
1st Tuesdays - Public Works Committee  

Jeff Morris - Chairman, Minnie Bommer, Danny Wallace 
 

2nd Tuesdays - General Welfare and Public Relations Committee 

Minnie Bommer - Chairwoman, Keith Phelps, C.H. Sullivan 
 

3rd Tuesdays - Finance and Administration Committee 

C.H. Sullivan - Chairman, All Aldermen/Alderwomen attend 
 

4th Tuesdays - Public Safety Committee 

Keith Phelps - Chairman, C.H. Sullivan, Johnetta Yarbrough 

All regularly scheduled committee meetings are at 4:00 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room at 

Covington City Hall at 200 W. Washington St.  All Board of Mayor and Aldermen meetings are held 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of each month at 5:30 pm in the Board Room on the 2nd floor 

at Covington City Hall.  ALL are open to the public.  Official meeting minutes and agendas can be 

found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

You may contact your   

Alderman/Alderwoman by  

clicking on the email links below. 

District 1 Vice Mayor Johnetta Yarbrough  1122jwyatt@gmail.com 

  Alderwoman Minnie Bommer  alderwomandist1@gmail.com 

 

District 2 Alderman Jeff Morris   aldermanjeffmorris@gmail.com   

  Alderman Keith Phelps   kphelps@jamiesonandfisher.com 

 

District 3 Alderman C.H. Sullivan   aldermanchsullivan@gmail.com  

  Alderman Danny Wallace   aldermanwallace@gmail.com 
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Continued on next page 

Finance and Administration Committee Meeting – 4/21/20 – 4:00 p.m. 

 

Present and via virtual meeting:  Chairman Alderman CH Sullivan, Alderman Keith Phelps, Alderwoman Min-

nie Bommer, Mayor Justin Hanson, Alderman Danny Wallace, Alderwoman Johnetta Yarbrough, Recorder 

Treasurer Tina Dunn, Attorney Rachel Witherington, Jennifer Nolen, Chief Larry Lindsey, Joseph Mack, Lessie 

Fisher, David Gwinn, , Echo Day, David Gray, Tiny Rose, Chief Richard Griggs, Rebecca Ray, City Planner Will 

Radford, Auditor Rick Tankersley 

 

Alderman Sullivan nominated Mayor Hanson to chair the meeting.  Approved 

 

2020-2021 Budget Presentation – Mayor Hanson and Tina Dunn 

- Budget is balanced with exception of Museum fund.  Asking that Sherl Rose become a full-time em-

ployee.  Contingent on approval from Tipton County Government 

- This budget is lean due to this difficult time. 

- Mayor Hanson discussed salary line item and salary study 

- Discussed sales tax, February showed a 3.4% increase, 2.8% increase year-to-date.  Difficult to antici-

pate what sales tax will be due to the pandemic 

- Asked the Committee to spend the next month reviewing the budget. 

- Discussed one time grant from the State, $223,761 

- Gave schedule of called meeting and readings. 

- Alderman Wallace asked if there was a match to one-time grant dollars.  No match, per Mayor Han-

son 

- Alderwoman Bommer stated the numbers in the salary study that are in red (below minimum) should 

be looked at first. 

 

Audit Review – Rick Tankersley 

- Mr. Tankersley feels like it was a “good, solid year for the City” 

- Discussed summary of entire report 

- Management discussion analysis, City reported net increases in all positions/assets 

- Discussed schedule of findings 

- Discussed summary schedule of prior findings, City management has done a good job of correcting  

- There were no questions from Committee 

- Mayor Hanson stated that this audit is something to be proud of 

 

Roof Repair at Children & Family Services – Parks and Rec Director Joe Mack 

- Alderwoman Bommer stated that the decision has already been made to replace roof, this Com-

mittee needs to decide how to get it done. If there is any way that we can do this, we need to do it 

- Mayor Hanson stated that we do not have an extra $25,000, Director Mack agreed 

- Alderwoman Bommer felt like we need to take the amount from fund balance, made motion, 2nd by 

Alderman Sullivan, discussion. Director Mack discussed good price of quote and local company 

(Admiral Roofing).  Mayor Hanson expressed concerns about what damage they may find when they 

start removing the decking. Hasn’t been replaced in approximately 30+ years.  Alderman Morris 

wanted to make sure quote is still good.  Director Mack confirmed that estimate was still good.  



Official meeting minutes and agendas can be found by visiting www.covingtontn.com. 

Mayor Hanson stated that project would have to be put out for formal bid because the expense is 

over $10,000.  Alderman Wallace asked Director Mack about specific language on quote.  Wants to 

make sure it includes decking.  Director Mack feels like he cannot answer that right now until they get 

down to the decking.   

- Motion amended to proceed with putting this out to bid not to exceed $54,000 (original quote), 2nd, 

discussion, roll call, motion carries 

 

Municipal Zoning Update Discussion – Will Radford 

- Improving aesthetics of Covington, especially Hwy 51 corridor 

- Discussed zoning ordinance, changes are highlighted in yellow 

- Discussed list of major changes to zoning ordinance 

- Much of this has to do with site plan review, requirements.  It is more extensive to give more over-

sight in design, architecture, etc. 

- Attorney Witherington discussed definitions that have been added to ordinance (Chapter 2) 

- One of the biggest changes is with site plans, will have the biggest impact on zoning.  

- Discussed Design Review Commission 

- Discussed Nonconforming Uses 

- Discussed multi-family residential establishments 

- The next big change is landscaping requirements, along with whatever Design Review Commission 

requires 

- Added in mobile food units (food trucks) 

- Discussed wholesale trade, moved this to use permitted upon appeal 

- Will Radford clarified use permitted vs. use permitted on appeal 

- Discussed increase lot size requirements along with 10 ft green space from edge of sidewalk 

- Alderman Morris thanked everyone for all the work done on this ordinance 

- Design Review Committee adopts their own guidelines 

- Discussed guidelines of Design Review Committee 

 

Beer Ordinance Update – Attorney Rachel Witherington 

- Further outlines penalties and fines that are consistent 

- Minimum training requirements were added 

- Several committee members asked for clarification on penalties 

- Motion made to move this to Board of Mayor and Alderman with corrections, 2nd, roll taken, so 

moved.  

 

Mayor discussed current positive COVID-19 cases and expiration of stay at home order 

 

http://www.covingtontn.com/


On Friday Gov. Bill Lee issued his guidelines for reopening restaurants on 4/27 and retail  

establishments on 4/29.  We are waiting further guidance regarding churches, gyms, and  

medical procedures.  Close contact services including salons, barbershops, etc. will not  

reopen until Phase 2, which we will also find out more about next week.  Your patience  

and understanding are appreciated as we all move through this together!  For a complete 

look at the State of Tennessee’s plan to reopen our economy, click HERE. 

https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery.html?fbclid=IwAR3xT3fNvu4l2l2c4U5kk2-E9RyubNdChKjx9LV_ahFV7PuPzeC1ptuADVg


Due to the concerns related 
to the Coronavirus and our 

efforts to keep everyone safe, 
the 2020 BBQ Festival has 
been cancelled.  Mark your 

calendars for June 3, 4, and 5, 
2021! 

https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov


In order to further protect our employees and our community, 

effective immediately, all City buildings will be closed to the 

public until further notice.  Also keep in mind the following: 
 

• All payments (utility bills, citations, fire fees, etc.) will be accepted through our two 

drive-through lanes, not in the lobby at City Hall. 

• Many payments can be made via our website at www.covingtontn.com or by calling            

844-876-2911. 

• Business that requires face-to-face visits will be done by appointment only.  To make 

an appointment, please call 901-476-9613. 

• Job applications and many other forms can be obtained from our website at 

www.covingtontn.com 
 

We want you to know that we are still here to serve you!  Avoid crowded spaces, 

wash your hands, and if you are not feeling well, please stay home.  We expect the 

number of confirmed cases to rise, but by putting these things in place, hopefully 

we can slow the spread. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

Baptist Hospital - Tipton    901-476-2621 

Tipton County Health Department  901-476-0235 

Tennessee Department of Health  https://www.tn.gov/health.html  

Tipton County Health Department has a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site on Mueller 

Brass Road in Covington.  The National Guard has been deployed to assist with  

testing and supplies.  The testing site will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 

through Friday and Saturdays 9:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m. Anyone can drive-thru and be 

tested regardless of whether or not they are exhibiting any symptoms.     
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Tennessee Unemployment Insurance 

 This video may help you understand the process:  

How to Complete Certifications on Jobs4TN  

In an effort to keep our employees safe, please do not drop fire fees off at 

the Covington Fire Department. Please use the following options: 
 

   By Mail:   101 Tennessee Ave., Covington, TN  38019 

   Online:   Covingtontn.com 

Or visit the drive-thru at City Hall, 200 W. Washington Ave. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVa7cLnw02E&list=PL1pIr4KR0SQ5eKB0IMmpdv-uVfTuF4rva&index=3
https://paycovingtontn.com/other.html?fbclid=IwAR2pU9IgjNCwZee6vcuwe8N2uXxyiKRjzlSvhiFawLq0Fq9bZeTl39wJLJA#/


Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development Commissioner Bob Rolfe today  

announced the 10 Tennessee communities selected to participate in the seventh round of the Tennessee 

Downtowns program.  The communities selected include Collinwood, Covington, Decaturville, Dunlap, Halls, 

Hartsville, Madisonville, Somerville, South Pittsburg and Whiteville. 

 

“TNECD remains focused on strengthening rural Tennessee, and for many communities, that means ensuring 

their historic downtowns are vibrant,” Rolfe said. “The Tennessee Downtowns program is an essential part of 

our rural development strategy, and we look forward to working with these ten new Tennessee Downtowns as 

they develop sustainable renewal efforts in their commercial districts.”  TNECD provides the Tennessee 

Downtowns program to communities that want to pursue the Main Street America approach to downtown  

revitalization. Fifty-eight Tennessee communities have participated in the program since 2010.  The Tennes-

see Downtowns program helps local communities revitalize traditional commercial districts, enhance commu-

nity livability, spur job creation and maintain the historic character of downtown districts. The two-year  

program coaches selected communities and their steering committees through the steps of launching  

effective renewal efforts. Tennessee Downtowns includes community training in the Main Street America  

program and a $15,000 grant for a downtown improvement project. 

 

“We are proud to welcome ten new communities into the Tennessee Downtowns program and look forward  

to working with them on their goals for downtown revitalization,” Main Street Program Director Nancy Williams 

said. The ten newly selected communities all have downtown commercial districts established at least 50 

years ago and demonstrated their readiness to organize efforts for downtown revitalization according to Main 

Street America principles. The highly competitive selection process was based on historic commercial  

resources, economic and physical need, demonstrated local effort, overall presentation and probability of  

success.  Tennessee Downtown communities that complete the program are eligible for Commercial Façade 

Improvement Grants as well as Main Street designation. To date, six Tennessee Downtowns have advanced 

to the Main Street program.  Each application was supported by the community’s senator and representatives 

in the Tennessee General Assembly. 

For more information on the TDECD Downtowns Program visit  

https://www.tn.gov/ecd/rural-development/tennessee-main-street/tennessee-downtowns.html  

Ten communities to take part  

in seventh round of downtown  

revitalization program  

Photo Courtesy of The Leader 

https://www.tn.gov/ecd/rural-development/tennessee-main-street/tennessee-downtowns.html


to Covington Police 

Call 901-475-1261 or 901-475-4300 

In an emergency dial 9-1-1 

https://my2020census.gov/




http://www.tn.gov/tema/news







