT retired from the U. S. Navy, and returned to Memphis with sixty 
days leave in his “pocket,” thinking that he would just kick back and enjoy a vacation.  In less than a week, he 
was called by the State Technical Institute at Memphis, where the chairman of The Industrial Maintenance 
Department was looking for an instructor in hydraulics and pneumatics.  After 26 years of teaching, he retired 
as the Engineering Division Chairman and he is still trying to work in the 60-day vacation which was his original 
plan in 1978. 
HT Ray is a Life member of the Tipton County Veterans Council, VFW Post 4840, Volunteer Chapter 414 

National Sojourners, Dunham Lodge 150, Tipton Lodge 226 and The Scottish Rite of Free Masonry.  He has 

been a volunteer for several years at the Tipton County Museum.  He was nominated for Veteran of the 

Month by Henry Leslie Billings.  HT lives with his dog Petey in Brighton. 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php

