
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from  

July 15 – 21 *  

 

Finance and Administration Committee Selects Site for New 

Covington Police Department  

 
The Finance and Administration Committee held its regular monthly meeting at Covington City Hall on July 18, 2017.   
Present were Chairman Alderman C.H. Sullivan, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman John Edwards, Alderman Jere 
Hadley, Alderman Mac McGowan, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Mayor Justin Hanson, City Attorney Rachel 
Witherington, CPD Chief Buddy Lewis, CFD Chief Michael Naifeh, CPW Director David Gray, Assistant to the Mayor Sara 
Gangaware, Codes and Building Inspector Lessie Fisher, Personnel Director Tiny Barton, Pat Harcourt with A2H 
Engineers/Architects, Ed Timberlake, Margaret Fleming, & David Gwinn  
 
 
Chairman Sullivan opened the meeting at 1:00 with a quorum present.  First item on the agenda was a discussion of the 
location for a new police facility.  Attorney Witherington gave a report of her investigation and research into the tennis 
courts on the old Covington Elementary School property on South College Street.  In the event the tennis courts were 
funded by LPRF, we have several options for dealing with them IF this becomes necessary.  Witherington said it may be 
possible to have the tennis courts at this location declared obsolete pursuant to the TDEC grant guidelines due to the 
fact they are over 25 years old.  Witherington also suggested moving the tennis courts to Cobb-Parr Park, if the site on 
South College is determined the best location for the future police facility.  Alderman Edwards stated the basketball and 
tennis courts are frequently used and he would like for us to relocate them if the police facility is located there.  
McGowan stated he also wants to relocate them rather than declare them obsolete, should that become necessary.   
 
Chairman Sullivan stated this discussion was a good segue into the conversation of the location of the hew police facility.  
Mayor Hanson stated this committee had a healthy discussion last month about this and he hopes the committee is 
prepared today to make a decision rather than continue a discussion as this is an important issue and he wants the City 
to start moving forward with planning.  Hanson referred to renderings of possible facility locations provided by A2H.  
The members have had the drawings for several locations throughout the city and were asked to study those. Mayor 
Hanson stated Rose Construction suggested budgeting the demolition and asbestos abatement and land work at the old 
Covington Elementary site at about $225,000.  This should get the site ready for construction.  Mayor Hanson stated we 
have STILL not heard from Delfield, even though Hanson and Chief Lewis have contacted them about the land twice.  He 
stated that he wanted the committee to know these things and keep them in mind when making decisions.   
   
Chairman Sullivan asked Mr. Harcourt about the pros and cons of the College Street site.  Harcourt stated this location is 
already owned by the city, utilities are in place, it is close to the highway and centrally located.  He stated the demolition 
of the old school building, including asbestos abatement, will be expensive.  Harcourt also pointed out there are about 5 
bodies on the site left from an old family plot from the 1800s. David Gwinn stated the court has already heard this and 
has ordered for those remains to be moved to Munford Cemetery, where the family has placed markers for this 
purpose. Lessie Fisher stated the city had started this process several years ago when one of the funeral home 
employees became ill.  The project was stalled at that time.   
 
Chief Lewis stated he wasn’t completely opposed to the College Street site, but doesn’t feel there is enough property 
there for a state-of-the-art facility that will serve us for 30-50 years to come.  Alderman Edwards stated there is a piece 
of property by Krystal that is flat and cheaper to purchase than to prepare the college street site.  However, Chief Lewis 
said that is only 2.7 acres, which is even less than the College Street location.  In his opinion, that is out of consideration.  
Alderman McGowan stated he is leaning toward the College Street property, even though this requires tearing down the 
building, because we would have to do this anyway.   
 



Lewis stated he is ready to go on any location if the committee will come to a consensus.  Even though he feels the 
College Street will “box” them in with little option for expansion, he will be glad to build the facility there if the 
committee sees fit.  
  
Mayor Hanson then suggested discussing the Delfield property.  Alderman McGowan stated he doesn’t like the Delfield 
site because of its proximity to train tracks, which could cause a delay in CPD response time.  Harcourt stated the 
Delfield site has utilities, is close to courts and Sheriff’s office, and would probably be the cheapest site to develop.  Chief 
Lewis stated the location of the railroad tracks was a topic of discussion when the Sheriff’s office was built, but he 
doesn’t recall this ever becoming a real problem.  Alderman McGowan asked Chief Naifeh what might happen if there 
was a train derailment with hazardous material.  Naifeh responded that would depend on where the derailment 
happened and what was involved in the spill.  Naifeh stated he has pondered this issue, as well, as both of his fire 
stations are on the west side of the railroad tracks. But he has determined ways to get around and mapped out possible 
routes.   
 
Chairman Sullivan asked Harcourt to continue the discussion of other sites.  Harcourt stated he likes the property by 
Krystal, but due to the size, it is very limited as to what might be built there, and it wouldn’t be enough room to include 
the impound lot.  He also stated the City doesn’t own this land and would have to purchase it.  Hanson stated Chief 
Lewis has expressed multiple times that he wants the impound lot on CPD property.  Harcourt went on to discuss 
property on North Main Street.  He said the property there is not listed for sale at this point, and the back side near a 
creek is low and would require some dirt work.  He also stated he feels this land may need an environmental assessment 
and the demolition of existing structures.  He said this site would probably be the most expensive site to purchase and 
prepare for construction.   
 
Sullivan stated the two Highway 51 properties seem to be cost prohibitive, so it seems the two left to discuss are the 
College Street site and the Delfield site.  Alderman Edwards asked if we had eliminated the possible site across from the 
North Fire Station.  Sullivan suggested the interest of the committee making a decision, he wants to pare down to the 
two most desirable sites and discuss those.   
 
McGowan motioned to eliminate from consideration the Delfield property and Alderman Edwards seconded. This is the 
property we haven’t received an answer on, and do not own.    Motion passed.   
 
Sullivan stated he feels the old Covington Elementary School at College and Church Streets is the best site.  It is easily 
accessible, adjacent to Highway 51, is large enough to accommodate the facility (including the impound lot), and the City 
already owns the property. Sullivan stated he lives adjacent to this location and has no problem having the facility there.   
 
Alderman McGowan motioned to eliminate the North Main property (which the city does not own) and Sullivan 
seconded.  Motion passed.  
 
Alderwoman Bommer asked how many acres are on the College/Church street site.  That site is about 4.7 acres.  
Alderman Edwards asked what the minimum acreage suggestion was from the study, and Harcourt read from the report 
that the minimum recommendation was 3.7.   
 
Attorney Witherington stated the old elementary building is owned by the City of Covington and will need to be 
demolished whether the new police facility is constructed there or not, as it could pose a liability to leave it empty.  
Removing it will also coincide with the Mayor’s goal of eliminating blight in the City, so putting the police facility there 
would kill two birds with one stone.   
 
Alderman McGowan then motioned to make the old Covington Elementary School at College/Church Streets the 
location for a new police facility and Alderman Hadley seconded.  Alderwoman Bommer asked the committee to move 
forward with moving the bodies if this site is selected, as well as determining the fate of the tennis courts.  Alderman 
Edwards stated he is concerned with this property being on a hill, requires demolition, moving graves, and moving 
tennis courts.  Edwards stated he is also concerned with having the impound lot on the site at the Church Street 



location. Mayor Hanson expressed his intentions for the impound lot being as indiscriminate as possible by using screens 
and landscaping.  Edwards suggested video surveillance for monitoring the impound lot where it is.  
 
Alderwoman Bommer went on to say if impound lot is removed from being located on new facility site, she wants the 
highway property by Krystal reconsidered.  Edwards stated he agrees with this as this is a central location on Highway 51 
and is flat and doesn’t require much preparation. 
 
Chief Lewis stated he is responsible for vehicles when the department impounds them and he wants them on the police 
site for better safety, handling, and surveillance thus decreasing his liability.  Edwards stated those issues can be 
eliminated with cameras and motion sensors. Harcourt pointed out the lot on Highway 51 by Krystal is much smaller and 
the Church Street property is almost twice as large.   
 
Chairman Sullivan stated there is a motion on the floor and a second, and asked the committee to take a vote.  
Alderman Sullivan, Mayor Hanson, Alderman Hadley, and Alderman McGowan voted yes.  Alderman Edwards and 
Alderwoman Bommer voted no.  Motion passed 4-2 for police facility to be located on the old Covington Elementary 
School site at College and Church Streets in Covington.    
 
Chief Lewis stated that regardless of the differences of opinion, he feels this is a significant day in the City of Covington 
and he is honored to be the Chief of Police at this time and is looking forward to moving on with plans for the facility.  
He thanked the committee for their time and effort they put into the decision making process and he expressed that he 
is very pleased.  
 
Item #2 – The 2014 police cruiser involved in a wreck las month was totaled, and the City of Covington decided to keep it 
for parts.  Chief Lewis stated that 9 of the 10 vehicles have over 100,000 miles and some of them are 13 and 14 years 
old. Currently we have 7 marked patrol cars on the streets and 19 officers utilizing those vehicles.  With the new hires, 
that will give us 22 officers utilizing those vehicles and they will be in operation 24/7.  Lewis stated we have the worst 
fleet of cars of all county agencies.  Any amount of money we spend on these vehicles is not worth it, when those 
vehicles are likely to break down again and again.  Lewis went on to state that we need dependable vehicles to help 
keep officers safe and employed on our force.    
 
Alderman Edwards stated he has a safety concern for an older car with high miles being operated at a high rate of 
speed.  He asked the Mayor if he had checked to see if Artesian funds can be used to purchase police cars, and Mayor 
Hanson stated he believes they can be used for this purpose.  Tina Dunn spoke up to point out we have been down 
somewhat in sales tax collections and she projected an increase in sales taxes when budgeting.  If this trend continues, 
that will cause us to operate at a higher deficit than originally projected.   
 
Alderwoman Bommer stated she feels we have to get new cars.  Chief Lewis went through a list of cars that have been 
taken out of the fleet due to age, mileage, and needed repairs.  He received a text during the committee meeting stating 
the air conditioner had gone out in one of the vehicles.  
 
Mayor Hanson stated the fleet is dilapidated and had not received appropriate attention for years causing us to face this 
situation today.  Hanson went on to say that we have increased the fleet and replaced vehicles since 2011, however, so 
he doesn’t want it to appear he hasn’t supported the CPD.  Two new cars were also included in the 2017-18 budget.     
Attorney WItherington stated cities have been sued for not being able to respond to emergency calls in a reasonable 
amount of time.  She suggested that the committee listen to Chief Lewis very carefully and strongly consider his requests 
for new vehicles.   
 
Chairman Sullivan asked the difference between purchasing and leasing.  Leasing is $13,000 per vehicle for 3 years and 
we can choose to pay $1 after the third year and we own it.  Alderman Edwards motioned to lease one police car not to 
exceed $15,000 and Alderwoman Bommer seconded.  Motion passed.   
 



Alderman McGowan stated we must do strategic planning. He finds it troublesome we are having this conversation right 
after doing our budget.  McGowan stated we need to be more purposeful in budgeting and planning – particularly in our 
General Fund.   
 
Mayor Hanson stated he has already been in strategic planning discussions and will bring that to the committee next 
month.  Hanson stated we are still making payments on the pension deficit, as well as the biomass facility, and have just 
started with the Flatiron settlement.  He went on to say that over the years, he feels our money hasn’t been put in the 
right places and that is what has caused us to be in the financial situation we are today – including a dilapidated police 
facility and fleet of vehicles.   
 
Item #3 – Mayor has checked with MAAG (Memphis Area Association of Governments) for architecture/engineering 
services and Ralph Moore, Director, said they do not provide those services.  Pat Harcourt of A2H presented a master 
contract proposal to the committee for A2H to be the contracted facility for engineering/architecture services, such as 
the drawings of police facilities he provided.  Alderwoman Bommer motioned to approve A2H for contracted services 
and Alderman Edwards seconded.  Motion passed 
 
#4 Aires Energy has asked for a lease extension for 6 more months.  Mayor Hanson reported we have monthly 
conference calls with Aires Energy, formerly PHG who sold the biomass plant to Covington in 2012, and they want to 
extend their lease to continue research and experimentation.  Mayor Hanson wants to sell it and has asked the company 
to buy it back, or help him sell it.   Attorney Witherington stated there is a reason the company is leasing this property 
from us for $10,000 a month and she feels we should allow them to continue their research and experimentation on our 
site.  Chairman Sullivan motioned to approve the lease and Alderwoman Bommer seconded.  Motion passed.   
 
With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Calling for Volunteer Firefighters….. 
The Covington Fire Department has received a grant to recruit volunteer firefighters. In this 

grant, we are instructed to have interested individuals go to www.VolunteerFireTN.org or call 

1-844-865-8366 to register. Here they will be logged and contacted when we are ready to 

proceed with the class.  

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.volunteerfiretn.org/
http://www.volunteerfiretn.org/


Covington High School 

FFA WINS AT  

STATE LEVEL 

 

 

The Covington Future Farmers of America chapter was awarded the Outstanding Chapter Award on June 7. 

More than 200 students, advisors and guests attended what was the sixth week of the 2017 Leadership Training 

Camp offered to Tennessee FFA members. 

Covington FFA competed in several contests including Quiz Bowl, Extemporaneous Speaking Competition, 

and Quiz Contest. They earned third place in Quiz Bowl, team members include Averi Cole, Madison Johnson, 

John Travis Turner, and Tommy Flanagan. Averi Cole, West Tennessee FFA Regional Vice-President, won 

Quiz Contest, earned second place in the Extemporaneous Speaking Competition, and served as the Camp 

Council Reporter. Members achieved 11 leadership certificates, and Coltin Clay was named Best Athlete. 

To win outstanding chapter, members must be active in specialty classes, officer classes, team sports, camp 

activities, have majority of their members earn Gold Leadership Award level and have one member to be a 

Camp Council representative. WAY TO GO CHS FFA! See more in The Leader.   

 

 

 

http://www.covingtonleader.com/news/education/chs-ffa-wins-at-state-leadership-camp/article_36892250-680e-11e7-83e2-4ff4ea6576d8.html
http://www.covingtonleader.com/news/education/chs-ffa-wins-at-state-leadership-camp/article_36892250-680e-11e7-83e2-4ff4ea6576d8.html


Governor Haslam Presents Check in Person 
TCAT-Covington is the recipient of a $3.26 million dollar  

Community Development Block Grant for Expansion 

A large crowd gathered (below R) at the Covington TCAT campus Wednesday morning to welcome Governor 

Haslam and hear about the local college receiving a grant for expansion, which was applied for by Tipton 

County.  It was smiles all around as (L-R) Representative Debra Moody, Mayor Justin Hanson, Governor 

Haslam, TCAT Director Youlanda Jones, Flora Tydings with the Tennessee Board of Regents, Ted Townsend 

with the Tennessee Economic & Community Development Department and County Executive Jeff Huffman 

pose with the giant check.  Read more about it on the Tennessee Board of Regents website.   

 
 

  
Mayor Hanson stated that it was an honor to welcome Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam to the Tennessee 

College of Applied Technology - Covington campus.  Gov. Haslam was here to present a $3.26 million 

Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development Community Development Block Grant 

check for the expansion of the TCAT Campus. The expansion will enhance the nursing program at the school. 

This grant was applied for by Tipton County Executive Jeff Huffman and Tipton County Government, who also 

appropriated matching funds for this expansion. 

 

Thank you Tipton County and 
Congratulations TCAT! 

https://www.tbr.edu/news/on-campus/tcat-covington-will-build-new-healthcare-training-facility-grants-announced-gov#.WW-mKhehCh0.facebook


City of Covington hosts LifeBlood 

  
Mayor Justin Hanson (L) and Covington Aquatic Center Director Liz Stambaugh (R) were two of 14 

who donated blood at Covington City Hall July 17.  The LifeBlood donation bus is scheduled to be back 

at City Hall on September 19 from 9:00 - 2:00 and again on December 14 from 9:00 – 2:00.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lifeblood.org/


City of Covington is Making Final Decisions for 

Implementing Frazier Park TDOT Grant 

 
Mayor Hanson is joined by Public Works Director David Gray, A2H Engineer Michael Shelton, Jason 

Dietrich, also with A2H, Codes Enforcement Officer Lessie Fisher, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, and 

Parks and Recreation Director Joseph Mack for some final decisions before the TDOT Frazier Project 

begins.  The grant of over $800,000 will add ADA accessible sidewalks, crosswalks, and lighting through 

Frazier Park, as well as improve drainage in this area.   

 

 

 

https://www.tn.gov/


SAVE THE DATE! 

 July 22 - Intro to Genealogy at Tipton County Museum – 10:30 – scroll down for more info…. 

 July 22 – Broadway Night at the Ruffin Theater in Covington – 7:00 pm 

 July 24-28 – ART CAMP for ages 10+ – click here to register 

 July 25 - Coffee with the Mayor – Sookie’s Bake Shop on the Square – 7:30 – 9:00 

 July 29 – Celebrate 40 years of swimming in Covington!  Covington Aquatic Center, 750 Bert 

Johnston Ave.  11:00 – 1:00.  FREE and OPEN to the PUBLIC.  Refreshments served.   

 August 02 – Tipton County Schools - Student Registration – ½ day for students 

 August 04 – Submit art for FRESH children’s summer art contest – scroll down for more info….. 

 August 05 – School Supply Drive – Boys and girls Club – 10:00 – 2:00 scroll down for info….. 

 August 07 – Tipton County Schools - Students first full day 

 August 10 - DSCC Open House and New Student Orientation – 2:00 – 4:00 – JNC – Covington 

 August 12 – Van Gough art class for Kids – 10 am – noon – Tipton County Museum…scroll down…. 

 August 15 – Extended deadline for nominations to the Tipton County Sports Hall of Fame.   

 August 18  - Navy Day on Museum grounds 

 August 19 – Isaac Hayes Day in Frazier Park.  Music, family fun & games, food, and vendors. 

FREE and OPEN to the Public.  10:00 – 5:00 

 August 21 – Solar Eclipse!  Scroll down for more information………… 

 August 22 – DSCC Open House and New Student Orientation – 2:00 – 4:00 – JNC – Covington 

 August 25 – DSCC Golf Tournament - Contact DSCC at 731-286-3349 for rules and regulations 

 September 19 – LifeBlood at Covington City Hall – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 September 22 – Local author Helen Henderson will sign her books at the Tipton County Museum 

 

 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com  

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 
 

The Tipton County Museum is pleased to announce that local author Helen Henderson has her 

books for sale in the Museum Gift Shop, Gioiello.  Helen is a former feature-story writer and 

correspondent, and has written fiction for as long as she can remember.  She has six of her 

books for sale in the gift shop, which includes the Dragshi Chronicles and the Windmaster 

novels.  You will be able to meet her in person on September 22 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 

museum for their Gift Shop Gala.  She will be on hand to answer questions and sign her book. 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

https://tms.ezfacility.com/OnlineRegistrations/Register.aspx?CompanyID=5427&GroupID=1848820
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.tipton-county.com/
https://www.bgchrr.com/
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/tipton_county_sports_hall_of_fame_nomination_form_and_rules.pdf
http://www.lifeblood.org/
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 



 



 

 



 



 
 
 



 



DSCC to Host 2017 Ed Lannom, Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament 
Participants could win $1,000,000*, free rounds of golf and more! 

 
Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) is set to host the 2017 Ed Lannom, Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament Friday 
afternoon, Aug. 25, at The Farms Golf Club in Dyersburg. The DSCC athletic department sponsors this annual event with 
proceeds benefiting athletic scholarships and program needs. The tournament will begin with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. 
 
“The DSCC golf tournament is one of the premier benefit tournaments in Dyer County,” stated Jason Roberts, member 
of last year’s winning team. “The College does a great job putting it on and making sure participants are taken care of. I 
encourage everyone to form a team and participate in this event. Your support will directly benefit athletic scholarships 
and programs at DSCC.” 
 
In addition to the College Cup, participants have the chance to win cash prizes in various contests including a putting 
contest, a hole-in-one contest, a longest drive contest and a closest-to-the-pin contest. Dr. Karen Bowyer, president of 
DSCC, will serve as “Celebrity Putter” to give players one more chance to make that par, birdie or eagle putt. Back by 
popular demand will be the “Eagle Swing” in which golfers purchase a chance for a member of DSCC’s Baseball or 
Softball team to take the first swing from the tee box on the #14. The Farms Golf Club will again sponsor the opportunity 
for the top two winners of the closest-to-the-pin contest to become $1 million richer by hitting a hole-in-one. In 
addition, everyone who registers and pays to play by Wednesday, Aug. 23, will be entered into a drawing to win four 
free rounds of golf at The Farms Golf Club. Door prizes will be awarded at the end of the tournament. 
 
Tommy Allmon and Patrick Williams will serve as tournament co-directors this year. “DSCC is such an asset to our city, 
county and all of northwest Tennessee,” stated Allmon. “The annual Ed Lannom, Jr. Memorial golf tournament is a great 
opportunity to support the student athletes at Dyersburg State. It has always been an enjoyable tournament to play in 
and we are looking forward to another successful event in August.” 
 
The cost for a team of four is $400 and includes a catered lunch between 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Cash prizes will be awarded 
to first, second and third place teams in two flights. Members of DSCC’s cheer, baseball, softball and basketball teams 
will be soliciting local businesses for door prizes and sponsorships over the next month.  
 
Registration forms are available in the DSCC Office of Institutional Advancement located in the Eller Administration 
Building and at The Farms Golf Club. They are also available electronically at www.dscc.edu or by contacting 731-286-
3349 or clay@dscc.edu. 
 
*Awarded by National Hole-in-One Association®. Must be present to win. Contact DSCC at 731-286-3349 for rules and regulations. 
 

Last year’s winning team was the City 

of Newbern, which included team 

members Jason Roberts, Scotty 

Schultheis, Glenn Thurman and Zach 

Walden. They were awarded the 

coveted crystal College Cup that has 

been on display at City Hall in Newbern 

for the past year.  
  

 

 

mailto:clay@dscc.edu


 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwtPfImJbVAhVK3IMKHREFC_wQjRwIBw&url=https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-101&psig=AFQjCNFdlzevYgTF-VkDph1YG6Rz0iA17w&ust=1500582725129977


August is National Health Center Month 
Celebrating 50 years of increasing Access to Affordable, Cost Effective, High Quality Care 

For the last 50 years, community health centers have delivered comprehensive, high-quality preventive and primary health 

care to patients regardless of their ability to pay. In 1965, the Health Center Program started with just two clinics—today, 

there are over 1,300 health centers serving nearly 23 million medically underserved individuals.  

In 50 years, community health centers have become the provider of choice for essential primary care services for millions 

of Americans, including some of the nation’s most vulnerable populations. By overcoming geographic, linguistic, cultural 

and socioeconomic barriers to care, health centers provide a medical home to one in fourteen people living in the United 

States.  

Health centers nationwide are meeting some of the highest standards of care. In 2014, 98% of all health centers met or 

exceeded at least one national benchmark goal for quality of care. As they have been for the past 50 years, health centers 

are leaders in improving the health of millions of people in thousands of communities across the nation. 

 

Stanton Health Center will hold an event  
Wednesday, August 9th from 11 am- 1 pm. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://healthcenterweek.org/


 
 

 



 



 
To sponsor kids for summer camp, please contact Parks and Recreation Director Joseph Mack 

at 901-476-3734 or email jmack@covingtontn.com 

 

TO REGISTER for a summer camp, please click here 

 

 

mailto:jmack@covingtontn.com
http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html


 
 

 

 



 

 



Coffee with the Mayor 

Please join Mayor Hanson for coffee and 

conversation on the following dates from 7:30 – 9:00 

 

Tuesday, August 8     Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, August 22     Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, September 05                Sookies Bake Shop on the Square 

Tuesday, September 19            Sookies Bake Shop on the Square              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
click anywhere above to link to Tipton County Schools calendar 

 
 
 

 

https://1.cdn.edl.io/stYZfgYBIaF0c6Lq2BpzdyeNjooovMGiRLEspvibV8xRetJN.pdf


 

              Stop by and find out what's in season at the 

               Covington Court Square Farmers Market!               

   The Covington Court Square Farmers Market is open                   
 

 Tuesdays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 Thursdays 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
 Saturdays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

 
          Those interested in becoming a Farmers Market Vendor can call 
           901 476 9727 or email lauren@covington-tiptoncochamber.com       

 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:lauren@covington-tiptoncochamber.com


 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 

Tipton Family Association sets October 

date to meet in Covington.   

 

Plan to join in for this historical 

conference about Tipton County 

from the decedents of General 

Jacob Tipton 

Y’all Come to Tipton County, Tennessee! 
The date is set. Plans and arrangements have been made! The 2017 meeting is taking 

place on October 7th in the Tipton County Public Library, Building C on the campus of the 

Dyersburg Community College at 3149 Highway 51 South in Covington, TN. With the 

assistance of Susan Cheairs, Director of the Library, and a scheduled welcome from Dr. Karen 

Bowyer, President of the College, the meeting place is reserved.  

The Tipton Family Association of America invites all TFAA members to come to 

Covington. Tipton County borders Shelby County, Tennessee to the north. Memphis is in 

Shelby County making a major US airport convenient to the meeting place. Meeting in 

Covington also makes it convenient for TFAA members in Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, and 

states west of the Mississippi River who might come by auto as well as those to the east.  

Driving from Interstate 40 in Memphis to Covington takes approximately one hour.  

For information about travel accommodations or other matters when visiting Covington,  

Contact the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce at Post Office Box 683, 

Covington, Tennessee 38019 or by phone at 901-476-9727 or online at www.covington-

tiptoncochamber.com 

 

 
 

http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/tipton_family.pdf
http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/


The Library Corner 

 

 

 

FREE MOVIES AND REFRESHMENTS AT OUR LIBRARY 
CHECK THESE SELECTIONS OUT FOR MAY 

 
 

http://tiptoncountylibrary.com/


 

What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 
 

The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 
 

Presents 

Introduction to Oil Painting 
With Mike Elkins 

 

September 2 & September 9, 2017, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 
In this workshop, award winning artist Mike Elkins will introduce participants to the 
fundamentals of oil painting, including grades of oil paint, color theory, “fat on lean” rule, 
applications, and more!  Each day Mike will cover the fundamentals of oil painting, give easy 
to understand demonstrations, and lead the class in creating a beautiful painting.  All 
materials will be provided, as well as a catered lunch.  This workshop is available to all 
people ages 14 and up, regardless of their residency, and no previous art experience 
required! 
 
Mike will cover the basics both days, so if you can only attend one day, that’s not a problem! 
 

Fee:  $50 per day for Museum Members, $70 per day for Non-Members 
 
The workshop will be held in the conference room of the Tipton County Museum, which is 
located at 751 Bert Johnston Ave. in Covington, Tennessee.  Their phone number is (901) 
476-0242. 
 
Space is limited, so please register early!  To secure your spot in this course, complete the 
registration form and mail it, along with your check or money order to:  

 

The Tipton County Museum 

P.O. Box 768 

Covington, TN  38019 

(901) 476-0242 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY


Participant’s Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________________State:  ____________Zip:  _____________ 

 

Daytime Phone:  __________________________Email:  _________________________ 

 

Age:  _______Sex:  ______ County of Residence:  ____________________________ 

 

Race:   ______ White             ______ Black or African American      

           ______American Indian or Alaskan Native              ______ Asian 

  ______ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

  ______ Hispanic or Latino 

 

A person with a disability is defined by the ADA as a person having a physical or mental 

impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a person who has a 

history or record of such an impairment, or a person who is perceived by others as having 

such an impairment. 

 

Do you have a disability?  ______ Yes            ______No 

            

Please register me for “Introduction to Oil Painting” on: 

 

September 2 ______     September 9   _______   Both Days:  _________ 

 

Enclosed is my check: 

For 1 workshop day: 

    ____$50 - I AM a Member         ____ $70 – I am NOT a Member 

 

____ $75 – Register me for the workshop AND sign me up as an       

                           Individual/Military/Senior Member (circle one). 

For both workshop days: 

 ____$100 - I AM a Member ____$140 – I am NOT a Member 

 

 ____$125 – Register me for the workshop AND sign me up as an 

           Individual/Military/Senior Member (circle one) 
 
 



Master Gardeners work on Museum Grounds 

 
Saturday, July 15, the Tipton County Master Gardeners worked in the herb garden at the Tipton County Museum.  They 

weeded the beds and planted more flowers to attract pollinators.  The dill plants have several black swallowtail 
caterpillars on them, which is a great sign!  They are beautiful and thriving!  Thank you, Tipton County Master 

Gardeners, for all your efforts! 

 
 



Mississippi Group visits Tipton County Museum 

 
                On Saturday, July 15, 53 people from Christians United from Tillatoba, Mississippi, toured the Tipton County 
Museum, including Ms. Hattye Yarbrough’s exhibit.  Ms. Hattye was on hand to tell her stories and answer 
questions.   The tour group included folks as young as six years old.   Afterwards they went to Billings Bald Butcher for 
lunch, and Ms. Hattye joined them there as well.  It was a great visit! 

 



 
Artist Series for Kids: 

Vincent van Gogh 

 

Saturday, August 12, 2017 from 10 a.m. until noon.  Program Fee is $20 for Museum Members, $25 

General Public.  Sibling Discount:  $15 for Members, $20 General Public.  Ages 10 and up.  A snack 

will be provided. 

 

Tipton County Museum Director Barrie Foster will introduce Vincent van Gogh to your children!  The 

children will learn where van Gogh was born and raised, and that he only sold one painting in his 

lifetime!  They will then paint one of van Gogh’s own paintings in oil pastels.  All materials will be 

furnished.   

 

Contact the Museum for Membership information or any questions (901) 476-0242. 

Complete form below to register now 

 

 

 



To secure your spot in the Van Gough kids workshop, complete the registration form and mail it, 

along with your check or money order to:  The Tipton County Museum, P.O. Box 768, Covington, TN  

38019. 

 

Registrations must be received August 2, 2017. 

Space is limited, so please register early! 

 
Detach and Mail with Your Payment 

“Vincent van Gogh” with Director Barrie Foster 

Saturday, August 12, 2017 
 

Child/Children’s Name & Age: _________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________________State:  ____________Zip:  ________________ 

 

Food allergies:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone:  __________________________Email:  ____________________________ 

 

Please register my child for “Vincent van Gogh”. Enclosed is my check.   The fee is $20 Member rate 

and $25 Nonmember rate for the first child, and $15 Member rate and $20 Nonmember rate for 

each sibling.  If you are not a member and would like to sign up now, please add $25 for your 

Museum Membership. 

  

Make Checks payable to:  Tipton County Museum 

P.O. Box 768, Covington, TN  38019 

(901) 476-0242 

 



 

 

 

 



Reception Held for July Veteran of the Month 

James Daniel Harden 

 
 

 
July Veteran of the Month James Harden was honored 

at the Tipton County Museum, Veteran’s Memorial, 

and Nature Trail among family, friends, and fellow 

veterans.  Tipton County Veteran’s Council President 

Kathy Desjarlais and Museum Director Barrie Foster 

presented Harden with a certificate (above right). 

Mayor Hanson (above) was also on hand to pay 

tribute.  Mr. Harden thanked Brownie troop 13804 

who provided refreshments for the event (right). 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXp6PzjoTVAhUY0IMKHS_MDbgQjRwIBw&url=http://upperallenfire.com/wp/?attachment_id%3D6587&psig=AFQjCNEZ4IUsIa5PwNABN7o_Vywb3iSUwg&ust=1499961668545031


The Tipton County Veterans 
Council and the Tipton 

County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature 

Center 
Veteran of the Month for July, 2017 

James Daniel Harden 
 

James Daniel Hardin enlisted in the U.S. Navy on October 10, 1982.  His plan to join the Army was thwarted by 
the Army recruiter being out to lunch; however, the Navy recruiter was there and before the hour had passed 
he was a sailor.  Bootcamp was at San Diego followed by A-School at Millington.  He was stationed in New 
Orleans with VA-204, working on weapons & radar systems in A-7 corsairs.  Next came Dallas Naval Air Station 
with VA-201’s F-14 Tom Cats where he also supported a Marine Corps Squadron of F-4 Phantoms.  Finally he 
was sent back to Millington to help support a P-3 Orion squadron.  Subsequent tours included work in law 
enforcement and physical security, detainee operations, convoy operations, and as an instructor in Force 
Protection.   
 
After twelve years active duty, Jim got out for a year before coming back in as a reservist in December of 1995.  
As an active duty reservist, he was privileged to serve onboard the USS Lexington (CV-16) (the same ship on 
which his grandfather served in World War II), the USS Forrestal (CV-59), and USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN–
69) as well as in various other locations with his squadrons.  After September 11, 2001, he was recalled to 
active duty three times.  In October 2001 he was sent to Texas to train reservists.  February 2003 found him in 
La Maddalena, Italy, working security, force protection, and harbor security.  He then deployed to Iraq in 2008 
as part of a joint taskforce operation with the U.S. Army Military Police.  He was stationed at FOB Camp Bucca, 
near Basra with an Army Airborne Division    
 
During his 25 years of service he earned more than twenty medals and badges, including two Navy 
Commendations, one Army Commendation, two Navy Achievement Medals, one Army Achievement Medal, 
Global War on Terror Expeditionary Medal, and Iraqi Liberation Medal.  He retired from the United Sates Navy 
in 2009 and continues to serve his country and fellow Veterans through his work at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.   
 
He and his wife Debbie have been married 38 years.  They have 3 children, 8 grandchildren, and a 9th 
grandchild due in August 2017.  He and Debbie are members of First Baptist Church in Covington where he is 
an ordained Deacon and has taught Sunday school.  He is a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and is 
a former member of the American Legion.  He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by Andy Dunavant. 
        

 
 
 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php

