City of Covington Newsletter
Highlights from the Week*

January 03 — January 06

Two Covington Schools Earn Top Rankings
According to 2016 State Testing Results

Five Tipton County Schools are performing at or above state standards according to the 2016 Tennessee Report
Card information. The Report Card provides information on student achievement on state assessments,
graduation rates, and ACT scores, among other things. Students at Covington High School, Covington
Integrated Arts Academy, and Atoka, Drummonds, and Munford Elementary Schools are exceeding
expectations according to the 2016 Tennessee Department of Education data. The Tennessee Value Added
Assessment System (TVAAS) is an analysis used to measure the impact of districts, schools, and teachers on
academic progress from year to year. TVAAS levels range from 1 — 5. Levels 4 and 5 indicate student growth
and/or performance that exceeds expectations. A score of 3 indicates performance at expectations, and 1 and 2
indicates performance below expectations. 2016 was the first year for students to be tested using the State’s new
TNReady standards. Covington High School earned level 5 and Covington Integrated Arts Academy earned
level 4. Mayor Hanson extended his congratulations to the administration and students at Covington High
School and Covington Integrated Arts Academy for their exceptional performance on the 2016 State tests. For
more information on your child’s school, link here to The Leader’s article or visit the Tennessee Department

website at https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/report-card/#/.
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Mayor Hanson visited with the 8" grade
algebra class at Covington Integrated Arts
Academy (L) and their teacher Shari Keough.
He encouraged them to stay focused and keep
up the good work. He also congratulated
CIAA Principal Autrell Williams, other
administrators, teachers, and students at
CIAA (below R) for achieving level 4 on
Tennessee’s TVAAS value added scale. He
also visited with Principal Mark McClain,
other administrators and students at
Covington High School (below L) to
congratulate them for their level 5
performance. This is the 5" consecutive year
CHS has scored at the top on Tennessee’s
ranking scale.



http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/2015-16-high-school-results
https://www.measuretn.gov:444/ReportCard/Main/CurrentReportCard#/academic-snapshot
http://www.covingtonleader.com/news/report-card-schools-drop-to-level-as-change-in-standards/article_7f8df704-d37c-11e6-8bcd-b7a44706b9f4.html

Covington Fire Departent tralnlng New Hires

" Covington Fire
Department’s
Assistant Chief
Richard Griggs is
training new hires
Cody Faulk, Matt
Gardiner, and Lee
Hadley. All three
have been volunteer
fire fighters for 6
years. These are the
first new hires at CFD
since 1996.

Covington Planning Commission Approves US Cold Storage

Expansion

The Covington Municipal-Regional Planning Commission held their regular monthly meeting at
Covington City Hall on November 1, 2016, at 12:00 noon with the following members present: Chairman
Joe Swaim, Commissioners Joe Auger, Alderman William Timberlake, and Alice Fisher. Also present
were Code Enforcement/Building Official Lessie Fisher, Planner Randy Nelson, Fire Inspector Sammy
Beasley, Angie Thweatt, and Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn.

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Joe Swaim. A motion was made by Alice Fisher and seconded
by Joe Auger that the Minutes of the preceding meeting be approved as written and distributed to the
Board. Motion passed.

A site plan was submitted for an expansion to the United Cold Storage Frozen Distribution Center
located on Highway 51 North for approval. Planner Randy Nelson recommended the approval of the sire
plan upon confirmation that parking is sufficient to cover any additional employees resulting from the
expansion. Angie Thweatt, A2H representative, will send confirmation from the architect firm that
parking is sufficient for additional employees.

Motion was made by Alice Fisher and seconded by Joe Auger to approve the site plan for the expansion
of the United Cold Storage Frozen Distribution Center subject to confirmation of sufficient parking for
additional employees resulting from this expansion. Motion passed.

Discussion began on sign regulations. The possibility of forming a committee to review the sign
ordinance was discussed. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:35. There was
no meeting scheduled for December.
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The Covington Municipal-Regional Planning Commission held their regular monthly meeting at
Covington City Hall on January 3, 2017, at 12:00 noon with the following members present: Chairman
Joe Swaim, Alderman C.H. Sullivan, Sue Rose, and Johnny Walker. Also present were Planner Will
Radford, Fire Inspector Sammy Beasley, Codes Enforcement and Building Inspector Lessie Fisher,
and Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn. There weren’t enough members present for a quorum, so those
in attendance welcomed Alderman Sullivan and gave him a quick overview of their responsibilities.

Covington Public Works Committee Approves Change in Policy

The Public Works Committee held its regular monthly meeting at Covington City Hall on January 3,
2017, at 1:00 with the following members present: Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan, Alderman John
Edwards, Alderman Drew Glass, Mayor Justin Hanson, Public Works Director David Gray, Codes and
Building Inspector Lessie Fisher, Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn, Utilities Manager Calvin Johnson,
Street Sanitation Supervisor James Dowell, Sara Gangaware, Assistant to the Mayor, and David Gwinn

Having a quorum present, Chairman McGowan called the meeting to order at 1:00.

CPW Director Gray welcomed new committee member Alderman Drew Glass.

Gray reviewed some information about gas management and supply for benefit of the new member. Gray
went on to say that in July, we found out Tenergy was getting out of the gas business — they had been our
management firm for about 16 years — so we are in the process of finding a new gas supplier. Gray went
through several suppliers stating their rates and their references, including Atmos Energy, BP, and
Conoco-Phillips. He reviewed the process of purchasing gas throughout the year so that we are prepared
for winter and high usage months. Gray recommended contracting with Atmos Energy, at least for a
year or two to see how it will work out. Gray stated he has also conferred with other municipalities and
those representatives are also leaning toward Atmos Energy, as well. At this time, Atmos is about a
$55,000 savings (over three years) than what we are currently paying with Tenergy. Gray stated reps
from Tenergy have been very helpful and supportive throughout the years, and the people he has worked
with so far at Atmos are also helpful. He has worked with them to set up spreadsheets and feels Atmos
will help make a smooth transition.

Alderman Edwards asked Gray if BP and/or Conoco Phillips could make a presentation to the Board just
like Atmos did. Gray stated he hasn’t had success meeting with BP representatives, and he has made
three attempts to meet with them, including trying to get them to a Board meeting already. Glass stated
this lack of response is a red flag on customer service, in his opinion. Glass then moved for the committee



to accept Director Gray’s recommendation to contract with Atmos Energy. The contract that has been
presented by Atmos is a 3-year contract and Gray stated he is comfortable with this. Hanson seconded.
Alderman Edwards stated he will refuse to vote on the motion because he hasn’t heard presentations
from the other companies. McGowan asked Edwards to elaborate. Edwards stated he doesn’t feel
comfortable voting at this time because he wants to hear from all companies involved. McGowan stated
it would have been nice for the others to come and present to us, but they didn’t, and he feels comfortable
going with Director Gray’s recommendation. Mayor Hanson asked Utilities Manager Calvin Johnson his
thoughts on these three companies. Johnson stated he felt there was a red flag with BP. Motion to
contract with Atmos as recommended by Director Gray was voted on and passed with Alderman
Edwards voting no.

The next item of business was the Account Name Change policy — Director Gray distributed the original
policy highlighted in yellow and the updated (draft) policy was included in his packet. He stated the
changes have been made as requested by Alderwoman Minnie Bommer. Gray reiterated that surviving
spouses should not have to pay for utilities to be changed into their names when a spouse dies, and that is
what is reflected in the updated policy. McGowan asked Gray if he is comfortable with the wording in
the proposed change, and Gray stated that he is, stating that this is a policy change (not change in code)
and covers surviving spouse only. Alderman Edwards asked if City Attorney Rachel Witherington has
approved this change. Gray stated that she has not been asked to review it yet. Glass motioned to
approve the policy change pending legal review, Alderman Edwards seconded, and motion passed
unanimously.

Next, Gray stated the street sweeper is in and he is in the process of getting the title. This is taking more
time than usual due to holidays. Gray stated he has two employees eager to start using it. Gray will send
these two employees (one operator and one mechanic) to two days of training on operating and
maintaining the new street sweeper in February. Training is in Waco Texas. The dealer will provide
transportation to and cover the costs of training. Alderman Edwards asked if the truck will have GPS on
it. Gray stated he will have that put on to show where the truck operates at all times. Edwards asked if
this will create a record of the whereabouts of City vehicles, and Gray stated yes and we already have
that on almost all City vehicles.

Alderman Glass asked about street paving — what areas are scheduled? Gray stated he will start that
evaluation, but reminded the committee that when we pave a street, we are also required to update all
ADA access. Gray stated we have a small amount in that account, and anticipates waiting until next fall
to pave. Gray stated he is working on this project and is already in the process of setting up training for
himself and others to be able to assess paving needs with ADA accessibility in mind.

Chairman McGowan asked Mayor Hanson if we had researched changing over to LED street lighting to
save money, citing a project like this in Somerville. Hanson stated he had done some research and Gray
stated he has conferred with Tim Sallee at Covington Electric about this. Gray stated lights that were
changed out in Somerville were moved and used in other places and it is his understanding that Sallee
(Covington Electric) doesn’t believe it will be cost effective for Covington if we can’t use those fixtures
elsewhere. McGowan continued discussion about how Somerville has saved money by changing out their
streetlights to LED. McGowan asked Mayor if he wants him to set up meeting with Sallee. Glass
suggested bringing this up to Electric Board. Edwards stated he believes a face to face meeting would be
most productive. Hanson stated he would set up meeting with Sallee for a follow-up on this topic.
McGowan reiterated that he believes savings will offset the costs of changing out all streetlights in
Covington. Gray stated there is a process of changing out lights and some new ones have been ordered
via Covington Electric. Mayor Hanson stated that Covington Electric owns the lights on the light poles,
and he has already discussed this with Director Sallee, however, he will set up a meeting to follow up.



Edwards asked if Gray has assessed Sandpiper area street lights. Gray stated he has assessed Frazier
Park area and it is his understanding that Covington Electric also makes regular assessments throughout
the city. Edwards stated there are very few lights in Sandpiper area. Gray said he will assess that area
tonight.

Edwards asked Gray how things are going on leaf pickup. Gray stated he believes things are going well
and they are steadily vacuuming them up. Gray stated that his greatest concern at this time is getting
people licensed with CDL.

Lessie Fisher has been short-handed and did not have a presentation today. She will present in
February.

Glass moved to accept Gray’s report and Edwards seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting
adjourned.

Join your Covington - Tipton County Chamber of Commerce for an

Open House Event

for Third Thursday

Stop by for a meet and greet anytime from

5:00pm - 7:00pm on

January 19th at the Chamber office

to Meet the New Executive Director and
Assistant Director!




Join Team Tipton & Walk Across Tipton County

TIPTON
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January 27 — Garland Community Center (inside) — 10:00 am
February 24 — Cobb-Parr Park in Covington — 10:00 am

March 24 — Choose between Atoka Greenway or Brighton Park 10:00 am
April 28 — Mason —10:00 am

May 26 — Drummonds Park — 10:00 am

June 23 — Charleston Cemetery — 10:00 am

We will update this section with more information and details as we
get them.
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Mayor Hanson joined other leaders from across West Tennessee and members of the Tennessee

When Mayor Justin Hanson,
Executive Jeff Huffman, members
of their staff, aldermen and
commissioners attended the 2016
Governor’s Conference back in
October, they discovered the
theme was “Team Tennessee.”
Throughout the conference, they
heard the team concept and also
learned more about the Healthier
Tennessee initiative. This inspired
them to create Team Tipton that
will focus on health and well-being
right here at home. Team Tipton
was further developed in Mayor
Hanson’s office with the idea of
walking “across” Tipton County.
All Tipton Countians are welcome
to join in these walks with a focus
on getting out, moving more, and
improving our health. Join us at
the locations listed left and get a
taste of all corners of T-County!

Municipal League in Bartlett Wednesday for the district meeting. Pictured above are Celeste Taylor
and John Holloway with TML Risk Management, Margaret Mahery, TML Executive Director, Paula
Sedgwick, TML District 8 Director, Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald, and Dawn Crawford, President

TML Risk Management



Dates to Remember...

e January 6 — Back the Blue Scroll down for information on our local Sea of Blue event.

e January 10 — COFFEE with THE MAYOR - Sookie’s Bake Shop — 7:30 — 9:00

e January 10 - Board of Mayor and Alderman — 5:30 pm — Board Room at City Hall

e January 14 - Ty’s Heart 5K — scroll down for more information.

e January 19 — Third Thursday at The Chamber Center — come meet the NEW Covington-Tipton County
Chamber Director and Assistant Director. 5:30

e January 24 — COFFEE with THE MAYOR - Sookie’s Bake Shop — 7:30 — 9:00

e January 24 — Board of Mayor and Alderman — 5:30 pm — Board Room at City Hall

e January 27 - First “leg” of Walk Across Tipton County — Garland Community Center — 1598 Garland
Drive - 10:00 am. Put on your walking shoes and join us INSIDE for this first installment as we walk
across Tipton County!

e February 04 — Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden — part of the Garden Series — 10:00-11:30. Tipton County
Museum - 751 Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington. Call 901-476-0242 for more information

e February 07 — COFFEE with THE MAYOR — Sookie’s Bake Shop — 7:30 — 9:00

e February 11 — Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment — 10:00 — 11:30 — Tipton County Museum — 751
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington. Call 901-476-0242 for more information

e Chocolate Tour on the Square in Covington — 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

e February 16 — Tribute to Ms. Hattye Yarbrough for her contributions to Black History in Covington
and at The Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. — Tipton County Museum & Veteran’s
Memorial, 5:30 — 7:00 - Call 901-476-0242 for more information.

e February 18 — Getting your Lawn ready for Summer - 10:00 — 11:30 — Tipton County Museum — 751
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington. Call 901-476-0242 for more information

e February 21 - COFFEE with THE MAYOR - Sookie’s Bake Shop — 7:30 — 9:00

e February 24 — Team Tipton continues walk across Tipton County - Cobb-Parr Park — Covington - 10:00

e February 24 — Reception at Museum for Artist in Residence Richard Reed - 5:30 — 7:00.

e February 25 - How Does your Garden Grow? - 10:00 — 11:30 — Tipton County Museum — 751 Bert
Johnston Avenue, Covington. Call 901-476-0242 for more information

e March 24 — Walk Across Tipton County — Atoka Greenway — 10:00

Keep up with News, Events, and
Information from Covington and
Tipton County

City of Covington Tipton County Schools

Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce South Tipton Chamber of Commerce

Tipton County Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region
Covington Sportsplex Covington Agquatic Center

Drug Free Tipton Tipton County Museum

Tipton County Veterans Services Officer Alex Jones has announced new hours at the Munford location. If you have
any questions please don't hesitate to contact his office 901.476.2456.

Monday: 7:30 am - 3:30 pm

Tuesday: 7:30 am —3:30 pm

Wednesday: 7:30 am —3:30 pm


http://backtheblue.us/
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
file://///gatekeeper/users/mayors%20office/Newsletters/2016/www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events. All official minutes and documents can be viewed at
Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN.
K or on our website at www.covingtontn.com
c\\\\ : * The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Check out DRUG FREE TIPTON’S WE BELIEVE video
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On Friday, 06 January 2017 at 5:30 PM, the Tipton County Sheriff’s Office is having a “Sea of Blue”
Memorial for all fallen law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty. This is the ten year anniversary of
Tennessee Highway Patrol Trooper Calvin Jenk’s murder on Highway 14 in Tipton County. The “sea of blue”
consists of law enforcement officers from various law enforcement agencies traveling in procession on a
route with blue lights illuminated on their cruisers. This light display is a visible sign of honor and in the
memory of a fallen comrade within the law enforcement community.

On January 6™ 2007, Trooper Calvin Jenks left the Criminal Justice Complex after an arrest, traveled back to
the area of Highway 14, and moments later was murdered. The Tipton County Sheriff's Office has erected a
memorial honoring Trooper Jenks at the site on Highway 14.

The “sea of blue” will begin at the parking lot of the Tipton County Criminal Justice Complex, proceed to
Highway 59, then down Highway 14, and will stop at the site on Highway 14 to an awaiting lone THP
cruiser. The procession will gather at the site of the memorial for a brief prayer and moment of silence and
will conclude by following the lone THP cruiser to the intersection of Highway 14 and Highway 54. Citizens
are invited to gather along the procession route and join us at the site on Highway 14. The Jenks family will
be a part of the procession during this 10" Anniversary Memorial.

“This memorial serves as a reminder to every law enforcement officer of the dangers that our profession
holds and the ultimate sacrifice that Trooper Jenks made on 06 January 2007 and the sacrifices made every
day by law enforcement officers throughout our Nation. As we hold this memorial, please pray for the
families of those law enforcement officers who have been killed in the line of duty and for the continued
safety of the many men and women who serve this community and State every day.”

From Chief Turner @ TCSO,

Due to the weather the Sea of Blue Memorial has been cancelled tonight and is rescheduled until Thursday,
12 January 2017 at 5:30 PM. Please help to pass the word of the cancellation.


http://www.covingtontn.com/
https://youtu.be/q20FxHU534I
http://backtheblue.us/

Sugaright (subsidiary of CSC Sugar) is growing and looking to hire a few good folks for
entry level Tech positions! In 2017, we will install equipment that will enable us to appeal
to a broader range of potential Customers. We need more reliable and flexible folks that
want to be part of a small Team in a fast moving and entrepreneurial company. Previous
manufacturing experience desired and willingness to work off shifts and occasional
weekends is a must. If interested, please send resumes to dmatthews@-cscsugar.com.

Give Blood, Save Lives, and Maybe Win a Gift Card!

Through our recent Lifeblood drive here
at Covington City Hall, we were able to
save up to 45 lives in our area. Several of
our employees donated the gift of life, and
Covington Public Works employee Cody
Peeler was the lucky winner of a $50 Visa
gift card because of his donation. If you
missed the last one, our next blood drive is
scheduled for Thursday, March 9 at City
Hall from 9:00 to 2:00

At left, Mayor Justin Hanson presented
Cody Peeler with the $50 Visa gift card he
won through a random drawing for
donating blood.



mailto:dmatthews@cscsugar.com

City of Covington Prepares for Inclement Weather

Director David Gray stated that equipment and crews are ready to move out when the weather gets bad....and
they did! Kudos to these men who work through all kinds of weather to make our lives better and safer.




Motivational Speaker was Special Guest at Rotary Club

Rotarian Winston Howard brought in motivational speaker
Lawrence Thompson for the Rotary Club regular meeting

Thursday. Mayor Hanson was Howard’s special guest and
was welcomed by President Glenn Baker.

Mr. Thompson has written a book called “Sore Loser — The Secret Passion Within” and gave away two copies
of this book in a drawing.

Join Mayor Justin Hanson and
a host of others at the Martin
Luther King Celebration at
Ripley High School on Sunday,
January 15, 2017 at 4:00 pm.
The event titled “Eracism” is
not only a tribute to Dr. King,
but will also highlight African
American contributions
throughout history, including
music. The program is in
honor of Dr. King’s birthday
and Black History Month. The
Tipton County Museum will
honor Ms. Hattye Yarbrough in

Sunday, Januaw 15, 2017
4:00 PM - 5:00 P

Ripley High School Theater
254 South Jefferson Street

SR, THONR February. Scroll down for
Featuring ' inf i,

Community Mass Choir more information.

Emcee

Mayor Justin Hanson



COVINGTON
BASEBALL

2017 REGISTRATION

Sign-Ups for Covington Baseball
Will be held on Saturdays in January

January 7, 14, 21, & 28
Oak Grove Church 9:00 am — 12:00 noon
Sportsplex Jan 7, 14, & 21 9:30 — 12:00 noon
Open to Ages 3-12

Registration Fees (ages 5-12) $85
(Includes Shirt, Pants, Hat, Belt and Socks)

Registration Fees (ages 3-4) $50
(Includes Shirt and Hat)

Can also go to Ted's Glass Monday - Friday 8:00-5:00

**%* Copy of Birth Certificate is required to register ***

Families with 3 or more children will receive discount
QUESTIONS? Email us at CovingtonDYB@gmail.com or find us on

Facebook at www.facebook.com/covingtondixieyouthbaseball
Alicia Shires - 901-299-7306
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RUN TO GLORY SERIES

Garland Baptist Church, and the City of Covington
Parks & Recreation Department have partnered to Host
“Ty's Heart 5K” to assist the family of 2 year old Richard
Ty Bryan who is under going -l Transposition of the great
arteries for Pulmonary Atresia with VSD.

*Info for this defect can be found at www.chw.org

Run thru Covington’s beautiful Cobb-Parr Park & Munford Cemetery

Ty’s Heart Inaugural 5K

ONiy S30
Gariand '.'@ﬁr/) tivt Chuvel

To register or go to https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Covington/TysHeart5K
January 14, 2017
Covingtan A-T& L0:00 AM @ the Covington Sportsplex | sign up before

SP @RTSPLEX 790 Bert Johnston Ave December 30, 2016
Covington TN 38019 for a Ty’s Heart T-shirt
i on PARK
= Covingion K & 4,
Y = : i
= SP®RTSPLEX S
Spikeball ) 5

'i

join the movement

1St ANNUAL Sweetheartqa)
TOU RNAMENT

?15/%
Mixed Doubles (Couples Only) Valentines Tournament t
e Games Start @3PM Couple
2 ?\af—e‘? February 11, 2017 @ Covington Sportsplex *Age 18+
A ke 790 Bert Johnston Avenue

Covington TN 38019

https://spikeball.com/pages/official-rules

Portion of the proceeds to benefit the Boys & Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region




Covington High School Book Drive

please donate any unwanted books to a Llocal Chamber of
Commerce, business, or directly to Covington High School.
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All books will be used throughout Tipton County to promote literacy
among students. Books not age appropriate will be sent to other
Covington schools or traded in for more age appropriate material.
Thank you for your support of our students!

Please call Megan Young at 901-475-5850 or 901-552-8336 for more information.
She can provide a collection box and pick-up, if needed.
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Historic Downtown Covington, Tennessee Saturday, Feb 11th 10am - 4pm

Jing & Delicious Treats
creat [V locations on the
Downto uare

Covington Economic and Development Corporation (CEDC)
For more information, contact Covington-Tipton Co. Chamber of Commerce at (901) 476-9727

Satisfy your chocolate craving and do a little shopping, too, at the 2017
Chocolate Tour on the square in Covington. Make plans to attend this fun
event on February 11 from 10:00 — 4:00.



Tipton-Rosemark Academy

Bound for College. Prepared for Life.
8696 Rosemark Rd. illington, TN 38053
F

You're invited to take that next step at one of our

OPEN HOUSE EVENTS

3K, 4K, 5K "Little Rebel" Preview Days

Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Thursday, February 9, 2017
9am - 10am

Meet early childhood faculty & administration, engage in

interactive play and explore the campus.

Elementary Open House (Grades 1st - 5th)

§“nda¥f January 29, 2017 Bound for College.
pm - 4pm .

Meet elementary faculty & administration, visit classrooms Prepared for Life.

and explore the campus.

Rebel for a Day (Grades 5th - 11th)
Friday, February 10, 2017 Ask about $100 off your
Thursday, April 6, 2017

8:15am - 2:00pm

Prospective students are invited to shadow a current student,
visit classrooms, meet teachers & coaches and enjoy a
complimentary lunch.

2017-2018 contract fee!

Space is limited and RSVP is REQUIRED for all events.
Register by calling Suzanne Davidson at 901-829-6536.

What’s Happening at the Museum?



http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html

-— MEET THE ARTIST!
LIl 2017 ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Richard Reed

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2017
5:30—7 P.M.

With more than thirty years as an artist and art teacher, Richard has incorporated art into his daily
life. Rarely seen without his sketchbook nearby, his joy and spontaneity shine through in each piece
of his artwork. We are looking forward to him lecturing and teaching classes here at the Tipton
County Museum in 2017. Please join us Tuesday evening, January 24, from 5:30 to 7 as we welcome
him in his new endeavors! Refreshments will be served and everyone is invited.

Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center
751 Bert Johnston Ave., Covington, TN 38019
901-476-0242

<D Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center

2017 Artist in Residence

Richard Reed

A Sketch a Day ..... Or More

With more than thirty years as an artist and art teacher, Richard has incorporated art into his
daily life. Rarely seen without his sketchbook nearby, his joy and spontaneity shine through in each
piece of his artwork. He earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from what was then Memphis
State University and is member of the Tipton Art League and the Memphis Urban Sketchers. A
retired Visual Arts Teacher from Munford High School, Richard enjoys working in pen and ink,
watercolor, and acrylics. He particularly enjoys painting urban scenes and landscapes. He has
taught several art classes here at the Tipton County Museum, and he and his wife Diana live in

Drummonds.



| Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center
il Winter 2017 Newsletter

The year 2016 was a fruitful one for the Tipton County Museum! On October 11, 2016,
the Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center became a Certified Wildlife Habitat
with the National Wildlife Federation. We are proud of this designation, and of our Nature Center,
which provides our wildlife food, water, cover, and places to raise their young. Our Nature Trail
behind the museum is an easy half mile hike, and is a great place to observe wildlife in their natural
habitat. The trail makes a large loop, so there is no risk of getting lost. There is no charge to hike
the trail, which is open during daylight hours.

Sherri Onorati is the new “Archivist and Program Coordinator” at the Tipton County Museum. Sherri
is a retired Navy Chief, a genealogist, and a former reporter for the Leader. She has been busy
perusing our artifacts, and has added many of them to our military exhibit. This new exhibit, “More
Stories from Home” is now on display, and contains not only artifacts from the Vietnam era, but
artifacts from World War |, World War Il, and the Korean War as well. Please visit us soon and see
what’s new!

In addition to our military and nature exhibits inside the museum, we are adding a third exhibit in,
“Tipton County: Our Rich Heritage,” that chronicles the rich history of Tipton County. Featured in
this exhibit is Historian Ms. Hattye Yarbrough, who taught school in Tipton County for many years.
We are proud to recognize Ms. Hattye, who recently donated her scrapbook to the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of African American History. Please join us on Thursday evening, February 16,
2017 at 5:30 as we celebrate Black History Month, our “Tipton County: Our Rich Heritage” exhibit,
and we honor Ms. Hattye for her contributions to our community. Refreshments will be served and
everyone is invited.

The February Gardening Series is returning! Every Saturday morning in February from 10 until 11:30
there a gardening lecture in our conference room. On February 4, Tipton County Master Gardener
Sherl Rose presents “Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden.” On February 11, Garden Historian Dominique
Bellott presents “Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment,” which is about the history of Japanese
Gardens. On February 18, University of Tennessee Commercial Horticulture Extension Agent Booker
T. Leigh presents “Getting Your Lawn Ready for Summer” and on February 25 Tipton County Master
Gardener Paula Sweatt will talk about container gardens and vertical landscapes in “How Does Your
Garden Grow?” Lectures are free to Museum Members and $5 General Public. Museum
memberships start at $25 and are available at the door. Membership entitles you to free lectures, a
10% discount at our gift shop, and reduced program fees for art classes.

Our Veteran of the Month program continues to be a success! We now have honored twenty four
Tipton County Veterans for their service and dedication to our country. It is vital we recognize and
honor these fine men and women in their lifetime. This recognition stretches beyond the local level,
Tennessee State Representative Debra Moody and Tennessee Speaker of the House Beth Harwell



award a proclamation and a U.S. flag that has been flown over the state capital in Nashville to each
honoree. The Veteran of the Month reception is held the second Tuesday evening of each month at
6:30. Refreshments are always served, and everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. If you
would like to nominate a Tipton County Veteran for this honor, please call the museum at (901)
476-0242 and we will gladly mail you a nomination form.

Richard Reed is our 2017 Artist in Residence. Richard is an award winning artist, a retired Visual
Arts Teacher from Munford High School, and a member of both the Tipton Art League and the
Memphis Sketchers. His exhibit “A Sketch a Day or More” will be on display in the conference room
beginning in January. You will have the chance to meet him on Tuesday evening, January 24, 2017
at 5:30 when we have a reception in his honor. Refreshments will be served and everyone is
welcome. We are looking forward to Richard lecturing and teaching art classes in 2017!

In addition to celebrating Black History Month in February, the Tipton County Museum will be
celebrating Women'’s History Month in March with a variety of events. On Saturday, March 4, Artist
in Residence Richard Reed will lecture about Georgia O’Keeffe at 10 a.m., and he and Museum
Director Barrie Foster will lead participants in painting O’Keeffe’s “Blue Morning Glories” from 1 to 4
p.m. in the conference room. The lecture is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public, and
the painting class is $35 for Museum Members and $40 General Public. No previous art experience
is required, and we furnish all the supplies. We ask that you do register for the art class, so we can
be sure to have plenty of art supplies for everyone. Then on Saturday, March 11, Garden Historian
Dominique Bellott will be talking about the evolution of women landscape architects in “Women in
the Garden” at 10 a.m. Her lecture is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public. On Saturday,
March 18, Military Women Across the Nation will present “Women’s Military Service through the
Years” at 10 a.m. This event is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public.

Director Barrie Foster continues to teach art at the Tipton County Museum. She will be teaching
“Watercolor Botanicals” on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8. Class dates are January 31, February 7,
21, & 28. Program fee is $60 Museum Members and $80 General Public. No previous art experience
is required. Please call the Tipton County Museum at (901) 476-0242 for a supply list and to
register for the class.

Because of the generous support of our members, the City of Covington, and Tipton County, there is
no admission fee to tour the Tipton County Museum. We also gratefully acknowledge the support of
the Tipton County Veterans Council, Bank of Tipton, Patriot Bank, the Tipton County Master
Gardeners, and our volunteers. If you are not already a member of the Tipton County Museum,
Veterans Memorial, and Nature Center, please consider becoming one in 2017. Just call the
museum at (901) 476-0242 and we will gladly mail you a membership application.



TIPTON COUN'TY
M-U'S-E-U-M
At the Tipton County Museum

In Covington!

Museum Dollars! We now have Museum Dollars at the
Tipton County Museum in Covington. They may be
purchased for any amount and may be used towards
Museum Memberships, our Gift Shop, and Art Classes.
They make great gifts and may be purchased at any
time. Just call the Tipton County Museum at (901) 476
-0242 and we will be glad to help you.

The Tipton County Museum,
Veterans Memorial & Nature Center
751 Bert Johnston Ave., Covington, TN 38019
(901) 476-0242



Successtul Gardening—A

February Event at The
Tipton County Museum!

Saturday, February 4th 10 - 11:30 A.M.

“Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden”

o Guest Speaker - Sherl Rose: Urban Homesteader, former
President and Vice President of the Tipton County Master
Gardener Association, founder of the Facebook gardening

TIPTON COUNTY groups “The Hippie Homesteader” and “3 B's Gardener”
M-U-S-E-U-M Saturday, February 11th : 10- 11:30 A.M.
s gy “Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment“ - History of Japa-

nese Gardens

o Guest Speaker - Dominique Bellott, Master’s Degrees in
Speech Pathology and Romance Languages & Literature,
University of Memphis Italian instructor, Rhodes College

French Language and Literature instructor.

Saturday, February 18th: 10 - 11:30 A.M.
“Getting Your Lawn Ready for Summer”

ADMISSION PER o Guest Speaker - Booker T. Leigh, University of Tennessee
PROGRAM: Commercial Horticulture Extension Agent
$5.00 General Public Saturday, February 25th: 10 - 11:30 A.M.
FREE to Museum “How Does your Garden Grow?”**

o Guest Speaker - Paula Sweatt, Tipton County Master

Refreshments will be served. .
Gardener. **Feel free to bring pass-a-long plants

751 Bert Johnston Avenue
PO Box 768
Covington, TN 38019 This event is being made possible in part by the following
Phone: 901-476-0242 Corporate Sponsors:

yBank of Tipton

HOME STYLE SERVICE
A Branch of Bank of Ripley




The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, Veterans
Memorial and Nature Center
£2 Veteran of the Month for December 2016

— Ernest Bowling

Ernest Bowling was born in southeastern Kentucky on October 30, 1931. After
graduating from high school and with his only other options for employment being in
the coal mining or timber industries, he joined the U.S. Army. In October 1950 he
completed basic training in Ft. Knox and was shipped directly to Korea. He was there
when the Chinese attacked and earned his Purple Heart on February 11, 1951 in a
battle against North Korean and Chinese enemy forces at Sang-Sok, Korea. That
September Ernest transferred to Ft. Benning, Georgia, where he was honorably
discharged in 1953. He returned home to Kentucky where, in November 1955, he
completed vocational school to become a machinist. With no jobs available, Ernest
joined the U.S. Air Force in January of 1956. His duty stations included Freising,
Germany; Hamilton AFB, San Francisco; and Pease AFB, lllinois. Following his
honorable discharge in 1960, he worked for the Kentucky State Highway Department
for several years. In September of 1967, he joined the U.S. Navy and served two tours
of duty in Vietnam. His other Navy duty stations were Bermuda, Diego Garcia,
Memphis, Hawaii, and Japan. After his retirement in 1984, Ernest enjoyed a 10-year
civilian career as a private contractor working for the Navy. During his military career,
Ernest earned the Combat Infantryman Badge, Korean Service Medal (four awards),
Air Force Longevity Service Award, National Defense Service Medal, Vietham Service
Medal (two awards), Fleet Marine Combat Operations Insignia, Vietham Campaign
Medal, and Navy Good Conduct Medal (four awards).

In 1994, Ernest and his wife, Amy Jean Couch Bowling, retired to their home in
Munford. They have one son who lives in Tipton County and one daughter who lives in
Florida. Sadly, Amy Jean passed away 15 months ago. Ernest attends the Chapel at
NSA Mid-South in Millington and is a member of the Disabled American Veterans
Chapter 116 in Munford. He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by his son
Lonnie.

VETERANS - Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information — click here to learn more:
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php



http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php

FEBRUARY is
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

atthe TIPTON COUNTY MUSEUM

Local Teacher, Historian and Artist Ms. Hattye Yarbrough
recently donated her scrap book to the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of African American History in
Washington, D.C. Please join us as we honor Ms. Hattye for her
contributions to our community.

When:  Thursday evening, February 16, 5:30—7
Where:  Tipton County Museum
751 Bert Johnston Ave., Covington
Refreshments will be served and everyone is invited!
The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center
751 Bert Johnston Ave., Covington, TN 38019
(901) 476-0242




MARCH is WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

At the
TIPTON COUNTY MUSEUM

Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.—11:30, Artist in Residence
Richard Reed lectures about the life and artwork of

Georgia O’Keeffe, then leads participants in painting her
“Blue Morning Glories” in acrylics from 1 to 4.

Saturday, March 11, 10 a.m.—11:30, Garden
Historian Dominique Bellott talks about Women

Landscape Architects in “Women in the Garden.”

e 7=

Saturday, March 18, 10:30 a.m.—11:00,

Military Women Across the Nation presents

“Women’s Military Service Through the Years.”

Lectures are FREE to Museum Members, $5 General Public

O’Keeffe Art Class $35 Members, $40 General Public

The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center
751 Bert Johnston Ave., Covington, TN 38019
(901) 476-0242



