
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the Week*  

December 18 – December 24 
 

City Honors Retirees with Reception 
Tim Fayne and Mike Howard have combined 70+ years with City of Covington 

 
The reception honoring Tim Fayne and Mike 

Howard included festive foods and the cake (above) 

reflecting the work they have done for the 

Public Works Department.  Friends, family, and co-

workers gathered to bid them best wishes.   

 
Mayor Hanson welcomed the retirees (above)  

and thanked them for their years of service to 

the City of Covington.  

  

  
The City of Covington thanks Mike Howard and Tim Fayne for their many years of service and wishes them  

peace, happiness, and good will in their retirement. 



The regular meeting of the Finance and Administration Committee was held at Covington City Hall on 

Tuesday in the Lower Level Conference Room.  Committee Chairman Alderman C.H. Sullivan called the 

meeting to order at 1:00 and called for discussion for the first item on the agenda, which was a continued 

discussion with City Judge Beth Ziarko about delinquent property taxes.  Ziarko stated there was little 

she could add from last discussion except that she is making progress and there is a delinquent tax sale 

scheduled in February, 2017.  She asked Codes Officer Lessie Fisher to get her a listing of delinquent 

property taxes that are 18 months old and older, and she will make an amended complaint to those 

property owners.  She explained that this will get their names tagged in the computer for collection.  

Alderman Glass asked Ziarko to give him a simple explanation about collecting delinquent taxes, as this 

is often a question he is asked.   Ziarko stated that usually a petition is filed when tax delinquencies are 

about 18 months behind, then it takes another several months to get the auction together.  Ziarko stated 

that we aren’t in the business of creating hardships for people, so property owners can make payment 

and redeem themselves.  She went on to state that she puts notice of these sales in The Leader and that it 

is a BIG ad so people can be adequately notified.  She went on to say that she is getting ready to sell 

property in February that has been delinquent since 2015.   

 

Alderman McGowan asked Ziarko if her process is the same as those of surrounding municipalities, and 

she stated that everyone must follow the same State Statute. She also stated that she and others who deal 

with delinquent property taxes from around the State of Tennessee meet annually for training.  She went 

on to say that she follows the law and has two sales a year – February and September. 

 

Alderman Sullivan moved to the second item on the agenda, which was a discussion of the two buildings 

the City owns adjacent to the Covington Municipal Center – the old Leader Building and the old bank 

building on South Main Street.  Mayor stated he has had conversation with Kay Smith and Chad Smith 

of Property Place and asked Chad to address committee regarding the two buildings that were included 

with the purchase of the First Baptist Church property.   

 

Smith stated both buildings need some work to get them up to Code standards, and he recommended 

lowering the price in order to sell them. Smith provided sales information on three comparable buildings 

that have sold on or near the square recently and the committee looked over those documents. Smith 

believes if asking prices are lowered, we might expect a sale.  Glass stated that in his opinion, quicker we 

sell the buildings and can start a capital improvement account, the better.  Alderman Edwards asked 

when the last time was those properties were appraised, and Mayor Hanson stated he didn’t believe the 

buildings had been appraised since he has been in office.  The asking price was based on tax appraisals.  

Alderman Edwards asked if we should get them appraised and Mayor Hanson stated if that was the will 

of this committee, he would certainly support it.  Alderman Glass asked if those buildings were appraised 

when the Church property was purchased by The City, but the consensus of the committee members was 

that the Church purchase included all properties in a package deal without separating the costs of each.   

 

Edwards stated he believes we need to know exactly what they are worth before marketing them again 

because we have a fiduciary responsibility to get as much as we can for these buildings.  Sullivan stated 

the “comparables” supplied by Mr. Smith should give us a reasonable idea of what these properties can 

bring. Sullivan and Edwards both expressed the desire to tour the buildings before making a decision.  

Glass suggested going up and touring after the meeting.  McGowan stated he is willing to go and tour, but 

if Edwards wants to make a motion to have the buildings appraised, he would second it.  However, 

McGowan went on to state he really doesn’t believe we must have an appraisal because of the 

information supplied by Smith who has experience in property sales.   Edwards then made the motion to 

have an appraisal done, and McGowan seconded.  Edwards stated an appraisal would give a “real” 

figure.  McGowan stated an appraisal is methodical, but it is still their opinion.  Sullivan stated he knows 

several appraisers who can do this, but he isn’t sure how soon it can get done or how much it would cost 

the city.  McGowan, Sullivan, and Edwards voted to have an appraisal done, and Glass and Hanson voted 



no.  Hanson made a motion to table the discussion until the January F & A committee meeting and allow 

members to tour the facility.  That motion passed unanimously. 

 

Sullivan moved to third item – 126 West Washington Street demolition – these two structures are the 

house and shed on the CMC Property directly across the street from City Hall. Lessie Fisher was asked 

to address this issue.  Fisher stated that since the city acquired these structures, they have not been 

inhabited.  Fisher has taken the demolition proposal to the Historic Zoning Committee and they 

approved it.  Mayor Hanson stated this property is ideal for parking, particularly as the CMC comes to 

fruition and is utilized.  Fisher stated she can ask for bids for the demolition. McGowan asked Fisher if it 

is her recommendation to take these buildings down.  Fisher stated the garage structure is already falling 

in and since they are not inhabited, and there are no plans for using them, and the Historic Zoning 

Committee approved their demolition, then yes, she believes they should come down.  McGowan then 

moved for the committee to approve demolishing the outbuilding and the house and requested that 

Fisher come back with bids from contractors.  Glass seconded.  Alderman Edwards stated he hasn’t had 

a chance to look inside and he will not vote for the demolition at this time.  Sullivan asked what kind of 

shape the house is in and Fisher stated there is already deterioration inside.  Glass stated that he prefers 

this committee develop a long-term plan for the property before making decisions.   McGowan asked if 

there might be interest in purchasing the house and having it moved.  McGowan then modified is motion 

to 1. Have Fisher seek cost for demolition of the house, 2. Go ahead and demolish the out building (by 

CPW) and 3. Explore the selling of the house for moving it off the property.  Glass seconded that motion.  

Edwards suggested making the house a welcome center.  Hanson stated it is just sitting there, is not used, 

and in a great place for additional parking; however, this is good discussion and these are good ideas.  

McGowan’s second motion passed unanimously. 

 

Next item on agenda was public meeting times.  Before getting to this, Mayor Hanson stated there has 

been a suggestion to cancel the Public Safety meeting scheduled for next week.  Committee voted to 

cancel this meeting due to holidays, as many would be unavailable.   

 

Sullivan turned this discussion over to Mayor Hanson. Hanson stated that 1:00 meeting time was set 

many years ago and he believes if committee meetings are moved to 4:00, more people may be able to 

attend.  Several of the sitting aldermen are working full time and this might help them with scheduling.  

Alderman Edwards stated this will make some City employees mad because most people get off at 5:00.  

Hanson stated he will give City employees time to adjust their schedules, if necessary.  Glass stated that 

feedback he gets from citizens is that later in the day is an easier time to get to meetings rather than 1:00, 

and he believes this will offer people a chance to attend and get involved.  Edwards said Glass made a 

good point, but for him, personally, he doesn’t get off until 5:00 – so he will still have to adjust his 

schedule.  Mayor stated he made this suggestion for discussion and he will do whatever the committee 

decides.   

 

Margaret Fleming spoke up and said the got this feedback from people when she was campaigning – 

many people told her they didn’t like 1:00 meetings.  Edwards stated he is able to take his lunch break at 

1:00, but he understands 1:00 is a difficult time for some people.  McGowan stated he would be in favor 

for trying the 4:00 time to see how it works, for perhaps 3 months.  Hanson reiterated he doesn’t want to 

complicate things, but simply wanted to lift this idea up for discussion.  McGowan motioned to put this 

discussion off until the full committee could be here to discuss.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Building codes inspector Lessie Fisher asked the committee to allow her to update our codes to meet 

current state standards. The following codes will be updated to the 2012 State codes standards: 

 

Building Codes 

Residential Codes 

Plumbing Codes 



Mechanical Codes 

Fuel Gas Codes 

Fire Codes 

Property Management Codes 

Energy Conservation Codes 

Existing Building Codes  

NFPA 101 Life Safety Codes 

National Electrical Codes 2008 

 

McGowan asked Fisher if she was asking to approve adopting 2012 State Codes?  She replied that 

because the State last updated in 2012, those are the most current updates, and that is her request – to 

update to State’s most current updated standards.   

McGowan then motioned for the committee to start approval process of approving the 2012 as listed (in 

Fisher’s handout) and Alderman Edwards seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

Covington Employees Enjoyed Christmas Luncheon 
We Wish you a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Alderman Drew Glass, Mayor Hanson, and some of the 

administrative staff served employees a variety of festive 

foods as the “work family” enjoyed the annual 

Christmas luncheon.  

 
All City employees and Aldermen were invited.  The 

large group gathered at The Chamber Center for the 

luncheon.  After the meal, they enjoyed some playful 

singing and friendly vocal competitions! 

  



 
Camaraderie and laughter prevailed throughout the singing competition! 

  

  

 



 

 

Covington Municipal Airport Regains Full License 
Covington Municipal Airport Director Robin Anderson took swift action to amend issues noted on a 

recent inspection by the Aeronautics Division of the Tennessee Department of Transportation.  After a 

recent follow-up inspection, full licensure was reinstated.    
 

 

 

CMS Honor Society Raised Funds for St. Jude 

 
Between October 19th and 28th, Crestview Middle’s National Junior Honor Society held its 
annual St. Jude Children's Research Hospital Fundraiser.  They raised $3,825.00, which was 
donated to St. Jude on November 18th IN PERSON by the 8th Grade members. The students 
learned about the history of St. Jude and toured the facility. They extend a heartfelt THANK 
YOU for your donations. 



 
 



city in the past approximately 3 months.  There have been 8 incidents of injury or damage to houses and/or 

vehicles during that same period of time.  Our efforts to combat this type of violence will not stop until we 

apprehand those responsible.  Since the inception of this operation, there has been a significant decrease in this 

activity in the city of Covington,” Chief Lewis concluded.   

 

Anyone who may have information of any incident is encouraged to contact the Covington Police Department 

at 901-475-1261 or use the anonymous tip411 crime reporting feature.   

 

 

      Covington Fire Department Responds to Call 
On December the 21st at about 12:13 P.M., the Covington Fire Department received a call of a structure fire at 

9620 Hwy 59 South in unincorporated Tipton County with a person possibly trapped near Mason, TN. The first 

arriving unit, CFD Chief Naifeh, reported heavy smoke with fire showing in the Bravo/Charlie Division and 

about 25% involvement from the mobile home at 12:23 P.M. 
 

Interior firefighting operations began and the fire was brought under control at approximately 12:58 P.M. 

Covington Fire Department was assisted on the scene by the Three Star Fire Department, the Braden Fire 

Department (Fayette County), the Tipton County Fire Coordinator and the Tipton County Sherriff’s 

Department. 

 

Fifteen Fire Fighters (9 from Covington) and 6 pieces of apparatus (3 from Covington) were used to battle the 

blaze. No injuries were reported to civilians or fire fighters, however the home is a total loss. The cause is still 

under investigation. 

 

We remind everyone to make sure you have a working smoke detector on every level of your home and be extra 

safe with the Holiday decorations during this season. If you need a smoke detector installed or serviced contact 

your local fire department or the Covington Fire Department at 901-476-2578 

 

 

Michael Naifeh 

Fire Chief 

Covington Fire Rescue 

 
 

Covington has Two Officers in Tennessee Law Enforcement  

Training Academy Graduating Class 
Mayor Hanson and Chief Buddy Lewis attended the graduation ceremony in Nashville for  

Billy Campbell and Joseph Naccarato, II 

  
 



 
 

Dates to Remember… 

 Christmas Holidays at Covington City Hall – Closed on Friday, December 23 and Monday, December 
26, as well as Monday, January 2.   

 January 10 – COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 January 10 – Board of Mayor and Alderman – 5:30 pm – Board Room at City Hall 

 January 14 – Ty’s Heart 5K – scroll down for more information. 

 January 24 – COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 January 24 – Board of Mayor and Alderman – 5:30 pm – Board Room at City Hall 

 February 04 – Grandpa’s Vegetable Garden – part of the Garden Series – 10:00-11:30. Tipton County 
Museum – 751 Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 07 – COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 11 – Nature Symbolism and Enlightenment – 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 16 – Tribute to Ms. Hattye Yarbrough for her contributions to Black History in Covington 
and at The Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. – Tipton County Museum & Veteran’s 
Memorial, 5:30 – 7:00 - Call 901-476-0242 for more information.    

 February 18 – Getting your Lawn ready for Summer - 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 
Bert Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 February 21 - COFFEE with THE MAYOR – Sookie’s Bake Shop – 7:30 – 9:00 

 February 25 – How Does your Garden Grow? - 10:00 – 11:30 – Tipton County Museum – 751 Bert 
Johnston Avenue, Covington.  Call 901-476-0242 for more information 

 
 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
Drug Free Tipton 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

 
Tipton County Veterans Services Officer Alex Jones has announced new hours at the Munford location. If you have 
any questions please don't hesitate to contact his office 901.476.2456. 

Monday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Tuesday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Wednesday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
or on our website at www.covingtontn.com 

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
Check out DRUG FREE TIPTON’S WE BELIEVE video 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information from Covington and 

Tipton County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
www.facebook.com/DrugFreeTipton
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/
https://youtu.be/q20FxHU534I


 
 

 



 

Covington High School Book Drive 
Please donate any unwanted books to a local Chamber of 

Commerce, business, or directly to Covington High School. 

 

All books will be used throughout Tipton County to promote literacy 

among students. Books not age appropriate will be sent to other 

Covington schools or traded in for more age appropriate material.  

Thank you for your support of our students! 

Please call Megan Young at 901-475-5850 or 901-552-8336 for more information.  

She can provide a collection box and pick-up, if needed.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Covington Parks and Rec Announces Holiday Hours of Operation 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/parks--recreation.html


Free Admission during Holiday Break for School Employees 

 

 
 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

 
On Friday, December 16, Tipton County Museum Director Barrie Foster was the guest of U.T. 

Horticulture Extension Agent Booker T. Leigh in "What's Growing On?"  They talked about upcoming 

events at the Tipton County Museum and discussed several gardening questions.  The show will aired 

several times a week throughout the month of January on WYPL, channel 18. 

 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature Center 

Veteran of the Month for December 2016 

Ernest Bowling 
 
Ernest Bowling was born in southeastern Kentucky on October 30, 1931.  After 

graduating from high school and with his only other options for employment being in 
the coal mining or timber industries, he joined the U.S. Army.  In October 1950 he 
completed basic training in Ft. Knox and was shipped directly to Korea.  He was there 
when the Chinese attacked and earned his Purple Heart on February 11, 1951 in a 
battle against North Korean and Chinese enemy forces at Sang-Sok, Korea.  That 
September Ernest transferred to Ft. Benning, Georgia, where he was honorably 
discharged in 1953.   He returned home to Kentucky where, in November 1955, he 
completed vocational school to become a machinist.  With no jobs available, Ernest 
joined the U.S. Air Force in January of 1956.  His duty stations included Freising, 
Germany; Hamilton AFB, San Francisco; and Pease AFB, Illinois.  Following his 
honorable discharge in 1960, he worked for the Kentucky State Highway Department 
for several years.  In September of 1967, he joined the U.S. Navy and served two tours 
of duty in Vietnam.  His other Navy duty stations were Bermuda, Diego Garcia, 
Memphis, Hawaii, and Japan.  After his retirement in 1984, Ernest enjoyed a 10-year 
civilian career as a private contractor working for the Navy.  During his military career, 
Ernest earned the Combat Infantryman Badge, Korean Service Medal (four awards), 
Air Force Longevity Service Award, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal (two awards), Fleet Marine Combat Operations Insignia, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, and Navy Good Conduct Medal (four awards). 

 
In 1994, Ernest and his wife, Amy Jean Couch Bowling, retired to their home in 

Munford.  They have one son who lives in Tipton County and one daughter who lives in 
Florida.  Sadly, Amy Jean passed away 15 months ago.  Ernest attends the Chapel at 
NSA Mid-South in Millington and is a member of the Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 116 in Munford.  He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by his son 
Lonnie. 

 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php




 


