
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the Week*  

January 15 – January 21 

 

Sea of Blue honors Fallen Officer Calvin Jenks 
January 2017 marks the 10th anniversary of Tennessee State Trooper Calvin Jenks’ death in Tipton 

County.  Tipton Countians have paid tribute to him and all public safety officials in our annual Sea of 

Blue, which is a procession from the Tipton County Sheriff’s Office in Covington to the site on Highway 

14 where trooper Jenks was killed in the line of duty. His family placed flowers on the memorial.   

  

 

 

 

 



Finance and Administration Committee votes to extend PHG Energy 

Lease for Six Months 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Finance and Administration Committee was held on January 17, 

2017 at Covington City Hall with the following in attendance: Chairman Alderman C. H. Sullivan, 

Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman John Edwards, Alderman Drew Glass, Alderman Jere Hadley, 

Alderman Mac McGowan, Mayor Justin Hanson, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Building Inspector 

and Codes Enforcement Officer Lessie Fisher, City Attorney Rachel Witherington, Assistant to the 

Mayor Sara Gangaware, PHG Energy Representatives Mike Webb and Chris Koczaja, Margaret 

Fleming, Debbie Gordon, and Echo Day.  Chairman Alderman Sullivan called the meeting to order at 

1:00 stating there is an addition to the agenda today and welcomed Debbie Gordon. 

 

Mrs. Gordon stated it is no secret there is a shortage of parking in Covington, and she is here to offer - at no 

acquisition cost - a lot on West Liberty which the City might use for additional parking.  Gordon believes the 

Chamber and CEDC may be able to beautify the area, and she wants to offer the lot to the City of Covington.  

She distributed a map and explained the area to committee members. Alderman Edwards motioned to authorize 

the Mayor to go forward with this acquisition and Alderman Hadley seconded.  Alderman Glass asked Gordon 

why she wanted to give the lot to the city.  She said she just wanted to help the community and help the city 

with the parking issue and feels this is a gift she can give Covington.  Alderman Hadley stated this will help the 

parking issue for the square and believes this is a good deal and will help.  Edwards stated we need to encourage 

visitation to the square and parking access is an issue.  He believes we can beautify this area as well as provide 

additional parking.  McGowan thanked Gordon for making this offer and is in favor of accepting the area.  

Attorney Witherington suggested getting an easement and she will make appropriate contacts for this purpose.  

Alderman Edwards’ motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Hason introduced representatives from PHG Energy and explained the eighteen-month agreement with 

PHG is up in March.  Attorney Witherington stated we entered in the lease agreement with PGH in 2015 and 

that will expire in March, 2017.   PHG has an option to renew the lease with written notice.  There have been 

monthly conference calls since October 2016 concerning what has been going on at the Covington PHG site.  

Lately, there has been quite a bit of activity and people have been coming in to observe and learn.  Mr. Chris 

Koczaja of PHG Energy wants to discuss a proposed extension for lease.  Witherington introduced Mr. Koczaja.  

 

Koczaja took over this piece of the project in October and has been involved in the monthly meetings with the 

mayor. He would like to increase the length of the lease for 6 months making it end October 1, 2017.  This will 

facilitate the testing they are doing at the site.   This request has not been put in writing at this time, but they 

were present to express their intent to continue testing, thus the need to extend the lease.  They are testing a new 

apparatus to clean gas and run a reciprocating engine on it.   They are considering the options of selling the 

facility outright as well as other options.  Evergreen Recycling has expressed interest in the facility as well as a 

facility out of Australia.  If they purchase, they would move it to Australia.  Koczaja stated he is here today for 

questions and discussions with the committee.   

 

Alderman Sullivan asked why a 6 month extension?  Koczaja stated they are in testing phase and feel they will 

know more in 6 months if and how they will proceed.  Alderman McGowan stated that without PHG, we really 

don’t have anything but scrap iron. So, what happens at the end of 6 months, and it isn’t working, what does 

that mean to us?  Koczaja stated that Covington owns the facility – PHG has a license on the software.  PHG 

has added on what they can manage and remove if necessary.  If they ever pull out, Covington still owns the 

facility, and they are contractually bound to return it to the City in the state they found it.  Koczaja stated his 

intent is to improve power generation at the facility.  Sullivan stated he understands that the technology works, 

but feeder stock (what is burned) is the problem.  Koczaja stated this is the case and they are working on that.  

Koczaja understands that Covington is more interested in selling the plant rather than operating it, and when 

offers are made, he needs to know who the point person is for that in Covington.  Edwards asked about the 



experimentation at the facility – is it working?  One of the components is similar to creosote, and they are 

taking that and breaking it down into gas.  That gas can be used in a reciprocating engine.  PHG is working on a 

patent for doing this and they are testing this process at the Covington facility. 

 

There was much discussion about the six month extension with Alderman McGowan and Alderman Edwards  

asking for a longer period.  Mr. Koczaja stated he is only approved to ask for six months at this time.  

Alderwoman Bommer stated she hears him asking for a 6 month extension, and she motioned we give him the 6 

months extended time – Edwards seconded.  Alderman Glass asked Mayor Hanson about the committee 

working with PHG and if they have concerns for a 6 month extension.  Mayor Hanson believes their biggest 

concern is the ability to sell.  Witherington stated this is PHG’s option to renew – they are not obligated to 

continue on – and they pay $10,000 a month to use this facility for research and development.  Mayor Hanson 

stated it benefits both sides to stay in the agreement.  Motion passed with Alderman Glass voting no.  Koczaja 

stated they are putting a lot in to the research and development at this facility and they are optimistic about its 

future.  Mayor Hanson thanked the PGH representatives and wants to continue the communication with them.  

Witherington stated she feels that Koczaja has focused on research and development and is moving forward in a 

positive direction.     

 

Next on the agenda was discussion of the house and outbuilding at 126 West Washington. Sullivan called on 

Director David Gray who stated bid packets are going out today for the demolition of the house and plans are 

underway for Covington Public Works to tear down the out-building.  McGowan asked if anyone was interested 

in buying it to move it.  Gray stated he didn’t know of any interest in the building for that purpose.  Sullivan 

asked how long it will take to get bids back.  Codes Enforcement officer Lessie Fisher stated it usually takes 

about a week. Glass asked if the description would include trees on the lot.  Fisher stated it will include what the 

committee wants and she will write it how the committee desires.  Alderman Hadley stated he believes trees 

should be taken out – particularly if the area will be used for a parking lot.  Alderman McGowan said we need 

to leave landscaping alone at this time, and just take down the buildings.  Edwards stated he is in agreement 

with McGowan in leaving the trees on the lot at this time.  Mayor Hanson stated he agrees with Edwards and 

McGowan in leaving the trees on the property at this time, but he does envision this area used for parking in the 

future.  McGowan motioned to include in the bids packet for the buildings to be removed OR demolished.  

Alderwoman Bommer seconded – motion passed unanimously 

 

Realtor Chad Smith had suggested at the December meeting that the City lower the asking price for the 

buildings adjacent to the Covington Municipal Center (former First Baptist Church) and Chairman Sullivan 

stated he has toured these buildings and wants to discuss options with the committee.  Alderman McGowan 

asked if Van Boales had been asked to appraise and also stated it is about $750 each for appraisals.   Alderman 

Edwards stated he thinks $750 is a small price to pay to ensure the people we are asking a proper price for the 

buildings.  Edwards then motioned to have appraisals and McGowan seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

Next item on the agenda for discussion was the time of committee meetings.  Mayor Hanson had asked 

committees to consider a change of time for meetings other than 1:00 pm.  He asked them to consider alternate 

times in hopes more people will attend and participate.  After much discussion, it was suggested several options 

be placed on spreadsheets and/or calendars for consideration.  Alderwoman Bommer suggested 1:00 or 5:30 as 

committee times to consider.  Mayor Hanson and recorder-treasurer Tina Dunn will come up with some 

alternatives to consider at the February meeting.   

 

Alderman McGowan motioned for adjournment, but Alderman Edwards asked for Mayor Hanson to bring the 

committee up to speed on employee Fred Davis.  Mayor Hanson stated there were allegations brought to him 

followed by an internal investigation done by the personnel department, as well as the State Comptroller’s 

Office.  As a result, a letter of termination was issued.   Hanson went on to say that he wasn’t comfortable 

discussing employees in public meetings, but assured committee members they can view files in personnel 

department and see the evidence for themselves.  Mayor Hanson reiterated he takes these things seriously, 

conducts lawful and ethical investigations, consults with labor attorneys, and has nothing to hide.  He welcomed 



anyone to review the files as much as the law allows.  Alderman Edwards then asked Mayor Hanson if there has 

been an investigation into allegations of stolen utilities on Brierhedge Road.  Mayor Hanson stated that since he 

has been Mayor, there have been no such allegations brought to him. Hanson said that he has been blindsided 

by Brierhedge Rd. allegations and doesn’t know anything about it.    Attorney Witherington stated all personnel 

files are open to the public with the exception of specific personal information.  She stated she is aware of the 

allegations in the Davis case and the investigations that followed, but is unaware of anything at Brierhedge and 

feels someone needs to make a formal written complaint so we can pursue it. Alderman Glass asked if it is 

standard practice to bring personnel issues up and discuss those in public meetings.  Edwards stated that in the 

past, particularly during the appeal process, the Mayor’s decisions were brought back to the board for their 

approval, which creates checks and balances.  Edwards stated there have been times in the past when the Mayor 

decided to terminate someone, but the Board reinstated them.  Mayor Hanson stated the people can investigate 

and the Board can make a motion as they see fit.  Edwards stated the Mayor and the Board of Alderman have 

the power to hire and fire as they see fit. Again, Mayor Hanson made an open invitation to review records as 

much as the law allows, and reiterated he follows the law and seeks legal counsel when carrying out the day-to-

day business of the city.    

 

Alderman Glass stated he would like to have Judge Ziarko back with the committee to follow up on the sale of 

delinquent tax properties in the city.  Alderman Edwards asked Glass if he would like a second to that.  Glass 

stated he wasn’t making a motion, but simply requesting an update.  Chairman Sullivan said he would put that 

on the agenda for a follow-up and the meeting was adjourned.   

  

 

Covington-Tipton County Chamber welcomes New Leadership 

  
Lauren Fletcher (Assistant Director) and Maleia Evans (Director) are on the job and were officially 

introduced to the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.  Above (R), 

Board President Tracy Lavell welcomed them during their regular monthly meeting. Both of these 

leaders are experienced and prepared to take the reins and move our city forward.  

 



U.S. Congressman David Kustoff visited with Tipton Countians at 
Dyersburg State Community College in Covington 

During Congressman Kustoff’s tour of the 8th Congressional District, he stopped in Covington 

Wednesday for a “Meet and Greet”.  After a morning reception at Dyersburg State Community 

College Jimmy Naifeh Center, Congressman Kustoff addressed the crowd by outlining his top 

priorities, which include public safety and economic development.  He was welcomed by Dr. 

Jamie Frakes, Dean of the Covington DSCC campus. 

 
It was standing room only at DSCC in Covington Wednesday as people gathered to meet, greet, and 

listen to U.S. Congressman David Kustoff as he toured the 8th Congressional District. 

  

 
Dr. Jamie Frakes (above C), Dean of DSCC in 

Covington, welcomed Congressman Kustoff and guests 

to the facility. Also on hand for the gathering were 

Representative Debra Moody and Senator Mark Norris.    

 



Covington HOSA Winners at Regionals in Memphis 
The HOSA class from Covington High School participated in competition on January 10 at The University of 
Memphis.  The winners are listed below: 

1st place Winners: 
Health Education - Taylor Vickery, Maddie Smith, Maddie Pugh, Jalen Faulk  
CERT Team - Alex Mason & Mikayla Wallace 
Physical Therapy - Kirby Bradshaw 
Job Seeking Skills - Madi Maxwell 
EMT -Ally Lewis and Destiny Harris 
Transcultural Health Care -Brianna Reed 
Veterinarian Science -Faith Conley 
Advanced to State for   Health Care Issues: Rylie Russell 
 
2nd place Winners: 
CPR/First Aid - Michelle Harris and Sydney Weir 
Medical Law and Ethics -Mac Hazelrig 
Public Health - Tucker Chumley, Chloe Price, Savanna Simpson, Austin Mason, & Collin Hayes 
 
3rd place Winners: 
Community Awareness - Aubrey Lake Webb, Rylie Carver, Montana Harrod, and Colby Ruffin  
 
4th place Winners: 
Extemporaneous Health Poster -Jade mason 
Health Career Photography -Alyssa Ray 
Nursing Assisting -Vinnie Brown 
Prepared Speaking -Averi Cole 
Medical Math -Ross Russell 
Growth and Development -Ashaleighya Williams 
  
5th place:  
Medical Reading - Jeremiah Holloway 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 Tipton County is embarking on a journey to make our residents healthier by becoming the newest Healthier TN 
Community. Healthier TN is an initiative from the Governor’s Foundation for Health & Wellness that strives to enable 
and encourage all Tennesseans to become more physically active, eat healthier, and reduce tobacco use across the 
state. Team Tipton, a coalition of Tipton County’s local governments, organizations, and citizens, is heading up this drive 
to live healthier. 
 I share this information with you in order to make a request – will you join us in improving the health of Tipton 
County by becoming a Healthier TN Workplace, Organization, or Place of Worship? The process to register is quite 
simple, you visit www.healthiertn.com and then choose “Small Starts for Workplaces” if you are registering a business or 
organization, or choose “Small Starts for Places of Worship” if you are registering a faith-based organization.  After 
registration, you will be presented with multiple, easy-to-implement options for becoming a recognized member of 
Healthier TN. 
 For your employees and organization members, there are also Small Start options for individuals and families, all 
located at the same website as above. After they register, they can track their progress with the free Streaks for Small 
Starts app for mobile devices. It makes healthy habits easy to track! 
 Team Tipton is also hosting community-wide events in 2017, beginning with a “Walk Across Tipton”. During 
every month of 2017, we will be highlighting different areas of Tipton County via a 10:00 am group walk on Fridays in 
various communities. The first half of 2017, we will travel through Tipton as follows: 
January 27 – Garland Community Center (inside)  
February 24 – Cobb-Parr Park in Covington  
March 24 – Choose between Atoka Greenway or Brighton Park  
April 28 – Mason  
May 26 – Drummonds Park  
June 23 – Charleston Cemetery  
 
 I invite you to contact me if you have any questions or would like for a Team Tipton member to visit to discuss 
the HTN initiative. I can be reached at 476-0235, or at Matt.McDaniel@TN.Gov. I look forward to improving Tipton 
County with you! 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Matt McDaniel 
        Director, Tipton Co. Health Dept. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.healthiertn.com/
mailto:Matt.McDaniel@TN.Gov


 
 

January 27 – Garland Community Center (inside) – 10:00 am 

February 24 – Cobb-Parr Park in Covington – 10:00 am 

March 24 – Choose between Atoka Greenway or Brighton Park 10:00 

April 28 – Mason – 10:00 am 

May 26 – Drummonds Park – 10:00 am 

June 23 – Charleston Cemetery – 10:00 am 

 

   

When Mayor Justin Hanson, 

Executive Jeff Huffman, members of 

their staff, aldermen and 

commissioners attended the 2016 

Governor’s Conference back in 

October, they discovered the theme 

was “Team Tennessee.”  Throughout 

the conference, they heard the team 

concept and also learned more about 

the Healthier Tennessee initiative.  

This inspired them to create Team 

Tipton that will focus on health and 

well-being right here at home.  Team 

Tipton was further developed in 

Mayor Hanson’s office with the idea 

of walking “across” Tipton County.  

All Tipton Countians are welcome to 

join in these walks with a focus on 

getting out, moving more, and 

improving our health.  Join us at the 

locations listed left and get a taste of 

all corners of T-County! 

 

WMC Action News 5’s Ron Childers led Covington residents 

Through Safety Seminar and Disaster Planning 

 

  

 

About 70 residents, gathered at the North 

Covington Fire Station Tuesday afternoon 

for a free disaster preparation seminar led 

by Meteorologist Ron Childers of Action 

News 5 in Memphis.  He led participants 

through packing a single back-pack with 

necessities that would get them through an 

emergency situation.  He was welcomed to 

Covington by Mayor Justin Hanson and 

Fire Chief Michael Naifeh (L). District 1 

Alderwoman Minnie Bommer also 

participated in the seminar.   

 



Life is Fine in 3-8-0-1-9! 
 
Newly Appointed Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce Director Maleia Evans unveiled 

their new mantra and driving force “The living is fine in 38019” at Third Thursday this week.  Mrs. 

Evans and Assistant Director Lauren Fletcher introduced their staff and paid tribute to Oma Fielder for 

her volunteer work at the Chamber.  To honor Fielder, they will plant a tree in the Park on the Square.  

A large crowd was on hand to meet the new staff and hear announcements from the community.  Mark 

your calendar and join us for food, drinks, camaraderie, and news at Third Thursdays at The Chamber 

Center on the square in Covington.   

 
Chamber Director Maleia Evans (above R), 

introduced her staff and paid tribute to Oma 

Fielder for her volunteer work at the 

chamber.  At right, Director Evans outlines 

the Chamber’s new mantra and  

driving force,  

“Life is Fine in 3-8-0-1-9”  

Below, CIAA 6th grader Mekiah Hayslett 

gave the crowd an overview of The Leader in 

Me, which is practiced at CIAA, and invited 

everyone to attend the school’s Leadership 

Day on January 27th at 9:00.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.theleaderinme.org/main-menu-items/events/webcasts/?utm_source=ASCD&utm_campaign=webcast&utm_medium=print
http://www.theleaderinme.org/main-menu-items/events/webcasts/?utm_source=ASCD&utm_campaign=webcast&utm_medium=print


Dates to Remember…  
 January 21 – FREE seminar on public speaking and presentations.  10:00 am  - Museum – see info below 

 January 24 – COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 January 24 – Board of Mayor and Alderman – 5:30 pm – Board Room at City Hall 

 January 27 – LEADERSHIP DAY at CIAA!  9:00 – EVERYONE is invited! Scroll down for more info.   

 January 27 – First “leg” of Walk Across Tipton County – Garland Community Center – 1598 Garland 
Drive - 10:00 am.  Put on your walking shoes and join us INSIDE! 

 February 04 – Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden – part of the Garden Series – 10:00-11:30. Tipton County 
Museum – 751 Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 07 – COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 11 – Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment – 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 11 - Chocolate Tour on the Square in Covington – 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 February 14 – Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting – City Hall – 5:30 

 February 16 – Tribute to Ms. Hattye Yarbrough for her contributions to Black History in Covington 
and at The Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. – Tipton County Museum & Veteran’s 
Memorial, 5:30 – 7:00 - Call 901-476-0242 for more information.    

 February 18 – Getting your Lawn ready for Summer - 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 21 - COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 24 – Team Tipton continues walk across Tipton County - Cobb-Parr Park – Covington - 10:00  

 February 24 – Reception at Museum for Artist in Residence Richard Reed - 5:30 – 7:00. 

 February 25 – How Does your Garden Grow? - 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 Bert 
Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 28 -  Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting – City Hall – 5:30 

 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

Mr. Gaetano “Guy” Critelli is the Tipton County Veterans Service Officer. His office hours are Monday thru 
Wednesday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. You are encouraged to schedule an appointment, but walk-ins will be seen. 

1286 Munford Ave. 
Munford, TN  38058 
Office: 901.476.2456 

Fax: 901.837.9141 
Email: gcritelli@tiptonco.com 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com 

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information from Covington and 

Tipton County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
mailto:gcritelli@tiptonco.com
http://www.covingtontn.com/


Local West Star Alumni join new class for Reunion at UT Martin 

 

 
WestStar is committed to advancing the regional 

and global community through outreach and 

community/public service endeavors. Mayor 

Justin Hanson, Mary Jones of Children and 

Family Services in Covington, and Mark 

Heaston of the Covington Fire Department 

(above) joined other alumni at the reunion.   

Click here to nominate a participant.  

 

WestStar is a leadership program instituted in West 

Tennessee through the University of Tennessee at 

Martin.  The WestStar mission is to identify, 

encourage and equip community-minded people 

who want to become more involved, who want to 

help West Tennessee become a better place, and 

who are willing to accept assertive and dynamic 

leadership roles. 

Participants learn new leadership skills and develop 

strategies for assisting communities in solving 

problems and maximizing potential. Participants 

also become part of a growing network of other 

leaders who, through mutual support and 

assistance, shape the future of West Tennessee. 

 

 
Congratulations to Tipton County Executive Jeff Huffman, Budget and 

Accounts Director W.T. Bailey, and their staff for State Audit Results 
 

Tipton County has received a clean audit report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. This 

means the county’s audit report was completed without any findings. Very few counties can 

claim to have an audit report without a finding, yet this is the second consecutive year Tipton 

County has earned this prestigious honor. Read more about the audit and review results here: 

http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/repository/NR/20170118TiptonCoCleanAudit.pdf 

http://www.utm.edu/departments/weststar/leadershipprogram.php
http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/repository/NR/20170118TiptonCoCleanAudit.pdf


 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

REGISTER FOR SPRING SOCCER AND 
FLAG FOOTBALL HERE OR  

CALL THE COVINGTON SPORTSPLEX AT 
901-476-3734 

http://covingtontn.ezleagues.ezfacility.com/leagues.aspx


 



Dear Citizens of Covington and Tipton County: 

 

The students and staff at Covington Integrated Arts Academy (CIAA) are inviting you to our annual 

Leadership Day on January 27, 2017.  We want you to know a little about what this means and tell you 

why you should come! 

CIAA is the only school in Covington to practice The Leader in Me.  We are in our third year of operation 

with these guiding principles and have seen time after time how it has a positive effect on our entire 

school, including the adults.   Part of the process of implementing The Leader in Me is to invite people 

from our community to come in and observe.  This is why we need your presence and support. 

The Leader in Me is not a curriculum or a program.  It is a culture of self-discipline and respect that goes 

beyond traditional school norms.  We live by and practice “The Seven Habits of Happy Children” 

developed by Stephen and Sean Covey.  You may be familiar with “The Seven Habits” books by these 

famous authors.  When you come to Leadership Day, we will explain all of this to you in greater detail 

and you will tour our school to see the habits displayed throughout our building.  We want you to come 

in our doors and see what amazing things are going on here.  We want our public to know what we are 

doing and we hope you will become more engaged with us on this journey.  We are not asking for 

money or any kind of donations, but just for your eyes and ears for about an hour so you will have first-

hand knowledge of The Leader in Me at CIAA.   

You will be led through the entire program by children.  Our students take on leadership roles and 

responsibilities in this school.  We are excited about our progress and want to share our good news with 

our community.  Please mark your calendar and visit with us for our 3rd Annual Leadership Day.  To 

prepare yourself for this, please read more at http://www.theleaderinme.org/ 

Thank you for your support.   We look forward to seeing you January 27 at 9:00 am! 

 

Sincerely, 

Covington Integrated Arts Academy 

 

 

 

  
http://ciaa.tipton-county.com/ 

 
 

please scroll down for more information 

 



Lead Out Loud 
#LOL 

  

Covington Integrated Arts Academy 

Cordially invites you to our annual 

Leadership Day! 

 

When:    January 27, 2017 

 

Time:    9:00 a.m. 

 

Where:    Covington Integrated Arts Academy 
    760 Bert Johnson Avenue 

    Covington, TN 

 
Come see YOUR neighborhood school at 

work building the future! 
 

Please contact tanderson@tipton-county.com or 901-840-9150 for more info! 
 

mailto:tanderson@tipton-county.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.richlandrecreation.com/Facilities/Schoolhouse3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.richlandrecreation.com/Facilities/Fairview.html&docid=G2Vm027QFxsFfM&tbnid=JKZELmDscShwTM:&vet=1&w=400&h=360&bih=665&biw=1257&q=schools images&ved=0ahUKEwjW5Mn-57rRAhVM1mMKHZ9aCZYQMwiRASgpMCk&iact=mrc&uact=8


COVINGTON 
BASEBALL 

 
2017 REGISTRATION 

 
Sign-Ups for Covington Baseball 

Will be held on Saturdays in January 
 

January 7, 14, 21, & 28 
Oak Grove Church 9:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Sportsplex Jan 7, 14, & 21 9:30 – 12:00 noon 
Open to Ages 3-12 

 
Registration Fees (ages 5-12) $85 

(Includes Shirt, Pants, Hat, Belt and Socks) 
 

Registration Fees (ages 3-4) $50 
(Includes Shirt and Hat) 

 
Can also go to Ted's Glass Monday – Friday 8:00-5:00 

 
*** Copy of Birth Certificate is required to register *** 

 
Families with 3 or more children will receive discount 

 
 

QUESTIONS?   Email us at CovingtonDYB@gmail.com or find us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/covingtondixieyouthbaseball 

Alicia Shires - 901-299-7306 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

Covington High School Book Drive 
Please donate any unwanted books to a local Chamber of 

Commerce, business, or directly to Covington High School. 

 

All books will be used throughout Tipton County to promote literacy 

among students. Books not age appropriate will be sent to other 

Covington schools or traded in for more age appropriate material.  

Thank you for your support of our students! 

Please call Megan Young at 901-475-5850 or 901-552-8336 for more information.  

She can provide a collection box and pick-up, if needed.   
 

There is a drop-off box at Covington City Hall 

 



 
 

Satisfy your chocolate craving and do a little shopping, too, at the 2017 

Chocolate Tour on the square in Covington.  Make plans to attend this fun 

event on February 11 from 10:00 – 4:00.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

  
 
 

                Tipton County Museum has a Youtube channel!  In their first video, Director Foster talks about the 

upcoming Watercolor Botanicals class, and gives a short demo on painting an apple in watercolor.  

Click here to view:  https://youtu.be/4R9vmN1K3Lg 

 

                Thank you for your continued support of the Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature 

Center.  The number of visitors has increased, along with our membership. Director Foster extends her 

appreciation to the community for this and welcomes all to come in, look around, and get involved.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
https://youtu.be/4R9vmN1K3Lg
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The year 2016 was a fruitful one for the Tipton County Museum!  On October 11, 2016, 

the Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center became a Certified Wildlife Habitat 

with the National Wildlife Federation.  We are proud of this designation, and of our Nature Center, 

which provides our wildlife food, water, cover, and places to raise their young.  Our Nature Trail 

behind the museum is an easy half mile hike, and is a great place to observe wildlife in their natural 

habitat.  The trail makes a large loop, so there is no risk of getting lost.  There is no charge to hike 

the trail, which is open during daylight hours. 

 

Sherri Onorati is the new “Archivist and Program Coordinator” at the Tipton County Museum.  Sherri 

is a retired Navy Chief, a genealogist, and a former reporter for the Leader.  She has been busy 

perusing our artifacts, and has added many of them to our military exhibit.  This new exhibit, “More 

Stories from Home” is now on display, and contains not only artifacts from the Vietnam era, but 

artifacts from World War I, World War II, and the Korean War as well.  Please visit us soon and see 

what’s new! 

 

In addition to our military and nature exhibits inside the museum, we are adding a third exhibit in, 

“Tipton County:  Our Rich Heritage,” that chronicles the rich history of Tipton County.  Featured in 

this exhibit is Historian Ms. Hattye Yarbrough, who taught school in Tipton County for many years.  

We are proud to recognize Ms. Hattye, who recently donated her scrapbook to the Smithsonian’s 

National Museum of African American History.  Please join us on Thursday evening, February 16, 

2017 at 5:30 as we celebrate Black History Month, our “Tipton County:  Our Rich Heritage” exhibit, 

and we honor Ms. Hattye for her contributions to our community.  Refreshments will be served and 

everyone is invited.   

 

The February Gardening Series is returning!  Every Saturday morning in February from 10 until 11:30 

there a gardening lecture in our conference room.  On February 4, Tipton County Master Gardener 

Sherl Rose presents “Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden.”  On February 11, Garden Historian Dominique 

Bellott presents “Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment,” which is about the history of Japanese 

Gardens. On February 18, University of Tennessee Commercial Horticulture Extension Agent Booker 

T. Leigh presents “Getting Your Lawn Ready for Summer” and on February 25 Tipton County Master 

Gardener Paula Sweatt will talk about container gardens and vertical landscapes in “How Does Your 

Garden Grow?”  Lectures are free to Museum Members and $5 General Public.  Museum 

memberships start at $25 and are available at the door.  Membership entitles you to free lectures, a 

10% discount at our gift shop, and reduced program fees for art classes.  

 

Our Veteran of the Month program continues to be a success!  We now have honored twenty four 

Tipton County Veterans for their service and dedication to our country.  It is vital we recognize and 

honor these fine men and women in their lifetime.  This recognition stretches beyond the local level; 

Tennessee State Representative Debra Moody and Tennessee Speaker of the House Beth Harwell 



award a proclamation and a U.S. flag that has been flown over the state capital in Nashville to each 

honoree.  The Veteran of the Month reception is held the second Tuesday evening of each month at 

6:30.  Refreshments are always served, and everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  If you 

would like to nominate a Tipton County Veteran for this honor, please call the museum at (901) 

476-0242 and we will gladly mail you a nomination form. 

 

Richard Reed is our 2017 Artist in Residence.  Richard is an award winning artist, a retired Visual 

Arts Teacher from Munford High School, and a member of both the Tipton Art League and the 

Memphis Sketchers.  His exhibit “A Sketch a Day or More” will be on display in the conference room 

beginning in January.  You will have the chance to meet him on Tuesday evening, January 24, 2017 

at 5:30 when we have a reception in his honor.  Refreshments will be served and everyone is 

welcome.  We are looking forward to Richard lecturing and teaching art classes in 2017! 

 

In addition to celebrating Black History Month in February, the Tipton County Museum will be 

celebrating Women’s History Month in March with a variety of events.  On Saturday, March 4, Artist 

in Residence Richard Reed will lecture about Georgia O’Keeffe at 10 a.m., and he and Museum 

Director Barrie Foster will lead participants in painting O’Keeffe’s “Blue Morning Glories” from 1 to 4 

p.m. in the conference room.  The lecture is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public, and 

the painting class is $35 for Museum Members and $40 General Public.  No previous art experience 

is required, and we furnish all the supplies.  We ask that you do register for the art class, so we can 

be sure to have plenty of art supplies for everyone.  Then on Saturday, March 11, Garden Historian 

Dominique Bellott will be talking about the evolution of women landscape architects in “Women in 

the Garden” at 10 a.m.  Her lecture is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public.  On Saturday, 

March 18, Military Women Across the Nation will present “Women’s Military Service through the 

Years” at 10 a.m.  This event is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public. 

 

Director Barrie Foster continues to teach art at the Tipton County Museum.  She will be teaching 

“Watercolor Botanicals” on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8.  Class dates are January 31, February 7, 

21, & 28. Program fee is $60 Museum Members and $80 General Public.  No previous art experience 

is required.  Please call the Tipton County Museum at (901) 476-0242 for a supply list and to 

register for the class. 

 

Because of the generous support of our members, the City of Covington, and Tipton County, there is 

no admission fee to tour the Tipton County Museum.  We also gratefully acknowledge the support of 

the Tipton County Veterans Council, Bank of Tipton, Patriot Bank, the Tipton County Master 

Gardeners, and our volunteers.  If you are not already a member of the Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial, and Nature Center, please consider becoming one in 2017.  Just call the 

museum at (901) 476-0242 and we will gladly mail you a membership application. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 



 
The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial and Nature Center 
Veteran of the Month for January, 2017 

 

Jesse Hill, Sr. 
 

 

 Jesse Hill, Sr. was born on August 4, 1923 in Covington, Tennessee, to Sloan and Mattie 
Tipton Hill.  He is the middle child of three children.  He attended Tabernacle School.  In 1938, 
he joined Salem M.B. Church in Mason, Tennessee, where he has served as a choir member, 
deacon, and trustee, and is still a member.  He served in the United States Army from 1943 to 
1946 as a construction machine operator, and he saw service in New Guinea and Luzon, 
Philippines.   During his military career he was awarded the World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal Ribbon with Two Bronze Service Stars, and the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with Bronze Star.  
 
 After returning home from the service in 1946 he married the former Laura Mae 
Culbreath and to this union seven children were born.  In 1956 he began working for 
Thornton’s Construction Company.  He also farmed, which included raising cattle and hogs, 
and growing vegetables to feed his family.  He loved to hunt and fish.  In 1963 he joined the 
Christian Aid Male Chorus and has been a member of that organization for fifty three years.  In 
1971 he retired from his civilian job and from farming, but he continued to hunt, fish, and 
grow vegetables.  At ninety three years old, he planted a vegetable garden this year.  He would 
like to do more, but his health has prevented him from doing so.  Jesse Hill, Sr. can still 
remember things from many years ago. 
 
 As of 2016, Jesse Hill, Sr. and Laura Mae have been married for seventy years.  They live 
in Covington with their daughter, Maggie Jean.  Their son Jesse Hill, Jr., was also a United 
States Army Veteran but sadly passed away on January 30, 2013.  Jesse and Laura Mae are 
proud grandparents of twenty grandchildren, twenty five great grandchildren, and one great-
great grandchild.   He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by his good friend Feaster 
Williamson, Jr. 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 
 
 
 

 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php




 


