
Enhancing our community’s vitality through volunteerism, 
collaboration,  partnerships and outreach.



AGENDA
➢ Community Service Opportunity
➢ Parks and Recreation Tourism & Health Tax
➢ Tipton County Museum



COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
March 23-27 2019 (TC Schools Spring Break)

Minimum (10) workers Per Day

6-8 Hours per day

FREE Breakfast & Lunch provided



CITY TOURISM & HEALTH TAXES COVINGTON PARKS AND 

RECREATION 



CITY TOURISM TAXES

National Examples:

New Orleans there is a 14% City & State 
Tax, 1.75% Tourism Support Assessment and 
a $1.00 occupancy fee per night.

In Birmingham there is a general 
Alabama state sales tax of 4% + Jefferson 
County sales tax of 4% + City of 
Birmingham sales tax of 2%

Currently the County receives all hotel taxes.

Statewide Examples: 

The Nashville hotel and motel room tax is 5%, which 
when added to the 9.25% makes for a total 
hotel room tax of 14.25% plus $2 city tax, per night. 

Hotel Occupancy Tax Rates vary by jurisdiction and 
averages 6% statewide. Chattanooga: 8% (total tax 
17.25%) Memphis: 6.70% (total tax 15.95%)



CITY TOURISM TAXES

Benefits

Zero impact on the local tax payers

No additional cost or resources required 
for collection.

Hotel Owners & Guest accept these fees 
as a part of the cost of doing business.

Can help to offset local Parks and 
Recreation budget. 

Potential Revenue   

Tourism Support Assessment 5%

Holiday Inn – 67 Rooms  

Quality Inn  - 55 Rooms 

Days Inn – 35 Rooms

Average Room Rate per Night $65-$104 per night.  



CITY TOURISM TAXES
Must Do’s:
More overnight events in the city:

Heritage Festival

MayFest

Isaac Hayes

Don Baskins Auto Show

Multiple Day Events (Music Festival)

Ball Tournaments  

Chocolate Tour 

Incentives (Truck Drivers, Salesmen, Hotels, &

Restaurants. 



CITY HEALTH TAXES
Background:
Tobacco, Alcohol, and Sugary Beverage Consumption 
harms health and imposes enormous cost on society. –
Task Force on Fiscal Policy for Health April 2019.

Tobacco, alcohol and sugary beverage consumption 
accounts for a large and growing share of the 
world’s burden of premature death and disease, 
especially in low-and middle income countries.

8 Million people die each year from tobacco use or 
exposure accounting for 13% of deaths worldwide. 
(Collaborators GRF 2018).

Almost 3 Million people die each year due to alcohol 
consumption.  5% of deaths worldwide.

Over 4.5 million people die each year from being 
overweight or obese (Collaborators GRF 2018) & 
1.6 million die of diabetes (WHO 2018)

Proposal: 
Add a tax to all cigarettes ands sugary drinks sold in 
Covington. 

Use the revenue from the taxes to fund and promote 
healthy living and physical activity throughout the city:

Maintain (replace and repair) outdoor fitness equipment. 

Replace aging Sportsplex fitness equipment.

Reduce/offset the cost of Sportsplex Memberships.  

Maintain existing NEW fitness amenities (obstacle course, 
bike park, QRFit Trail)

Fund ADA Compliance construction/modifications in Parks 
and Recreation.

All funds generated from the health tax are earmarked for 
parks and recreation.



CITY HEALTH TAXES

Background:



CITY HEALTH TAXES
Background:
Most cities don’t have their own cigarette tax rates, 
but here are major exceptions (see handout).  More 
than 600 local jurisdictions have their own cigarette 
tax rates, bringing in more than $420 million in 
revenue in 2018 and working effectively to reduce 
smoking rates, especially among youth. 

– TobaccoFreeKids.org

Proposal: 
Add a .50 to .75 per pack tax to all tobacco sold in 
Covington. Including E-cigarettes.

Use the revenue from the taxes to fund and promote 
healthy living and physical activity throughout the city:

Maintain (replace and repair) outdoor fitness equipment. 

Replace aging Sportsplex fitness equipment.

Reduce/offset the cost of Sportsplex Memberships.  

Maintain existing NEW fitness amenities (obstacle course, 
bike park, QRFit Trail)

Fund ADA Compliance construction/modifications in Parks 
and Recreation.



CITY HEALTH TAXES



CITY HEALTH TAXES
Proposal: 
Add a .5 – 1 cent consumer tax to all sugary drinks sold in 
Covington. 

Use the revenue from the taxes to fund and promote healthy 
living and physical activity throughout the city:

Maintain (replace and repair) outdoor fitness equipment. 

Replace aging Sportsplex fitness equipment.

Reduce/offset the cost of Sportsplex Memberships.  

Maintain existing fitness amenities (obstacle course, bike park, 
QRFit Trail)

Fund ADA Compliance construction/modifications in Parks and 
Recreation.

Provide scholarships for underserved youth sports participants.





CITY HEALTH TAXES

PhiladelphiaSanta Fe, NM 



CITY HEALTH TAXES

+.144

+.60

Covington 1Cent per ounce Health Tax Proposal
+.68 +.20 +.16 +.12 +.8



CITY HEALTH TAXES

+.72

+.30

Covington .5 per ounce Health Tax Proposal
+.34 +.10 +.8 +.6 +.4





QUESTIONS JOSEPH MACK

PARKS & RECREATION DIRECTOR



BACK UP SLIDE City Health Taxes



PROJECTED HEALTH & REVENUE 

Note: Taxes are increased in 2017 sufficiently to raise prices by 20, 30, 40, and 50 percent. The impact of the increases is 
projected over a 50-year period (2017-2067). Source: Summan and Laxminarayan 2018



PROJECTED HEALTH & REVENUE 

Note: Taxes are increased in 2017 sufficiently to raise prices by 20, 30, 40, and 50 percent. The impact of the increases is 
projected over a 50-year period (2017-2067). Source: Summan and Laxminarayan 2018



HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURES BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME



PREMATURE DEATHS AVERTED





Veteran of the Month: 
March 2020

Brenda Cooper 
Her reception is Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 



















Covington Parks and Recreation Director Joseph Mack 

901-592-7644
jmack@covingtontn.com
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