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Tipton County Schools Earn Advance Ed Recommendation 
The Tipton County school system has been granted accreditation through the nonprofit organization known as 

AdvancED. AdvancED was formed in 2006 by the merger of the Commission on Accreditation and School 

Improvement of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools and the Council on Accreditation and 

School Improvement of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 

The organization provides accreditation services to more than 32,000 institutions serving 20 million students 

worldwide. School accreditation is important because it helps improve academic quality while providing public 

accountability.  

 

Each Tipton County school went through a rigorous, on-site external review that took more than a year with 

performance being measured by AdvancEDôs Index of Education Quality. 

Areas of focus included teaching and learning impact, leadership capacity and resource utilization. 

The school system was graded on each category and scored well above the AdvancED network average of 

278.94 with an overall score off 299.19. The review team unanimously recommended Tipton County School 

System for accreditation.  

 

The External Review Team for AdvancED visited each school and spoke with 184 people including board 

members, teachers, principals, parents and students. 

ñIt was an honor to be a part of the accreditation process,ò said The Leaderôs managing editor Echo Day. ñMy 

children have been in Tipton County Schools since 2006 and I believe this district to be a phenomenal asset for, 

not just my family, but for all Tipton County families.ò Ms. Day was on the panel representing CIAA. Mayor 

Justin Hanson also participated on one of the community committees for Covington High School.  Hanson 

stated, ñThis accreditation validates what we already know ï that Tipton County schools are full of excellent 

teachers, students, and administrators getting the job done every day.ò Director of Tipton County Schools Dr. 

Buddy Bibb said, ñWe are very pleased the external review team recommends to the AdvancED Accreditation 

Commission that the Tipton County School System earn the distinction of accreditation by AdvanceED,ò  

  

There are sixteen schools in the Tipton County system.  Those in Covington are Crestview Elementary, 

Crestview Middle, Covington Integrated Arts Academy, Covington High School, Tipton County Alternative 

Learning Center, and Teen Learning Center.   

 

 

http://www.advanc-ed.org/services/all/accreditation
http://www.tipton-county.com


EDGE Conference with Women in Business Luncheon 

 
Above, decorations were beautiful, food was delicious, 

keynote was fantastic, service was phenomenal, and 

company was great at the Covington-Tipton County 

Chamber of Commerceôs EDGE (Encouraging, 

Developing and Gaining Excellence) Conference with 

Women in Business Luncheon. Men comprised the wait 

staff and kept the women happy with great service. 

District Attorney General Mike Dunavant refills a tea 

glass (right). Chamber Executive Director Maleia Evans 

(below L) welcomed the guests and introduced keynote 

speaker Landy Fuqua (below R). Sherri Bailey and Oma 

Fiedler were named as the Outstanding Business Women 

of the Year.   

 

 

 
There were 153 women from local businesses in 

attendance on Tuesday with approximately 110 attending 

Wednesday. Keynote speaker Landy Fuqua made the 

crowd laugh with humbling stories on self-esteem and 

facing one's fears.  

 

 



Mayor Hanson attends Local Government Planning Advisory 

Committee meeting in Nashville 
Governor Bill Haslam named Mayor Justin Hanson to the Tennessee Local Government Planning 

Advisory Committee last year.  Mayor Hanson traveled to Nashville this week to participate in one of 

the meetings.  While there, he had the pleasure of talking with Representative Debra Moody (L) and 

Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris.  

 

 

 
 

 

  
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Public Safety Committee was held on April 25 in Covington City Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room. Present were  Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman C.H. 
Sullivan, Alderman Jere Hadley, CPD Chief Buddy Lewis, CFD Assistant Chief Richard Griggs, CPW Director David Gray, 
Personnel Director Tiny Barton, Parks and Rec Director Joseph Mack, Codes Enforcement Officer Lessie Fisher, Recorder-
Treasurer Tina Dunn, Mayor Justin Hanson, Assistant to the Mayor Sara Gangaware, Echo Day, Margaret Fleming, and 
officers Andrew Hefner, Johnathon Lightsey, Greg Templeton, and officers in training James Robertson, and James 
Colbert.   
 
McGowan called meeting to order at 1:00 with a quorum present.   
 
Assistant Chief Richard Griggs CFD: 

¶ 5 individuals submitted application for promotion to Lieutenant ς testing will be conducted in June. 

¶ Tanker-Pumper Apparatus Committee went to Madison County and Tiptonville to look at Tankers-Pumpers - we 

are on track to have apparatus ordered shortly after the new budget year 

¶ Volunteer Hours ς 220 hours worked by volunteers in the month of March 

¶ Activity Report from March 29 through April 23, 2017 includes response to 222 calls including, but not limited 

to: 

o 34 sick parties 

o 21 respiratory distress/difficulty breathing 

o 19 fire alarms 

o 17 falls 

o 12 medical alarms 

Alderwoman Bommer motioned to aŎŎŜǇǘ DǊƛƎƎǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ aŀȅƻǊ Iŀƴǎƻƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 

https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/45849
https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/45849


Chief Buddy Lewis CPD: 

¶ 1st quarter stats: 

o Responded to 6593 calls 

o Made 282 Arrests 

o Issued 440 Citations 

¶ Introduced new officers: 

o James Robertson 

o James Colbert 

o  Jonathan Lightsey 

¶ Repair update on building ς electrical repairs on current facility begin on May 8. Gas meter has been shut off.   

¶ Upcoming Events ς Serving luncheon at EDGE conference (Women in Business Luncheon) Wednesday 

¶ Coffee with a Cop ς CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ тΥлл ς 9:00 ς serving coffee and interacting with 

customers.  

¶ National Drug Take-back ς Saturday morning ς /t5 ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƛƴ άǘŀƪŜ-ōŀŎƪέ ōƻȄΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜ 

way to dispose of old prescriptions.   

¶ Fallen Heroes Memorial Service May 4 at 9:30 at MemƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ aŜƳǇƘƛǎΦ  [ƻŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 

office May 12 at noon ς all invited.   

¶ Video ς FBI produced ς The Coming StormΧƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  /ƘƛŜŦ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 

special response team trains regularly and intends to expand that at Sportsplex for physical training aspect.  

Lewis thanked committee for allowing him to move forward with a special response team.  McGowan asked if 

CPD and CFD have participated in any joint training, and Lewis stated they are in the process of setting that up at 

this time.  Lewis reported that training is going very well, and he stressed the importance of training together 

ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ ŘŜǇǘΦ  Iŀƴǎƻƴ ƳƻǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ /ƘƛŜŦ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ !ƭŘŜǊǿƻƳŀƴ .ƻƳƳŜǊ 

seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

 

 

Atoka Attorney Kasey Culbreath and  
Dr. Terri Maddox of DSCC among  
²Ŝǎǘ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΩǎ нл aƻǎǘ LƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

Women with Sterling Award 
 

     Dr. Teri Maddox, vice president for the College at Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC), was 

recently presented the Sterling Award as one of West Tennesseeôs most influential women. Maddox was 

presented the award April 4 inside the J. Walter Barnes Conference Center at Jackson General Hospital in 

Jackson, TN.  

     Maddoxôs nomination was based on her leadership and drive to improve educational offerings to students in 

West Tennessee. She organized DSCCôs first Agriculture Appreciation Banquet, which promoted a partnership 

between DSCC and UT Martin. Maddox has also led initiatives to introduce cultural experiences to the DSCC 

community including several concerts by the Brock McGuire Irish Band and Duo Guitiano. She has been 

instrumental in offering classes at the Northwest Tennessee Correctional Complex in which 25 inmates are 

currently taking college classes that will lead to a degree in Business Administration. The initiative to educate 

inmates was based on the fact that those who obtain a degree in prison are less likely to become repeat 

offenders. 

     Maddox has led DSCC faculty through initiatives such as using a co-requisite model to offer learning 

support in mathematics and writing and implementing learning communities to improve student success.  

She maintains close contact with faculty and staff at DSCCôs three locations in West Tennessee and offers 

assistance in improving teaching that she observes in the classrooms. 



     Attorney Kasey A. Culbreath of Atoka, Tennessee, was also chosen one of the 20 Most Influential Women 

in Tennessee.  Mr. Culbreath is well known for her efforts working as an attorney in Tipton County, and her 

practice focuses primarily on family law and related issues.  Kasey is a member of the Tennessee Bar 

Association and the Tipton County Bar Association.  She is also a member of the House of Delegates for the 

Tennessee Bar Association, and part of the Class of 2017 Tennessee Bar Association Leadership Law program.   

Kasey is married to Adam Culbreath, a Tipton County Sheriffôs deputy, and has two daughters. 

     The Sterling Awards were created in 2010 in a partnership between The Jackson Sun and Jackson Area 

Business and Professional Women. Since then, 20 women have been honored each year, chosen by a Board of 

Selectors from around 80 nominations annually. The main attribute that qualifies a woman to win a Sterling 

Award is action for the betterment of all, which is key in West Tennessee communities. These women shape 

their towns and communities with public policy, fundraising, government leadership, involvement in education, 

health care and the arts. 

     The winners were considered outstanding in the categories of government and public service, small business 

and/or entrepreneur, business and technology, service (community/nonprofit), education, labor and 

manufacturing, health care, legal and other fields. 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Terri Maddox  

 
Attorney Kasey Culbreath 

The winners are: Brownsville: Arlisa Armstrong, area director, USDA Rural Development.; Savannah, Carolyn Blakney, vice-

president, CB&S Bank; Atoka, Kasey Culbreath, attorney-at-law, Kasey A. Culbreath, P.C.; Union City, Jenny Kirkland, board chair 

of Robert E. and Jenny D. Kirkland Foundation and The Promethean Foundation; Dyersburg, Judy Long, president and CEO of First 

Citizens National Bank; Selmer, LaShell Moore, pre-kindergarten teacher, McNairy County Schools; Henderson, Renee Phelps, 

customer service representative, Clayton Bank & Trust Co.; Lexington, Sandy Stanfill, lead off -campus director at Jackson State 

Community College, Lexington Center, and Ginger Terry, Farmspace Systems, public relations director.  

Other winners include: Elaine Christian, past president, Jackson-Madison County Library Foundation Board; Dr. Amy Dietrich, 

retired associate professor, University of Memphis; Kathleen Honeycutt, director, Health, Sanitation, Animal Control, City of Jackson; 

Abby Lackey, associate professor, Jackson State Community College, founder, Heavenôs Cradle; Tawanika McKinney, State of TN 

Fiscal Director, Henning.; Dr. Teri Maddox, vice-president for Dyersburg State Community College; Susan Oliver, First Lady, Union 

University, United Way Ambassador; Debra Owen, attorney, Jackson, Shields, Yeiser and Holt; Helen Owens, assistant professor, 

Lane College. Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority national president; Darlette Samuels, Chief of Staff, Lane College; Laura Williams, 

attorney, Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell, PLC.  

 
Drop off unused or expired medication at your local police department! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjsk7D_6sfTAhUY92MKHSv_BKMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wixomgov.org%2FHome%2FComponents%2FCalendar%2FEvent%2F874%2F18&psig=AFQjCNF4hR2qvY-Ea91DsQpSiMAdWDV5FQ&ust=1493492409881475


TCAT Covington will be represented at National Competition 

 

Students at Tennessee College of Applied 

Technology (TCAT) in Covington recently competed 

in the state championships in Chattanooga, winning 

gold and bronze medals for their efforts. 

The annual Tennessee SkillsUSA conference was a 

showcase of career and technical education students 

where more than 2,000 outstanding career and 

technical education students competed in their 

technical and leadership fields. 

Taylor Kelley won gold in the Tennessee SkillsUSA 

competition in customer service. Casey Poole won 

bronze in computer numerical control turning 

specialist.  

Kelley will represent TCAT Covington in nationals 

held in Louisville, Ky. in June. 

 

Dyersburg State Community College Nurses Attended TNA in Nashville 

 
On April 5, 92 Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) Nursing students  

and faculty members attended the Tennessee Nurses Association (TNA)  

Legislative Summit for Nurses Day on Capitol Hill in Nashville, TN 

 

 



 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  April 21, 2017 
Contact: Amy Finch, Director of Public Information, 731-
286-3347  
Dyersburg State Community College 

DSCC to Host Minecraft Summer Camps for Kids 
     Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will host Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)-
based Minecraft Camps for kids ages 10-15, June 5-9 at the Jimmy Naifeh Center in Tipton County and June 19-26 at 
the Dyersburg campus from 1-5 p.m. each day.  
     The camps will teach basic skills such as controls, crafting, building, digging and attacking, along with advanced skills 
such as building villages and using critical thinking and problem-solving skills to survive challenging obstacles.  
     The cost for each camp is $100 per child and includes instructional supplies and snacks.  
Registration is available online at https://registration.xenegrade.com/dscc. Those who wish to register in person may do 
so by visiting the Security Bank Community Learning Center on the Dyersburg campus.  
     The deadline to register for the Minecraft Camp at the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County is May 29, 2017, while 
the deadline to register for the Dyersburg camp is June 12, 2017. For more information and alternative registration 
options, call 731-286-3265. 
 
 

Dyersburg State Announces Dates for College for Kids Summer Program 
 
Dyersburg, Tennessee ς Dyersburg State Community CollegeΩǎ (DSCC) Division of Continuing Education will offer its 
annual College for Kids summer program at all three DSCC locations from 9 a.m. - noon ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ Ψ/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǊ Kids ς Something to Tweet !ōƻǳǘΗΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ages four years through sixth grade.  
 
The program will be held on the Dyersburg campus June 12-16, with the registration deadline set for June 7. College for 
Kids will also be held at the DSCC Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC) at Tipton County June 26-30. The registration deadline for 
the JNC location is June 21. The DSCC Gibson County Center will host the program July 10-14, with the registration 
deadline set for July 5.  
 
Children in upcoming grades first through sixth will have the opportunity to preselect three classes that interest them. 
Depending on the location, classes may include Arts and Crafts, Computer Craze, Creative Cakes, Dance and Cheer, 
Learning Legos, Light it Up with Circuits, Science Skills, Sports Training, Tae Kwon Do Tricks and Trash to Treasure. 
Children age four through kindergarten may enroll in the pre-designed Summertime Fun classes, which include Tiny Tot 
Dance and Exercise, Creations in Arts and Crafts, and Story Time. 
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Covington High School FFA Placed in West TN Agriculture Competition 

 
Covington High School FFA recently placed in the West TN Agriculture Mechanics competitions at Haywood 

County High School.  The lower agriculture mechanics team finished first in the region after going up against 

12 other high schools.  Team members were Hays Honeycutt, Jesse Bryant, John Travis Turner and Eli Patrick. 

The group competed in stud assembly, electrical wiring, tool identification and small engine identification.  The 

upper agriculture mechanics team reported having a good day as well, finishing sixth in the region.   

Nick Kellum, Will Turner, Nathan Oliver, Bailey Black, Ryan Wick, Greg Mullins and Elisha Spitler competed 

in mig welding, three-way switch wiring project, rafter assembly and land measuring. Ag teacher Liz Flanagan 

(right) has been named TENNESSEE AG TEACHER OF THE YEAR !   

 

CHS FFA Poultry Team Placed at State Finals 

 
Covington High FFA placed as the 2017 regional runner-ups at the West TN Poultry Judging Competition held 

at the Obion County Fairgrounds in Union City.  By placing in the top four, the team moved on to the state 

finals at Tennessee Tech University in Cookeville.  Team members had to show their knowledge on broiler 

placement, hen placement, carcass grading and evaluation, interior eggs, exterior eggs, poultry parts, bone-in 

products and boneless poultry products.  Pictured from left to right are Jonathan Merrell, Rallie Williams, 

Quentin Morris, Laura Burns, Tyler Duffin and Elisha Spitler.  


