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October 01 - 07, 2016 

 

A candidate debate was held Monday night at Dyersburg State Community College Jimmy 

Naifeh Center in Covington among candidates who are running for alderman seats throughout 

the city.  This was free and open to the public.  Radio announcer Jimmy Hicks emceed the event 

by asking questions of the candidates and each had a two-minute time limit for their answers. 

At the end of that time, other candidates could approach the podium to make their comments, as 

well.   
 

 
Candidates for Alderman in three districts in Covington participated in a public debate at 

Dyersburg State Community College in Covington Monday night.  Those participating were  

(L-R) Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Chad Smith, Shelvie Rose (District 1), Chris Davanzo, 

Margaret Fleming, and Jere Hadley (District 2), and C.H. Sullivan (District 3). 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT STREET CLOSURE NOTICE: 

Covington Public Works will have South College Street closed from Delfield Dr. To Mueller Brass Road 

on Monday October 10th starting at 7:00 am for culvert replacement. The road should be reopened by 4:00 
pm. 

 

 



 
Chuck Thomas with AT&T, along with State Representative Debra Moody, Tipton County Executive 

Jeff Huffman, Covington Mayor Justin Hanson, and Tracy Lavell, President of the Board of Directors 

for the Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce signed an agreement to make Rialto 

Industrial Park in Covington fiber ready.  This is a great technological and communications 

accomplishment for industries in the park and will help in the recruiting of future prospects.   

 

 
Mayor Justin Hanson and Go Lucy Go founder Erik Krull discussed Go Lucy Go Day with The 

Chamber Board of Directors.  The event will take place in Covington April 8, 2017. This “day” of 

events will begin with the GLG race, and will also include music on the square and a swim meet at the 

Covington Aquatic Center.  It will be a fun-filled day for the entire family.  The Chamber will work 

with the GLG Foundation and the Covington Merchant’s Association to iron out the details.   

http://www.golucygo.org/


 
A clear fall evening and beautiful country setting set the scene for the inaugural Steak & Burgers 

fundraiser and Youth of the Year Event for the Boys & Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region in 

Covington.  This is the first year that the Covington club has met the 2 year membership requirement 

to be eligible for National Youth of the Year. The Steak & Burgers event provided a platform for 

youth to share how being involved in the Boys and Girls Club has impacted their lives. To be a 

candidate for Youth of the Year, the students had to be selected as Youth of the Year and/or Youth 

Of the Month. To qualify for these nominations, students must come to the Club at least 3 days each 

week, must have a record of good conduct at the Club, as well as at school, and should have shown 

good leadership, good character, or good citizenship. While the club had some junior youth of the 

month students, to qualify for National Youth of the Year, students must meet all prior mentioned 

qualifications as well as be at least 14 years old. The Junior Winner was Camiyll Commage, and in 

her speech she shared how she was a bully before she joined the Club, but now, club coaches have 

helped her make friends instead of enemies. Youth Of the Year finalists were Kendall Owens, Jerry 

Somerville, & Eumonze Wilks, and each gave very powerful speeches. The winner, Jerry Somerville, 

a student at Covington High School,  had many people in tears when he discussed traumatic events in 

his life that were cancerous - literally and figuratively - and how being a Club member was the first 

good thing to happen to him in a long time. Kendall Owens said in his speech, "My goal is to do 

better today than I did yesterday, and be hopeful that I will do even better tomorrow." Boys and Girls 

Club Director Dr. Tracy Johnson stated that she would love for the entire community to embrace and 

congratulate these young people. She stated, “These are our youth and our youth are our future.” All 

candidates were J'vante Green, Kameron Richard, John Norfolk, Camiya Talley, Jerry Somerville, 

Jhonnaya Wilcox, Cameron Maclin, Eumonze Wilks, Na'kya Somerville, Kendall Owens, Ja'Kaya 

Hall.  Individuals and businesses from Covington and surrounding areas bought tables and filled the 

event with donors and well-wishers.  Mayor Justin Hanson invited former Memphis Mayor A.C. 

Wharton to be the keynote speaker and guest at his table.  Wharton was introduced to the large crowd 

by Board member and supporter J. Houston Gordon.  Wharton’s speech encouraged the community 

to continue their support of this Boys and Girls club as it grows and continues to lay the foundation 

for success for our city’s youth.   

 

 

 



  
Covington Mayor Justin Hanson welcomed former Memphis Mayor A.C.Wharton to his table at the 

Steak and Burgers event supporting the Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region.  The event 

was held at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Sam Stitt.  Jerry Somerville (R) was selected that evening as the 

club’s Youth of the Year.  Jerry has been invited to make his speech for the Board of Mayor and 

Alderman meeting on October 25 at Covington City Hall.  He will be presented a Key to the City by 

Mayor Hanson and the Board for this accomplishment.   

 

 

 

 

Covington Assembly of God, with 

Pastor Ed and Lori Hawkins, 

commemorated its 75th anniversary on 

Sunday, Sept. 25, with a beautiful 

celebration service, welcoming 

members, past and present, families of 

previous pastors, Covington city 

officials and local, state, and national 

spiritual leaders.  Mayor Hanson 

presented them with a letter of 

commendation from the City of 

Covington.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Covington – Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director Position 

The Covington – Tipton County Chamber of Commerce is currently seeking an enthusiastic, 

motivated professional to attract new business and support the growth and development of 

existing business in the Covington and Tipton County areas.  The person selected for this 

position will be responsible for clarifying, communicating and implementing the mission of the 

Covington – Tipton County Chamber of Commerce (“the Chamber”).  He/She will serve as a 

community leader developing and maintaining relationships with area and state leaders in both 

public and private sector, as well as, advocating for new business in the area.  He/She will work 

closely with the Board of Directors to focus the Chambers priorities and balance the needs of its 

members while maintaining daily operations of the Chamber office.   

CLICK HERE FOR FULL DESCRIPTION AND DETAILS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

The City of Covington has erected our 

SQUARECROW on the square and so have 

several other schools and businesses 

throughout Covington and Tipton County.  

Take a walk or drive around the Covington 

square and see all the creativity in this 

project!  It is NOT too late to enter your 

squarecrow!  Please contact the Covington-

Tipton County Chamber of Commerce for 

more information at 901-476-9727 or access 

an entry form on their website at 

http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com 

 

 

  

 

 

Sparky the fire dog 

accompanied Covington 

Fire Department on 

their visit to the 

Methodist-Presbyterian 

Nursery School to 

promote fire safety.  

This is one of many visits 

they will make 

throughout the month of 

October, which is Fire 

Prevention Month.   

 

 

 

 

Crestview Middle School recently celebrated a 

homecoming week full of fun, festivities, and 

games.  The CMS Chargers were victorious in 

their homecoming football game over the 

Munford Cougars and the homecoming court 

was introduced.  Sixth grade princess is Paris 

Dowell (L) and seventh grade princess is Carly 

Trucks (R).  Representing the 8th grade and 

crowned 2016 homecoming queen is Kalynn 

Howard.  Congratulations!  

 

 



The Covington Aquatic Center will be open to the public Fall Break from 1:00 – 6:00.  During this time, 

all school employees will be admitted FREE by showing your current school employee ID.  Admission for 

others is $5 for Tipton County residents and $7 for those out of Tipton County.  Come see our facilities 

and enjoy the covered and heated pool! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Information in this newsletter is an overview of events.  All official minutes and documents can be viewed at 

Covington City hall at 200 West Washington Street, Covington, TN. 
or on our website at www.covingtontn.com 

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


Dates to Remember… 

 

 October 8 – Healthy Plants + Healthy Soil = Healthy Food.  This lecture by Carl Wayne Hardeman is 
part of the Fall Garden Series offered at the Tipton County Museum every Saturday in October.  
Scroll down for more info.   

 October 12 – EMPLOYEE FEST – First United Methodist Church Family Life Center – 11:00 – 1:30 – 
health fair, free lunch, and much more!  See information below for details.   

 October 13 – Cruisin’ Against Bruisin’ Car Show to benefit Amanda’s Way – Brighton High School. 
Scroll down for details.   

 October 13-15 – BOOK SALE at the Tipton County Library. Scroll down for more information.  

 October 14 – Party with the Pollinators in the garden at the Covington-Tipton County Veteran’s 
Museum and Nature Trail - 5:30 pm. The event is sponsored by the Tipton County Master Gardeners 
and the museum.  It is free and open to the public.   

 October 14 – Harvest Dance – 7:00 – 9:00.  Commission on Aging – 401 S. College Street, Covington. 

 October 15 – “Insect Pests of Ornamental Plants” lecture by Chris Cooper of the University of 
Tennessee Extension Office.  10:00 – 11:30 at the Tipton County Museum.  This is part of the Fall 
Gardening Series – scroll down for more information.   

 October 15 – Amber McCain Band at Brighton’s October Fest.  Scroll down for more information. 

 October 18 – Coffee with the Mayor at Coffee in the Attic on the Square in Covington.  7:30 – 9:00  

 October 20 – Third Thursday – Chamber Center on the Square – 5:30.  Scroll down for more info.   

 October 21 – Celebrity Waiters’ Luncheon at The Chamber Center on the Square – A benefit for Carl 
Perkins Center – scroll down for more information!  

 October 27 – Museum Merchant Gala – Meet local artists – 6:00 – 8:00 – free and open to the public 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 
City of Covington 
Covington-Tipton County Chamber of Commerce 
Tipton County 
 

Tipton County Schools 
South Tipton Chamber of Commerce 
Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 

Tipton County Veterans Services Officer Alex Jones has announced new hours at the Munford location. If you have 
any questions please don't hesitate to contact his office 901.476.2456. 

Monday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Tuesday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Wednesday:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 

 
  

 
 

Keep up with News, Events, and 

Information from Covington and 

Tipton County 

http://www.covingtontn.com/
http://www.covington-tiptoncochamber.com/
http://www.tiptonco.com/
http://www.tipton-county.com/
http://www.southtipton.com/
http://bgctn.org/clubs/hatchie-river-region


 
 

 
            Square Crow Information Packets and applications are NOW AVAILABLE.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Your  Personnel  Department 

 

Presents… 

 

          

 
       

      

          

  

  

  

  

 

TCAT 

DSCC 

COSTCO 

BOST 

ING/VOYA 

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES 

FITNESS DEMOSTRATIONS 

BAPTIST HOSPITAL 

McGOWAN STITT 

SAMS CLUB 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

AND…Much Much More!!! 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2016 

 COVINGTON  FIRST UNITED  METHODIST CHURCH 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 

11:00-1:30 



 OCT. 3-28 
BREASTSTROKE 
FOR HOPE 
Swim-a-Thon 

 Help us raise funds to support the fight against Breast Cancer. 

Sponsor a swimmer or order a shirt. Shirts are $20.00. All proceeds 

go to Tipton County Relay for Life. For more information on 

registration, ways to donate, or order a shirt, please contact the 

Covington Aquatic Center. 

  

 

SPONSOR A 

SWIMMER 

 

ORDER A SHIRT! 

 

DONATE TO RELAY 

FOR LIFE 

 

HOPE SWIMS HERE!! 

 

HOW MANY CAN 

YOU SWIM? 

 
COVINGTON AQUATIC 

CENTER 

750 Bert Johnston Ave. 
Covington, TN 38019 

(901) 476-9178 

Facebook.com/covingtonaq
uatics 

 
 

  





 
 
 
 
 

 





 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s Happening at the Museum? 

 

 

Garden Historian Dominique Bellott 
presented "A Brief History of Public 
American Gardens" at the Tipton County 
Museum October 1st.  She explored the 
history of many prominent and famous 
gardens, including Central Park in NY, 
Winterthur in Delaware, and the 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis.  
She also explained how public gardens 
are changing and will look very different 
in the future.  Next week Master 
Gardener and WKNO contributor Carl 
Wayne Hardeman will present "Healthy 
Plants plus Healthy Soil Grows Healthy 
Food."   
 

 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, 
Veterans Memorial and Nature Center 

 
 

   Veteran of the Month for October, 2016 

Warren Richard Willers 
 

Warren Richard “Rick” Willers was born on November 12, 1948, in Pensacola, Florida.  
After his 1966 graduation from Demopolis High School in Alabama, he attended 
Livingston College (now the University of West Alabama).  During his junior year in 
1969, he was drafted into the U.S. Army.  After Artillery Ballistic Meteorology School in 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, he was off to South Vietnam, where he served for nine months 
with the 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery.  Upon discharge, he served in the Alabama National 
Guard, then joined the U.S. Navy in 1973.  After training as an Aviation Electronics 
Technician, his duty stations included the USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67), the USS 
America (CV-66), and the USS Nassau (LHA-4).  He also served as an Electronics 
Instructor in various places, including Virginia Beach, Virginia, and Millington, 
Tennessee.   
 
While on board the USS Nassau, he spent eight months and three days off the coast of 
Kuwait during the first Gulf War.  In addition to earning his Air Crew Wings, he was 
also awarded the Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal with oak 
leaf cluster, Meritorious Unit Commendation, Navy Expeditionary Medal (two awards), 
National Defense Service Medal (two awards), Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Southwest Asia Campaign Medal with two bronze stars, Kuwait 
Liberation Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, Navy Good Conduct Medal (four 
awards), Navy “E” Ribbon, Combat Action Ribbon, and Sea Service Deployment 
Ribbon (three awards). 
 
After his retirement from the Navy in 1993, he and his late wife Patricia moved to 
Tipton County.  He worked in the private sector for three years before accepting a 
civilian position on board Naval Support Activity Mid-South in Millington to help close 
down antiquated facilities.  Once that was completed, he worked at Northside Laundry 
for six years.  He is a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and attends church 
at First United Methodist Church in Millington.  Rick was nominated for Veteran of the 
Month by his friend Joyce Geneva Travis. 

 
VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 
http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php


Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

The Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

Presents: 

2016 Artist in Residence 
Peggy Kunkel 
Artist in Residence Peggy Kunkel is a calligrapher with over 25 years of experience and has 
taught calligraphy extensively throughout the Memphis area.  She is a past President of the 
Memphis Calligraphy Guild and is a member of the Tipton Art League.  Her exhibition, “This and 
That”, is on display in the Conference room of the Tipton County Museum.   She and her 
husband Keith live in Covington. 
March 22 Reception:  Come out and meet Peggy!  6:30 p.m., Free 
June 4 Lecture:  “Rock, Paper, Stone, plus a Demon” The History of Calligraphy, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Free 

to Members, $5 Nonmembers 
July 23 Workshop:  “Improve Your Handwriting”, 10 a.m. – Noon, 
 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 
August 13 Workshop:  “Celtic Knots Simplified”, 10 a.m. – Noon 
 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 
Oct. 27 Host:  “Museum Merchant Gala”, Meet local artists, 6 – 8 p.m., 
 Free and Open to the Public 
Nov. 19  Lecture:  “The St. John’s Bible”, The 1st handwritten, illuminated Bible in 500 years, 10 – 11:30 

a.m., Free to Members, $5 Nonmembers 
Sept. 6, 20, 27  Calligraphy Class:  “Italic Hand”, Tuesday nights, 6 – 8 p.m. 
Oct. 4 & 18     $60 Museum Members, $65 Nonmembers for the 5 week class 

 


