
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the Week*  

November 28 ï December 02 
 

Star Lights the Way to Covington 

  
Covington Public Works employees hoisted the newly renovated and improved star to the top of the 

water tower Thanksgiving week for its lighting debut just in time to usher in the Christmas season. 

 

  
 

 

Welcome Christmas! 



 

GUIDELINES FOR COVINGTON CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 

 

¶ The 2016 Covington Christmas Parade will be December 12th at 7:00.  All participant forms must be 

completed and received by the City of Covington no later than December 2, 2016 (CLICK HERE 

FOR FORM). An assigned registration tag will be sent to the contact personôs email address.  This 

registration tag should be printed (8 ½ x 11 page) and be visibly displayed on the left side front of the 

parade participant.  If email is not available, the assigned registration tag must be picked up at City Hall, 

by December 9, 2016.  Parade night check in begins at 5:30 pm at Cummins and Sherrod Streets.  Any 

participant, without prior registrations and display tags will be turned away.  Further directions will be 

given at check in.  We ask everyone to be lined up and ready to go by 6:45pm.   

 

¶  All participants must be Christmas related.   

 

¶  All participants must be a Civic, Religious, Business, or Educational organization.  All entries MUST 

be decorated with a Christmas theme and if sponsored, must have a visible sign indicating the business 

and/or organization.     

 

¶  All participants must keep moving at a slow pace.  Marching bands will be placed throughout the 

parade line up and will be allowed to stop moving during the parade to perform.     

 

¶  Absolutely NO horses or horse drawn wagons will be allowed. 

   

¶ The City of Covington Santa will ride atop a Covington Fire Department ladder truck and will be the 

only Santa allowed to ride in the parade.   

 

¶  Due to safety issues, no candy will be allowed to be thrown from parade participants.  If you wish to 

distribute candy, each participant is responsible for providing the candy and each participant MUST 

provide an adult ñWALKERò that will travel the parade route and distribute (hand) the candy.  

Absolutely no candy is to be thrown.  
 

 

PARADE ROUTE 
 

We ask everyone to be lined up and ready to go by 6:45 pm.  Parade night check in begins at 5:30pm at 

Cummins and Sherrod Streets.  Parade participants will be lined up numerically by registration tags 

beginning at Covington High School.  The Parade will begin headed North on College Street to Sherrod, at 

the 4-Way Stop, turn East on Sherrod to Main, North on Main to Court Square, around Square to Liberty, 

West on Liberty to College, South on College and will disband from Covington High School.     

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD FORM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/guidelines_for_covington_christmas_parade_2.pdf


 

 

City Employees Enjoyed Thanksgiving Lunch Together 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Covington provided 

Thanksgiving lunch for all employees 

on Tuesday, November 22, at The 

Chamber Center on the square in 

Covington.  (L) Lunch was catered in 

and served by Mayor Hanson and 

others on staff so employees could 

enjoy the delicious meal together 

(below).  It was back to work 

afterwards, as this was a regular work 

day! 



West Side Grocery Sustains Fire Damage 

 
On 11-28-16 at approximately 21:15, the Covington Fire Department received a call of a structure fire at 724 

West Liberty, West Side Grocery. Upon arrival four minutes later, the first Engine reported heavy smoke in 

all Divisions and firefighting operations began. Forcible entry into the structure was made where crews were 

met with heavy smoke throughout and fire in the Bravo/Charlie (rear) Divisions. A quick interior attack 

knocked the fire down preventing extension into other parts of the building.  

No injuries were reported to civilians or fire personnel. CFD was assisted on the scene by both the Brighton 

and Garland Fire Departments. The structure sustained moderate to heavy damage to the interior and the 

cause is still under investigation. 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

The General Welfare ï Public Safety Committee met for their regular monthly meeting at City Hall on 

November 22, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan. 

 

Fire Chief Michael Naifeh reported the Medical Director Agreement should be in place by December 1, 2016 if 

approved by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen on November 29 2016.  There will be discussion with Dennis 

Wolfe with MTAS concerning the Promotional Process and Naifeh expects to have this process in place after 

the first of the year.  The new SCBAs have been received.  Personnel will be trained before these are placed in 

service.  In the month of October, volunteers worked 420 hours.  The run report from October 25th through 

November 21st was attached to handout and showed approximately 180 calls.  Upcoming events are the 

Christmas Parade on December 12th and the Fire Department Awards Banquet and Christmas Dinner on 

December 8th. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman John Edwards and seconded by Mayor Justin Hanson to recommend to the 

Board to accept the report from Fire Chief Michael Naifeh.  Motion passed. 
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Covington Police Chief Buddy Lewis reported there were 39 indictments in the month of November.  The 

SWAT team has been involved with some of these indictments.  An update was given on the SWAT team 

training, as well.  Work has begun on the study for the new police building.  The questionnaire will be 

completed by the end of the month.  Attached is a report that shows the number of officers and arrests by years.  

There has only been an increase of three officers since 2008 where the number of arrests in (some years) has 

more than doubled.  It was reported that officers have worked 42 hours of overtime making 19 arrests last week.  

The drug unit is responsible for the capture of 5 fugitives.  Crime areas have been highlighted and officers are in 

place in these areas.   

 

Motion was made by Mayor Justin Hanson and seconded by Alderman John Edwards to recommend to the 

Board to accept the report from Police Chief Buddy Lewis.  Motion passed. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

25th Judicial District Drug Task Force held Quarterly Meeting 

 

 

Mayor Justin Hanson and 

Covington Police Chief 

Buddy Lewis attended the 

25th Judicial District Drug 

Task Force quarterly 

meeting in Somerville this 

week.  In top photo, 

Project Director John 

Thompson reviewed 

activities and the financial 

report with the group. This 

included results from a 

recent monitoring by The 

Project Grants 

Management Unit that 

included verifying that 

program objectives are 

being met, and to test the 

reliability of the 

programmatic reporting, 

among other things.  Left, 

Director John Thompson, 

and District Attorney 

General Mike Dunavant 

welcomed Covington 

Mayor Justin Hanson and 

Chief Buddy Lewis.   
 

 

 

 



 

 
¢ƘŜ /ǊŜǎǘǾƛŜǿ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘέ ǘƘƛǎ 
month. Student Council members asked the faculty, staff, and students to help pack shoeboxes for children in 
third world countries who will not have Christmas presents.  They packed shoeboxes with toothbrushes, 
washcloths, soap, combs, scissors, flip flops, crayons, markers, hair bows, coloring books, musical toys, small 
flashlights, t-shirts, pencil sharpeners, bracelets, jewelry, etc.  These items are the only gifts that some of these 
children will receive at Christmas.  The CMS student council packed 42 boxes for the children as a service project.   

 

 
Crestview Middle School Leaders of the Month for October were L-R Tajanay Flowers, Brandon 

Woods, Maurice Nash, Addie Hall, Jacob Walls, and Amy Nason.  Pictured with them is principal 

Steve Maclin.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


