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Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Law Enforcement Agenda  

 
January 2024 

 
 

• Personnel 
• Training 
• Monthly Activity  
• January Press Releases 
• January Major Expenses 
• Total Calls for Service 
• Traffic Stops Totals 
• K9 Statistics 
• January 2023 Statistics 

 
 

 Personnel 
 
The CPD currently has six (6) vacant positions, February 2024 staffing changes: 
 
Uniform Patrol Division – Officer Freddie Braddic (certified) 
 
Three (3) non-certified candidates have conditional offers of employment pending final 
testing and examinations.  
 
 
Training 
 
Jan 8 – Jan 12: Chris Taylor and Apollo Muex attended a 40-hour Ground Control 
Instructor Training. This training is to have certified self-defense tactics instructors. 
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Jan 11: Donna Turner attended County wide LEIC Leadership Training at Atoka City 
Hall. County wide administrators and Department Heads attended the training. 
 
Jan 23: Jami Hunt and Brooke Moore attended Advanced Search and Seizure in 
Clarksville, TN. The training was an update on laws and processes related to vehicle and 
asset forfeitures and seizures. 
 
Jan 25: James Robertson and Rushell Guarian attended Report Writing training in 
Clarksville, TN.  
 
Jan 26: Lt Dillingham, Lt Avery, Sgt Templeton, Lt McCurry, and CID attended Asset 
Forfeiture and Seizure Training for the paperwork requirements for vehicle seizures 
for the State of Tennessee.  
 
Jan 31- Feb 1: Tony Doss, Gary Gill, and Cory Norwood attended a Unmanned 
Aircraft virtual drone pilot course. This course is for staff to be trained and certified 
with a pilot license for unmanned aircraft use in law enforcement.  
 
 
Monthly Activity 
 
 
01/02 – Chief Turner attended the investiture for Judge M.O Eckel, III.  
01/03 – Covington Police Department held the Patrol Sergeant/Corporal assessment.  
01/04 – Chief Turner and the school resource officers attended a brief incident 
command meeting at Covington High School. 
01/04 – Chief Turner attended TACP Training Committee meeting virtually.  
01/04 – Mayor Jan Hensley swore in and Chief Turner pinned Lt. DeMario Avery, Det. 
Cory Norwood, and Officer Gary Gill at City Hall. 
01/05 – Covington Police Department conducted a patrol officer interview panel at City 
Hall. 
01/08 – Chief Turner spoke on Fraud and Scams to the United Methodist Church 
Women’s Ministry Group.  
01/09 – Chief Turner held a VCIF Grant meeting with Analyst Hayes and Tina Dunn.  
01/10 – Chief Turner, Lt McCurry and Cpl Robertson attended an Active Shooter Round 
Table discussion at the Tipton County Sheriff’s Office.  
01/11 – Chief Turner attended Leadership Training with other City of Covington 
Department Heads at Atoka City Hall. 
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01/11 – Analyst Ferrell and Analyst Hayes attended a meeting for the Tipton County GIS 
programming. 
01/12 – Chief Turner, Lt. Dillingham and Lt. Avery attended West TN Chief’s Meeting in 
Jackson, TN.  
01/14 – Chief Turner conducted the media coverage began for the Winter Storms hitting 
Covington. 
01/17 – Chief Turner held a meeting with CID on the new duties of the Violent Crimes 
Unit. 
01/17 – Chief Turner and Lt Avery attended the E911 Board Meeting at the EMA 
Building. 
01/18 – Lt. Dillingham attended the CPIT meeting virtually.  
01/18 – Chief Turner, Lt McCurry and Cpl Robertson held an Active Shooter 
Organizational meeting with Covington Fire Department.  
01/19 – Chief Turner, Lt Avery, Lt McCurry, Lt Dillingham, and Detective Doss attended 
the retirement ceremony for Captain Elwood’s at Atoka Police Department. 
01/22 – Chief Turner named Corporals and Sergeant in the Patrol Division. 
01-23 – Officer Brett Taylor obtained his unmanned aircraft pilot’s license.  
01/24 – Chief Turner and Lt. Dillingham met with K-9 Officer Alex VanVleet on the K-9 
database.  
01/25 – Chief Turner, Lt McCurry, Lt Dillingham, Lt Avery, Covington Fire Department 
attended an Active Shooter Tabletop Discussion at TCSO. 
01/25 – Analyst Ferrell and Analyst Hayes attended a virtual Flock webinar on new 
functions of the system.  
01/26 – SRO Robertson and Officer Preyer attended a job fair at Tipton Christian 
Academy.  
01/26 – Chief Turner attended TBI/TDDTF Statewide Executive Board meeting in 
Nashville, TN.  
01/26 – Chief Turner, and several CPD officers attended the Congressional Gold Medal 
Ceremony for Mr. Abbott at the Tipton County Museum. 
 
 
Monthly Press Releases: 

• 01/13 - CPD makes an arrest after a routine traffic stop. 
• 01/25 – CPD investigates a felony shoplifting case that occurred at 

Walmart in Covington, TN. 
• 01/26 – CPD was involved in a traffic pursuit that ventured into 

Lauderdale County. 
• 01/30 – CPD makes an arrest in a theft of property and vandalism 

incident that occurred at Walmart in Covington, TN. 
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January 2024 Major Expenses: 
 
110-42100-946 | Flock Safety: renewing the annual contract for the flock cameras. 
$12,500.00 
 
 
January Statistical Graphs and Totals: 
 

• January 2024 / Total calls for service – 1303 
 

• January 2024 / Traffic stops – 61 
 

• January 2024 / Statistics Patrol including and CID 
 

• January 2024 – Social Media Outreach – 322,572 
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Jan-24 Total
Lt. Avery 1 1 4 2 24 0

Assigned 1 1 4 4 4 14
Active 0
Closed 1 1
Solved 1 1 4 4 4 14

Det. Isbell 0 1 4 2 24 0
Assigned 1 1 2
Active 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 10
Closed 2 1 2 1 6
Solved 1 2 1 1 5

Det. Doss 0 1 4 2 24 0
Assigned 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Active 1 1 1 3
Closed 1 1 1 1 4
Solved 1 1 2

Det. Norwood
Assigned 1 4 1 6
Active 0
Closed 4 1 5
Solved 4 4

 Evidence
Etrace Weapons
Evidence Processed
Lab Trips

Covington Police Department
Criminal Investigations Division

Det. Norwood In Training

Totals
5
4
3

Lt. Avery

Det. Isbell

Det. Doss



Covington Police Department School Resource Officer - Monthly Statistics
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Jan-24 Days Worked Details Extra Patrol Training Hrs. Volunteer Hrs.
SRO
Cpl Robertson 1 0 3 2 0 2 0 2 24 2 2 26 0 8 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 9 0
Smith 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 2 0 20 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 11 0 1 0
C Taylor 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 1 24 2 0 24 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 44 0
Woodard 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 24 2 0 24 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0
Totals 2 0 4 0 4 0 94 8 2 94 0 12 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 1 48 0 0 54 0
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    PRESS RELEASE         26 January 2024 

 
     *For Immediate Release* 
 

Traffic pursuit earlier tonight  
 
Earlier tonight, Covington Police Department was involved in a traffic pursuit that began at Bert 
Johnston and Highway 51, ventured into Lauderdale County, back into Covington and officers 
pursued the suspect into Shelby County, where the officers terminated the pursuit for safety. 
The vehicle at issue was a black Chevrolet Cobalt with Arkansas temporary tags, and the tags 
did not match the vehicle.  
 
Covington Police Department appreciates the cooperation of the community in the traffic 
pursuit. There were several vehicles that were required to move out of the way in order to 
effectuate the chase, and all citizens quickly moved which permitted the Deparment to 
maintain pursuit of the suspect until the Shelby County line.  
The suspect was not apprehended. Please be aware of the vehicle description above, and do 
not engage the vehicle. Please contact the Covington Police Deparment with any tips at (901) 
475-4300 or (901) 475-1261.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CovingtonPD.TN?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWG9hK5wY2kbDuqv1UNCVNvjUGmN9tokfCc9yJdGera9zFqe5DYpbxqeyA0Ywn6QXQghMSysYvPJPz2sqg_6z_4yHLF5F_YG_apmEZW593RPfhpEKrj1yE7FEe0yjYDKyaNcrgLOhRYf0n5JmLZqEScsEHgTav5fy7PIBisvDPV-g&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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    PRESS RELEASE         13 January 2024 

 
     *For Immediate Release* 

 
Covington Police Department makes an arrest after a routine traffic stop. 
 
On 25 December 2023 at approximately 11:30pm, Covington Police Department officers 
patrolling conducted a routine traffic stop in the area of North College Street. A CPD Officer 
observed a Ford Escape which displayed the driver and passenger side taillights broken out. 
This prompted the officer to make contact with the driver. During the stop, the driver could not 
provide the officer with any identification. The driver was instructed to exit the vehicle. Upon 
exiting the vehicle, the driver attempted to flee on foot and pushed one of the officers into a 
Chevrolet Equinox that was parked in front of the Ford Escape. The driver was quickly 
apprehended by the assisting officers. The driver was identified as Darrius White, 25, of 
Covington, TN. Officers confirmed White’s license was suspended. 
 
CPD Officers observed a fully loaded firearm in White’s waistband and another fully loaded 
firearm on the ground in between the Ford Escape and the Chevrolet Equinox. The firearm that 
was located on White was confirmed to have been reported stolen. Officers located open 
bottles of alcohol and multiple burglary tools which included a master lock kit set, screwdriver, 
cordless drill, and a Jimmie lock inside of the Ford Escape.  
 
White was arrested and transported to the Tipton County Jail and formally charged with a Light 
Law violation, Evading Arrest, Resisting Arrest, Vandalism, Possession of Burglary Tools, 
Possession of Stolen Property, Violation of Open Container Law, Violation of Financial 
Responsibility and Driving while License Suspended. White appeared for his arraignment and 
Tipton County General Sessions Court records confirmed White was on Tipton County 
probation. Judge M.O. Eckel III revoked White’s probation and he was taken into custody 
during his arraignment. White remains in custody and a court date on the new charges has 
been slated for the end of January.  
 
“This is an example of there being no routine traffic stops for law enforcement anymore. The 
current trend is for criminals to disengage the taillights of vehicles to prevent being easily 
detected by license plate readers (LPRs) when committing crimes. The investigation 
surrounding the stolen firearm and additional charges may be filed in the investigation” said 
Chief Donna Turner “Due to the recent increase in crime in the area, it appears that Judge 
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Eckel has determined the need to take an aggressive approach to thwart further increases in 
crime.” 
  
If anyone has any information on similar incidents, please contact the Criminal Investigation 
Division at 901-475-1261. Tips can also be sent to the Covington Police Department Facebook 
Messenger. 
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    PRESS RELEASE         25 January 2024 

 
     *For Immediate Release* 

 
The Covington Police Department investigates a felony shoplifting case that 
occurred at Walmart in Covington, TN. 
 
On 01 January 2024 at approximately 3:00 pm, officers responded to Walmart located at 201 
Lanny Bridges Avenue in Covington, TN regarding a shoplifting incident. Walmart Asset 
Protection Team advised of video footage showcasing a female shoplifting multiple dates 
between 12/19/23 and 12/28/23. Officers reviewed the video footage that showed the female 
passed all points of sale without purchasing a variety of items. After viewing the videos, the 
Officers were able to identify the female as Samantha Nix, 33, of Covington, Tn. Officers cited 
Nix for shoplifting previously on 28 December 2023. Nix cited for Theft of Property Under 
$1,000.00 for the total value of the items indicated to be $454.00. 
 
The initial case surrounded Nix allegedly using the Walmart Scan and Go application to 
purchase items on her cellphone. After gathering and scanning the items to purchase, the 
customer is to scan the barcode at the self-checkout registers for a door pass to be issued to 
verify payment and acceptance of the credit card which is attached to the customer’s account. 
The video footage for the three (3) separate incidents confirmed no payment was received on 
the account.  
 
CPD detectives began working to investigate the incidents and gathered the evidence. Walmart 
Asset Protection Team provided detectives with receipts and information regarding the property 
that was taken. The total amount of stolen merchandise that could be verified, according to 
Walmart records and video footage, is $2,196.88. The investigation is ongoing.  
On 11 January 2024 CPD detectives interviewed Nix. Nix denied shoplifting and advised that 
the scan and go method was utilized during the incidents. The detectives continued their 
investigation and were unable to verify any receipts or documentation of any payment in the 
cases.  
 
On 17 January 2024, detectives issued a warrant for Nix’s arrest. On 22 January 2024, Nix 
turned herself in at the Tipton County Sheriff’s Office where she was formally charged with 
Theft of property over $1,000 in Tipton County General Sessions Court. Nix was released on a 
$5,000 bond and is slated to appear at the Tipton County General Sessions Court on 05 March 
2024.  
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“We will continue to support our businesses who work diligently to reduce theft which only 
raises prices for customers who do not steal.” said Chief Donna Turner “The detectives and 
crime intel analysis have received training in investigating these types of cases where suspects 
utilize electronic devices to cover up their crimes." 
 



 

                                                          “Serving – Protecting- Caring” 

 

 

Donna Turner 

Chief of Police 

Covington Police Department 
                 211 South Main Street   Covington, TN 38019 

Telephone (901) 475-1261 
(c) 901- 444-1047 

Fax (901) 313-9359 

dturner@covingtontn.com 
 
 

    PRESS RELEASE        30 January 2024 

 
     *For Immediate Release* 
 

The Covington Police Department investigates a Theft of property and vandalism 
that occurred at Walmart in Covington, TN.  
 
On 03 January 2024 at approximately 12:00 PM, Covington Police Department (CPD) officers 
responded to Walmart located at 201 Lanny Bridges Avenue in Covington, TN regarding a theft. 
The victim reported she had been to the bank inside Walmart and exited the store with her 
purse in her shopping cart. The victim advised officers her wallet, $900.00 cash, and a 
cellphone were stolen from the purse inside the shopping cart. The victim began tracking the 
cellphone and it was later located damaged on Hwy 59 W, Covington, TN. The suspect and his 
vehicle were visible in the Walmart security footage. The footage showed the male suspect 
driving a tan town car, exited his vehicle, took the purse from the cart, and stashed it in his 
vehicle. He then went into Walmart, shopped, and left the store. The Walmart Asset Protection 
Team provided video footage of the incident to CPD detectives. CPD detectives and analysts 
were able to review the video footage and purchasing records to identify the suspect as 
Michael Knight,65, of 5327 Hwy 59 W Covington. 
 
On 26 January 2024 CPD detectives attempted to interview Knight, who declined to provide a 
statement. Knight was charged with Theft of Property Over $1000 and Vandalism. Knight was 
then transported to the Tipton County Jail and a $5000 bond was set in the Tipton County 
General Session Court. Knight was released on bond and is slated to appear in the Tipton 
County General Sessions Court on 20 February 2024.  
 
“I commend the Criminal Investigations Division team for quickly identifying the thief in this 
cowardly theft.” said Chief Donna Turner “A reminder to all citizens to please secure your 
personal items in your shopping cart or keep it on your person at all times to reduce these type 
of 5 finger discounts! 
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