
 

 

City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the week of 

May 23 - 27, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 21, the Tipton County Public Library 

sponsored a “Story-walk” at the Tipton 

County Museum in Covington.  The children 

would read a page from the story, then do a 

related activity.  The story was "If you Give a 

Cat a Cupcake" by Laura Numeroff.  The 

various activities included a relay race, a 

beach ball toss, a treasure hunt, a birdseed 

toss, and decorating a cupcake with sprinkles. 

It was great family fun! Keep up with library 

events here. 

 

  

 

http://www.tiptoncountylibrary.com/html/home.html


 

 

 

Tuesday, May 17, The Finance and Administration Committee met at City Hall for their regular meeting.   

 

Chairman Jere Hadley called meeting to order – gave schedule for upcoming meetings during budget hearings.  First 

reading of budget is scheduled for June 14 at 5:30.  Called meeting June 21 at 1:00 – second reading.  June 28 – regular 

meeting at 5:30 – this will be public hearing and third and final reading of 2017 budget. Committee determined best 

time to start budget hearings will be Tuesday, May 24.   

 

Request from Association from Preservation for African American History & Culture in Tipton County (APAAHCITC) 

presentation by Ms. Olean Anderson….. 

 Handout (letter) was distributed about the APAAHCITC 

 Group wants to acquire Price House at intersection of N. Main Street and Highway 51 for African American 

History Museum 

 Dr. Price was first African American doctor in Tipton County.  

 Want this museum to exist under umbrella of Tipton County Museum – not a separate entity.  

 At stage where group needs to purchase property to make progress on restoration 

 Ms. Anderson stated that Tipton County Executive Jeff Huffman has given verbal support to match city 

assistance in purchasing this building.    

 Group asking city and county to share this cost – once property is purchased, group will apply for grants and 

assistance in renovating this property for the purpose of a museum.   

 Ms. Anderson and APAAHCITC believes this will be a tourist attraction that will bring tourism dollars into 

Covington.  

 Alderman Timberlake asked if building was appraised.  Alderwoman Bommer stated is has been appraised.  

Alderman Glass asked the appraised value – Chairman Hadley didn’t remember, but did remember that a 

presentation was made to museum board during previous administration.    

 Alderman McGowan believed there was a title issue – Alderwoman Bommer said that has been cleared up.  

McGowan asked what kind of annual financial commitment would be required.  Bommer believes something in 

the area of $10,000 per year – matching funds for grants, etc.  Bommer stated the group has already missed out 

on grant opportunities because they don’t already own the property.  House is on historical registry and cannot 

be torn down.  Alderwoman Bommer and Ms Anderson stated the APAAHCITC will continue to raise funds and 

they also want representation on museum board.   

 Alderman Glass – is this purchase time sensitive? Anderson stated house has been vacant for a while and 

building is in disrepair.  It is zoned commercial and negotiations to reduce price have not been successful.   

 Glass  - great idea to have museum – seems this has a lot to do with the home as much as the museum itself – 

would you be open to other locations to house this museum?  Other options?  Anderson – no other locations are 

under consideration at this time.  This house has Anderson also asked about renaming North Main Street Isaac 

Hayes Blvd. Hayes was born in this area.  This house is a historic site 

 Alderman Edwards – another reason to house museum there is it borders historic district – good location – 

house belonged to first African American doctor in Tipton County.  Edwards feels this will bring people in to 

Covington and discussed the connection between Alex Haley museum in Henning and the Memphis attractions.   

 Hadley stated he does understand the County has verbally committed to the purchase of this location, but it not 

aware of any commitment to annual funding at this time.   

 Glass asked about fundraising to this date.  Alderwoman Bommer stated funding has been used to ascertain the 

501 C3 for the group.  Staffing will come under museum.  APAAHCITC will support, raise funds, and collect 

artifacts.   



 

 

 Hanson reiterated intent to fall under umbrella of Tipton County Museum with a representative on this board 

from APAAHCITC.  Bommer stated this is the plan.   

 Bommer asked city to make a commitment to look at purchasing this property for the purpose for a museum to 

be under umbrella of Tipton County museum. 

 Edwards motioned this committee authorize the mayor to research and investigate moving ahead with an 

$80,000 commitment - Bommer seconded.  The motion was discussed and was unanimously approved.  

 

Attorney Rachel Witherington gave report on progress of YMCA taking management position over Sportsplex and pool 

 Justin Inskeep of YMCA Millington did walk through of facilities May 6.  Nothing major noted – some 

minor/cosmetic repairs suggested. 

 Met with Dr. Charlotte Fisher and Glen Turner about usage of gym, which is attached to Sportsplex.  YMCA 

doesn’t really need gym during the day, so we don’t anticipate much conflict there.  Dr. Fisher seemed positive 

and excited about the YMCA taking over management at Sportsplex.  

 Still working on negotiating with State about 2012 LPRF grant for pool cover, among other things.  Attorney 

Witherington plans to meet with Mr. Parish of Tennessee Parks for conversation about this ASAP.   

 City of Covington will have the option to terminate this partnership with the YMCA  if they are unable to make 

progress and save us money. We will have the ability to analyze this financial situation on a monthly basis.   

 Alderwoman Bommer asked about the exercise equipment that is required – Hanson stated we have met with 

the equipment company and are moving forward with the equipment.  We will have new equipment regardless 

if YMCA takes over or not.  This will be a multi-year lease agreement.      

 Mayor Hanson wants to have a rough draft to this committee by next Tuesday when budget talks begin.   

 Alderman Edwards asked about job description for park & rec director.  Hanson stated this would change.   

 Alderwoman Bommer asked about lease on head start program – Witherington stated there is a lease in 

progress and they are working on getting that ready for signatures.   

 Report was unanimously approved 

 

 

Request for Public Works Vehicles – David Gray  

 Several CPW trucks are in disrepair – two currently out of commission and need costly repairs.  Director David 

Gray asked committee to consider leasing vehicles as opposed to repairs.  One truck currently out of commission 

is used daily in curbside pickup.   

 Discussion about new and used trucks and costs needed.  Alderman McGowan asked what is need?  Gray said it 

is worn out.  We will be hurting and without this truck, we won’t be able to do our jobs accurately.  Alternative is 

to pull a train behind a pickup.   

 Recorder-Treasurer Dunn stated the money for one truck is already in next year’s budget – but two have 

problems and need to be replaced. 

 McGowan motioned that we replace this truck out of state bid list – referred to Tiny Barton in 

purchasing/personnel to determine what protocol is.  Approve up to $49,000 for truck and bed.  Alderman Glass 

seconded motion to replace this truck.  Motion passed. 

 Gray continued with second truck – Manager Tim Fayne’s truck – 2006 model with 140,000 miles.  City 

purchased this truck used.  Transmission went out – will cost about $1800 to replace transmission.  Can replace 

truck with $22,270 or there is a lease option. Lease will be spread out over 4 years at $5760 per year with option 

to purchase for $1 at end of lease – or lease another one. Gray said this is 4th vehicle taken off the road in 15-16 

budget.   

 Gray stated the prices submitted today are from King Cotton – lower than what is on State schedule.      



 

 

 Alderman McGowan motioned we do 48 month lease for the F150 truck under State Schedule for solid waste 

dept. Will have to amend budget. Timberlake seconded.   

 Alderman Edwards asked if we will have to bid out for the lease.  Barton stated we will have to bid out if it’s not 

on State schedule.  Will investigate this with King Cotton.  

 Alderman Glass asked if this will be our first lease on the books?  Yes.  Glass asked we look at leasing across all 

departments – feels well thought-out leasing plan might be big savings for city over the years and will prevent 

piece-mealing vehicles here and there along the way.    

 Chairman Jere Hadley agrees – so many vehicles…need regular rotation of vehicles.   

 Mayor Hanson has encouraged department heads to look at leasing vehicles.  Department heads have been 

researching this and will present next week.  Seems leasing is good choice – keeps vehicles rotated and saves on 

unexpected repairs.   

 Chief Lewis stated CPD has many vehicles over 150,000 miles and feels leasing needs to be researched for this 

purpose. 

 Glass states he has seen other municipal budgets that are open to public that outline vehicle rotation processes 

– feels this is good step for Covington.  Hadley feels a capital outlay plan is good idea and something that will 

save on budgeting.  Glass wants to look at this (leasing and rotation schedule) across the board.  Edwards wants 

us to be active in lease agreement and have copies available.     

 Voted on lease of truck – motion passed.  Glass voted no because he wants more of a long-term, comprehensive 

plan.   

 

Request by Ayana Dowell for use of Frazier Park for May 29 – motion to approve by Edwards and seconded by 

McGowan.  Use will be in memory of her brother.  Hadley asked this will be in agreement in contingent on her following 

use policies 

 Griffin stated Dowell has asked to borrow stage – there is a cost for that. She has requested porta-potties – we 

don’t have those – but we do have restroom facilities available.  Griffin wants Ms Dowell to sit with her and 

work out the details.   

 Edwards amended his motion to be minus use of stage and porta-potties.  Griffin stated she will be happy to 

work with her.  It’s a holiday weekend and staff will be needed.   

 McGowan also stated approval with police and code approved 

 Motion passed.   

 

Hanson reminded department heads to bring budgets and requests with them to budget hearings next Tuesday 

following public safety meeting.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Three year old Ethan Bryson toured the North fire station in Covington last weekend.  He got his own hat and badge 
and got to “try out” the trucks.  Captain Tommy Dunavant facilitated the tour for Ethan and his parents, James and 
Christy Bryson.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Mayor Justin Hanson, along with members of the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce and friends 
and employees of Brad Carlisle State Farm Insurance celebrated their grand opening and ribbon cutting Tuesday.  
The new facility is located at the corner of West Pleasant and Munford streets in the heart of Covington.   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Covington Public Works crews have 
completed removal of debris and the 
planting of Crepe Myrtles for Phase I of 
the Crepe Myrtle Project.  Look for the 
red blooms for years to come as these 
small southern trees grow into a 
beautiful corridor from Highway 51 up 
West Pleasant Street to our town 
square.  Each was provided by private 
donations and the markers will soon be 
set listing those names.   



 

 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee was held Tuesday at City Hall.  CFD Chief 

Michael Naifeh reported that he has held an interview with Lt. Richard Griggs for the position of 

Administrative Assistant to the Chief.  Lt. Griggs was the only qualified candidate who applied for the 

job. With committee and Board approval, he will be sworn in at the Board of Mayor and Alderman 

meeting. 

 

Naifeh also was pleased to announce that CFD received notification they had been selected for another 

Assistant to Firefighters Grant (AFG).  The grant will be used to replace required air packs.   

Chief Naifeh stated that call volume continues to rise and distributed a call log printout supporting his 

statement.  Also distributed was a listing of items handled by CARE officer Mark Heaston.   

Chief Naifeh’s report was unanimously accepted by the committee.   

 

Chief Buddy Lewis of the Covington Police Department distributed material from the Police Memorial 

and Candlelight Vigil held recently in Washington, DC.  He played a recording from the event in which 

fallen officer John W. Delashmit’s name was called out.  Lewis stated what a tremendous honor it was 

for him to accompany Delashmit’s family and represent Covington at such an honorable event. 

 

Chief Lewis reported he is in the process of hiring for a vacant position.  Several certified officers have 

applied and those not certified (who applied) have taken appropriate tests.  Data collection is still a 

work in progress, but he hopes to fill the position ASAP. 

 

Preparation for the 2016 Barbeque Festival continues.  Covington Police Department will have a large 

presence at the event, including a booth where they will have displays supporting use of seatbelts and 

discouraging impaired driving.  Barbeque festivities begin Thursday, June 2nd in Cobb-Parr Park in 

Covington and will continue through Saturday night.   

 

Alderman Edwards asked Chief Lewis if CPD is still using surveillance cameras, and he stated they 

are.  Data collected from these has been helpful and he anticipates requesting more in the near future.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Covington Fire Chief Michael Naifeh and Mayor Justin Hanson welcomed Lieutenant Richard Griggs to his 

new position as Administrative Assistant to the Fire Chief in a swearing-in ceremony at the regular meeting of 

Board of Mayor and Alderman last Tuesday.   

 

Interviews began May 25 and continued through May 26 for a director of the Covington Parks and Recreation 

Department.  An independent panel of parks and recreation experts from outside Tipton County was convened 

for the purpose of a thorough and impartial interview process.  They will provide their recommendations to the 

Board of Mayor and Alderman for final consideration.  Karen Griffin is presently serving as interim director.   

 

An auction was held at the Covington Municipal Center (formerly First Baptist Church) Wednesday to sell the 

pews.  All were purchased and cleared out so work can continue on this facility.  The Tipton County 

Commission on Aging is scheduled to move their operations into the facility along with some city offices.  

After renovations are completed, this historic building will be used for headquarters for the Commission on 

Aging, city offices, special events, training, and available for rent for multi-purpose uses.   

 

 

 

      
Mayor Justin Hanson read to children at the Tipton County Library on the Dyersburg State 

Community College Jimmy Naifeh Center in Covington.  The “Storytime” program, On Your Mark 

- Get Set – READ, is part of special events scheduled at our library.  Click here for more info!                                                                                                
 

http://www.tiptoncountylibrary.com/html/home.html


 

 

Dates to Remember… 

 

 May 28 – Music on the Square – 7:00 – 9:00.  Come and enjoy The Generation Gap Band! Bring a 

chair if you think you will sit down. Music and dancing are FREE! 

 May 30 – Patriotic Remembrance Ceremony – 10:00 am – Northridge Woodhaven Funeral Home, 

6755 Highway 51 North, Millington, TN.  Scroll down for more information.   

 June 2-4 – Barbeque Festival in Cobb-Parr Park – Ya’ll COME! More info HERE. 

o June 3 – Amber McCain 7:00 – 9:00.  Infinity will perform 9:30 – 11:00 

o June 3 – Demolition Derby at Covington Riding Arena in Cobb-Parr Park 

o June 4 – Seth Walker 4:00 – 5:00.  BBQ winners announced at 5:00 

o June 4 – Truck Pull – 7:00 at Covington Riding Arena in Cobb-Parr Park 

 June 7 – Coffee with the Mayor – Sookie’s Bake Shop – on the square next to Patina’s 7:30 – 9:00 

 June 11 – Battle of the Badges – Covington High School – 6:00 - Law Enforcement vs Firefighters!  

This is a fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Club in Covington – please support the fundraising effort 

and enjoy the event!  

 

 

Free Legal Clinics…..Covington First Presbyterian Church….11:00 – 1:00.   

1-844-HELP4TN 
 July 23 

 September 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/bbq-festival.html


 

 

Small Businesses… Are You Interested in Government Contracting  

as a source of revenue? 

Call the TSBDC office at Dyersburg State Community College today (731) 286-3205, if you would like to attend this 

Procurement Match-Making event in Clarksville, TN.  TSBDC at DSCC, is arranging a group day-trip to the event for 

small business owners. Deadline to reserve your seat for the trip is July 8th.  Free conference, free charter bus 

transportation provided by TSBDC, and lots of great potential for business connections.   
Dutch-treat on your meals.    

 

 

Maleia M. Evans, MBA 
Director  Tennessee Small Business Development Center 

Dyersburg State Community College 

1510 Lake Road 

Dyersburg, TN 38024 

Ph: (731) 286-3201 

Fax: (731) 286-3271 

 

 



 

 

The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial and Nature Center 

Veteran of the Month for May, 2016 

William Travis Hawkins 

 William Hawkins was born on July 13, 1921 in Thaxton, Mississippi.  When he was about a year 

old, his family moved to Union County, Mississippi, where he grew up on a farm.  After his junior year 

of high school he enlisted in the U.S. Army.  In October 1942, he attended basic training in Camp Hood 

Texas, now known as Fort Hood.  He spent the first four months of World War II as a medic.  After 

making Sergeant, he became Gunnery Commander of the first section the 3rd platoon and was sent 

overseas.  His unit was the 612th Tank Destroyer Battalion Company B, and he was part of the front 

line that went ashore in Normandy on June 12, 1944.   Along with several other soldiers, he was taken 

prisoner of war on December 17, 1944 in Belgium near the German border.  In April 1945 they were 

marched every day as the Germans tried to keep the prisoners ahead of the allied forces.  On April 29, 

1945, the prisoners were liberated by General Patton’s men.  

 Bill and his fellow P.O.W.’s found their way to an abandoned home in Germany, where they 

stayed 3 weeks.  They lived on food rations given by the local authorities, as well as food that had 

been buried in the back yard.  They made their way to Leeds, Belgium, where they met up with the 

American Red Cross.  He continued on to France where he caught a boat back to the United States.  

The rest of his time was spent as an M.P. at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

He moved to Kentucky shortly after his discharge, and enjoyed a varied civilian career.  He was 

a cattle herdsman for 2 years, a pecan factory worker for 1 year, and district manager for Kemper 

Insurance Group for 15 years.  He ended up buying a grocery store in DeSoto County, Mississippi, 

above which he lived for many years. 

 Bill lost his wife in January of 2011.  He raised four wonderful daughters, one of whom 

lives nearby in Brighton.  He attends the Assembly of God Church, and is a member of the West 

Tennessee Association of Ex -P.O.W.’s.  He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by his good 

friend Andy Dunavant. 

 

 

VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 
 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

751 Bert Johnston Avenue 

Covington, TN  38019   (901) 476-0242 

 

   

Frank Lilly’s artwork is now on display at the Tipton County Museum in Covington through 

June 25, 2016.  Frank is a native of Clarksdale, MS, and studied at the Memphis College of Art 

in the 1960’s.  It wasn’t until Frank was in his mid -50’s that his work was publicly exhibited.  

Though he painted continuously throughout his adult life, most of his time was spent making a 

living for himself and his family.  But even at his jobs, most notably the years he spent as 

operations foreman at Memphis’ Mid-South Coliseum, Frank would find scraps of signs, 

posters and other materials and add them to his paintings.  After years of creating art work that 

he would either give away or keep for himself, his friends and family encouraged him to 

approach the Universal Art Gallery in Memphis where his work was then displayed to the 

general public for the first time in his life.  Today he continues painting and creating mixed 

media pieces for a wider audience.  He is particularly proud of a one man show entitled “Look 

How Far God Has Brought Us” at Mt. Sinai Baptist church in February 2008 as part of Black 

History Month.  As a true folk artist, his work clearly illustrates many events from his life and 

times from the cotton fields to the march Martin Luther King led in support of the Memphis 

garbage workers’ union wither their prominent “I am a Man” banners.  His work can also be 

whimsical with titles like “Get Me Some Religion, Join the Baptist Church, Become a Preacher 

So I Don’t Have to Work.”  His paintings and mixed media pieces may be impressionistic but 

never abstract.  As Frank puts it, “My paintings tell stories that make statements people can 

connect with.”  Frank’s artwork is featured at the Center for Southern Folklore in Memphis.  

Frank is a Vietnam Veteran.  Frank will be presenting “Everyday Art for Everyday Folk:  how 

to incorporate discarded or reclaimed objects into artwork” on Saturday, June 25 from 10 until 

11:30 a.m. at the Tipton County Museum in Covington.  For more information please call the 

Tipton County Museum at (901) 476-0242. 

Frank Lilly Exhibits Artwork and Will 

Lecture at the Tipton County 

Museum in Covington! 



 

 

The Tipton County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial & Nature 

Center 

Presents: 

2016 Artist in Residence 

Peggy Kunkel 

Artist in Residence Peggy Kunkel is a calligrapher with over 25 years of experience and has 

taught calligraphy extensively throughout the Memphis area.  She is a past President of the 

Memphis Calligraphy Guild and is a member of the Tipton Art League.  Her exhibition, “This and 

That”, is on display in the Conference room of the Tipton County Museum.   She and her 

husband Keith live in Covington. 

March 22 Reception:  Come out and meet Peggy!  6:30 p.m., Free 

June 4 Lecture:  “Rock, Paper, Stone, plus a Demon” The History of Calligraphy, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Free 

to Members, $5 Nonmembers 

July 23 Workshop:  “Improve Your Handwriting”, 10 a.m. – Noon, 

 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 

August 13 Workshop:  “Celtic Knots Simplified”, 10 a.m. – Noon 

 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 

Oct. 27 Host:  “Museum Merchant Gala”, Meet local artists, 6 – 8 p.m., 

 Free and Open to the Public 

Nov. 19  Lecture:  “The St. John’s Bible”, The 1st handwritten, illuminated Bible in 500 years, 10 – 11:30 

a.m., Free to Members, $5 Nonmembers 

Sept. 6, 20, 27,  Calligraphy Class:  “Italic Hand”, Tuesday nights, 6 – 8 p.m. 

Oct. 4, & 18     $60 Museum Members, $65 Nonmembers for the 5 week class 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

751 Bert Johnston Avenue 

Covington, TN  38019     (901) 476-0242 

Summer Lecture Series 2016 
Saturday mornings in June 

10 – 11:30 a.m.,  

Free to Museum Members 

$5.00 General Public 

June 4 “Rock, Paper, Stone, plus a Demon; the History of Calligraphy.”  Peggy Kunkel,  

Artist in Residence 

June 11 “World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893; American Ingenuity on Display Then and Now.”  Nancy 

Fosheé, Award Winning Author 

 

June 18 “A Visual Voyage:  The Art & Life of Claude Monet.”  Tipton County Museum Director Barrie 

Foster (Optional art class, “Painting with Monet” to follow in the afternoon.  Separate 

registration required.) 

June 25 “Everyday Art for Everyday Folk; how to incorporate discarded or reclaimed objects into 

artwork.”  Frank Lilly, folk artist & Vietnam Veteran  

 

Refreshments will be served.   

Museum memberships start at $25 and are available at the door. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Help Control Mosquitoes that Spread Dengue, Chikungunya, and Zika Viruses 

 
Aside from being itchy and annoying, the bite of an infected female mosquito (Aedes aegypti or Aedes 
albopictus) can spread dengue, chikungunya, or Zika viruses. People become infected with dengue, 
chikungunya, or Zika after being bitten by an infected mosquito.  

Female mosquitoes lay several hundred eggs on the walls of water-filled containers. Eggs stick to containers 
like glue and remain attached until they are scrubbed off. When water covers the eggs, they hatch and become 
adults in about a week.  

 Adult mosquitoes live inside and outside.  

 They prefer to bite during the day.  

A few infected mosquitoes can produce large outbreaks in a community and put your family at risk. 

 

Protect Yourself, Your Family, and Community from Mosquitoes  
 
1. Eliminate standing water in and around your home:  

 Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, cover, or throw out items that hold 
water, such as tires, buckets, planters, toys, pools, birdbaths, flowerpots, or trash 
containers. Check inside and outside your home.  

 Tightly cover water storage containers (buckets, cisterns, rain barrels) so that 
mosquitoes cannot get inside to lay eggs.  

 For containers without lids, use wire mesh with holes smaller than an adult 
mosquito.  

 
2. If you have a septic tank, follow these steps:  

 Repair cracks or gaps.  

 Cover open vent or plumbing pipes. Use wire mesh with holes smaller than an 
adult mosquito.  

 
3. Keep mosquitoes out of your home:  

 Use screens on windows and doors.  

 Repair holes in screens.  

 Use air conditioning when available.  

 Put plants in soil, not in water.  

 Drain water from pools when not in use.  

 Recycle used tires or keep them protected from rain.  

 Drain & dump any standing water.  

 Weekly, scrub vases & containers to remove mosquito eggs. 



 

 

4. Prevent mosquito bites:  

 Use an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered insect repellent with 
one of the following active ingredients. All EPA-registered insect repellents are 
evaluated to make sure they are safe and effective. Always follow the product 
label instructions.  

 Reapply insect repellent every few hours, depending on which product and 
strength you choose.  

 Do not spray repellent on the skin under clothing.  

 If you are also using sunscreen, apply sunscreen first and insect repellent 
second.  

 Treat clothing and gear (such as boots, pants, socks, and tents) with permethrin 
or purchase permethrin-treated clothing and gear. Treated clothing remains 
protective after multiple washings. See product information to find out how long 
the protection will last.  

 If treating items yourself, follow the product instructions carefully.  

 Do not use permethrin products, intended to treat clothing, directly on 
skin.  

  

 Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants.  

 Active ingredient Higher percentages of active ingredient provide longer 
protection Some brand name examples* DEET Off!, Cutter, Sawyer, Ultrathon 
Picaridin, also known as KBR 3023, Bayrepel, and icaridin Cutter Advanced, 
Skin So Soft Bug Guard Plus, Autan (outside the United States) IR3535 Skin So 
Soft Bug Guard Plus Expedition, SkinSmart Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or 
para-menthane-diol (PMD) Repel * Insect repellent brand names are provided 
for your information only. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services cannot recommend or 
endorse any name brand products.  

 Keep rain barrels covered tightly. Weekly, empty standing water from fountains 
and bird baths. Keep septic tanks sealed. Install or repair window & door 
screens. 

For more information, visit:  
www.cdc.gov/dengue, www.cdc.gov/chikungunya,  

OR  www.cdc.gov/zika 

 


