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Tipton County Schools Earn Advance Ed Recommendation 
The Tipton County school system has been granted accreditation through the nonprofit organization known as 

AdvancED. AdvancED was formed in 2006 by the merger of the Commission on Accreditation and School 

Improvement of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools and the Council on Accreditation and 

School Improvement of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 

The organization provides accreditation services to more than 32,000 institutions serving 20 million students 

worldwide. School accreditation is important because it helps improve academic quality while providing public 

accountability.  

 

Each Tipton County school went through a rigorous, on-site external review that took more than a year with 

performance being measured by AdvancED’s Index of Education Quality. 

Areas of focus included teaching and learning impact, leadership capacity and resource utilization. 

The school system was graded on each category and scored well above the AdvancED network average of 

278.94 with an overall score off 299.19. The review team unanimously recommended Tipton County School 

System for accreditation.  

 

The External Review Team for AdvancED visited each school and spoke with 184 people including board 

members, teachers, principals, parents and students. 

“It was an honor to be a part of the accreditation process,” said The Leader’s managing editor Echo Day. “My 

children have been in Tipton County Schools since 2006 and I believe this district to be a phenomenal asset for, 

not just my family, but for all Tipton County families.” Ms. Day was on the panel representing CIAA. Mayor 

Justin Hanson also participated on one of the community committees for Covington High School.  Hanson 

stated, “This accreditation validates what we already know – that Tipton County schools are full of excellent 

teachers, students, and administrators getting the job done every day.” Director of Tipton County Schools Dr. 

Buddy Bibb said, “We are very pleased the external review team recommends to the AdvancED Accreditation 

Commission that the Tipton County School System earn the distinction of accreditation by AdvanceED,”  

  

There are sixteen schools in the Tipton County system.  Those in Covington are Crestview Elementary, 

Crestview Middle, Covington Integrated Arts Academy, Covington High School, Tipton County Alternative 

Learning Center, and Teen Learning Center.   

 

 

http://www.advanc-ed.org/services/all/accreditation
http://www.tipton-county.com


EDGE Conference with Women in Business Luncheon 

 
Above, decorations were beautiful, food was delicious, 

keynote was fantastic, service was phenomenal, and 

company was great at the Covington-Tipton County 

Chamber of Commerce’s EDGE (Encouraging, 

Developing and Gaining Excellence) Conference with 

Women in Business Luncheon. Men comprised the wait 

staff and kept the women happy with great service. 

District Attorney General Mike Dunavant refills a tea 

glass (right). Chamber Executive Director Maleia Evans 

(below L) welcomed the guests and introduced keynote 

speaker Landy Fuqua (below R). Sherri Bailey and Oma 

Fiedler were named as the Outstanding Business Women 

of the Year.   

 

 

 
There were 153 women from local businesses in 

attendance on Tuesday with approximately 110 attending 

Wednesday. Keynote speaker Landy Fuqua made the 

crowd laugh with humbling stories on self-esteem and 

facing one's fears.  

 

 



Mayor Hanson attends Local Government Planning Advisory 

Committee meeting in Nashville 
Governor Bill Haslam named Mayor Justin Hanson to the Tennessee Local Government Planning 

Advisory Committee last year.  Mayor Hanson traveled to Nashville this week to participate in one of 

the meetings.  While there, he had the pleasure of talking with Representative Debra Moody (L) and 

Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris. 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Public Safety Committee was held on April 25 in Covington City Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room. Present were  Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman C.H. 
Sullivan, Alderman Jere Hadley, CPD Chief Buddy Lewis, CFD Assistant Chief Richard Griggs, CPW Director David Gray, 
Personnel Director Tiny Barton, Parks and Rec Director Joseph Mack, Codes Enforcement Officer Lessie Fisher, Recorder-
Treasurer Tina Dunn, Mayor Justin Hanson, Assistant to the Mayor Sara Gangaware, Echo Day, Margaret Fleming, and 
officers Andrew Hefner, Johnathon Lightsey, Greg Templeton, and officers in training James Robertson, and James 
Colbert.   
 
McGowan called meeting to order at 1:00 with a quorum present.   
 
Assistant Chief Richard Griggs CFD: 

 5 individuals submitted application for promotion to Lieutenant – testing will be conducted in June. 

 Tanker-Pumper Apparatus Committee went to Madison County and Tiptonville to look at Tankers-Pumpers - we 

are on track to have apparatus ordered shortly after the new budget year 

 Volunteer Hours – 220 hours worked by volunteers in the month of March 

 Activity Report from March 29 through April 23, 2017 includes response to 222 calls including, but not limited 

to: 

o 34 sick parties 

o 21 respiratory distress/difficulty breathing 

o 19 fire alarms 

o 17 falls 

o 12 medical alarms 

Alderwoman Bommer motioned to accept Griggs’ report and Mayor Hanson seconded.  Motion passed 

https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/45849
https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/45849


Chief Buddy Lewis CPD: 

 1st quarter stats: 

o Responded to 6593 calls 

o Made 282 Arrests 

o Issued 440 Citations 

 Introduced new officers: 

o James Robertson 

o James Colbert 

o  Jonathan Lightsey 

 Repair update on building – electrical repairs on current facility begin on May 8. Gas meter has been shut off.   

 Upcoming Events – Serving luncheon at EDGE conference (Women in Business Luncheon) Wednesday 

 Coffee with a Cop – Friday morning Covington McDonald’s 7:00 – 9:00 – serving coffee and interacting with 

customers.  

 National Drug Take-back – Saturday morning – CPD will accept and deposit in “take-back” box.  This is the safe 

way to dispose of old prescriptions.   

 Fallen Heroes Memorial Service May 4 at 9:30 at Memorial Park Cemetery in Memphis.  Local service at Sheriff’s 

office May 12 at noon – all invited.   

 Video – FBI produced – The Coming Storm…in reference to an active shooter situation.  Chief Lewis reported his 

special response team trains regularly and intends to expand that at Sportsplex for physical training aspect.  

Lewis thanked committee for allowing him to move forward with a special response team.  McGowan asked if 

CPD and CFD have participated in any joint training, and Lewis stated they are in the process of setting that up at 

this time.  Lewis reported that training is going very well, and he stressed the importance of training together 

with fire and sheriff’s dept.  Hanson motioned to accept Chief Lewis’ report and Alderwoman Bommer 

seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

 

 

Atoka Attorney Kasey Culbreath and  
Dr. Terri Maddox of DSCC among  

West Tennessee’s 20 Most Influential 
Women with Sterling Award 

 

     Dr. Teri Maddox, vice president for the College at Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC), was 

recently presented the Sterling Award as one of West Tennessee’s most influential women. Maddox was 

presented the award April 4 inside the J. Walter Barnes Conference Center at Jackson General Hospital in 

Jackson, TN.  

     Maddox’s nomination was based on her leadership and drive to improve educational offerings to students in 

West Tennessee. She organized DSCC’s first Agriculture Appreciation Banquet, which promoted a partnership 

between DSCC and UT Martin. Maddox has also led initiatives to introduce cultural experiences to the DSCC 

community including several concerts by the Brock McGuire Irish Band and Duo Guitiano. She has been 

instrumental in offering classes at the Northwest Tennessee Correctional Complex in which 25 inmates are 

currently taking college classes that will lead to a degree in Business Administration. The initiative to educate 

inmates was based on the fact that those who obtain a degree in prison are less likely to become repeat 

offenders. 

     Maddox has led DSCC faculty through initiatives such as using a co-requisite model to offer learning 

support in mathematics and writing and implementing learning communities to improve student success.  

She maintains close contact with faculty and staff at DSCC’s three locations in West Tennessee and offers 

assistance in improving teaching that she observes in the classrooms. 



     Attorney Kasey A. Culbreath of Atoka, Tennessee, was also chosen one of the 20 Most Influential Women 

in Tennessee.  Mr. Culbreath is well known for her efforts working as an attorney in Tipton County, and her 

practice focuses primarily on family law and related issues.  Kasey is a member of the Tennessee Bar 

Association and the Tipton County Bar Association.  She is also a member of the House of Delegates for the 

Tennessee Bar Association, and part of the Class of 2017 Tennessee Bar Association Leadership Law program.   

Kasey is married to Adam Culbreath, a Tipton County Sheriff’s deputy, and has two daughters. 

     The Sterling Awards were created in 2010 in a partnership between The Jackson Sun and Jackson Area 

Business and Professional Women. Since then, 20 women have been honored each year, chosen by a Board of 

Selectors from around 80 nominations annually. The main attribute that qualifies a woman to win a Sterling 

Award is action for the betterment of all, which is key in West Tennessee communities. These women shape 

their towns and communities with public policy, fundraising, government leadership, involvement in education, 

health care and the arts. 

     The winners were considered outstanding in the categories of government and public service, small business 

and/or entrepreneur, business and technology, service (community/nonprofit), education, labor and 

manufacturing, health care, legal and other fields. 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Terri Maddox  

 
Attorney Kasey Culbreath 

The winners are: Brownsville: Arlisa Armstrong, area director, USDA Rural Development.; Savannah, Carolyn Blakney, vice-

president, CB&S Bank; Atoka, Kasey Culbreath, attorney-at-law, Kasey A. Culbreath, P.C.; Union City, Jenny Kirkland, board chair 

of Robert E. and Jenny D. Kirkland Foundation and The Promethean Foundation; Dyersburg, Judy Long, president and CEO of First 

Citizens National Bank; Selmer, LaShell Moore, pre-kindergarten teacher, McNairy County Schools; Henderson, Renee Phelps, 

customer service representative, Clayton Bank & Trust Co.; Lexington, Sandy Stanfill, lead off-campus director at Jackson State 

Community College, Lexington Center, and Ginger Terry, Farmspace Systems, public relations director.  

Other winners include: Elaine Christian, past president, Jackson-Madison County Library Foundation Board; Dr. Amy Dietrich, 

retired associate professor, University of Memphis; Kathleen Honeycutt, director, Health, Sanitation, Animal Control, City of Jackson; 

Abby Lackey, associate professor, Jackson State Community College, founder, Heaven’s Cradle; Tawanika McKinney, State of TN 

Fiscal Director, Henning.; Dr. Teri Maddox, vice-president for Dyersburg State Community College; Susan Oliver, First Lady, Union 

University, United Way Ambassador; Debra Owen, attorney, Jackson, Shields, Yeiser and Holt; Helen Owens, assistant professor, 

Lane College. Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority national president; Darlette Samuels, Chief of Staff, Lane College; Laura Williams, 

attorney, Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell, PLC.  

 
Drop off unused or expired medication at your local police department! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjsk7D_6sfTAhUY92MKHSv_BKMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wixomgov.org%2FHome%2FComponents%2FCalendar%2FEvent%2F874%2F18&psig=AFQjCNF4hR2qvY-Ea91DsQpSiMAdWDV5FQ&ust=1493492409881475


TCAT Covington will be represented at National Competition 

 

Students at Tennessee College of Applied 

Technology (TCAT) in Covington recently competed 

in the state championships in Chattanooga, winning 

gold and bronze medals for their efforts. 

The annual Tennessee SkillsUSA conference was a 

showcase of career and technical education students 

where more than 2,000 outstanding career and 

technical education students competed in their 

technical and leadership fields. 

Taylor Kelley won gold in the Tennessee SkillsUSA 

competition in customer service. Casey Poole won 

bronze in computer numerical control turning 

specialist.  

Kelley will represent TCAT Covington in nationals 

held in Louisville, Ky. in June. 

 

Dyersburg State Community College Nurses Attended TNA in Nashville 

 
On April 5, 92 Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) Nursing students  

and faculty members attended the Tennessee Nurses Association (TNA)  

Legislative Summit for Nurses Day on Capitol Hill in Nashville, TN 

 

 



 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  April 21, 2017 
Contact: Amy Finch, Director of Public Information, 731-
286-3347  
Dyersburg State Community College 

DSCC to Host Minecraft Summer Camps for Kids 
     Dyersburg State Community College (DSCC) will host Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)-
based Minecraft Camps for kids ages 10-15, June 5-9 at the Jimmy Naifeh Center in Tipton County and June 19-26 at 
the Dyersburg campus from 1-5 p.m. each day.  
     The camps will teach basic skills such as controls, crafting, building, digging and attacking, along with advanced skills 
such as building villages and using critical thinking and problem-solving skills to survive challenging obstacles.  
     The cost for each camp is $100 per child and includes instructional supplies and snacks.  
Registration is available online at https://registration.xenegrade.com/dscc. Those who wish to register in person may do 
so by visiting the Security Bank Community Learning Center on the Dyersburg campus.  
     The deadline to register for the Minecraft Camp at the Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County is May 29, 2017, while 
the deadline to register for the Dyersburg camp is June 12, 2017. For more information and alternative registration 
options, call 731-286-3265. 
 
 

Dyersburg State Announces Dates for College for Kids Summer Program 
 
Dyersburg, Tennessee – Dyersburg State Community College’s (DSCC) Division of Continuing Education will offer its 
annual College for Kids summer program at all three DSCC locations from 9 a.m. - noon each day. This year’s theme will 
be ‘College for Kids – Something to Tweet About!’ and will consist of stimulating and educational classes for children 
ages four years through sixth grade.  
 
The program will be held on the Dyersburg campus June 12-16, with the registration deadline set for June 7. College for 
Kids will also be held at the DSCC Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC) at Tipton County June 26-30. The registration deadline for 
the JNC location is June 21. The DSCC Gibson County Center will host the program July 10-14, with the registration 
deadline set for July 5.  
 
Children in upcoming grades first through sixth will have the opportunity to preselect three classes that interest them. 
Depending on the location, classes may include Arts and Crafts, Computer Craze, Creative Cakes, Dance and Cheer, 
Learning Legos, Light it Up with Circuits, Science Skills, Sports Training, Tae Kwon Do Tricks and Trash to Treasure. 
Children age four through kindergarten may enroll in the pre-designed Summertime Fun classes, which include Tiny Tot 
Dance and Exercise, Creations in Arts and Crafts, and Story Time. 
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Covington High School FFA Placed in West TN Agriculture Competition 

 
Covington High School FFA recently placed in the West TN Agriculture Mechanics competitions at Haywood 

County High School.  The lower agriculture mechanics team finished first in the region after going up against 

12 other high schools.  Team members were Hays Honeycutt, Jesse Bryant, John Travis Turner and Eli Patrick. 

The group competed in stud assembly, electrical wiring, tool identification and small engine identification.  The 

upper agriculture mechanics team reported having a good day as well, finishing sixth in the region.   

Nick Kellum, Will Turner, Nathan Oliver, Bailey Black, Ryan Wick, Greg Mullins and Elisha Spitler competed 

in mig welding, three-way switch wiring project, rafter assembly and land measuring. Ag teacher Liz Flanagan 

(right) has been named TENNESSEE AG TEACHER OF THE YEAR!   

 

CHS FFA Poultry Team Placed at State Finals 

 
Covington High FFA placed as the 2017 regional runner-ups at the West TN Poultry Judging Competition held 

at the Obion County Fairgrounds in Union City.  By placing in the top four, the team moved on to the state 

finals at Tennessee Tech University in Cookeville.  Team members had to show their knowledge on broiler 

placement, hen placement, carcass grading and evaluation, interior eggs, exterior eggs, poultry parts, bone-in 

products and boneless poultry products.  Pictured from left to right are Jonathan Merrell, Rallie Williams, 

Quentin Morris, Laura Burns, Tyler Duffin and Elisha Spitler.  



The Stitching Store opens in Covington 

 
Staff and Members of the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce and Mayor Justin Hanson 

welcomed The Stitching Store to Covington with a ribbon cutting last week.  Owners Rhonda and Randy 

Goulder invite you to come see their variety of fabrics and sewing opportunities.  

They are located in the old Fred’s store on Highway 51 in Covington.  

 

Covington Kroger helped celebrate Earth Day at Crestview Elementary 

 
Christie Sartain and Denise Audirsch from the Covington Kroger helped CES celebrate Earth Day on  

Friday, April 22nd by donating and planting beautiful flowers outside the school. Excited about their new 

flowers are Waylon Sartain, Aniya Somerville, Alayla McCoy, Kale Wheeler, Britt Ray,  

Brett Godwin, Micah Armstrong, and Drew Lazure. 

 
 



Coffee with a Cop at Covington McDonald’s 

 

  
The Covington Police Department worked with the staff at McDonald’s in Covington for 

Coffee with a Cop.  They actually served coffee and enjoyed conversations with the 

customers.  Chief Buddy Lewis stated it was a very gratifying experience and he looks 

forward to doing this again.   
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Sonny & Cher?  Come see for yourself! Saturday Night - 6:00 at 
Covington High School – A Carl Perkins Center Event 
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Vector-Borne Disease Prevention Information for Tennessee Counties 

From  
The Tennessee Department of Health 

April 24, 2017 
 
Female mosquitoes, which suck blood from humans, birds and wild and domesticated animals, can serve as reservoirs of 
many infectious diseases, spreading these when they move from one food source to another. County level efforts to 
reduce mosquito populations and to inform residents of the need to protect against mosquito bites are crucial elements 
in preventing Zika virus, West Nile virus, La Crosse Encephalitis, Chikungunya and many other mosquito-borne illnesses 
from being transmitted in Tennessee. 
 
Fight the Bite 
 
Fight the Bite is the theme of many national and international efforts to prevent the spread of mosquito-borne illnesses. 
It involves encouragement of personal protection tactics to prevent individuals from being bitten, along with efforts to 
remove standing water where mosquitoes can lay their eggs.  
 
Personal protection tactics include:  

 Using FDA-approved insect repellents regularly, following the label instructions to ensure safe and effective 
protection from bites 

 Wearing long, loose and light-colored sleeves and pants as much as possible 

 Treating clothes with permethrin 

 Reducing use of perfumes, colognes and other odors that attract feeding mosquitoes 

 Repairing or replacing screens to form a mosquito barrier in buildings 

 Using air conditioning 
 
Drain and Cover 
 
Mosquitoes can lay eggs in water containers as small as a plastic soda bottle cap. Preventing breeding spots involves 
draining standing water from all containers, including planters, toys, dismounted tires, trash and similar receptacles and 
covering potential breeding spots to keep them dry in the future.  Clogged rain gutters are commonly found to serve as 
mosquito breeding spots; routine cleaning can improve water drainage.     
 
Many mosquitoes only travel a few hundred feet from where they were hatched.  By eliminating incubation and 
hatching spots near their homes and businesses, individuals can significantly reduce their chances for being bitten. 
 
Protect Pregnant Women 
 
Pregnant women should avoid travel to areas where there is risk of Zika virus infection throughout their pregnancy. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated its Zika travel guidance March 10,2017; that guidance 
includes: “…Pregnant women not travel to any area where there is a risk of Zika virus infection, including areas where the 
virus has been newly introduced or reintroduced and local mosquito-borne transmission is ongoing; areas where the virus 
was present before 2015 (endemic) and there is no evidence transmission has stopped; and areas where the virus is likely 
to be circulating but has not been documented.”  
 
For the latest CDC listing of countries with local transmission of Zika virus click here:  
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/zika-travel-information 
 
For a map listing of travel advisories click here: 
http://tdh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=98adb8b0e81e4b26bb23ae5d4fd9ab02 

 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/zika-travel-information
http://tdh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=98adb8b0e81e4b26bb23ae5d4fd9ab02


SAVE THE DATE…. 
 April 22-29 – Clean Up Fix Up Covington.  Walk through town on April 29 starting at the City Barn on 

Ripley Street at 8:00 am…Great event for civic groups and scouts!  Scroll down for more information.  

 April 29 – National Drug Take-Back – take old prescriptions to your local police department 

 April 29 – Carl Perkins LIP SYNC CONTEST – 6:00 – Covington High School – scroll down for more info 

 April 29 – Relay for Life – Munford City Park – scroll down for more information 

 April 29 – May 27 – MUSIC on the SQUARE in Covington – 7:00 Saturday nights!  Scroll down….. 

 May 01 – Airport Advisory Council – 8:00 am – Covington Municipal Airport 

 May 04 – National Day of Prayer – noon – Tipton County Courthouse 
 May 05 – 14 – THE ODD COUPLE – at The Historic Ruffin Theater in Covington – scroll down for more... 

 May 06 – CASA 5K – Munford Centennial Park - Scroll down for info or go to www.casatipton.org 

 May 06 – MAYFEST at Tipton County Museum in Covington.  10:00 – 3:00 – FREE! 

 May 6 – 12 – National Nurses Week 

 May 11 – LIFEBLOOD at Covington City Hall – 9:00 – 2:00 

 May 11 – Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce Spring Fling Golf Tournament 

 May 13 – Car Show – Bayird Chevrolet – Covington – 8:00 – 3:00 – scroll down for more information 

 May 13 – A Day of Matisse (Lecture and Art Class) - Tipton County Museum in Covington – 476-0242  

 May 15 – “Inspirations” Awards Reception – DSCC – 5:30 – 7:00 

 May 16 – Public Meeting to discuss Newman Property – City Hall – 5:00 – 6:00 PUBLIC INVITED 

 May 20 – Court Square Car Show – sponsor your own award! Scroll down for more information 

 May 20 – Story Walk at Tipton County Library – 10:00 - scroll down for more information 

 May 20 – Free Legal Clinic – 11:00 – 1:00 -  First Presbyterian Church Covington 

 May 27 – A History of the Louvre, the World’s Largest Museum – 10:00 – Tipton County Museum 

 June 1-2-3 – Covington Bar-Be-Que Festival - http://www.covingtontn.com/bbq-festival.html 
World’s Oldest BBQ Cooking Contest closed out with THE FUNK MONSTERS June 3rd.  
 
 

 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

Mr. Gaetano “Guy” Critelli is the Tipton County Veterans Service Officer. His office hours are Monday thru 
Wednesday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. You are encouraged to schedule an appointment, but walk-ins will be seen. 

      1286 Munford Ave        Munford, TN  38058 
Office: 901.476.2456     Fax: 901.837.9141 

Email: gcritelli@tiptonco.com 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be 

viewed at Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com 

 
The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information in Covington and Tipton 

County 

http://www.casatipton.org/
http://www.covingtontn.com/bbq-festival.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
mailto:gcritelli@tiptonco.com
http://www.covingtontn.com/


 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 



CLICK HERE FOR INFORMATION 

 

 

Get YOUR group involved as soon as 

possible.  Take a look around your 

neighborhood, your school, or your 

facility.  If you find areas in need of 

being cleaned up – take a picture.  

After it is cleaned up, take another 

picture!  Send your “before” and 

“after” pictures to  

planning.building@covingtontn.com 
 

 

http://www.covingtonleader.com/news/clean-up-fix-up-covington-begins/article_3688ee64-290e-11e7-a33b-676b4aadaf1c.html
mailto:planning.building@covingtontn.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

April 29, 2017-Munford City Park-Schedule of Events 

Noon  Survivor Registration 

12:30 pm Survivor Luncheon in the Old Band Room 

1 pm  All Teams & Vendors must be set up 

2 pm  Opening Ceremony - Master of Ceremonies – Curtis Pettis - Welcome - Mayor Dewayne Cole 

               Prayer – Rev. Jason Rodgers, Gateway Baptist - National Anthem - Emma Fletcher 

               Color guard – Tipton County Military ColorGuard  

               Introductions – Kristi & Amanda - Special Guest - Cat in the Hat  

2:30 pm Why do we Relay? 
                  Cancer Survivor – Mike Boswell 

             Caregiver- Alyson Hubbard 

               ACS Resources – Mollie Lacey 

               ACS CAN - Christie Jarvis  

3 pm Survivor Recognition  
Survivors must check in at Survivor Tent by 2:45 pm 

3:30 pm   One Lap, Two Lap, I Lap, You Lap for a Cure 

               Survivor Lap 

               Caregivers Lap 

               Hope Club Lap (Raised $100 for Relay) 

               Team Lap 

   "Let the Lapping Begin"   

Theme Lap – The Cat in the Hat- wear a red and white hat                    

4 pm Fundraising Begins - Be sure to visit our Team Tents & Vendors  

               Silent Auction Begins 

Story Time & Pictures with Cat in the Hat 

Theme Lap – Fox in Socks- wear a crazy pair of socks 

4:30 pm  Name the Dr. Seuss Book ($) 

Live Music – Amber Bailey 

Theme Lap – Green Eggs & Ham- wear something green 

5 pm Mr. Relay ($) 

Story Time & Pictures with Cat in the Hat 

Theme Lap – Oh, the Places You’ll Go- wear a shirt that has a location on it 

5:30 pm Dr. Seuss Quotes ($) 

Live Music – The Dream Coach Studio Singers 

Theme Lap – One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish- wear something from the beach 

6 pm  Story Time & Pictures with Cat in the Hat  

 Live Music – The Dream Coach Studio Singers 

Theme Lap – The Lorax- wear an orange mustache 

6:30 pm  Dr. Seuss Trivia ($) 

 Yoga - Covington Park & Recreation 

Theme Lap – Horton Hears a Who- be creative 

7 pm  Story Time & Pictures with Cat in the Hat - Yoga Continues 

                          Theme Lap – How the Grinch Stole Christmas- wear an ugly Christmas Sweater 

7:30 pm            Zumba - Liz Stambaugh, Covington Parks & Recreation 

 Theme Lap – Sleep Book- wear pajamas 

8 pm Zumba Continues – Silent Auction Ends – Theme Lap…wear cancer awareness shirt 

   

8:30 pm  Luminaria Ceremony 

 All other events will cease during this time & all team money must be turned in to Brighton Bank 

9:30 pm Closing Ceremony - Team Awards - Closing Prayer – Rev. Dr. Buffy Cook, Crossway Baptist 

 

Relay For Life of 
Tipton County 







 

                                                         

Children and Family Services, Inc MOBILE SENIORS 

FITNESS PROGRAM in partnership with The Community 

Foundation of Middle Tennessee would like to present….. 

      

 

AGE 60TH AND UP 

JOIN US FOR PLENTY OF FUN WHILE LEARING, MEETING NEW 

PEOPLE AND EXERCISING!!!!! 

 

Wellness Center 412 Alston St 

 

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY 

8-10AM 

THURSDAY: 9-11A.M; 4-6P.M. 

 

Educational Trainings: 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 1:00-2:00p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for the 2017 “Music on the 

Square” in Covington, Tennessee 

beginning April 29 and going through 

May 27.  See complete schedule below.   

 

All shows begin at 7:00. 

 

 April 29 – The Blues 

Disciples 

 May 06 – Amber McCain 

 May 13 – Cross Roads 

 May 20 – Generation Gap 

 May 27 – Boomer Nation 
 

Bring your lawn chairs and join the fun 

 

NO COOLERS PLEASE 

NO PETS PLEASE 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

Each CASA program or agency professionally trains and 
carefully screens volunteers to become Court Appointed 
Special Advocates for abused and neglected children in 

juvenile court. These volunteers represent the best 
interests of the victimized child with the goal of securing a 

safe, permanent home. Tennessee state law allows for 
judges to appoint CASA volunteers to "speak up" for the 

child's best interests. CASA volunteers work for the child.  
 

WWW.CASATIPTON.ORG 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 

May 16, 2017 
 

The City of Covington, Tennessee, an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer, will conduct a Public 
Meeting on the 16th day of May, 2017, in the Upstairs Boardroom at City Hall, 200 West Washington Street, 
Covington, TN 38019. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the future use of the Newman Property and obtain public feedback.  
 
The meeting will be held from 5pm – 6pm and the public is invited to provide input. Representatives from the city 
will be available to answer questions. 
 
Date: May 16, 2017 
Time: 5pm – 6pm 
 
Anyone with questions regarding this meeting may contact:  
 

City of Covington 
200 West Washington Street 

Covington, TN 38019 
Phone: (901) 476-9613 

 
Persons with a disability, who require aids or services to participate at the meeting, may contact Ms. Lessie 
Fisher at the following email or phone number no less than ten (10) days prior to the date of the meeting. 
 
Email: lfisher@covingtontn.com 
Phone: 901-476-9613 Ext. 146 

 

mailto:lfisher@covingtontn.com
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You can sponsor specific trophies and/or prizes!  Please 

contact Lynn Milam for more information at 901-626-7732 

 



 



 

Tipton Family Association sets October 

date to meet in Covington.   

 

Plan to join in for this historical 

conference about Tipton County 

from the decedents of General 

Jacob Tipton 

Y’all Come to Tipton County, Tennessee! 
The date is set. Plans and arrangements have been made! The 2017 meeting is taking 

place on October 7th in the Tipton County Public Library, Building C on the campus of the 

Dyersburg Community College at 3149 Highway 51 South in Covington, TN. With the 

assistance of Susan Cheairs, Director of the Library, and a scheduled welcome from Dr. Karen 

Bowyer, President of the College, the meeting place is reserved.  

The Tipton Family Association of America invites all TFAA members to come to 

Covington. Tipton County borders Shelby County, Tennessee to the north. Memphis is in 

Shelby County making a major US airport convenient to the meeting place. Meeting in 

Covington also makes it convenient for TFAA members in Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, and 

states west of the Mississippi River who might come by auto as well as those to the east.  

Driving from Interstate 40 in Memphis to Covington takes approximately one hour.  

For information about travel accommodations or other matters when visiting Covington,  

Contact the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce at Post Office Box 683, 

Covington, Tennessee 38019 or by phone at 901-476-9727 or online at www.covington-

tiptoncochamber.com 

 

 
 
 

http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/tipton_family.pdf
http://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/


The Library Corner 

 

 

http://tiptoncountylibrary.com/
http://tiptoncountylibrary.com/


 

FREE MOVIES AND REFRESHMENTS AT OUR LIBRARY 
CHECK THESE SELECTIONS OUT FOR MAY 

 
 
 
 
 

 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

Check it out….Tipton County Pulse 
Click here to view: https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY 

 

Art Exhibit at Dyersburg State 

 
Museum Director Barrie Foster and Barbara McBride 
hung twenty paintings entered in the 2017 Tipton 
County Art Exhibit at the Learning Resource Center at 
DSCC in Covington. The awards reception will take place 
on May 15 from 5:30 to 7 p.m., and the paintings will be 
on display through August 27. 

 

Below, Julie Pierotti, (center) Curator for the Dixon Gallery & Gardens in Memphis travelled to Covington this week to 
judge “Inspirations”, the Tipton County Art Exhibit at DSCC in Covington.  On hand were Barrie Foster, Director of the 
Tipton County Museum, and Barbara McBride, Coordinator of Art for DSCC in Covington.  Afterwards the trio ate lunch 
at Ming’s Buffet in Covington.  Julie has been Curator at the Dixon for ten years and was delighted to visit Covington and 
see all the beautiful artwork.  The award winners will be announced at the awards reception on May 15 from 5:30 to 
7:00 p.m.   Refreshments will be served and the public is invited to attend.  The artwork will be on display through 
August 27. 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/ZGoLD5opQxY
http://www.dixon.org/


Master Gardeners getting Herb Garden Ready for Mayfest and Beyond! 

 

 

 

The Tipton County Master Gardeners worked 

diligently in the herb bed at the Tipton County 

Museum between rains this week.  They 

weeded the beds and planted a variety of herbs 

throughout the garden so it will be beautiful in 

time for the May Festival on May 6.   

SEE YOU MAY 6th! 
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The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, 
Veterans Memorial and Nature Center 
Veteran of the Month for April, 2017 

 

Russell Leon Goforth 
 

  

PFC Russell L. (Leon) Goforth was born in 1925 in Covington, Tennessee, and spent his childhood in Tipton 
County.  He was inducted into the U.S. Army on 25 January 1944, and entered into active service on 16 February 1944 
from Camp Forrest, Tennessee.  He was initially trained as a 90mm antiaircraft gunner at Ft. Stewart, Georgia, but was 
sent from there to Washington, D.C. where he guarded an unknown fenced-in building for three months!  After six 
weeks of infantry training at Camp Gordon, Georgia, he headed to Ft. Meade, Maryland where he boarded the Queen 
Mary for an ocean voyage from New York City to Glasgow, Scotland.  Several trains and ship voyages later, he arrived at 
his final destination in The Ardennes, Belgium.   

The snow was more than knee deep, and his unit was not equipped with boots or clothes for that kind of 
sustained cold weather.  His unit moved at night, loaded on 4 x 6’s, (some one way and some another) and headed to a 
“rest area” – an area with pits dug in the ground covered with poles and tarps for 2 people to lie down in.  They literally 
burned gas for light by putting a wick in the can and setting the wick on fire.  They rotated back and forth from the front 
to the rest area for about three months.  At the rest area they were able to have field food, but at the front they ate C-
rations.  Time on the front lines varied – sometimes they were there up to three weeks.  While at the rest area, he had 
shifts patrolling at night looking to contact the enemy.  While on patrol, he wore a white cape in the two feet of snow so 
he would be almost invisible.   

Eventually a medic came by and discovered that Leon had severely frost-bitten feet and ordered him to a field 
hospital.  By that time, his feet had already turned black.  The field doctors transferred him to a hospital outside London 
where he received his Purple Heart Medal.  As he recovered, they found open wounds on his foot which they suspected 
were from shrapnel.  They evacuated him across the English Channel to Paris, then via troop train to Baumholder, 
Germany, where his duty was to guard a wine cellar for a General!  From there he headed to Czechoslovakia.  After 
camping in the field for a while, he received orders for the South Pacific Theater via the U.S., where he attended “Cook 
and Bakery” School in Ft. Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas.  While he was in San Antonio, the atom bombs were 
dropped on Japan, and his orders were cancelled.   

He was discharged from the Army at the Discharge Center at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas on 28 January 1946 then 
had to hitch-hike home to Covington, Tennessee.  He used the GI Bill to build his home; and, in 1947 he married his 
sweetheart, Lorraine Mills, who he met at church.  They had three children (he lost his son last year.)  They have two 
grandchildren, three great grandchildren, and one great-great grandchild.  In addition to the Purple Heart Medal, he was 
awarded the World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theatre Ribbon, and European-African-
Middle Eastern Theatre Ribbon with Three Bronze Service Stars.   Leon enjoyed his civilian life where he worked a variety 
of jobs, including at Dobson Flour Company in Covington, the Coca Cola Bottling Company, Turner Dairy, and Shells’ 
Limbs and Braces.  He and Lorraine are members of Holly Grove Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  Leon was nominated 
for Veteran of the Month by Vernon Jerry Covington. 

 
 
 
 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php

