
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the Week*  

January 29 – February 04  

 

 

 

Sergeant Jason Denison and Sergeant 

First Class Charles Dyer, National 

guardsmen stationed in Covington, 

visited with Mayor Hanson recently.  

They want to establish a working 

relationship with the City of Covington 

and discussed some ways they may be 

able to get involved.  Mayor Hanson 

described it as a win-win.   

 

 

Baptist Hospital Tipton Donated AED to Covington Sportsplex 

 

 

Baptist Memorial Hospital Tipton 

donated a portable Automatic External 

Defibrillator (AED) machine to the 

Covington Sportsplex.  Employees of 

Baptist Hospital Tipton joined members 

of Covington’s Fire Department and 

Covington Sportsplex Monday for the 

donation.   At left, Mayor Justin Hanson 

discusses the benefits of an AED at the 

Sportsplex with Sam Lynd, 

Administrator & CEO of Baptist Tipton, 

and Joseph Mack, Covington Parks and 

Recreation Director.  



CPR classes taught for Public Works & Parks and Recreation Employees 

 
Firefighter/Paramedic Baker McCool and Care 

Officer/Paramedic Mark Heaston led the class, 

which included using a portable AED machine, as 

well.   

 
Participants began by listening, asking 

questions, and taking notes. 

 
Eventually, they practiced CPR on training 

equipment.  Above, Mayor Hanson applied 

compression and used the method he learned.   

 
When the class was complete, participants 

received a Heartsaver First Aid CPR and AED 

card showing they took the class and passed the 

exam.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mayor Hanson helps Dance Troupe  

 
Every year, the CIAA Dance Troupe goes to a Tremaine Dance Convention and Training 

Academy somewhere in the U.S.  This year, the group will train and compete in Dallas, Texas.  

As you can imagine, these kinds of trips are expensive and although the students have 

participated in fundraisers, they are still a little short. Mayor Justin Hanson met with CIAA 

dance teacher and choreographer Deborah Walker this week and presented her with a check to 

help make it possible for all of the dance troupe members to attend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tremainedance.com/


WestStar Met in Covington and Toured Area 
WestStar is a West Tennessee initiative through the University of Tennessee at Martin with a mission to 

identify, encourage and equip community-minded people who want to become more involved, who want 

to help West Tennessee become a better place, and who are willing to accept assertive and dynamic 

leadership roles. Participants learn new leadership skills and develop strategies for assisting communities 

in solving problems and maximizing potential. Participants also become part of a growing network of 

other leaders who through mutual support and assistance shape the future of West Tennessee.  

 

 
Covington Mayor Justin Hanson, a WestStar alumnus 

from the Class of 2016, welcomed the Class of 2017 to 

Covington and gave an overview of our city.  He also 

gave them Covington coffee mugs filled with Charms 

Blow Pops.  

 
County Executive Jeff Huffman also welcomed 

the group to Covington and Tipton County.  

Covington Fire Chief Michael Naifeh, who is a 

participant in the 2017 class, recognized them 

with gifts from the group. 

 
The WestStar Class of 2017 toured the Covington 

Unilever Plant, the largest ice cream manufacturer of its 

kind in the world.  Above, they are learning about the 

facility before putting on safety and sanitary gear for the 

tour.   

 
Assistant Director of the Covington-Tipton 

County Chamber of Commerce Lauren Fletcher 

gave the group an overview of the history of 

Covington and the Chamber of Commerce here.   

 

 

At left, USDA Rural Development Acting Director 

Harriet Cannon addressed the group about the 

services of USDA and how they can help in rural 

Tennessee communities.  Also on the afternoon 

agenda was information on workforce 

development and small businesses.  The group 

later toured the Covington Aquatic Center and 

Tipton County Museum.  They ended their day in 

Covington at Wyatt Earps for dinner.   

http://www.utm.edu/departments/weststar/


Dates to Remember 
 February 04 – Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden – part of the Garden Series – 10:00-11:30. Tipton County 

Museum – 751 Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 07 – COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 10 – Relay for Life Celebrity Waiter event – Gateway Baptist Church 7:00 – scroll down for 
more information.  

 February 11 – Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment – 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 11 - Chocolate Tour on the Square in Covington – 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.  Buy tickets in 
advance for only $5.   

 February 14 – Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting – City Hall – 5:30 

 February 16 – Tribute to Ms. Hattye Yarbrough for her contributions to Black History in Covington 
and at The Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. – Tipton County Museum & Veteran’s 
Memorial, 5:30 – 7:00 - Call 901-476-0242 for more information.    

 February 17 - Unity Within Diversity Gospel Extravaganza 7:00 pm Historic Ruffin Theater $5.00  

 February 18 – Getting your Lawn ready for Summer - 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 21 - COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 24 – Team Tipton continues walk across Tipton County - Cobb-Parr Park – Covington - 10:00  

 February 25 – 62nd Annual Lions Club Pancake Breakfast – CIAA – 6:00 am – 11:00 am $5 - children 
under 3 are free with ticket-holding adult(s). Proceeds are used to help needy Tipton County citizens 
with eyesight and/or hearing problems.    

 February 25 – How Does your Garden Grow? - 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 Bert 
Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 28 -  Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting – City Hall – 5:30 

 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 

Mr. Gaetano “Guy” Critelli is the Tipton County Veterans Service Officer. His office hours are Monday thru 
Wednesday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. You are encouraged to schedule an appointment, but walk-ins will be seen. 

1286 Munford Ave. 
Munford, TN  38058 
Office: 901.476.2456 

Fax: 901.837.9141 
Email: gcritelli@tiptonco.com 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
           or on our website at www.covingtontn.com 

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information from Covington and 

Tipton County 
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Job Opportunities for the City of Covington 
 
 
 

 

Mechanic 
General Summary: 

Performs servicing and mechanical repairs of 

vehicles and mechanical equipment of the City 

Summary of Job Responsibilities: 

Assists in the repairs of gasoline and diesel fuel 

equipment 

Uses test equipment as needed 

Provides emergency field assistance to disabled 

equipment as needed and appropriate 

Assists in the repairs of brake, engine, electrical, fuel, 

hydraulic, transmission, ignition, air exhaust axle 

assemblies, and related systems 

Performs related tasks as assigned by supervisor 

Grounds Maintenance 
General Summary: 

Performs a variety of semi-skilled tasks in the 

maintenance of grounds and operates a variety of 

equipment in the maintenance of city property. 

Summary of Job Responsibilities: 

Mows, landscapes, cleans city grounds 

Operates, cleans, services light duty vehicles, 

tractors, riding/push/pull mowers, weed eaters, chain 

saws, rakes, shovels, etc. 

Loads and unloads dirt, gravel, and debris.  Carries 

out seeding, fertilizing, top dressing, soil 

conditioning, watering, and pest & weed control. 

Assist street department employees as needed. 

 

 

 

Utility Repairman 
General Summary: 

Performs a variety of semi-skilled and skilled tasks in 

the construction, operation, repair, maintenance and 

replacement of City gas, water, and sewer facilities 

and systems.   

Summary of job Responsibilities: 

Plans, organizes, and implements construction 

maintenance and operation of activities designed to 

provide quality gas, water, and sewer service fot the 

city. 

Inspects and/or repairs regulator stations, pumping 

stations, meters, and sewer systems 

Assist in projecting needs for equipment purchases, 

materials, and supplies 

Maintain a variety of records 

Respond to complaints 

Drive trucks of various sizes and weights (with valid 

TN driver’s license with CDL endorsement-or be 

able to obtain upon employment) 

 

The above is a partial listing of these postings.  Please come to our Personnel 

Department at 200 West Washington Street or view the listings on our 

website for complete descriptions and application information.   
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/human-resources.html


 
 
 
 

 

 

REGISTER FOR SPRING SOCCER AND 
FLAG FOOTBALL HERE OR  

CALL THE COVINGTON SPORTSPLEX AT 
901-476-3734 

 

http://covingtontn.ezleagues.ezfacility.com/leagues.aspx


 

Mark your calendars for a Culinary and Wine Tasting fundraiser for DSCC. 
On Thursday, February 9th, from 6pm - 8:30pm enjoy a tasteful wine 
selection and delicious h'orderves for a good cause!  
What great date night fun! 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 

 



 

Dyersburg State Community College 

Annual College Transfer and Career Fair  

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY! 
 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Dyersburg State Community College 

Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County 

Baptist Memorial Health Care Academic Building 

3149 Highway 51 South, Covington, TN 38019 

 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Dyersburg State Community College 

Dale F. Glover Education Center 

1510 Lake Road, Dyersburg, TN 38024 

  

 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Dyersburg State Community College 

Gibson County Center 

2211 U.S. 45 Bypass, Trenton, TN 38382 

  

This event is for current DSCC students seeking to transfer to a four year college or 

university after graduation and for those seeking employment opportunities, 

internships, or job shadowing placement. 

  

 
 

 



 



 
 

Satisfy your chocolate craving and do a little shopping, too, at the 2017 

Chocolate Tour on the square in Covington.  Make plans to attend this fun 

event on February 11 from 10:00 – 4:00.   
 
 
 
 



 

Covington High School Book Drive 
Please donate any unwanted books to a local Chamber of 

Commerce, business, or directly to Covington High School. 

 

All books will be used throughout Tipton County to promote literacy 

among students. Books not age appropriate will be sent to other 

Covington schools or traded in for more age appropriate material.  

Thank you for your support of our students! 

Please call Megan Young at 901-475-5850 or 901-552-8336 for more information.  

She can provide a collection box and pick-up, if needed.   
 

There is a drop-off box at Covington City Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

 

 

There is no 3rd Thursday this month.   
We encourage you to attend  
Ms. Yarbrough’s reception at  
The Tipton County Museum. 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 



The Tipton County Museum has online videos Available for All 

 Tipton County Museum has a Youtube channel!  In their first video, Director Foster talks about the upcoming 

Watercolor Botanicals class, and gives a short demo on painting an apple in watercolor.  
Click here to view:  https://youtu.be/4R9vmN1K3Lg 

 

   

Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 
Winter 2017 Newsletter 

 

The year 2016 was a fruitful one for the Tipton County Museum!  On October 11, 2016, 

the Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center became a Certified Wildlife Habitat 

with the National Wildlife Federation.  We are proud of this designation, and of our Nature Center, 

which provides our wildlife food, water, cover, and places to raise their young.  Our Nature Trail 

behind the museum is an easy half mile hike, and is a great place to observe wildlife in their natural 

habitat.  The trail makes a large loop, so there is no risk of getting lost.  There is no charge to hike 

the trail, which is open during daylight hours. 

 

Sherri Onorati is the new “Archivist and Program Coordinator” at the Tipton County Museum.  Sherri 

is a retired Navy Chief, a genealogist, and a former reporter for the Leader.  She has been busy 

perusing our artifacts, and has added many of them to our military exhibit.  This new exhibit, “More 

Stories from Home” is now on display, and contains not only artifacts from the Vietnam era, but 

artifacts from World War I, World War II, and the Korean War as well.  Please visit us soon and see 

what’s new! 

 

In addition to our military and nature exhibits inside the museum, we are adding a third exhibit in, 

“Tipton County:  Our Rich Heritage,” that chronicles the rich history of Tipton County.  Featured in 

this exhibit is Historian Ms. Hattye Yarbrough, who taught school in Tipton County for many years.  

We are proud to recognize Ms. Hattye, who recently donated her scrapbook to the Smithsonian’s 

National Museum of African American History.  Please join us on Thursday evening, February 16, 

2017 at 5:30 as we celebrate Black History Month, our “Tipton County:  Our Rich Heritage” exhibit, 

and we honor Ms. Hattye for her contributions to our community.  Refreshments will be served and 

everyone is invited.   

 

The February Gardening Series is returning!  Every Saturday morning in February from 10 until 11:30 

there a gardening lecture in our conference room.  On February 4, Tipton County Master Gardener 

Sherl Rose presents “Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden.”  On February 11, Garden Historian Dominique 

Bellott presents “Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment,” which is about the history of Japanese 

Gardens. On February 18, University of Tennessee Commercial Horticulture Extension Agent Booker 

T. Leigh presents “Getting Your Lawn Ready for Summer” and on February 25 Tipton County Master 

Gardener Paula Sweatt will talk about container gardens and vertical landscapes in “How Does Your 

Garden Grow?”  Lectures are free to Museum Members and $5 General Public.  Museum 

https://youtu.be/4R9vmN1K3Lg


memberships start at $25 and are available at the door.  Membership entitles you to free lectures, a 

10% discount at our gift shop, and reduced program fees for art classes.  

 

Our Veteran of the Month program continues to be a success!  We now have honored twenty four 

Tipton County Veterans for their service and dedication to our country.  It is vital we recognize and 

honor these fine men and women in their lifetime.  This recognition stretches beyond the local level; 

Tennessee State Representative Debra Moody and Tennessee Speaker of the House Beth Harwell 

award a proclamation and a U.S. flag that has been flown over the state capital in Nashville to each 

honoree.  The Veteran of the Month reception is held the second Tuesday evening of each month at 

6:30.  Refreshments are always served, and everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  If you 

would like to nominate a Tipton County Veteran for this honor, please call the museum at (901) 

476-0242 and we will gladly mail you a nomination form. 

 

Richard Reed is our 2017 Artist in Residence.  Richard is an award winning artist, a retired Visual 

Arts Teacher from Munford High School, and a member of both the Tipton Art League and the 

Memphis Sketchers.  His exhibit “A Sketch a Day or More” will be on display in the conference room 

beginning in January.  You will have the chance to meet him on Tuesday evening, January 24, 2017 

at 5:30 when we have a reception in his honor.  Refreshments will be served and everyone is 

welcome.  We are looking forward to Richard lecturing and teaching art classes in 2017! 

 

In addition to celebrating Black History Month in February, the Tipton County Museum will be 

celebrating Women’s History Month in March with a variety of events.  On Saturday, March 4, Artist 

in Residence Richard Reed will lecture about Georgia O’Keeffe at 10 a.m., and he and Museum 

Director Barrie Foster will lead participants in painting O’Keeffe’s “Blue Morning Glories” from 1 to 4 

p.m. in the conference room.  The lecture is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public, and 

the painting class is $35 for Museum Members and $40 General Public.  No previous art experience 

is required, and we furnish all the supplies.  We ask that you do register for the art class, so we can 

be sure to have plenty of art supplies for everyone.  Then on Saturday, March 11, Garden Historian 

Dominique Bellott will be talking about the evolution of women landscape architects in “Women in 

the Garden” at 10 a.m.  Her lecture is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public.  On Saturday, 

March 18, Military Women Across the Nation will present “Women’s Military Service through the 

Years” at 10 a.m.  This event is free to Museum Members and $5 General Public. 

 

Director Barrie Foster continues to teach art at the Tipton County Museum.  She will be teaching 

“Watercolor Botanicals” on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8.  Class dates are January 31, February 7, 

21, & 28. Program fee is $60 Museum Members and $80 General Public.  No previous art experience 

is required.  Please call the Tipton County Museum at (901) 476-0242 for a supply list and to 

register for the class. 

 

Because of the generous support of our members, the City of Covington, and Tipton County, there is 

no admission fee to tour the Tipton County Museum.  We also gratefully acknowledge the support of 

the Tipton County Veterans Council, Bank of Tipton, Patriot Bank, the Tipton County Master 



Gardeners, and our volunteers.  If you are not already a member of the Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial, and Nature Center, please consider becoming one in 2017.  Just call the 

museum at (901) 476-0242 and we will gladly mail you a membership application. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, 
Veterans Memorial and Nature Center 

Veteran of the Month for February, 2017 
 

Charles Edward Mason 
 

 

 Born in Tipton County in 1941, Charles Edward Mason graduated from 
Frazier High School in 1961.  In 1967, after helping his grandfather farm in Tipton 
County for several years, Charles was drafted into the U.S. Army.  He began his 
service in Ft. Benning, Georgia, and was eventually sent to Vietnam as an 
infantryman for 12 months.  It was during this time that he earned and was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  The Army provided Charles an opportunity to visit 
areas of the world that were previously simply names on a globe.  In addition to 
his tours in Vietnam and in Ft. Knox, Kentucky, as a basic training instructor, he 
served two tours of duty in Germany, two in Korea, one in Honduras, and one in 
Panama.  He retired in 1992 and returned to Tipton County for his second career:  
18 years as a driver and instructor for Swift Transportation. 
 

 In addition to the Purple Heart, he was awarded the Air Medal, the Bronze 
Star, the Vietnam Campaign Medal, the Expert Infantry Badge, and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge.  Charles is a Deacon and Superintendent of Smith Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church in Brighton.  Charles has always appreciated nature and 
what it provides us.  In addition to the enjoyment he received from working on his 
grandfather’s farm, he has been an avid hunter throughout his life.  He is the very 
proud father of three daughters, two of whom live locally; the third lives in Ft. 
Benning, Georgia.  He also enjoys socializing with his Veteran friends over morning 
coffee at the local McDonalds several times a week.  Two of his granddaughters, 
Teddrianna Morgan and Jacquana Pearson, nominated him for Veteran of the 
Month. 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 
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