
 City of Covington Newsletter  

Highlights from the week of 

June 27 – July 01, 2016 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, June 25, Vietnam Veteran and 

Folk Artist Frank Lilly lectured at the Tipton 

County Museum.  He showed how to 

incorporate “found” objects into artwork.  He 

told the audience to "Stop seeing stuff as 

stuff; instead, look at its shape."  He also told 

everyone to "be interested in everything."  At 

the end of the lecture, Museum Director 

Barrie Foster presented him with art supplies 

as a thank you for his lecture, and a Vietnam 

Commemoration lapel pin for his service to 

our country.  His artwork is on display and is 

for sale at the Tipton County Museum 

through August 1.   

 

Salem Church presented FEED THE NEED Saturday at the Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region 

on Alston Street in Covington.  Partners in the program included Frank Miller Pharmacy, Covington Fire 

Department, Covington Police Department, Tipton County Sheriff’s Department, Tipton County Health 

Department, Keys to Life CDC, Cannon Chiropractic, and Kappa Alpha Psi.  Special presentations were made 

by Dr. Jesse Cannon and Mayor Justin Hanson.   

  
Over 100 people were served food and many booths were open, including a focus on safety by the Tipton 

County Sheriff’s Department (L) and Kappa Alpha Psi, who educated visitors on how to protect babies from 

SIDS (R) at Feed the Need held at the Boys and Girls Club and sponsored by Salem Church.   



 

The regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee took place Tuesday at 1:00 at Covington City Hall. 

Chairman Mac McGowan called the meeting to order and asked Covington Fire Chief Michael Naifeh to report.   

 

Chief Naifeh reported that the firefighters have begun evaluations of Self Contained Breathing Apparatus items.  

These evaluations will take place for approximately 21 days and then the bidding process will begin.  He 

anticipates a bid to be accepted in August.  They have also located a refurbished SCBA fill station.  He 

anticipates saving about $1500 by using the refurbished model, which will have a warranty.   

 

Chief Naifeh included in his handout a leave policy he has developed along with Personnel Director Tiny 

Barton and Recorder-Treasurer Tina Dunn.  This policy addresses regular 40 hour a week employees, along 

with 24-hour schedules and shift personnel.   Chief Naifeh stated he has researched these types of policies in 

other fire departments and has receive approval from Mrs. Barton in Personnel for the policy submitted today.  

Chairman McGowan stated he needs to understand it better before voting to approve and asked for time to study 

it.  Alderman John Edwards motioned to take the plan under advisement in order to study it more.  Alderman Ed 

Timberlake seconded.  Motion passed 

 

Naifeh reported he has reached out to MTAS for guidance to start a process for promotional testing for fire 

lieutenant and Driver.  He plans to meet with Dennis Wolf next Tuesday to begin working through this process.  

Mayor Hanson asked him to re-examine the budget to make sure this was still listed.  The budget has undergone 

much negotiations and change in the past several months.  Naifeh stated he will go back and look at the budget 

that has been submitted for approval.   

 

Covington Fire Department has issued a public service announcement about fireworks safety in The Leader, on 

Covingtontn.com website, and on local radio.    CFD Urges extreme caution when handling fireworks.  Read 

more about safe handling procedures on our website.   

 

Chief Naifeh stated he will attend the TN State Fire Commission Meeting Thursday, June 30.  He also plans to 

attend the Tennessee Fire Chiefs Annual Conference in Murfreesboro July 11-13. 

 

Chairman McGowan asked for a motion to accept Naifeh’s report with assurance budget contains funds for 

promotions.  Edwards seconded the motion and it passed.     

 

Covington Police Chief Buddy Lewis began his report by asking Covington Housing Authority Director Christi 

Billings to address the committee about a safety grant she has received.  Mrs. Billings stated over 250 

applications were submitted for this grant, and only 24 were awarded nationwide.  Covington Housing 

Authority was one to receive the grant, which is for surveillance cameras.  Mrs. Billings stated she will be 

cooperating with Covington Police Department to install and monitor the cameras on all CHA campuses and 

hopes they will be installed and fully operational by this fall. 

 

Chief Lewis reported that Tennessee has passed a law that allows full time employees on State university and 

college campuses to carry concealed handguns as long as they have the appropriate permits and meet other 

requirements.  One of those other requirements is to complete a form with local law enforcement so the police 

will know who might be armed.  This will effect TCAT and DSCC in Covington. Lewis has a meeting with 

DSCC in Dyersburg about this issue.  The law goes into effect July 1.  Chief Lewis stated multiple law 

enforcement agencies in Tennessee opposed this legislation, including The Tennessee Sheriff’s Association, 

The Tennessee Chiefs of Police, and The Tennessee Attorney General’s office.  Alderman Edwards motioned 

we draft a letter to the Tennessee Legislature encouraging them to listen to voices of authority and common 

http://www.covingtontn.com/bulletin-board.html


sense when making laws.  Timberlake seconded.  Chief Lewis stated he certainly understands people’s rights to 

be armed, but this law puts law enforcement officers in difficult positions when responding to calls.  When they 

see a person with a gun, it may or may not be the perpetrator of a crime.  Chairman McGowan said he agreed 

with the law stating that many times gun free zones are often where gun crimes take place.  Timberlake asked 

for clarification of the motion, and McGowan asked Tina Dunn to read the motion again, which she did.  The 

vote was 3-1 for sending the letter with McGowan voting against it.   

 

The Covington Police Department will begin recognizing especially good work by acknowledging an employee 

of the month starting in July.  The command staff in the department will review data and statistics to determine 

the recipient of this acknowledgement each month. 

 

The State of Tennessee required that each law enforcement department create a sexual oriented crimes policy.  

After researching and reviewing other such policies throughout Tennessee, Lewis has developed a policy for 

Covington and included a copy in his handout for committee members.   

 

Drug Recognition Expert Training will take place in Nashville and two officers from the Covington Police 

Department have been selected to go.  The training will take place for 9 days and all costs will be covered by  

The Governor’s Highway Safety Office.  Lewis is excited to have two officers from his staff trained in this way 

and believes it will prove very beneficial to Covington.   

 

Chief Lewis recognized Chief Naifeh and the Covington Fire Department for winning the 2nd annual “Battle of 

the Badges” held recently at Covington High School as a fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie 

River Region.  Lewis reported that he believes the event raised approximately $25,000 for the club this year.  

He went on to state that Covington’s officers are making contributions to the community in positive ways and 

not just putting people in jail.  Both departments also participate in Carl Perkins Center’s Dancing with the 

Stars.  While on this topic, Lewis read an email from a Munford citizen praising one of the CPD officers for his 

interactions with their family at the Covington Burger King.   

 

Chief Lewis reported that he is on the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Association of Police Chiefs and will 

begin his duties in this respect next month at their meeting in Chattanooga.   

 

Alderman John Edwards motioned to accept the report submitted by Lewis and Timberlake seconded.  The 

motion passed.  July Public Safety Committee meeting will be July 14.   

 

 



  
On Tuesday, June 28, Richard Reed taught an art class at the Tipton County Museum: "A Sketchy Approach to 
Drawing."  He reviewed various types of art paper and sketching pens and pencils.  He then had the participants 
practice creating straight lines and curved lines.  The final result was a sketch of a reclining man.  To learn more about 
programs at the museum, please call 901-476-0242 or click here.   

 

The regular Board of Mayor and Alderman meeting was held at Covington City Hall Tuesday, June 28. Present 

were Alderman Jere Hadley, Alderman John Edwards, Alderwoman Minnie Bommer, Alderman Mac 

McGowan, Alderman Ed Timberlake, and Mayor Justin Hanson.  Alderman Drew Glass was absent.   

 

Minutes from previously held committee meetings were reviewed and approved.  There was a request for 

approval for the second annual Grace Race to support the Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region.  

This was unanimously approved subject to meeting safety standards.  The race is scheduled to take place 

September 24, 2016.    

 

Recorder/Treasurer Tina Dunn read a resolution from the State comptroller’s office to adopt internal controls 

and accept the State internal controls manual.  After some discussion, this resolution was affirmed by the 

council with a unanimous vote.    

 

Mayor Hanson named Joseph Mack as the new Covington Parks and Recreation Director.  After a long 

application and interview process, Mr. Mack was selected for the position.  The Board affirmed his appointment 

with a unanimous vote.   

 

Mayor Hanson reappointed Ralph Cousar to the Covington Industrial Development Board. The Board affirmed 

his appointment with a unanimous vote.   

 

Mayor Hanson appointed J. Houston Gordon to the Tipton County Veteran’s Museum Board. The Board 

affirmed his appointment with a unanimous vote. 

 

Mayor Hanson reappointed Dr. Jim Baddour to the Covington Electric System Board.  The Board affirmed his 

appointment with a unanimous vote.   

 

Attorney Rachel Witherington was sworn in as City Attorney for the City of Covington.  She was named and 

affirmed by the Board at the June 14 meeting.   In her report, Attorney Witherington stated she has been in 

touch with PHG, who is operating the biomass facility.  They have requested that the City of Covington provide 

http://www.covingtontn.com/museum.html


a full time employee on site when doing testing at the facility.  She also stated she has begun title searches for 

the Price and Wynn properties on North Main Street.   

 

Mayor Hanson presented the 2016-17 budget for final reading.  Alderman Edwards and Alderwoman Bommer 

both expressed concern for more funding for the Boys and Girls Club of the Hatchie River Region and stated 

they could not vote for a budget without additional funding for this entity.  Alderman Edwards then made a 

motion for an additional $13,500 be added to this line item bringing the donation from the City to $26,000.   

 

Alderman Mac McGowan asked where these additional funds might come from. Edwards suggested taking 

them from The Chamber donations or somewhere else. When asked if his motion was to take the $13,500 from 

the Chamber and reallocate that to The Boys and Girls Club, Edwards stated that was not necessarily his intent 

– just to find the money somewhere and increase the amount.  Alderwoman Bommer stated if the Board can do 

that, then they could move forward with the budget.  Alderman Edwards talked about the programs at the Girls 

and Boys Club this summer, the trips they have taken, and how this exposure is something the children may not 

have gotten otherwise.  Edwards said he will certainly vote for a budget with this additional funding.   

 

McGowan stated he would not vote for this increase without knowing where they money might come from.  He 

stated he felt they would be shirking their duties if they didn’t have a better plan for funding.  Mayor Hanson 

stated there had been strong collaboration among department heads and Board members for three months to 

craft the budget that was in its third and final reading.  Bommer responded that they have certainly welcomed 

changes but it sickened her that no more money was allocated for the Boys and Girls Club.  McGowan said he 

is just asking for modification to show where this additional $13,500 will come from because it’s not fair to 

make a motion without knowing where the funds will come from. He went on to say he would be glad to look at 

this in October/November and consider options at that time, or we can take from our donation to the Chamber 

or from the fund balance. Alderman Edwards asked Recorder/Treasurer Tina Dunn if we took $13,500 out of 

the fund balance would it bankrupt the city. She stated it would not.  At that time, McGowan asked Dunn to 

read the motion made by Edwards again, which she did.  Alderwoman Bonner seconded Edwards’ motion.  

Mayor Hanson asked for a roll call vote and the motion passed with a unanimous vote. At that time, the budget 

was passed and accepted with a unanimous vote.    

 

 You can view the entire meeting on our website by clicking here.  

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/covington-board-meeting-video.html


 

 

 

 

At the June 28 meeting of the City 

of Covington Board of Mayor and 

Alderman,  Attorney Rachel 

Witherington was sworn in as the 

City of Covington Attorney of 

record (above) and Joesph Mack 

was approved by the Board as the 

new City of Covington Parks and 

Recreation Director (L).  Mr. Mack 

is expected to begin duties in mid 

July.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates to Remember… 

 July 04 – All City offices closed.  ENJOY YOUR JULY 4TH WEEKEND!       

 July 5 and 19 – Coffee with the Mayor 7:30 – 9:00 at Pappy and Jimmy’s 

 July 08 – Walk with the Mayor – see information below and join in as part of the Healthier Tennessee 

Initiative – put on your walking shoes and come walk with from Frazier Park to Cobb Parr Park.  

 July 12 and 26 – Board of Mayor and Alderman Meetings 5:30 Covington City Hall 

 July 12 – Veteran of the Month reception at the Tipton County Veterans Museum, 751 Bert Johnston 

Avenue, Covington – 6:30 pm.  July Veteran of the month is Ridley Clifton. Scroll down to read more 

about Mr. Clifton.  

 July 16 – Story Walk at the Tipton County Veteran’s Museum – 10:00 – 11:30 – free of charge.  Story 

walk based on the book “Over in the Forest” by Marianne Berkes  

 July 23 – Artist in Residence Peggy Kunkel – Improving your Handwriting workshop 10:00 – 12:00 at 

Tipton County Veteran’s Museum in Covington. $10 for museum members / $15 for general public.  

 July 23 – FREE LEGAL CLINIC – First Presbyterian Church in Covington 11:00 – 1:00 

 July 28 - Lifebood at City Hall 9:00 am – noon.  Sign up at City Hall 

 Fridays in August – Barbara McBride will teach Introduction to Acrylics 9:30 – 11:30 at Tipton County 

Veteran’s Museum in Covington. $60 for museum members and $80 for general public for all 

sessions.  Call 901-476-0242 to register.  

 August 6 – Artist Series for Kids class based on Georgia O’Keeffe for children 10 yrs and older.  Tipton 

County Veteran’s Museum in Covington. $20 for museum members and $25 for general public.   

Call 901-476-0242 to register.   

 

 

 

Free Legal Clinics…..Covington First Presbyterian Church….11:00 – 1:00. 

1-844-HELP4TN 
 July 23 

 September 24 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Good News… 
 Way to go Tennessee! 

 LeBonheur recognized by US News and World Report 

 GO LUCY GO  

 Tipton County Emergency Communications District (E911) has an immediate opening and is now accepting 

applications for the position of 911 Dispatcher.  Read more at 

http://www.tiptonco.com/newsdetail_T3_R456.php 

 

Covington based Hydratrek is excited 

to announce their collaboration with 

Drake Waterfowl. They have just 

become the newest title sponsor of 

"Drake's Migration Nation Powered by 

Hydratrek". Hydratrek has also 

produced a special edition “Drake” 

model that will soon be released. 

Hydratrek, Inc. is a privately owned 

corporation at 240 Industrial Road in 

Covington.  The concept for building 

and distributing a rugged, multi-

purpose all - terrain vehicle dates back 

to the early 2000s.  Hydratrek has 

evolved into a company whose 

products are in operation around the 

world.   

Read more about Hydratrek here.   

In addition to Hydratrek's new partnership with Drake Waterfowl Systems, the company 

recently purchased the former Paslode manufacturing facility on the north end of town. They 

will be moving into the 157,000 sq. ft. facility this summer.  The building sits on 17 acres and will 

give the company plenty of operating space for future growth. A demo lake will be constructed 

after the move and ribbon cutting. Residents of Tipton County are welcome to call ahead and 

setup a Hydratrek tour and test ride. You can see Hydratrek vehicles sitting on the vacant lot 

next to Walgreens on Hwy 51 N. Contact information is 901-475-9595 and sales@hydratrek.com 

 

Drug Free Tipton has launched the tip411 alert system, a new interactive way to keep the community 

connected and informed through email, text message, and online public safety alerts. Tip411 also allows 

the public to report crimes and other suspicious activities directly to law enforcement agencies by sending 

anonymous text messages from their cell phone or via a FREE smartphone app. Click the logo below for 

more information. 

 
 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/rexsinquefield/2016/06/20/800-million-payoff-thanks-to-tennessee-tax-structure/#5240f1c32094
http://www.lebonheur.org/news-events/news/press-release-archive/2014-press-releases/us-news-best-childrens-hospital-list.dot
http://www.golucygo.org/
http://www.tiptonco.com/newsdetail_T3_R456.php
http://hydratrek.com/about.html
mailto:sales@hydratrek.com
http://www.drugfreetipton.org/#!tip411/dptvp


 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Small Businesses… Are You Interested in Government Contracting  

as a source of revenue? 

Call the TSBDC office at Dyersburg State Community College today (731) 286-3205, if you would like to attend this 

Procurement Match-Making event in Clarksville, TN.  TSBDC at DSCC, is arranging a group day-trip to the event for 

small business owners. Deadline to reserve your seat for the trip is July 8th.  Free conference, free charter bus 

transportation provided by TSBDC, and lots of great potential for business connections.   
Dutch-treat on your meals.    

 

 

Maleia M. Evans, MBA 
Director  Tennessee Small Business Development Center 

Dyersburg State Community College 

1510 Lake Road 

Dyersburg, TN 38024 

Ph: (731) 286-3201 

Fax: (731) 286-3271 



 

 

 
Call 901-837-5300 for more information 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 



 
The Farmer’s Market is located under the water tower just off the square in Covington.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Tipton County Veterans Council and the Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial 

and Nature Center 

Veteran of the Month for July, 2016 

Ridley Clifton 

Ridley Clifton was born at home on a farm in Tipton County on February 13, 1948, 

the oldest of five children.  He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in Memphis in October of 

1967 following his graduation from Byars-Hall High School, serving time as a 

Machinist Mate until his Honorable Discharge in September of 1971.  During his 

time in the Army, he was assigned to the USS Sproston (DD-577) in Pearl Harbor 

and the USS Harry E. Hubbard (DD 748) in the Western Pacific that included three 

trips to the Vietnam War Zone.  Ridley was also assigned to Australia and New 

Zealand before returning to his final duty station in Long Beach, California.   

 

In December 1969 while in Long Beach, Ridley met his wife, Kathy.  She was part of 

a local group of YWCA Christian Girls who provided Christian fellowship to the 

military men.  Ridley pursued her, and they were married in 1973.   

 

After receiving his Honorable Discharge, he worked a variety of jobs in Long Beach, 

including X-ray technician attendant and darkroom technician at a local hospital 

and Federal firefighter at the Long Beach Naval Air Station.  In 2005 he and Kathy 

moved to Tipton County where he worked as a bus driver for Tipton County 

Schools.  Ridley is an Elder at Ebenezer Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  He and 

Kathy have one son.  Kathy nominated Ridley for Veteran of the Month. 

 

 

 

VETERANS – Clinics are held WEEKLY to provide you with information – click here to learn more: 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php 

Tipton County Museum, Veterans Memorial & Nature Center 

http://www.tiptonco.com/veterans_services/index.php


The Tipton  

County Museum, 

Veterans Memorial & Nature 

Center 

Presents: 

2016 Artist in Residence 

Peggy Kunkel 

Artist in Residence Peggy Kunkel is a calligrapher with over 25 years of experience and has 

taught calligraphy extensively throughout the Memphis area.  She is a past President of the 

Memphis Calligraphy Guild and is a member of the Tipton Art League.  Her exhibition, “This and 

That”, is on display in the Conference room of the Tipton County Museum.   She and her 

husband Keith live in Covington. 

March 22 Reception:  Come out and meet Peggy!  6:30 p.m., Free 

June 4 Lecture:  “Rock, Paper, Stone, plus a Demon” The History of Calligraphy, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Free 

to Members, $5 Nonmembers 

July 23 Workshop:  “Improve Your Handwriting”, 10 a.m. – Noon, 

 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 

August 13 Workshop:  “Celtic Knots Simplified”, 10 a.m. – Noon 

 $10 Museum Members, $15 Nonmembers 

Oct. 27 Host:  “Museum Merchant Gala”, Meet local artists, 6 – 8 p.m., 

 Free and Open to the Public 

Nov. 19  Lecture:  “The St. John’s Bible”, The 1st handwritten, illuminated Bible in 500 years, 10 – 11:30 

a.m., Free to Members, $5 Nonmembers 

Sept. 6, 20, 27  Calligraphy Class:  “Italic Hand”, Tuesday nights, 6 – 8 p.m. 

Oct. 4 & 18     $60 Museum Members, $65 Nonmembers for the 5 week class 

 


