
City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the Week*  

November 28 – December 02 
 

Star Lights the Way to Covington 

  
Covington Public Works employees hoisted the newly renovated and improved star to the top of the 

water tower Thanksgiving week for its lighting debut just in time to usher in the Christmas season. 

 

  
 

 

Welcome Christmas! 



 

GUIDELINES FOR COVINGTON CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 

 

 The 2016 Covington Christmas Parade will be December 12th at 7:00.  All participant forms must be 

completed and received by the City of Covington no later than December 2, 2016 (CLICK HERE 

FOR FORM). An assigned registration tag will be sent to the contact person’s email address.  This 

registration tag should be printed (8 ½ x 11 page) and be visibly displayed on the left side front of the 

parade participant.  If email is not available, the assigned registration tag must be picked up at City Hall, 

by December 9, 2016.  Parade night check in begins at 5:30 pm at Cummins and Sherrod Streets.  Any 

participant, without prior registrations and display tags will be turned away.  Further directions will be 

given at check in.  We ask everyone to be lined up and ready to go by 6:45pm.   

 

  All participants must be Christmas related.   

 

  All participants must be a Civic, Religious, Business, or Educational organization.  All entries MUST 

be decorated with a Christmas theme and if sponsored, must have a visible sign indicating the business 

and/or organization.     

 

  All participants must keep moving at a slow pace.  Marching bands will be placed throughout the 

parade line up and will be allowed to stop moving during the parade to perform.     

 

  Absolutely NO horses or horse drawn wagons will be allowed. 

   

 The City of Covington Santa will ride atop a Covington Fire Department ladder truck and will be the 

only Santa allowed to ride in the parade.   

 

  Due to safety issues, no candy will be allowed to be thrown from parade participants.  If you wish to 

distribute candy, each participant is responsible for providing the candy and each participant MUST 

provide an adult “WALKER” that will travel the parade route and distribute (hand) the candy.  

Absolutely no candy is to be thrown.  
 

 

PARADE ROUTE 
 

We ask everyone to be lined up and ready to go by 6:45 pm.  Parade night check in begins at 5:30pm at 

Cummins and Sherrod Streets.  Parade participants will be lined up numerically by registration tags 

beginning at Covington High School.  The Parade will begin headed North on College Street to Sherrod, at 

the 4-Way Stop, turn East on Sherrod to Main, North on Main to Court Square, around Square to Liberty, 

West on Liberty to College, South on College and will disband from Covington High School.     

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD FORM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/guidelines_for_covington_christmas_parade_2.pdf


 

 

City Employees Enjoyed Thanksgiving Lunch Together 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Covington provided 

Thanksgiving lunch for all employees 

on Tuesday, November 22, at The 

Chamber Center on the square in 

Covington.  (L) Lunch was catered in 

and served by Mayor Hanson and 

others on staff so employees could 

enjoy the delicious meal together 

(below).  It was back to work 

afterwards, as this was a regular work 

day! 



West Side Grocery Sustains Fire Damage 

 
On 11-28-16 at approximately 21:15, the Covington Fire Department received a call of a structure fire at 724 

West Liberty, West Side Grocery. Upon arrival four minutes later, the first Engine reported heavy smoke in 

all Divisions and firefighting operations began. Forcible entry into the structure was made where crews were 

met with heavy smoke throughout and fire in the Bravo/Charlie (rear) Divisions. A quick interior attack 

knocked the fire down preventing extension into other parts of the building.  

No injuries were reported to civilians or fire personnel. CFD was assisted on the scene by both the Brighton 

and Garland Fire Departments. The structure sustained moderate to heavy damage to the interior and the 

cause is still under investigation. 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

The General Welfare – Public Safety Committee met for their regular monthly meeting at City Hall on 

November 22, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. Meeting was called to order by Chairman Alderman Mac McGowan. 

 

Fire Chief Michael Naifeh reported the Medical Director Agreement should be in place by December 1, 2016 if 

approved by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen on November 29 2016.  There will be discussion with Dennis 

Wolfe with MTAS concerning the Promotional Process and Naifeh expects to have this process in place after 

the first of the year.  The new SCBAs have been received.  Personnel will be trained before these are placed in 

service.  In the month of October, volunteers worked 420 hours.  The run report from October 25th through 

November 21st was attached to handout and showed approximately 180 calls.  Upcoming events are the 

Christmas Parade on December 12th and the Fire Department Awards Banquet and Christmas Dinner on 

December 8th. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman John Edwards and seconded by Mayor Justin Hanson to recommend to the 

Board to accept the report from Fire Chief Michael Naifeh.  Motion passed. 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/


Covington Police Chief Buddy Lewis reported there were 39 indictments in the month of November.  The 

SWAT team has been involved with some of these indictments.  An update was given on the SWAT team 

training, as well.  Work has begun on the study for the new police building.  The questionnaire will be 

completed by the end of the month.  Attached is a report that shows the number of officers and arrests by years.  

There has only been an increase of three officers since 2008 where the number of arrests in (some years) has 

more than doubled.  It was reported that officers have worked 42 hours of overtime making 19 arrests last week.  

The drug unit is responsible for the capture of 5 fugitives.  Crime areas have been highlighted and officers are in 

place in these areas.   

 

Motion was made by Mayor Justin Hanson and seconded by Alderman John Edwards to recommend to the 

Board to accept the report from Police Chief Buddy Lewis.  Motion passed. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

25th Judicial District Drug Task Force held Quarterly Meeting 

 

 

Mayor Justin Hanson and 

Covington Police Chief 

Buddy Lewis attended the 

25th Judicial District Drug 

Task Force quarterly 

meeting in Somerville this 

week.  In top photo, 

Project Director John 

Thompson reviewed 

activities and the financial 

report with the group. This 

included results from a 

recent monitoring by The 

Project Grants 

Management Unit that 

included verifying that 

program objectives are 

being met, and to test the 

reliability of the 

programmatic reporting, 

among other things.  Left, 

Director John Thompson, 

and District Attorney 

General Mike Dunavant 

welcomed Covington 

Mayor Justin Hanson and 

Chief Buddy Lewis.   
 

 

 

 



 

 
The Crestview Middle School student council participated in Samaritan’s Purse “Operation Christmas Child” this 
month. Student Council members asked the faculty, staff, and students to help pack shoeboxes for children in 
third world countries who will not have Christmas presents.  They packed shoeboxes with toothbrushes, 
washcloths, soap, combs, scissors, flip flops, crayons, markers, hair bows, coloring books, musical toys, small 
flashlights, t-shirts, pencil sharpeners, bracelets, jewelry, etc.  These items are the only gifts that some of these 
children will receive at Christmas.  The CMS student council packed 42 boxes for the children as a service project.   

 

 
Crestview Middle School Leaders of the Month for October were L-R Tajanay Flowers, Brandon 

Woods, Maurice Nash, Addie Hall, Jacob Walls, and Amy Nason.  Pictured with them is principal 

Steve Maclin.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHS has Eighteen choir students selected to Honor Choir 

 
EIGHTEEN Covington High School Charger Voices made the All Northwest Tennessee Honor Choir after 

700+ auditions held back in September and October.  Special congratulations to the following singers:  

(Men L to R) Mario Hayslett Jr., Justice Mack, Alex Fry, Griffin Powell, Rafe Hedrick, Titus Fields, Noah 

Liles, Mark Hilbert, Mac Hazlerig, Austin Mason, Jake Reeder  

(Ladies L to R) Faith Conley, Anna Rose Smith, Aubrey Rose Zurhellen, Alyssa Ray, Isabella Conley, 

Georgia Friend (not pictured: Melody Morgan). 
 

 

 

 
CARE Officer and Paramedic Mark Heaston with the 

Covington Fire Department is one of the volunteers with 

V-BLOC – Volunteers Building Lives in Our 

Communities.  Shown above and left, he shared 

information with students at Crestview Middle School 

about fire safety.   
 



Mayor Hanson lends a musical hand to the CIAA Choir Christmas Concert 
 

 

 

Mayor Justin Hanson accompanied the Covington 

Integrated Arts Academy choir in their Christmas 

concert at the school this week. The choir sang a 

medley of Christmas songs directed by Chris Croteau 

while Dr. Wright and Mayor Hanson accompanied 

them on the piano (left and bottom left).  Mr. Croteau 

is a voice and saxophone performance major who 

came to CIAA this year to teach music and direct the 

choir.    Already, he has the student choir singing in 

three-part harmony in what Dr. Wright called “ A 

stunning performance”.   

 

 
L-R CIAA Choir Director Chris Croteau, Assistant Principal 

Dr. Bonnie Wright, and Mayor Justin Hanson. 

 

Boys and Girls Club launches “Kids Give Back” program 

At Boys & Girls Club of the Hatchie 

River Region, our kids love to give 

back! These young ladies (R) went to 

River Terrace Health and Rehab 

Center to help them decorate their 

Christmas trees. The residents loved 

having them there and our girls loved 

helping out. We are just starting our 

"Kids Give Back" program. We have 

been so blessed by our community and 

we're excited to start blessing our 

community back! If you'd like to know 

more about this and other exciting 

programs at The Boys and Girls Club, 

please call us at  

901-476-0180. 
 



Dates to Remember… 

 December 3 – Breakfast with Santa – scroll down for details 

 December 2-3-4 and December 9-10-11 – THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER at The Ruffin Theater 
in Covington – scroll down for details.   

 December 9 & 10 – Pictures with Santa – Wildflowers – scroll down for more information 

 December 10 & 11 – Dickens on the Square in Covington 

 December 12 – Covington Christmas Parade – 7:00 – download entry form here 

 December 13 – Coffee with the Mayor – 7:30 – 9:00 – Coffee in the Attic on the Square in Covington.   

 
 December 13-14-15 – THE LION KING presented by CIAA and Tipton Arts Council.  Scroll down for 

more info or call 901-840-9150 for show times.  

 December 15 – Third Thursday at Chamber Center on the Square – hosted by Covington Parks and 
Recreation   

 December 16 – Christmas Open House – Covington City Hall – 9:00 – 11:00 – open to the public – 
Y’ALL COME CELEBRATE WITH US! 

 
 December 22 – Lifeblood blood drive – 9:30 – 2:00 – Covington City Hall – scroll down for more info.  

 Christmas Holidays at Covington City Hall – Closed on Friday, December 23 and Monday, December 
26, as well as Monday, January 2.   

 January 14 – Ty’s Heart 5K – scroll down for more information.   
 
 
 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
Covington Sportsplex                                                                           
 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 
Covington Aquatic Center 
Tipton County Museum 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 

Tipton County Veterans Services Officer Alex Jones has announced new hours at the Munford location. If you have 
any questions please don't hesitate to contact his office 901.476.2456. 

Monday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Tuesday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Wednesday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm  

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information from Covington and 

Tipton County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/uploads/2/6/1/5/26153647/guidelines_for_covington_christmas_parade_2.pdf
http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.covingtontn.com/sportsplex.html
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region
http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
or on our website at www.covingtontn.com 

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 



 

 
 



 

CIAA presents Disney’s Lion King, JR 

Director – Deborah Walker 

Performers – Students of CIAA 

 

PERFORMANCE DATES 2016: December 13th 14th & 15th 
 

TIMES:    9:00 am and 12 noon shows on December 13th 14th & 15th 
6:00 pm show on Thursday, December 15th 

 
$2 per student and Chaperones are FREE for field trip groups 

$5 for adults 

Contact Dr. Bonnie Wright to reserve a time for your group at bwright@tipton-county.com 

 

mailto:bwright@tipton-county.com


 



 
 

REGISTRATION SHEET AT FIRST WINDOW IN COVINGTON CITY HALL 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pool News 

LIFEGUARD CLASSES STARTING AT COVINGTON AQUATIC CENTER 
 901-476-9178 

 

What’s Happening at the Museum? 

 

 

On November 17, Museum Director 

Barrie Foster taught Adult Art Camp at 

the Tipton County Museum.  The class 

painted Monet's water lilies in oil pastels 

and created beautiful artwork.  For 

information about upcoming art classes 

at the Tipton County Museum, please 

call 901-476-0242. 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/aquatics-center.html
http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 

 

On Saturday, November 19, Artist 

in Residence Peggy Kunkel lectured 

at the Tipton County Museum 

about the St. John's Bible.  The idea 

behind it occurred in the 1990's, and 

it was a big undertaking.  Six 

calligraphers worked on it - some 

were located in the United States 

and some in Europe.  There were 

also seven illuminators who created 

the artwork.  It took almost fifteen 

years to complete.  Peggy's lecture 

was very interesting, and she 

brought reproductions of the book 

as well as calligraphy supplies to 

show everyone.   

 

 

 

Eagle Scout Stephen Scott not only built 

a foot bridge on the Nature Trail at the 

Tipton County Museum in Covington, 

he also donated remaining funds he had 

for his project back to the museum.  Last 

week, Scott presented a check for $230 

to Museum Director Barrie Foster.  He 

built the bridge for his Eagle Scout 

project.   

 

 
 



  
Members of the Board of Directors for the Tipton County Commission on Aging met at the Tipton 

County Museum for their holiday luncheon and to fold and mail donation letters to their 

supporters.  The conference room at the Tipton County Museum is available for all sorts of functions 

and events.  Please call the Tipton County Museum at (901) 476-0242 for more information  

or to book an event. 

 

 

 
 



The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, Veterans 
Memorial and Nature Center 

Veteran of the Month for December 2016 

Ernest Bowling 
 
Ernest Bowling was born in southeastern Kentucky on October 30, 1931.  After 

graduating from high school and with his only other options for employment being in 
the coal mining or timber industries, he joined the U.S. Army.  In October 1950 he 
completed basic training in Ft. Knox and was shipped directly to Korea.  He was there 
when the Chinese attacked and earned his Purple Heart on February 11, 1951 in a 
battle against North Korean and Chinese enemy forces at Sang-Sok, Korea.  That 
September Ernest transferred to Ft. Benning, Georgia, where he was honorably 
discharged in 1953.   He returned home to Kentucky where, in November 1955, he 
completed vocational school to become a machinist.  With no jobs available, Ernest 
joined the U.S. Air Force in January of 1956.  His duty stations included Freising, 
Germany; Hamilton AFB, San Francisco; and Pease AFB, Illinois.  Following his 
honorable discharge in 1960, he worked for the Kentucky State Highway Department 
for several years.  In September of 1967, he joined the U.S. Navy and served two tours 
of duty in Vietnam.  His other Navy duty stations were Bermuda, Diego Garcia, 
Memphis, Hawaii, and Japan.  After his retirement in 1984, Ernest enjoyed a 10-year 
civilian career as a private contractor working for the Navy.  During his military career, 
Ernest earned the Combat Infantryman Badge, Korean Service Medal (four awards), 
Air Force Longevity Service Award, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal (two awards), Fleet Marine Combat Operations Insignia, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, and Navy Good Conduct Medal (four awards). 

 
In 1994, Ernest and his wife, Amy Jean Couch Bowling, retired to their home in 

Munford.  They have one son who lives in Tipton County and one daughter who lives in 
Florida.  Sadly, Amy Jean passed away 15 months ago.  Ernest attends the Chapel at 
NSA Mid-South in Millington and is a member of the Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 116 in Munford.  He was nominated for Veteran of the Month by his son 
Lonnie. 

 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 
 
 
 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php

